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Go SOLAR Florida Team from left front row: Nancy Rodlun, Patricia Gomez, Holly Banner,
Aneta Duhigg, Cindy Nielson, Colleen Kettles, Kay Sommers, Cathy Randazzo, Stephen
Barkaszi, Michael Huneke. Back row: Jeff Halsey, John Parker, Renee Parker, Tim Boldig, Matt

Anderson, Joshua Huneycutt, Rick Lewis, Boris Sursky, Phillip Fairey
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Broward - Partner Cities   



Miami-Dade 



Monroe 



Orange 



St. Lucie 



City of Venice in Sarasota County


Florida Atlantic University


Florida Solar Energy Center 


email: gosolar@broward.org
Phone: 954-519-1260
To submit articles, please email gosolar@broward.org
This material is based upon work supported by the U.S. Department of Energy and the Go SOLAR Florida Team under Award Number DE-EE006309.
Disclaimer: “This report was prepared as an account of work sponsored by an agency of the United States Government. Neither the United States Government nor any agency thereof, nor any of their employees, makes any warranty, express or implied, or assumes any legal liability or responsibility for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information, apparatus, product, or process disclosed, or represents that its use would not infringe privately owned rights. Reference herein to any specific commercial product, process, or service by trade name, trademark, manufacturer, or otherwise does not necessarily constitute or imply its endorsement, recommendation, or favoring by the United States Government or any agency thereof. The views and opinions of authors expressed herein do not necessarily state or reflect those of the United States Government or any agency thereof.” 
Cost: reference funding from DOE under Award Number DE-EE006309.
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	Upcoming Solar Rights Workshops
These workshops will educate residents, building officials, contractors, and community association managers about solar access and legal rights to install rooftop solar systems.   

Coordinated by Miami-Dade County and hosted by the Village of Pinecrest 

Two workshops to choose from (please register for one)

March 11, 2015 

Morning Workshop: 10:00 to 11:30 am

or

Evening Workshop: 5:30 to 7:30 pm

Location: Pinecrest Gardens
11000 Red Road, Pinecrest, FL 33156

Attendance is free, but pre-registration is required on Eventbrite.

To register for the morning workshop please click here Solar Rights (A.M.) hosted in Miami-Dade
To register for the evening workshop please click here Solar Rights (P.M.) hosted in Miami-Dade
For more information, contact Colleen Kettles at the Florida Solar Energy Center: ckettles@fsec.ucf.edu
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Go SOLAR Florida puts on successful Net-Metering and Solar Rights Workshops 
The Go SOLAR Florida team recently conducted four informative workshops in Orange County, Broward County, and Alachua County on the topics of solar rights and net-metering. The workshops were a big success with excellent attendance for each session. 

The solar rights workshops that took place in Orange County on January 28, in Broward on February 12, and in Alachua County on February 18 were the first in a series of five workshops being conducted around the state over the next few months. The next two workshops are taking place in Miami Dade County on March 11. The objective of the solar rights workshop is to educate consumers about the benefits of solar energy, especially to inform them of their rights regarding the installation of a solar energy system under Florida law. The workshop also briefly reviewed the different types of solar technologies on the market in Florida. 

The net-metering workshop that took place in Orange County on January 28 covered topics such as the current state of Florida’s Interconnection. The workshop offered attendees a perspective on interconnection from both the investor owned and municipal owned utilities. The audience consisted of local government officials, residents, solar contractors, and utility companies. 

All of the presentations and course syllabus have been posted online on the Calendar of events page (www.broward.org/GoGreen/GoSOLAR/GoSOLARFlorida/Pages/Calendar.aspx). Video recording of the event will be posted sometime within the next few weeks.
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Partner Highlight- Alachua County
Alachua County is happy to be a part of the Go Solar Florida Team. The County has a longstanding commitment to practicing energy conservation, maximizing energy efficiency, and promoting and investing in renewable energy production.  Participation on the Go SOLAR Team has allowed the County opportunities to continue to promote renewable energy production in various ways. The County’s land development code was updated in 2014 to reinforce the allowance of rooftop solar installations regardless of zoning, and the County Commission is currently considering options for various financial incentives to foster more rooftop solar installations on homes and businesses within the County. Alachua County is also working to transition its dated fax permit system for smaller jobs such as rooftop solar installations into an electronic permitting system that, for solar installations, will integrate seamlessly with the electronic plan generation system under development by the Florida Solar Energy Center.  Once complete, this system will be available for use by residents in six of the nine cities in the County and residents of the unincorporated area. In the coming year the County plans to work with its local Go SOLAR city partners, Gainesville and Newberry, to encourage the remaining cities to offer the system to their residents as well, so that all of Alachua County will have access to e-permitting for rooftop solar installations. 

Go SOLAR Florida meets with DOE at the Florida Solar Energy Center  
Joshua Huneycutt, Department of Energy Program Manager for the Rooftop Solar Challenge II grant visited the Go SOLAR Florida team on January 29, 2015.  His visit at Cocoa, Florida afforded him the opportunity to assess current progress on the grant to date.  The Go SOLAR Florida team made a PowerPoint presentation which included a demonstration of the Florida Solar Permitting System (FSPS) and other deliverables from the grant.  These included the Planning and Zoning Best Practices, Solar Financing Action Plan, and Outreach and Education.

The FSPS demonstration showed how licensed contractors would use the Go SOLAR Florida website to input technical data of any system of panels, racks and invertors which results in the generation of PDF design files.  These electrical and structural designs are ready for permitting with minimal user inputs.  This results in a simple, easy to use interface with standardized plans for review, installation, inspection and maintenance. While the FSPS is not yet live, the goal is to have it available for use by September 2015.
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	Go SOLAR Florida Newsletter, an ePublication from the Go SOLAR Florida Team, 
is produced by the Go Solar Florida Marketing Committee. Address questions concerning articles to 954-519-1260.

To subscribe or unsubscribe to this newsletter, email gosolar@broward.org.
Go Solar Florida Website 


Collen Kettles from the Florida Solar Energy Center discussing Solar Rights at the Long Key Nature Center in Broward County on February 12.








