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POLICY STATEMENTS  
Section One 

 
AIR QUALITY  
Clean air is an essenti al natural resource that i s important to public health, our environment, 
and our economy. Poor air quality can adversely affect public health, business, propert y, and 
tourism.  The Broward County Board of County Commissioners supports legislation that 
would reduce air pollution that would lead to reductions in associated health impacts such as 
chronic respiratory ailments, asthma, cardiovascular disease, and premature mortality.  
 
ANNEX ATION 
Broward County’s uni ncorporated resi dent  population is currently 13,722 or approximately .8 
percent of  the total population of 1,771,540. These residents occupy 5 square miles or about 
1.2 percent of the land area which can be developed in 7 recognized nei ghborhoods and 
several enclaves spread throughout the County’s cities i n parcels of varying size. 
 
These scattered neighborhoods present a service delivery challenge for the County.  In 
response to thi s circumstance,  in 1995 the B roward County Legi slative Delegation’s A d Hoc 
Committee on Annexation Policy (Committee) recommended that all remai ning 
unincorporated areas be annexed,  with the exception of the Conservation Areas and lands 
occupied by regional  county facili ties. The Broward County Board of County 
Commissioners supports full  annexation and the policies contained within the Committee’s 
report . The poli cies include but are not l imited to the following:  

  Resi dents should be given the right, wherever possibl e and reasonable, to choose 
whi ch municipality to join and the right to vote on annexation by referendum; 

  In furtherance of  the goal of full  annexation,  the Broward County Board of County 
Commissioners opposes providing the option for a community to remain 
unincorporated and also opposes allowing municipalities to opt out of proposed 
annexation local bill s; 

  Upon approval of referendum, annexation should become effective regardl ess of  the 
status of  an i nterlocal agreem ent being executed among af fected governments; 

  Affected governments should execute i nterlocal agreements to include financiall y 
feasible plans for the t ransition of services, infrast ructure and County employees; 

  Inf rastructure projects programmed by the County and adopted in the County’s capital 
program should be completed through appropri ate financing arrangem ents; 

  Official partnership committees shoul d be established to i dentify projects or issues of 
interest which may become part of any interlocal agreement ; 

  Revenue neutrality should be defined as i nfrastructure improvements that are required 
to make the inf rastructure of t he neighborhood match that of the annexing cit y; and,  

  Deannexation should be considered as a tool to make annexation of adjacent 
residential properties vi able. 

 
The Broward County Board of County Commissioners supports the use of straw ballots, 
opinion polls,  or any other reasonable method of measurement to substantiate the wi shes of 
the unincorporated residents as it relates to thei r annexation options.  
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ARTICLE V COS TS  
Article V,  §14, of the S tate Constit ution di vides the funding responsibili ties for the state court s 
system, state attorneys, public defenders,  court-appointed counsel,  and clerks of t he circuit 
and county courts, between the state and Florida's 67 counties.   
 
The state must, t hrough state revenues appropriated by general law or through fil ing fees in 
the case of  the cl erks of court , fund salaries, costs,  and expenses associated with the 
personnel, operati ons,  and certain capital improvements for the state courts system, state 
attorneys, public defenders, court-appointed counsel,  and clerks of  the circuit  and county 
courts.  Counties are responsible for fundi ng communication services, existing radio systems 
and multi-agency criminal justi ce information systems, the construction or lease of facil ities 
and their maintenance, util ities, and security for the state court s system, state attorneys, 
public defenders, and clerks of the circuit and county courts, and the reasonabl e and 
necessary costs associated with speciali zed local court programs. 
 
Despite the clear delineation of t he counties' funding responsibilities in Article V, the 
Legisl ature has continued to expand the counties' responsibili ties to fund the state's court s 
system and associated elements.  Most recently, t he Legislature enacted Chapter 2007-62 
which created the O ffices of Criminal Confl ict and Civil Regional  Counsel i n each of  the five 
exi sting appellate judi cial di stricts,  and expanded the counties' responsibili ties for funding 
guardian ad l item offices. 
 
