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                                                                                 Meeting Record                                                           

Human Rights Board (HRB) Special Meeting Date:                   May 23, 2016 
Call to Order:    1:19 PM 

 

Attendees 

 Maria Barth  Miya Burt-Stewart  Ellen Feiler 

 S.F. Makalani-MaHee  Jose Morera  Michael Rajner 

 Phyllis Shaw  Ben Sorensen   (via phone)   

   Barbara Ann McGovern, Board Coordinator  Adam Katzman, Asst. County Attorney 

Members Absent 

 Judith Ann  Jason Blank       Fayola Delica        Marta Estevez 

 Rob Gillette   Gregory Milford         

Key Decisions 

 Approved Office of Intergovernmental Affairs and Professional Standards (OIAPS) recommendations to amend the 
Human Rights Act for HUD compliance. 

 Approved, in concept, an amendment to Section 16½-35.6 – Required Notices in Connection with 
Application to Purchase or Rent a Dwelling, to consider adding penalties for noncompliance with the 
notice requirements and when the Human Rights Section sends a demand letter. 

 Recommendation to the County Commission to urge the Governor to enact an Executive Order to 
provide non-discrimination protections for sexual orientation, gender identity and/or expression; and 
approval for the Board Chair to represent the HRB on this issue.  

Action Items 

 Description       Resource Status 

 Schedule a workshop on June 14, 2016, 3 PM, for discussion on the 
potential impact to the County for a moratorium of non-emergency travel 
of Broward County staff to North Carolina and Mississippi for work-
related purposes. 

Board Members In progress 

 
 
 

MOTION by Ms. Shaw to adopt the agenda and table the approval of the April 11, 2016, 
meeting minutes to the next regularly scheduled Board meeting on July 11, 2016.  
Seconded by Ms. Feiler.   Passed Unanimously.   

  

 

HUMAN RIGHTS SECTION UPDATE 

A. Motion to Approve Recommendations by the Office of Intergovernmental Affairs and Professional Standards to Amend 
the Human Rights Act for HUD Compliance 

Director Edward Labrador explained that the Human Rights Section is a certified Fair Housing Assistance Program (FHAP) 
and is able to conduct investigations on behalf of HUD for violations of the Fair Housing Act and the fair housing provisions 
of the Human Rights Act.  Last year, HUD contacted the Human Rights Section which was being recommended for 
recertification and advised changes were required to the ordinance since it was not substantially equivalent.  In order to be 
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recertified, there must be a substantially equivalent law in order to be certified as a FHAP.  These recent changes were 
submitted to HUD, and Joseph Pelletier, Director of HUD’s Fair Housing Assistance Program, approved them.  Director 
Labrador then reviewed the proposed changes (Attached is the Proposed Changes to the Human Rights Act, 5/13/16 
revision).   

Director Labrador advised he will have an agenda item that directs the Office of the County Attorney to draft the ordinance.   
A proper format for the ordinance will be completed and when the Board of County Commissioners return from recess, at 
their first or second meeting, the title will be published and then a public hearing date will be set. 

MOTION by Ms. Shaw to approve recommendations by the Office of Intergovernmental 
Affairs and Professional Standards to amend the Human Rights Act for HUD compliance.  
Seconded by Mr. Makalani-MaHee.  Passed Unanimously.   

 

B. Motion to Recommend Penalties for Failure to Comply with Section 16½-35.6 – Required Notices in Connection with 
Application to Purchase or Rent a Dwelling 

Director Edward Labrador provided an overview.  In September 2013, there was a change made to the Human Rights Act to 
require that condominium associations and homeowners’ associations when reviewing applications to rent or buy a 
property, if the application is incomplete, they must provide notice of the incomplete items; and the association must 
provide a decision on the completed application within 45 days of the filing.  The ordinance requires that you provide 
specific notice of any rejection to an application to rent or to buy.  Currently, if someone files a discrimination complaint, 
then you can take into account that notice of the specific denial was not provided, as there is no other enforcement 
mechanism.  The Human Rights Section sends a demand letter, but some associations do not respond to the demand letter.  
There is consideration of penalties for failure to provide the notice to the applicant.  Currently, there is only a “concept” for 
penalties. 

Director Labrador will receive assistance from Mr. Katzman on a concept for a motion to direct and then bring the language 
back to the HRB at the July 11, 2016, meeting.  This ordinance will go to a publication item and notice of a public hearing 
before the public hearing is actually held, and it will be an additional agenda item which must have the language by that 
time.  Then, there is the actual public hearing when it is being adopted.   

Director Labrador advised the Board that he wanted to include the concept in the motion to direct and have the Office of 
the County Attorney look at this particular section and amend it to include some penalties for noncompliance – that is the 
basic concept.  The County Attorney can then develop the language and bring that back at the July 11, 2016, meeting.   
Director Labrador commented that if there is a change in the rental, for example, a partner moves in and must complete an 
application, the provision for an approval process would apply.   
 

MOTION by Ms. Shaw to approve, in concept, an amendment to Section 16½-35.6 to 
consider adding penalties for noncompliance with the notice requirements and when the 
Human Rights Section sends demand letters.  Seconded by Ms. Feiler.   Passed Unanimously.    

