DESIGN TEAM PROJECTS Section 4.

The projects listed below were developed by the volunteer design teams as part of the Design
Broward community education process. With the exception of the African American Library and
Cultural Center, these projects are currently not included in the Capital Plan. All of these projects as
proposed are currently unfunded, but should be considered on their individual merits by the Public
Art and Design Committee.

AFRICAN AMERICAN LIBRARY AND CULTURAL CENTER

TEAM MEMBERS: Robert Cass Wojcik, urban planner; Ish Byus, architect; Charles Mills, artist; Edith
Humphreys, artist.

LOCATION: Southeast corner of NW 27 Avenue and Sistrunk Boulevard (NW 6th Street), City of Fort
Lauderdale. Specific location at site: Sistrunk West Entryway.

PROJECT/SITE DESCRIPTION: The site at which the new African American Library and Cultural
Center will be located measures 8.8 acres. The proposed project, located at the southeast corner of
NW 27th Avenue and Sistrunk Boulevard, is a blending of art and architecture and offers the oppor-
tunity for a monumental expression of African American history, environment and cultural heritage.
A continuum of overlapping free-standing and free-form panel structures would surround a monu-
mental Nubian style facility and plaza.

The exterior panels as viewed from the roadway would contain images of realistic size African
wildlife and natural scenery in a natural setting. From the other side, the panels would exhibit a
diversity of village scenes and African life in a panorama. Replicas of African sculptural elements
would grace the ends of each panel serving as guardians of the site. In addition, speakers located
throughout the space would emit African sound effects. The reinforced concrete walls would be
faced with porcelain enamel in order to provide lasting color, durability and detail.

The proposed theme of the entire work would be communication. First revealed at the building
entrance through the use of early African cave drawing motifs, the theme would continue in an
ascending spiral walkway with imagery, sights and sounds of story tellers, from ancient African
tribes to modern African American song, dance, and other artistic and intellectual expression.

SPECIAL CONSIDERATION FOR ARTISTS: The project serves as a West Entry to Sistrunk Boulevard,
the commercial and cultural spine of Fort Lauderdale’s African American community. It comple-
ments the East Entryway Park and History Wall located at NW 2nd Avenue and Sistrunk which was
constructed by the City of Fort Lauderdale in 1993.
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wrap the site. The images would appear ephemeral — mysterious — as would the sounds and illumi-
nation accompanying them. Their position and design would be compelling, yet distant, and there-
fore ambiguous. An observer’s presence would trigger sounds of jazz from the era or a reminiscence
being told by a local resident. Passing by the piece one could re-construct the visual images of the
past, the musicians, residents and the neighborhood. However, were the observer to move closer to
the protective screening, these images and the accompanying sound would dissolve and disappear.
The distance at which the images would be maintained would relate to the safe distance from the
power station where meter readings indicate lower electro-magnetic field strength.

VOCAL CHORDS FOR THE WIND

TEAM MEMBERS: Mary Johnson, architect; Darcy Jones, artist; Randall von Bloomberg, artist; Albert
Ross Riddle, landscape architect.

LOCATION: Broadwalk, Hollywood, FL.

PROJECT/SITE DESCRIPTION: The proposed design includes a series of sculptural elements for the
Broadwalk of Hollywood Beach that would interact with natural elements (wind, rain and sea) to
create an audio and visual experience that would compliment and enhance the festive atmosphere
of the Broadwalk. These sculptural elements would act as musical instruments that are actually
played by the wind and rain. Wind would vibrate strings, tinkle chimes, and spin whirligigs to create
joyful melodies. Rain would pound percussion on great rain drums for the surprise delight of beach-
goers caught in the rain. These sculptural elements would be placed so that pedestrians can walk
through and around them, thereby becoming forms to interact with and experience rather than
being simple visual objects. They would flow onto a colorfully tiled ground plane. Pedestrians
would walk along this colored ribbon pathway, encountering along the way groves of singing sculp-
tural forms, each grove different, yet harmonizing with the others to create an entire symphonic
experience.
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