The Broward County Board of County Commissioners strongly urges the state to take 
responsibili ty for fully funding the state’s court system and opposes t he Legi slature's 
continuing efforts to expand counties' funding responsibilities beyond the specific it ems 
authori zed in A rticle V , §14(c) of the State Constitution.  Additionally,  the Broward County 
Board of County Commissioners opposes di verting to the state's t rial court s the $2 
recording fee that is currently util ized by counties to fund the technology needs of  the courts, 
state attorney’s of fices and public defender’s offices, and the Broward County Board of 
County Commissioners opposes further expansi on of t he entities entitled to receive a 
share of the fee as it dimini shes the funds available to the courts,  state attorneys and publi c 
defenders. 
 
ATTAINABLE HOUSING 
Broward County, as well as the State of Flori da,  is experiencing a decline in inventory of 
rental and ownership affordable housing stock. In order to adequately meet the needs of our 
increasing population, the Broward County Board of Count y Commissioners supports 
legislation that would provide fundi ng solutions that  could be implemented locally in order to 
fund affordable housing projects and programs. 
 
Additionally,  the Broward County Board of County Commissioners urges the state 
legislature to remove the cap that was placed on the S adowski Trust Fund and allocate all 
available funds to offer relief for our existing and future residents. The Broward County 
Board of County Commissioners urges the state legislature to ensure that 30% of the 
affordable housing units that  are developed with tax supported funds be designated to serve 
households earning 30% or l ess of t he area median income. The Broward County Board of 
County Commissioners urges the Florida Legislature to require the Florida Housing 
Fi nance Corporation to modify the Qualified Allocation Plan to allocate tax credit s by a needs-
based system, rather than the current system of a l ottery.  
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BEACHES  
Fl orida’s beaches are a criti cal part of the State’s travel and tourism indust ry, generating jobs 
and local, state, and federal tax revenues. Beaches are also the first  l ine of defense against 
hurricane and storm surge threats to li fe and property. U.S.  Army Corps of Engineers’ studies 
confirm that healthy beaches reduce fl ood damage to coastal properties, resulting in a 
reduction in Federal di saster rehabil itation payouts. The Florida Department  of Environmental 
Protection estimates that more than one-third of Florida’s 787 miles of beaches are in a state 
of  critical  erosion. The Broward County Board of County Commissioners supports the 
protection and retention of the dedicated use of documentary stamp revenues for beach 
erosi on programs throughout the State of Florida in order to protect and maintain these 
essential elements that are vital to our environmental and economic inf rastructure. The  
Broward County Board of County Commissioners supports and encourages the State 
of  Florida to study and promote methodologies other than sand replenishm ent which would 
prevent or repai r beach erosion.  The Broward County Board of County Commissioners 
also supports and encourages t he expansion of t he Beach Glass Demonstration P roject, 
including exploring the feasi bili ty of constructing a regi onal glass processing facili ty.  
 
COMMUNICATIONS SE RVICES 
The advent  of communi cations technology presents considerable opportunities for counties to 
enhance the quality of l ife in communities by providing regulatory powers over 
communi cation services in order to protect the health,  safety and welfare of  the public. There 
are significant fiscal and poli cy implications that wil l requi re prompt and thoughtful deci sions 
about zoning, taxati on,  consumer protection and l ocal  government  infrastructure. The  
Broward County Board of Count y Commissioners supports establishing an equitable 
system that promotes improvements to the state and local tax and fee st ructure for products 
and services that  will  strengthen Florida’s economy while maintaining revenue neut rality for 
local governments. 
 
The Broward County Board of County Commissioners supports the preservation of local 
government’s re sponsibili ty to manage public resources, including but  not  limited to, publi c 
rights-of -way. 
 
