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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

September 25, 2018

92% of Broward’s Elected Officials in Compliance
with Ethics Code Requirements to Take, Certify Ethics Training

Broward Inspector General John W. Scott announced today that the Broward Office of the
Inspector General (OIG) issued an Ethics Compliance Review reporting that 92% of Broward’s
current elected officials who were in office in 2017 are in substantial compliance with their
obligation under the Broward Code of Ethics for Elected Officials (the Ethics Code) to certify
that they took four hours of ethics training in calendar year 2017.

There is good cause to believe that 14 municipal elected officials failed to meet the certification
requirement. Thus, the OIG is commencing an investigation into whether these officials violated the
Ethics Code by failing to make the certification, failing to file the certification for public inspection,
failing to take the training, or some combination. Following its investigation, if appropriate, the
agency will commence ethics enforcement proceedings by filing ethics complaints under Broward
County Charter Section 10.01.

At the beginning of the OIG’s review, there were just 65% of current elected officials whose
certifications were filed for public inspection, that is, made available on a searchable internet
database. We then communicated and worked with municipal clerks and office holders, during
which time we received evidence that an additional 37% came into compliance.

The Ethics Code applies to all members of the Board of County Commissioners, the members of
each municipality, and each municipal mayor within Broward County. It provides for several
standards of conduct, including the requirement that each new elected official take and certify four
hours of ethics training within 120 days of taking office and that each incumbent official take and
certify four hours of training each calendar year.

John W. Scott, Inspector General
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https://browardauthor/InspectorGeneral/Documents/20180925OIG18002-2017TrainingCertificationComplianceReview.pdf
https://library.municode.com/fl/broward_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTICH_ARTXBRCOOFINGE
https://library.municode.com/fl/broward_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH1AD_ARTIIBOCOCO_S1-19COETELOF

