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Go SOLAR Florida Team Creates 
Florida Solar Financing Action Plan
Solar PV energy remains a largely untapped resource in Florida. Although the Sunshine State has the third-highest potential for rooftop solar energy generation among all 50 states, it currently ranks 12th in the nation for installed solar capacity.

The Go SOLAR Partners are preparing to ask all 67 counties in Florida to endorse a resolution recognizing the value of solar energy in the state and the development of the Florida Solar Financing Action Plan as a toolkit for local governments interested in fostering solar photovoltaic (PV) systems in their communities. 

The draft resolution does not require all 67 counties to endorse any particular policy, as every county’s situation and priorities are different.  It merely asks the 67 counties to pledge their general support for solar PV energy, to welcome the publication of the Action Plan, and to review the Action Plan for any strategies which might make sense for their community.

Featuring examples from communities across Florida and the United States, the Action Plan describes a variety of ways for local governments to finance solar PV systems on their own facilities and to foster greater solar PV development among residential and commercial property owners. It also identifies a handful of public policies at the state and federal level which could support solar PV energy in Florida.

For more information please visit www.gosolarflorida.org. 


Permitting and Plans System

In order to implement the Go SOLAR Florida Permitting and Plans System two teams have been formed, one to address a standard permitting system for rooftop PV installations and one for the creation of a structural and electrical plans engine.

Permitting/Application Team: Partner staffs are working to standardize an online permitting solution while at the same time making it more economical, efficient and customer-friendly. Each Go SOLAR-Florida partner will use this solution to design and implement an online permitting system that simplifies the application and review process for rooftop PV systems. 

Plans/Plans Approval Team: Partner staff and the Florida Solar Energy Center (FSEC) are working to establish an electrical and structural plans generator where contractors can enter a set of technical parameters and receive a set of permit ready rooftop PV design plans. The team is also working to establish a protocol to assist building officials in rapidly approving structural and electrical design plans. 

FSEC will assume responsibility for maintaining the plans system online, and conducting training for engineers, field inspectors, and building officials on how to interface with the Go SOLAR Florida permitting and plans system.

Adoption of Solar-Friendly Model Zoning Ordinance

In accordance with the Department of Energy SOPO (Statement of Project Objectives) of Go SOLAR Florida, the Planning and Zoning Team reviewed and updated the solar-friendly model zoning ordinance to be adopted by all partners.  Based on state statute, no jurisdiction can prohibit solar installations.  However, this GO SOLAR Florida initiative requires the zoning codes of all Go SOLAR Florida partners to be solar-friendly on a more uniform basis.  

The online permitting system that is being developed and implemented assumes the solar-friendly model zoning ordinance has been adopted into the zoning code of all partner jurisdictions.  While the online system under development provides for several inspections on the building side, there are no inspections or reviews from the zoning side. 

Each partner should carefully review and adopt the solar-friendly model zoning ordinance.  In accordance with the SOPO, the deadline for adoption of the model zoning ordinance and related zoning amendments is March 31, 2015. 


Go SOLAR Florida Creates an Industry Advisory Council

The Florida Solar Energy Center (FSEC) is working with Go Solar Florida to develop a streamlined on-line uniform permitting system for rooftop PV systems throughout the state. The project partners have established an industry advisory council. The purpose of the Go Solar Florida Industry Advisory Council (IAC) is to provide feedback to the Go Solar Florida partners as they develop the simplified permitting process and related efforts. The goal of the Go Solar Florida program is to provide a value added tool that is relevant to the needs of the industry.

Solar industry representatives have been invited to participate due to their experience in and knowledge of solar energy, as well as having geographic representation in jurisdictions who have committed to participate in the process. The members of the IAC have been appointed by the FSEC, with confirmation by Go Solar Florida Project Manager. IAC members are representative of the solar energy industry and include building officials and representatives from utility companies, the financial industry, and other interested parties. The IAC meets on a monthly basis as needed.  Meeting minutes will be posted on the Go SOLAR Florida website at www.gosolarflorida.org following the meeting. The meetings of the IAC are open to the public. For more information on the IAC, please contact Collen Kettles at the FSEC at ckettles@fsec.ucf.edu   

Second Annual Go SOLAR Renewable Energy Fest 
was a shining success!
The Go SOLAR Florida Team hosted the second annual Go SOLAR and Renewable Energy Fest on June 6-7 at the Greater Fort Lauderdale/Broward County Convention Center. The FREE event featured information on alternative and renewable energy with a focus on the latest technologies, financing options and solar installation jobs and training. It is quickly becoming the premier event in South Florida that promotes renewable energy and communicates ways to save money while using cleaner sources of energy. The Go SOLAR and Renewable Energy Fest had over 65 local, national, and international renewable energy exhibitors, 42 esteemed speakers, and over 1700 attendees over the two-day conference. The PowerPoint presentations from all of the sessions along with the recordings have been posted on the Go SOLAR Fest Event webpage.
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