COMMUNITY SE RVICES 
A goal of county government is to invest resources in cultural  systems and cultural 
infrast ructure that best  support  our region as a global  destination, a center of l earning, and a 
marketplace of di verse communities.  An objecti ve of this goal is to increase attendance and 
expand opportunities for participation in arts and cultural events.  Recognizing the si gnifi cant 
role that arts and culture play in our economy and qualit y of li fe, the Broward County Board 
of County Commissioners supports legisl ation that promotes and enhances the arts, 
cul ture, and historic preservation. The Broward County Board of County Commissioners 
also supports the continuation of  recurring funding for cultural affairs and histori c 
preservation appropriations request incl uding capital projects. The Broward County Board 
of County Commissioners also supports an increase in statewide funding for the 
Entertainment Industry Financial Incentive Program.  
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Additionally, libraries are a free resource to the communit y that brings various learning 
opportunities to all.  The Broward County Board of County Commissioners supports full  
fundi ng of  State Aid to Libraries based on the current statutory formula providing counties a 
match for every local dollar spent. 
 
CONSUMER P ROTE CTION 
Broward County has been a leader in the enactment of ordinances to protect its residents 
against unfair and deceptive trade practices. The Broward County Board of County 
Commissioners supports legislation that provides increased consumer protection for 
Fl orida resi dents.  
 
The Broward County Board of County Commissioners opposes l egi slation which would 
preempt local consum er protection including, but not l imited to taxi and limousine permits, 
moving services and used cars. 
 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
A major goal of county government is to encourage economic development to promote a full 
range of high wage/high-skilled employment, busi ness and housing opportuniti es,  whi ch lead 
to improving the economy,  increasi ng the tax base, and encouraging di versity.  The Broward 
County Board of County Commissioners supports poli cies to enhance economi c 
development util izing various tools to i nduce business expansi on,  new capital investment and 
job creation.  The Broward County Board of County Commissioners supports the 
County’s evolvement  into a global  center for trade and i nvestment. The B oard support s 
legislation that promotes and enhances the growth of foreign direct  investment,  trade, and 
travel and tourism as facil itated by its O ffice of Economic Development , Convention & Visitors 
Bureau,  Port E verglades Department and Aviation Department  (Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood 
International Airport). The Broward County Board of County Commissioners also 
supports programs and efforts providing capital formation for small and emerging 
businesse s, the expansi on and creation of enterprise zones, and commercial  revitalization 
proj ects that help to enhance redevelopment in all distressed areas of t he County.  The  
Broward County Board of County Commissioners opposes legislati on that  results in a 
di sadvantage for County economic development,  in general, and touri sm, seaport,  aviati on, 
and transportati on, specifically, i f such l egislation impedes the County’s abil ity to make 
competiti ve business deci sions. 
 
EME RGENCY PREPAREDNESS AND MANAGEMENT  
The Broward County Board of Count y Commissioners supports a viable and full y 
integrated and coordinated local, state and federal disaster response structure.  
 
County emergency managers are the first  t o respond to citi zens and visitors during all 
emergencies including terrorism and natural disasters.   There are real and ongoing financial 
challenges for local governments, particularly law enforcement  and other first  responders.  
 
The Broward County Board of County Commissioners supports an “all hazards” 
approach to emergency management,  allowi ng local emergency managers the highest 
degree of  flexibil ity i n the expenditure of state and federal  funds.  Further, the Broward 
County Board of County Commissioners supports an increased commitment from the 
state to assist i ts emergency management partners in responding to all emergency situations. 
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EME RGING AND SMALL BUSINESS E NTERPRISE DEVE LOPMENT 
Recognizing the signifi cant  role business pl ays in our economy, the Broward County Board 
of County Commissioners encourages the growth and development  of emerging and small 
business enterprises within our geographical boundaries. The Broward County Board of 
County Commissioners supports polici es and legislation that  assist small, minority, and 
women-owned busi nesse s through such capacity building components as access to banking 
and fi nancing, insurance and bonding, business development and management technical 
assi stance,  and mentor-protégée programming. In addition,  the Broward County Board of 
County Commissioners supports prompt payment of contractors and subcontractors.  
 