  

NEW BUSINESS 

A.  Recommendation to the Board of County Commissioners to urge Florida Governor Rick Scott to enact an Executive Order 
to Provide Protections in Non-discrimination for Sexual Orientation, Gender Identity and/or Expression for State 
Employees and Contractors           

The County Commission was split in support of whether to do this or not, but was not one that the County Commission as a 
whole was comfortable with because of certain areas:  Broward County deals with a significant number of vendors from 
North Carolina and may visit facilities to conduct audits or inspections.     

Mr. Rajner stated that, personally, rather than recommending a travel ban, he would want to see what we are doing for our 
own community and not worrying about another state.  The County Commission press conference recommendation was 
adopted and is in progress.  There are transgender individuals who are still unclear whether they can use restrooms or 
locker rooms, at times.   
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Mr. Rajner suggested a recommendation to the County Commission asking them to call on Governor Scott to sign an 
executive order to provide protections in non-discrimination for sexual orientation, gender identity and/or expression for 
state employees and workers.  Right now, 22 states protect sexual orientation, but Wisconsin and New Hampshire do not 
provide protections for gender identity and/or gender expression.   

Ms. Feiler commented that the two are not mutually exclusive.   She stated she was not one hundred percent in favor of  
Mr. Rajner’s suggestion.  It is time for Broward County to step up -- we should be taking a stand with the rest of the country 
and signing a letter of solidarity.    

Ms. Shaw commented we must take care of our home and until we do, we cannot do anything about North Carolina.  We 
have to make sure here is safe for our children and adults.  We have an epidemic in our own community and we need to 
start here.  

Mr. Morera commented that though he was not totally in favor he understands the direction, but until there is a more 
cause and effect scenario of what may or may not occur if the position is taken the way it is proposed concerning the ban on 
travel, because it could have unintended consequences that may affect the County in the future.  There needs to be some 
period of adjustment and understanding until things level off and we see how things are affected more broadly than how 
we are looking at it right now. 

Mr. Makalani-MaHee commented on the financial repercussions and travel concerns which could be met with a proposal 
mentioned at the County Commission meeting that pre-booked travel is honored and if emergency travel comes up, it is 
examined on a case-by-case basis.  It isn’t “a” or “b” whether or not we take care of the local community or focus on what is 
going on in the municipalities.   The issue we want to be very, very clear about is safety.  If the destination is unsafe and 
unjust for people to be in, why would we encourage travel there and when it comes to us being on the right side of history, 
we can’t sit on the sidelines and say let’s wait and see how this plays out, because this is an issue that is occurring now.  
Additionally, when it comes to financial repercussions, the reality is that advocacy does have costs.  The question becomes 
whether or not humanity, dignity and citizenship are prices that outweigh the costs of what may be a financial repercussion.   

Mr. Rajner read the April 26, 2016, Agenda Item 38, Action paragraph. 

 
Mr. Katzman noted that the County Commission had concerns on this agenda item for a variety of reasons, most 
importantly, punishing citizens of North Carolina that may not have anything to do with the legislation, and there could be 
some unintended consequences in doing that.  The County Commission wanted a further understanding of what impact this 
would be to Broward County and requested it be done through the Human Rights Board. 

Mr. Rajner stated that to conduct this research a workshop should be scheduled to identify the information prior to the July 
11, 2016, HRB meeting and then address this issue at the July 11, 2016, HRB meeting.     

Mr. Makalani-MaHee commented that the concern is travel.  Pre-approved travel continues, as usual; essential travel is 
reviewed on a case-by-case basis.    
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Ms. Barth asked if there was any cost analysis on this issue.  There was none.  She stated the need to know the cost 
differential to the County to not stop in North Carolina.  Director Labrador noted Charlotte, North Carolina is a hub for a lot 
of places. 

Mr. Rajner noted the HRB recommendation was for an executive order from the Governor not a travel ban.    
 

MOTION by Ms. Shaw for a recommendation to the County Commission to urge the 
Governor to enact an executive order to provide protections in non-discrimination for 
sexual orientation, gender identity and/or expression; and approval for the Board Chair 
to represent the HRB on this issue.   Seconded by Ms. Barth.   Passed Unanimously.    

 

Mr. Makalani-MaHee remarked that there is no problem with staff having layovers if that is how they get to their next 
destination.  It is not necessary for the County to spend extra money to totally and completely avoid North Carolina – they 
are not lodging them there.   
 

Mr. Rajner suggested scheduling a workshop on June 14, 2016, 3 PM, the day of the Human Rights Day proclamation 
presentation at 2 PM.   Board members agreed to the date and time. 

 

With no further business to come before the Board, the Special Board Meeting was adjourned at 2:21 PM. 

 

The next scheduled Board meeting will convene: 

                               Monday, July 11, 2016, 4 PM, Governmental Center, Room 301. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

These minutes are summarized from a recording of the Human Rights Board Meeting.  If any party would like more detailed 
information about the contents of these summarized minutes, a compact disk will be available by contacting the Human Rights 

Section at 954-357-7800. 


