
Week 9: Mar. 4 – Mar. 11 

Sine Die and the 2018 Elections

The 2018 Legislative Session officially ended on Sunday, March 11 after a 

short extension to approve the $89 billion budget which will fund Florida, its 

programs, agencies and more for the next fiscal year which begins on July 1, 

2018.

As with any Session there were winners and losers and some who broke even.   

There were many emotions that surrounded this Session; the scandals and 

sexual harassment claims, the resignations, the Stoneman Douglas tragedy, 

the budget, and controversial legislation passed or stalled. 

Photo to the left shows House Sergeant At Arms, Russell Hosford and Senate Sergeant At Arms, 

Tim Hay dropping the handkerchiefs to official close out the 2018 Session and end Sine Die.
Photo courtesy of John Lucas for The Capitolist

The 2018 Florida Legislature has adjourned Sine Die

Continued on next page

TALLAHASSEE, Florida:  Calling it an “incredible session,” Gov. Rick Scott joined with Florida lawmakers to bring the 

2018 regular legislative session to a close Sunday afternoon.

Scott and legislative leaders pointed to passage of education reform packages for public school and higher education, 

requiring nursing homes and assisted living facilities to have generators to power air conditioning units during power 

outage, placing a constitutional amendment on the November ballot that would make it more difficult for the Legislature to 

raise taxes and fees, and a $169 million tax cut package that includes sales tax holidays on back-to-school clothing and 

hurricane supplies.

“But. probably the most important thing we did this year is we listened to the families of Parkland,” Scott said. “In a very 

short period of time we came together and passed historic legislation to make our schools safer.”

The final three weeks of the session were dominated by efforts to pass a school safety bill in an effort to prevent another 

mass school shooting like the one that happened in Parkland on Valentine’s Day killing 17 students and teachers. Work 

on the bill delayed negotiations on the state budget, forcing lawmakers to extend the session by two days in order to meet 

the 72-hour “cooling off” period required by the Florida Constitution between the time a budget agreement is reached and 

when it can be voted on.

Scott signed the Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School Public Safety Act into law Friday. Shortly after the signing, the 

National Rifle Association filed a federal lawsuit challenging the law, which raises the minimum age for buying all firearms 

from 18 to 21. The NRA says that provision violates the constitutional rights of law abiding citizens by taking away the 

right to buy a gun to anyone under 21.
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“I’m going to fight for this bill. I believe it does the right thing,” Scott said Sunday. “I believe we have to recognize that we 

want to protect everybody’s rights, but we also want to protect our kids and grandkids school.”

The law also imposes a three-day waiting period on all gun purchases and bans the sale of “bump stocks,” devices that 

allow a semi-automatic weapon to be converted to an automatic firearm.

It also provides $400 million to harden school facilities, hire more school resource officers and provide additional mental 

health services in schools. The accused gunman in the Parkland shooting had a history of mental health issues that 

managed to fall through the cracks of the system.

“This bill provides our state with a tremendous opportunity for early intervention in schools and local communities” said 

Melanie Brown Woofter, interim president/CEO of the Florida Council for Community Mental Health. “We applaud Senate, 

House leadership and the Governor for recognizing the importance of mental health and for their resolve to fund services 

for school age children and their families. “

Also Sunday, Scott signed the House and Senate education bills into law. The measures were priorities of House Speaker 

Richard Corcoran, R-Land O’ Lakes, and Senate President Joe Negron, R-Stuart.

Scott signed both the House omnibus education legislation, HB 7055, a sweeping K-12 policy bill. Among other things, it 

would allow parents of students who are bullied in schools to obtain a voucher that can be used to send their child to a 

private school.

“Violence, intimidation, and abuse should never be a part of a child’s educational experience,” said Corcoran. “Before 

today students, teachers, and parents had few options to address such life-changing situations. With the creation of the 

Hope scholarship – a first of its kind – victims will now be empowered to speak up and proactively change their futures.”

The measure has come under attack from the Florida Education Association, the state’s teachers’ union because of 

provisions that would decertify the FEA if the union membership falls below 50 percent of the total number of teachers.

