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The 2017 Legislative Session will have new members and new issues arise each and every day. New House rules 
have been implemented affecting not only lobbyists, but members themselves. The Office of Intergovernmental 
Affairs and Professional Standards (OIAPS) will provide weekly updates pertinent to issues affecting Broward 
County.  Daily tweets will occur to keep all our followers up-to-date with breaking news and we encourage you 
to follow us at @BrowardSLI.  That being said, please sit back, sip on your cup of tea or coffee, and enjoy the 
read. 
 

NEW YEAR, NEW HOUSE RULES 
During the first two interim committee weeks, the House and Senate met separately.  New and returning 
members completed the “Legislative Academy” – lessons on how to draft and file a bill, the budgeting process, 
and ethics laws guiding their behavior and decorum as state elected officials. The House Rules were modified 
with the most important changes made to the lobbying rules and appropriations process.  Amongst the changed 
rules were: 

 Rule 5.14 – all appropriations projects must be filed as stand-alone bills and are considered non-recurring 
appropriations;  

 Rule 7.20; Rule 17.1(h) – each lobbyist is required to file an electronic notice of appearance that discloses 
the specific issue he or she is lobbying. 

 Rule 17.1(f) – a lobbyist may not lobby a member via email, text message, or other form of electronic 
communication when the House is in session or the member is in committee or subcommittee meetings. 

 Rule 17.1(g) – kindly referred to as the “6-Year Ban” – House members are prohibited from lobbying in 
the House if they served in the Legislature in the prior 6 years, beginning with members currently serving 
(2016-2018, and thereafter).  
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 Rule 17.1(i) – private lobbyists contracted to represent a public or semi-public taxpayer-supported entity 
will be required to disclose their lobbying contracts. 

House Speaker, Richard Corcoran has made it clear that he is moving towards the House being more transparent 
with the taxpayer. More significant rule changes can be found on the House website: 
http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Documents/loaddoc.aspx?DocumentType=Press%20Release&FileN
ame=687.  The Senate has adopted their own rules, choosing not to adopt the extreme House lobbying rules.  
 

ENVIRONMENT 
On Tuesday, January 10, 2017 the Senate Environmental Preservation and Conservation Committee heard an 
update on the water bill implementation (2016-1, Laws of Florida).  This update focused on the new Human 
Health-based Water Quality Criteria developed by the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP).   
 
A new model, called the Monte Carlo method was approved by FDEP.  The method allows FDEP to double the 
number of chemicals it can regulate, and lower the caps on other chemicals, potentially allowing for a higher 
amount of carcinogens to be present in the water.  The new criteria was approved by the Environmental 
Regulatory Commission (ERC) by a 3-2 vote with the environmental community representative and the local 
government representative seat vacant. Both are opposed to the new criteria due to increased health risks. All 
appeals to the rule have been dismissed due to timeliness issues.  Committee members expressed concerns 
about the new criteria and the process in which it was approved.  Members also asked FDEP if the specific higher 
chemicals levels were approved in order to setup a favorable framework for fracking.   
 

TRANSPORTATION 
On Tuesday, January 10th, the Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation, Tourism, and Economic 
Development heard presentations from the Secretary of the Department of Transportation and the Secretary 
of the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles.  Each Secretary presented their base budget 
allocations and their plan for the future of the Department.  In addition, the Committee also heard two other 
presentations relating to the gas tax revenue and potential future solutions, and the future of transportation 
with the inception of autonomous vehicles.  
 
The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) presented the 2015-16 Red Light Camera Summary Report to 
the House Transportation and Infrastructure Subcommittee.  The report indicated an increase in crashes at red 
light camera intersections; however the report failed to show why the increase occurred.  Members questioned 
whether or not the state should consider requiring that local governments place cameras at the most dangerous 
intersections rather than simply in areas with the highest traffic activity. 

http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Documents/loaddoc.aspx?DocumentType=Press%20Release&FileName=687
http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Documents/loaddoc.aspx?DocumentType=Press%20Release&FileName=687
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On Wednesday, January 25th, the House Transportation and Infrastructure Subcommittee passed (13-1) SB 6007 
by Avila, relating to Traffic Infraction Detectors (aka Red Light Cameras).  The bill repeals the authority of the 
Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles (DHSMV), counties, and municipalities to install and maintain 
red light camera.  
 
More information can be found at: 
http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=56743&SessionId=83.  
 

LOCAL, FEDERAL, AND VETERAN’S AFFAIRS 
On January 25th, the House Local, Federal & Veterans Affairs Subcommittee unanimously approved HB 139 (by 
Rep. Ingoglia) on a 15-0 vote.  The bill requires that a referendum to adopt or amend a local government 
discretionary sales surtax be held at a general election, as defined in Section 97.021, F.S., and requires the 
approval of a majority of the voters voting on the ballot question for passage.  The effect of the bill is to prohibit 
local option sales tax proposals from being placed on the ballot during primary elections or specially-called 
elections where voter turnout is generally lower than at general elections.  In response to questions from 
committee members, Rep. Ingoglia mentioned he is working with the Florida Association of Counties and Florida 
League of Cities to address concerns with the bill as it moves forward.  The bill now moves to the House Ways 
and Means Committee.   
 
In the Senate, Sen. Steube has filed SB 278, the companion measure.  The bill has been referred to three 
committees and is awaiting a hearing in its first committee of reference, the Senate Ethics and Elections 
Committee. 
 

