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Executive Summary

The process of determining the space requirements for the 17" Judicial Circuit included an assessment of general
population growth; workload of the various components of the Court; and the number of staff required to support the
forecasted caseload. Judgeships were projected using various models and methods. Staff projections for Court support
agencies were also generated, such as for the Clerk of Court and State Attorney’s office. Other non-court related
agencies staff projections were developed based on a ratio or historical trends basis.

County Population Growth

Broward County population has grown steadily during the past several decades and is forecast to continue growing over
the next 20 years. Since 1995, total County population increased by 300,000 persons (20%) and is projected to increase
to 2.35 milfion persons by 2030.

Judicial Caseloads

Total case filings have grown over the past 10 years from 283,109 during FY1995 to 563,919 during FY2004 (an 88 %
increase). During this same timeframe, the number of Circuit and County Court judges increased from 68 to 79, or 30%.
An analysis of the historical case filings indicated that growth in felony and misdemeanor criminal filings has been
relatively flat while the caseload in Circuit Civil has increased slightly. The most significant increase has occurred in the
Family Division that includes juvenile, domestic relations, and probate. The number of domestic relations filings all but
doubled over the past 10 years.

For this planning process, sufficient historical data were available for all case types to permit the use of trend forecasting.
Ten years of historical data was used to provide accurate forecasts. The total case load is projected to increase from
563,919 Gircuit and County court filings to 591,547 by 2020, or a five percent overall increase.

The most significant caseload increase will be the Family Division with a 17 percent overall change from 2005 to 2020.

Judicial Position Needs

Future judge needs were estimated using several forecasting methods. The first two methods made use of judge-to-
population and judge-to-new case filing ratios. The third method makes use of case weights (time required to dispose of a
case) for each type of case. The total number of judges is expected to increase from 92 in 2005 to 110 in 2020 and 121
by 2030. From 2005 to 2020, the increase in Criminal Division judges is 37 to 42; 27 to 34 in the Civil Division; and 28 to
33 in the Family Division.

Judicial Support Staff

With the calculation of judicial officers, a ratio method was essentially used to calculate the estimated number of judicial
support positions. Ideally, trend analysis would also be used to establish future projections based upon historical
experience. This information was not available in a manner that could be used, therefore, the ratio method was used to
establish a planning figure for judicial support staff from the major Court agencies. Using the ratio method indicates that
by 2010, the number of key support staff will increase by 546 by 2020.
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Existing Courthouse

Consideration of the projected need by type of judge and division of Court will help to determine how many courtrooms by
type will be required taking into account existing courtrooms. The first building “target” should be 2010 by which time a
total of 97 courtrooms will be required which is an increase of eight over the current number.

This number increases to 110 by 2020 and to 121 by the master planning target of 2030. Achieving the courtroom goal by
2020 must take into account the desire of the County to make the site currently occupied by the Central and West Wings
available to the Federal Government for a new courthouse. Therefore, long range planning must include the closing of a
major portion of the existing supply of courtrooms.

The future demolition of the Central — West Wing will eliminate 60 courtrooms leaving 29 to 30 existing courtrooms
against a projected need of 97 in 2010 and 110 in 2020. This need, shown by the three major Court divisions, is
illustrated in Table ES-1.

Table ES-1
Projected 2020 Courtrooms by Division

Court Division

Courtroom Demand
Criminal Division

Circuit 20.0 22.9 24.4 25.3
County/Magistrate
Civil Division
Circuit 15.0 142 15.0 16.2
County/Magistrate 12.0 14.6 16.3 17.9
s o lgral e
Domestic Relations 13.0 18.1 19.3 204
Probate 45 43 45 A7
Juvenile 10.5 7.1 7.7 8.2

Source: Carter Goble Lee; January 26, 2006

General Space Standards

The Phase | process of defining space needs is different from defining space for an architectural program that leads to a
building design. The aim at the study level is to define general space requirements by applying space standards against
the projected number of courtrooms (by type) and the estimated personnel by component of the Court. While this
approach will not produce a finite space allocation, for planning purposes the method has historical validity and can be
used to reach consensus on the physical organization of the Court.

Using local and federal research, an office DGSF per staff allocation was proposed for each department or division based
on: (1) space standards used in the 2002 Family Court Program; and (2) the Consultant's court planning experience.
Table ES-2 presents the resulting general DGSF space standards for each component of the Court and other
departments/divisions included in the Master Plan.
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