EMINENT DOMAIN  
Eminent domain is just one of the useful tools available to local governments to ensure the 
development of necessary public inf rastructure.  The Florida Constitution and implementing 
statutory laws provide adequate protections to make sure property owners are full y 
compensated when their pri vate property is taken by government for public use.  Accordingly, 
the Broward County Board of County Commissioners opposes legi slation that further 
restricts or preempts the powers of  local  government  to ef fectively address cri tical 
infrast ructure projects and other economic development  projects that are vital to the 
economic prosperity of B roward County and the State of Flori da.  
 
ENERGY 
The Broward County Board of County Commissioners supports l egi slation that promotes 
energy efficiency, renewable energy, modes of transportation that encourage fewer cars on 
the road,  such as public transit , and transportation that util izes alternati ve/clean fuels.  Global 
warmi ng and energy security are criti cal issues for the S tate of Florida.  Broward County 
believes a comprehensive energy plan must address these concerns and provide solutions 
for its citizens.  The Broward County Board of County Commissioners supports 
establishment of the State Energy Commission and encourages i nclusion of County interests 
on the Energy Commissi on to ensure that local  government interests are served. The  
Broward County Board of County Commissioners supports t he development of a Fl orida 
Climate Change A ction Plan.  
 
EVERGLADES RESTORATION 
The Broward County Board of County Commissioners supports Everglades Restoration 
and recognizes that improving water quality is a key component to restoring the E verglades. 
The Broward County Board of County Commissioners supports the efforts of the 
Broward Everglades Worki ng Group and funding necessary to help ensure that  water qualit y 
standards are achieved in the Broward County basin that discharges storm water i nto the 
Everglades. 
 
The Broward County Board of County Commissioners supports the const ruction of the 
Water P reserve Area (WPA ), and implementation of Decompartmentalization and other 
Comprehensi ve Everglades Restoration Plan (CERP) projects important to Broward County. 
Additionally,  the County recognizes that  the E verglades and associated CE RP projects 
contribute valuable educational and recreational benefit s to resi dents and tourist s and that 
access to the Everglades is l imited in B roward County. The Broward County Board of 
County Commissioners supports federal and state funding for the WPA including the 13 
mile-long north-south paved trail recreational component of t he WPA. The Broward County 
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Board of County Commissioners also supports continued State funding of t he CERP to 
fulfil l federal and state agreements.   
 
FINANCE  AND TAXATION 
Counties need a revenue base that serves local needs and adequately finances the services 
and programs required by state and federal  mandates.  The Broward County Board of 
County Commissioners opposes reductions or exemptions to the current state tax revenue 
sources unless replacement  funding sources or reductions in mandates are i ncluded.  The  
Broward County Board of County Commissioners supports the creation and 
enhancement of  alternative public financing mechanisms at  the l ocal level to meet the ever-
increasing demands on county government. 
 
FLORIDA FOREVER AND SUCCESSOR PROGRAM 
Fl orida Forever is critical t o preserving and protecting the S tate’s endangered natural 
resources and provides si gnificant  funding for local land acqui sition programs such as 
Broward County’s Safe P arks and Land Preservation Bond P rogram. The Broward County 
Board of County Commissioners supports the State’s successful conservati on, recreati on, 
and public land acqui sition programs including Florida Forever and the funding of Florida 
Forever at historical levels and not at the expense of other state envi ronmental projects. 
 
The Broward County Board of County Commissioners supports a successor program 
that  stresses enhanced protection of  the State’s natural, cultural  and recreational resources 
and supports i ncreased funding levels to adequately address the needs.   The Broward 
County Board of Count y Commissioners also supports the inclusion of a provi sion in the 
successor program to consider of the use of land as a mitigating factor for cl imate change.    
 
