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Broward County Judicial Complex Fort Lauderdale, Florida

Executive Summary

In May of 2006, Broward County contracted with Spillis Candela DMJM/ Heery/ Cartaya Joint Venture to
perform a building (physical) evaluation study of the West and Central Wings of the Complex and the West
Parking Garage to determine the feasibility of retrofitting the existing facilities for Court's use in Fort

Lauderdale, Florida. On May 31, 2006, a team of 3 architects and 3 engineers performed a comprehensive one
day review of the facilities. This report is the result of their observations and findings.

The Broward County Judicial Complex is located in Fort Lauderdale, Florida at the intersection of 6th street
and 3rd Avenue. The ten story West and Central wings being evaluated are approximately 45 and 55 years old
respectively. The two buildings house courtrooms, Clerk of Court spaces, judge's suites, teen court, and the
State Attorney's offices. The four story Broward County West Parking Garage built in 1987 is located on the
northeast corner of 6th Street and 1st Avenue. The building provides parking for Judges and assigned staff.

Based on the findings of the team, which is detailed in the full report, the West and Central Wings are outdated
and do not satisfy the present nor future needs of the Courts. The cost of retrofitting the facility, the
inadequacies of the building size and layout, along with the concern of downtime to the courts system during
the retrofitting period and cost to proivde temporary space for the Courts makes retrofitting the existing
facilities impracticable.The West parking garage ‘s open design does not provide adequate security for the
judges parking there. Pedestrians have free access to all levels of the garage, creating potential security
conflicts with judicial and staff parking.
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Broward County Judicial Complex Fort Lauderdale, Florida

Executive Summary (Cont.)

The building does not have adequate separation of public, judicial, and prisoner circulation, which means
Judges, the public, and prisoners are mingled in the same elevators and corridors which constitutes a major
breach in security. Vertical circulation elements (escalators, elevators) are inadequate for current need and
definitely for future need. Replacement is not feasible and there is no space to add new vertical circulation
elements. As is evident from the damage still facing the County from last season hurricanes (broken

windows, water damage, indoor air quality), the building's shell and glazing are not built to meet today's
hurricane requirement's. The interior of the building, with the column spacing and low ceiling heights makes it
inefficient for repurposing the space effectively for Courthouse use. The floors have been built out

completely and do not allow for a Courts system which needs to expand.

Most of the mechanical system’'s equipment in the building is original to the building with some of it being in
excess of 40 years old, which is well beyond its expected span.

Components of the electrical system experience frequent failures and it is difficult to get replacement parts
The panels, transformers etc. are old and these parts often have to be manufactured, which increases
downtime and puts the courtrooms out of service. The insulation on the electrical wiring is disintegrating in
numerous locations and panels are overloaded, with no room for additional panels.

A 21st century Courthouse would never be designed the way the existing facilities are configured and to try to
retrofit them to today's standards is inordinately expensive and nearly impossible to accomplish.
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Broward County Judicial Complex Fort Lauderdale, Florida

Executive Summary (Cont.)

This building evaluation is broken down into five major elements; Image/Site Conditions, Architectural
Building Components, Structural Systems, Mechanical Systems, and Electrical Systems. The rating for each
individual element of the evaluation is determined by the average rating of its categories. The rating of each
element is then multiplied by a weight factor (determined by the inclusion of the engineering sections) in order
to arrive at a total score for the building. The total score determines what area of the rating scale the building
falls into, and the rating scale illustrates the overall rating for the building. The overall rating scores are
associated with levels of acceptability or deficiency; 4 being excellent, 3 acceptable, 2 minor deficiencies,

1 major deficiencies, and 0 unacceptable.

The building ratings are as follows:

Bldg. No. Bldg. Name Overall Rating
1 Broward County West/ Central Wings 1 Major Deficiencies
2 Broward County West Parking Garage 2 Minor Deficiencies
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Broward County Judicial Complex

Fort Lauderdale, Florida

Exterior View
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General Description:

The Broward County Judicial Complex is located in Fort Lauderdale,
Florida at the intersection of 6th street and 3rd Avenue.
The West and Central wings being evaluated are approximately

45 and 55 years old respectively. The buildings are concrete structures
with gravel roofs. The two building house courtrooms, Clerk of Court
spaces, judge's suites, teen court, and the State Attorney’s offices.

The overall image of the building is inadequate for its use as a Judicial
facility. The building is in disrepair and does not have a presence on
the street. Access has been closed off and is limited to one entrance
through 6th Street. The building does not have adequate separation of
public, judicial, and prisoner circulation.
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Broward County Judicial Complex

Facility Profile

Exterior
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Facility Address: 201 S.E. 6th Street
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301

Contact: Dan Ayers, Project Manager
Broward County Public Works Department
115 S. Andrews Avenue- Room A550
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33301

Year Build/Added:

Number of Floors:

Approximate

Gross Square Footage:

1st Flocor Area
2nd - 10th Fioor Area

Overall Rating:

West Wing - 1961 and 1970
Central Wing- 1950 and 1961

10

398,900 S.F.

39,332 S.F.
39,952 S.F.
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