PUBLIC SAFETY AND REGULATED INDUSTRIES 
On Monday, January 23rd, the Senate Criminal Justice Committee passed SB 196 by Sen. Flores, relating to 
juvenile civil citations.   The bill requires law enforcement officers to issue a civil citation or require a juvenile’s 
participation in a similar diversion program when a juvenile admits to have committed a first-time misdemeanor 
offense.  The bill also requires the establishment of the one or more civil citation or similar diversion programs 
in each county.  The bill allows a law enforcement officer to issue a civil citation or require the juvenile’s 
participation in a similar diversion program when he or she admits to committing a misdemeanor offense not 
enumerated in the bill or a second-time or third-time misdemeanor offense.  SB 196 further specifies that the 
option to issue a civil citation does not apply to (1) a juvenile who is alleged to have committed, is currently 

http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=56743&SessionId=83
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charged with, or has plead to or has been convicted of a felony; or (2) a misdemeanor offense arising out of an 
episode where the juvenile is alleged to have committed a felony. 
 
Presently, civil citation or other similar diversion programs are discretionary and established at the local level.  
Also, if a juvenile admits to committing a misdemeanor, a law enforcement officer has the discretion to: (1) issue 
a warning or inform the juvenile’s parent; (2) issue a civil citation or require participation in a similar diversion 
program, or (3) arrest the juvenile.  
 
Several law enforcement officers expressed concerns with removing their discretion to arresting a juvenile or 
providing a juvenile with a civil citation.  The bill specifically requires a law enforcement officer to provide 
written documentation explaining why an arrest was warranted, when arrested a juvenile, for which a civil 
citation could be issued.  The bill does not modify the authority of a law enforcement officer to issue a simple 
warning or notice the juvenile’s guardian or parent for an alleged misdemeanor offense.    
 
Sen. Flores indicated that she would work with all stakeholders to improve the bill.  The committee passed the 
bill 5-2 and it now moves to the Appropriations Subcommittee on Criminal and Civil Justice.  
 
On Tuesday, January 24th, Government Oversight discussed and voted unanimously to pass SB 158, relating to 
Firefighters.  The bill establishes a new in the line of duty presumption for any firefighter employed full-time 
with the state, county, city or special district when his or her death or disability is caused by certain types of 
cancer (multiple myeloma, non-Hodgkins’ lymphoma, prostate cancer, or testicular cancer).  The presumption 
can be overcome by competent evidence to the contrary.  This bill will increase the cost to the FRS, resulting in 
an approximate $432,000 annual increase to the Special Risk class.  
 
Also on Tuesday, Senate Health Policy voted unanimously to pass committee bill SB 7006, relating to Direct-
support Organization of the Prescription Drug Monitoring Program.  The bill will reenact the authority for the 
Department of Health (DOH) to establish and contract with a direct-support organization for fundraising and 
support of the prescription drug monitoring program. 
 
On Wednesday, January 25th, Sen. Galvano presented SB 8, relating to Gaming in Regulated Industries.  The bill 
revises existing statutes regulating the State Lottery, Gaming Compact, pari-mutuel wagering, slot machines, 
and cardrooms.  The bill also creates the Fantasy Amusement Act to regulate fantasy contests.  SB 8 also requires 
the proposed Gaming Compact between the Seminole Tribe and the State be amended to: 

 Become effective as a tribal compact after approval by the U.S. Department of the Interior;  
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 Require the current federal litigation between the State and the Seminole Tribe be dismissed with 
prejudice; and  

 Incorporate amendments to exclusivity provisions related to fantasy contests, slot machines, blackjack, 
designated player games and point-of sale terminals, and all activities authorized and conducted 
pursuant to Florida law, as amended by the bill, and activities claimed to be violations of the 2010 
Gaming Compact in the current federal litigation with the Seminole Tribe.  

 
The bill also allows the Seminole Tribe to offer blackjack at all of its facilities for staggered payments to the state 
totaling $3 billion over 7 years. The committee unanimously passed the bill 10-0.  It now moves forward to its 
last committee stop – Appropriations. 
 

QUICK HITS 
SENATE 
The Commerce and Tourism Committee passed SB 176 (by Sen. Passidomo), relating to Sales and Use Exemption 
for Feminine Hygiene Products.  The bill exempts feminine hygiene products from state sales and use tax.    
 
The Judiciary Committee passed SB 128 by Sen. Bradley, relating to Self-Defense Immunity on a 5-4 vote. The 
bill shifts the burden of proof from the defendant to the prosecution in “stand your ground” cases.  Current law 
provides a defendant a right of immunity from criminal prosecution and civil action if he or she is justified in 
using force.  The bill requires the state to prove its burden beyond a reasonable doubt; the same standard 
imposed on the state in the prosecution of criminal cases, including those where self-defense is raised as an 
affirmative defense.  Before giving final approval, the Committee amended the bill to: (1) remove the burden 
on the defendant by requiring him or her to state the reasons and facts for the defendant’s immunity claim in a 
motion for immunity, rather than making a prima facie case at the pretrial hearing; (2) provides that if the 
motion for immunity is unsuccessful, the motion and contents are inadmissible at trial; and (3) clarifies that the 
court must grant the motion unless the state meets the burden of proof.  
 
HOUSE 
The Public Integrity and Ethics approved committee bills PIEC1 and PIEC2.  PIEC1, a joint resolution proposes an 
amendment to the Florida constitution to extend the current constitutional prohibition on legislators and 
statewide elected officers personally representing another person or entity for compensation before their 
former government body or agency to six years following vacation of office from two years. The joint resolution 
also proposes to subject appointed state officers to the same prohibition, and extend the prohibition on 
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legislators providing personal representation for compensation before any state agency (other than judicial 
tribunals) to six years following vacation of office.  
 
PIEC2 amends general law to extend the current prohibition on legislators, statewide elected officers, and 
appointed state officers, personally representing another person or entity for compensation before their former 
government body or agency to six years following vacation of office from two years.  The bill also amends general 
law to extend the prohibition on legislators lobbying the executive branch to six years following vacation of 
office from two years. 