GROWTH MANAGEMENT 
The Broward County Board of County Commissioners supports strong State Growth 
Management  regulation including the amendments adopted by the Legislature i n 2005 which 
provi de for mandatory school elements and school concurrency, and enhanced water suppl y 
pl anni ng.   The Broward County Board of County Commissioners opposes legisl ation that 
would restrict the county’s abil ity to assess and collect  impact  fees, i n order to miti gate the 
impact of new development on public facili ties and services. 
 
Through it s home rule authority and Charter, ratified by a vote of t he public i n 1974, Broward 
County was granted the authority to coordinate all countywi de land use planning through the 
Broward County Planning Council. The Broward County Board of County Commissioners 
opposes legislati on which would limit the County’s land use planning authorit y. Furthermore, 
the Broward County Board of County Commissioners supports retaini ng and 
strengthening local government land use control s over the siting of power plants, 
transmissi on lines, substations and other energy inf rastructure.  The Broward County Board 
of County Commissioners supports continuation of Broward County participation in the 
State’s G rowth Management Pilot Program.  
 
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 
Broward County recognizes the importance of providing basic human services to protect and 
assi st residents in need and has demonst rated it s commitment  to residents by provi ding 
county funding for the delivery of health, and human services with the purpose of promoting 
wellness and achieving self-suf ficiency.  
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  The Broward County Board of County Commissioners supports l ocal  involvement in 
the formulation and implementati on of  policies that  protect the health, mental health, safety 
and welfare of  Florida’s residents.  

  The Broward County Board of County Commissioners supports adequate and 
equitabl e fundi ng for human services from state agencies’ budgets and opposes any 
fundi ng reductions by the state in the areas of health,  mental health substance abuse, and 
servi ces to children, families and the elderly, including the homeless.  

  The Broward County Board of County Commissioners supports restori ng the funding 
of the Homeless Challenge Grant program to the original 2002 funding level s. 

  The Broward County Board of County Commissioners supports adequate and 
equitabl e funding of all organ transplants to the same level applied to Medicare reci pients. 

  The Broward County Board of County Commissioners supports legislation revi sing 
definitions of i ncapacity and incompetence and clarif ying health care surrogate and li ving 
wil l directives.   

  The Broward County Board of County Commissioners supports excluding t ranspl ant 
cl ients and others in need of  catastrophic health care services from the Medicaid reform 
pilot program i n order to ensure their abili ty to receive services. 

  The Broward County Board of County Commissioners supports adequate and 
equitabl e funding to serve residents of the regi on.   

  The Broward County Board of County Commissioners supports funding of  the A ging 
Resource Centers (ARC) to coordinate long term care services for seniors.  

  The Broward County Board of County Commissioners supports statewide funding for 
Community Care for the Elderly Programs through the Florida Department of Elder Af fairs. 

  The Broward County Board of County Commissioners supports amending §901.35, 
Florida Statutes, to provide that:  (1) eligibl e medical expenses of incarcerated individual s 
violating state law be paid by the state, and; (2) that payment  of medical expenses for 
incarcerated individuals is l imited to medical injuries or conditions directly caused by an 
arrest. 

  The Broward County Board of County Commissioners supports enacting legislati on to 
modify the state's Medicaid eligibil ity policies to ensure that an i ndividual's Medi caid 
benefit s are not terminated, but  rather suspended, when the person is arrested and 
incarcerated in a county jai l while awaiting t rial.    

  The Broward County Board of County Commissioners opposes any additional  cost 
shi fts in nursi ng home care.  