Scott also signed SB 4 , a higher education package. Among other things the Senate legislation would expand the Bright 

Futures scholarship program that will provide more financial aid to more than 90,000 students attending state universities 

and colleges. 

“The policy and funding components of this legislation will help more students graduate on-time, while elevating the 

national reputation of Florida’s excellent state universities,” Negron said.

By late Sunday afternoon, the Legislature had passed an $89 billion spending plan for the next fiscal year. It will be the 

last budget for ‘Scott, Negron and Corcoran who will leave office at the end of the year due to term limits.

Now that the session is over, Scott is expected to announce he’ll enter the race for the U.S. Senate seat currently held by 

Democrat Bill Nelson.

Corcoran is expected to announce he’ll seek the Republican nomination for governor.

“I’m going to take the next few weeks, figure things out,” Corcoran said. “I’m going to enjoy the moment,” Corcoran said 

referring to the completion of the session. 

Sine Die and the 2018 Elections continued 

A few Bill Statistics from the 2018 Legislative Session
Full Stats available at Online Sunshine, the Official Internet Site of the Florida Legislature. 

Filed Passed Senate Passes Both Chambers
888 82 32

Filed Passed House Passes Both Chambers
766 249 29

Senate

House

https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=62784&SessionId=86
http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2018/00004


Broward Delegation Members 

Leaving the Legislature

STAY CONNECTED

Please be sure to view our social media networks, as well as our website, for up to 

date information and for messages from your Broward Legislators.   

www.broward.org/legislative

Note: All Committee Meetings and Floor Sessions are available for live viewing and on demand at

www.flsentate.gov or www.myfloridahouse.gov

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS

Terms limits in the Florida legislature 

are part of the job.  House Members 

who win their initial race have the 

chance to serve 8 consecutive years 

as long as they win each consecutive 

election.  Senators, depending on 

their district number and winning their 

races, have the option to serve 8 or 

10 consecutive years in the Senate.  

(Even numbered districts have a 

chance to serve 10 years and odd 

numbered districts, 8).

But a Legislator can also decide to 

leave their seat.  Below are the 

Broward Legislative Delegation 

Members who are term-limited or 

have chosen to retire.  This will brings 

new faces to our Delegation.

Florida is a step closer to living up to its nickname as "The Sunshine State."

A bill to let Florida remain on Daylight Saving Time year round is headed to 

Gov. Rick Scott's desk after the state Senate approved it 33-2 on Tuesday, 

March 6.

If Scott signs the "Sunshine Protection Act," Congress would need to amend 

existing federal law to allow the change.

While the rest of the Eastern United States would set their clocks back in the 

fall, Florida wouldn't, leaving it with more sunshine in the evening during the 

winter. Northwest Florida is currently in the Central time zone. 
https://www.nbcmiami.com/news/local/Florida-Senate-OKs-Bill-for-Year-Round-Daylight-Saving-

Time.html?_osource=mobilesharebar

Representative 

George Moraitis

(R- 93) Term-Limited

Representative

Katie Edwards-Walpole

(D- 98) Retiring 

Representative 

Manny Diaz, Jr

(R- 103) Term-Limited

Representative 

Carlos Trujillo

(R- 105) Term-Limited

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE.

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (AP) — Floridians will get a 3-day back-to-school sales 

tax holiday under a bill passed by the Florida Legislature.

The House and Senate voted Sunday for the legislation (HB 7087) that also 

creates a seven-day storm preparation tax holiday later this year. Floridians 

would be able to buy batteries, portable radios and generators tax-free during a 

week-long period in June.

The nearly $170 million tax cut package also includes a slight decrease in the 

tax charged on commercial rent and a cut in tax charged on fuel used by 

airlines.

Gov. Rick Scott proposed his own tax cut package, but legislators either scaled 

back or ignored the governor’s suggestion.

Scott wanted a 10-day back to school tax holiday and he also wanted to cut the 

cost of renewing or getting a driver’s license. 
https://apnews.com/97c8dcad93f347889f2ef6b063f3e322/Florida-Legislature-approves-storm-and-school-tax-

holidays

2018 TAX HOLIDAYS for School and Storms 
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