 
While Medicaid Reform was approved for Broward and Duval Counties for FY 2006 the 
Broward County Board of County Commissioners supports l egislation that requi res 
accurate evaluations of t he pilot  program si nce implementation plans include expansion. The  
Broward County Board of County Commissioners supports legisl ation that would 
mandate the Agency for Health Care Admi nistration to have constant  monitoring, accurate 
compilation of i nformation for issues from consumers,  while ensuring that  Choi ce Counsel ors 
have all necessary information about reform plans including pharmacy formularies, so  
consumers can make informed choices. The Board of County Commissioners opposes 
any legislation that  shift s costs to counties resulting from  reform or budget deficits or that 
di verts county funding to managed behavioral health care programs.  The Broward County 
Board of County Commissioners supports the continued funding of the Medicall y Needy 
Program to assist resi dents with their prescripti on needs and supports the reducti on of  the 
amount of the co-payment. The Broward County Board of County Commissioners 
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supports unrest ricted access to medication, the exemption of psychotropic medication from 
restricted formularies and opposes Medicaid’s Rest rictive P rescri ption Drug Formulary.  
 
HOME RULE 
Broward County is dedicated to the fundamental concept  that the government  closest to the 
people is the appropriate authorit y to serve the needs and requirements of  the community. 
The Broward County Board of County Commissioners supports maintai ning the integrit y 
of  home rule power,  which allows counties to develop and implement soluti ons to local 
problems. As a charter county, the Broward County Board of County Commissioners 
opposes legislati ve efforts that  interfere with governance or local government administration.  
 
HOME LAND SECURITY 
Improvement  of securit y measures has been given top priorit y at all levels of  government. 
The Broward County Board of County Commissioners supports expanding a close 
working relati onship with federal, state, and local government agencies to improve homeland 
security. Recogni zing that local government  is usually the first responder in crisis situati ons, 
partnership support and funding from all higher levels of government i s essential.  Securit y 
enhancements at Port  Everglades and the Fort Lauderdal e-Hollywood International Airport 
are of the highest priority to the County. The Brow ard County Board of County 
Commissioners supports state funding for equipment and technology to implement the Port 
and Airport security programs. 
 
JUVE NILE JUSTICE 
The Broward County Board of County Commissioners opposes any efforts to shift 
additional Department of Juvenile Justice costs or responsibil ities to counti es and opposes 
compensating the state for any unfunded mandates regarding juvenile justi ce.  The Broward 
County Board of County Commissioners further opposes pursuing a solution through 
offering up a portion of  the County’s revenue sharing program.   The Broward County 
Board of County Commissioners supports l egi slation to require the Department of 
Juvenile Justice to provide data necessary to process payments for pre-di sposition detention 
and to resolve bill ing disputes prior to payment being made.   
 
OCE AN OUTFALL  
The Broward County Board of County Commi ssioners has long recognized the necessity of 
protecting the County’s natural resources and has e stablished st rong envi ronmental practices 
and regulations designed to protect  and improve the qualit y of  our water resources and 
dependent ecosystems. This is evidenced by the impl ementation of many county standards 
and operational practices which are more stri ngent than those of t he state and federal 
governments. We st rive to ensure that  our policies and practices are gui ded by our 
environm ental commitments,  sound science, and accepted technologies.         
 
Wastewater disposal has been an issue of great concern to us as we seek to address the 
obvious infrastructural needs of  a growing urban population while protecting the natural 
systems that  contribute to our quality of li fe and provide the foundation for our strong 
economy. We currently uti lize all the available accepted technol ogi es as part  of our 
wastewater disposal practices and have supported regional efforts to ensure the conti nued 
protection of our coastal  waters and reef system.  Broward County, al ong with DEP,  NOAA 
and others,  is a partner in the Fl orida A rea Coastal  Envi ronmental Initiative, which i s currentl y 
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conducting a sci entific investi gation of  t he sources and relati ve contributions of various 
nutrient inputs to our coastal waters.   
 
Local governments have invested heavil y to develop existi ng wastewater disposal 
infrast ructure and the treatment  systems necessary to achieve current regulatory standards.   
The Broward County Board of County Commissioners supports l egislation that util izes 
sound scientific data to support any recommendations to minimize the use of ocean out fall s 
before proposing alternati ve disposal strategies that could potenti ally pose even greater 
environm ental concerns for our communities. 
 
PERSONNEL 
As major employers in the State of Florida, county commissions are directly accountable to 
thousands of  residents and employees. County commissions are responsible at t he local 
level f or fi scal, administrative and personnel deci sion-making. The Broward County Board 
of County Commissioners supports home rule abili ty to effectively manage,  at the local 
level, all  aspects of empl oyee salary and benefit packages in the best i nterest of  taxpayers as 
well  as employees.  The Broward County Board of County Commissioners supports the 
abili ty to protect the pri vacy and safety of its employees.  
 
SOVEREIGN IMMUNITY/GOVERNMENTAL LIABILITY 
Fl orida statutory l aw waives the soverei gn immunity of  the state, its agencies and 
subdivisions for tort liabili ty.  The waiver, found in Florida statute §768.28, is l imited to 
$100,000 per person or $200,000 per incident .  This l imited statutory wai ver is j ustified by 
strong,  long-standing publi c policy grounds i ncluding: 1) Protecting the public t reasuries from 
excessive i ncursi ons;  2) P reserving governmental discretion thus enabling flexible decision-
making without riski ng li abili ty;  3) Preventing excessi ve judicial entanglements in the 
di scretionary functions of  the executi ve and legi slati ve branches; 4) Protecting the orderl y 
admi nistration of government; and 5) Mi nimizing the chilling effect lawsui ts may have on law 
enforcement official s carrying out their duties.  
 
Expanding the l iability of  governmental bodi es,  by raisi ng the monetary wai ver l imits, 
el iminating the Fabre rule of apportioning fault amongst all responsible persons regardless of 
whether such persons have been made parti es to the particular action brought by the 
claimant,  or by otherwise weakening other tort -rel ated protections enjoyed by private and 
governmental defendants alike, will  result in unwanted consequences.  A n increase in the 
number of frivolous claims, lawsuits,  and the costs associated with litigation could result in 
signifi cant negative impacts to many Florida local governments.    
 
Accordingly,  the Broward County Board of County Commissioners opposes any 
legislative efforts to weaken or eliminate, t he sovereign immunity wai ver l imitations in Florida 
statute §768.28 or other tort-related protections governmental entities would otherwise enjoy 
as defendant parties.  The Broward County Board of County Commissioners further 
opposes any legislative efforts to increase the risk of  l iabil ity for local governments i ncluding 
legislation creating new, or expanding existing, causes of action and/or providing for recovery 
of attorneys’ fees and costs. 
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TRANSP ORTATION 
Broward County i s committed to providing a wide array of transportation options for resi dents, 
vi sitors, and commercial entities including public transit , airports, seaports, roads, bridges, 
and multi-purpose facili ties.  The Brow ard County Board of County Commissioners 
supports continued state funding for t ransit,  airport and seaport capital improvement projects 
as well as access to airport  and port  international trade databases.  The Broward County 
Board of County Commissioners supports state legi slation and funding that  promotes 
safe,  efficient regional interconnectivit y and supports legi slation that would reduce the local 
share for the statewide Transportation Regional Incentive Program (TRIP) to less than fift y 
percent.  The Broward County Board of Count y Commissioners supports greater fairness 
and equity in the di stri bution of state appropriations for transportation improvements through 
formula-based methodologies. 
 
The Broward County Board of County Commissioners supports state legislation granting 
local government’s maximum flexibil ity in planning and funding for viable transportation 
systems and infrast ructure and opposes l egi slation that pre-empts l ocal government  authorit y 
to regulate the impact  of current and future Florida Department of Transportation projects.  
 
The Broward County Board of County Commissioners supports preserving current law, 
which authori zes charter counties who adopted a charter prior to January 1, 1984 and county 
governments that have consolidated with one or more municipalities, to levy a 1-cent local 
option transit system sales tax and the discretion to distribute these revenues to 
muni cipalities pursuant to an inter-local agreement, and further support s a dedicated funding 
source for regional transportation. 
 
The Broward County Board of County Commissioners opposes state l egi slation that 
preempts counties f rom regulating aggregate mining siting; although, the County understands 
the importance and need for aggregate in the region as a way to reduce costs for 
construction and transportation projects. 
 
UNFUNDED MANDATES 
Frequent  state directives mandate local governments to provide services or programs without 
provi ding appropriate revenue or funding sources to implement  or enforce the required 
activit y. These unfunded mandates can compromi se a county’s abili ty to provi de essential 
and di scretionary services deemed appropriate by the local community. The Broward 
County Board of County Commissioners opposes any l egi slation that im plements 
unfunded mandates on a local government’s f iscal and public policy unless the state provides 
its own funding source.   
 
WATER 
The Broward County Board of  County Commissioners supports legisl ation that 
maintains the existing funding level s for alternative water resource development and support s 
partnership programs that wil l help to meet growing water resource needs and goals of the 
County and State.   
 
The Broward County Board of County Commissioners supports the development by the 
Fl orida Department  of Environmental Protection, the Water Management  Districts,  and uti lit y 
stakeholders of a water conservati on guidance document that wil l provide a resource for 
util ities of varying sizes to develop and implement a goal-based water conservation program. 
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Additionally,  the Broward County Board of County Commissioners supports 
conservation initiatives such as, public out reach and improved irrigation practi ces,  as ways to 
conserve val uable water resources. However,  the Broward County Board of County 
Commissioners opposes mandatory programs which m ay not  be feasibl e or fiscally effici ent 
for B roward County. 
 
The Broward County Board of County Commissioners supports Florida’s existing water 
law that  i s based on the principles that water is a publi c resource and that  water allocations 
may not be sold or transferred.   The County believes that current  law provides suffici ent 
protection for water and natural resources while also providing for reasonable and beneficial 
uses of water for the public. The Broward County Board of County Commissioners 
opposes modifications to Florida water law that would: a) change the guiding principles of 
the State’s water laws, b) allow the sale of water allocati ons, and/or c) change the intent of 
local sources first provi sions especially as i t relates to the Central and Southern Flood 
Control Project and the Comprehensive E verglades Restoration Plan (CERP) 
implementation. The Broward County Board of County Commissioners opposes effort s 
to diminish the State’s authorit y to reserve water according to State and Federal  law or any 
other effort s that would negatively impact the Comprehensive E verglades Restoration Pl an. 
Additionally, the Broward County Board of County Commissioners supports State and 
local efforts to jointl y seek state funding to further drainage and other water management 
proj ects to improve flood protection and surface water quality. 
 
WETLANDS 
The Broward County Board of County Commissioners supports legislation that requi res 
effecti ve functional mitigation for impacts to wetlands whi ch occurs as closely as possible to 
the area impacted, and which reflects the characteristics of the impacted area.  The Broward 
County Board of County Commissioners opposes any effort s that  would negativel y 
impact the County’s abil ity to regulate the wetlands resources of Broward County i ncluding 
through its del egated authorit y to implement the S tate’s Environmental Resource Permit 
(ERP) Program.  
 
The State and County have long recognized the unique and valuable role that i solated 
wetlands provide and have afforded appropriate protection of  t hi s val uable resource. 
Therefore, the Broward County Board of County Commissioners opposes efforts to 
modify existing law that may dimini sh the protection of isolated wetlands or legislation that 
would require counti es to permit wetlands impacts in violation of l ocal  comprehensive pl ans, 
ordi nances, or regulations. Additionally, the Brow ard County Board of County 
Commissioners supports efforts to reduce duplicative permitting so long as they do not 
lessen local government authority.  
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Appropriation Requests   
Section Two 

 
 
Beach E rosion Control Project - $1,012,300  
Support  funding f or  sand replacem ent on approxim at ely . 5 miles of Pom pano B each, 1 mile 
of  Lauderdale-By-the-Sea Beach, 3 .5 m iles of Fort Lauderdale Beach, 1 mile  of  John U. 
Ll oyd Beach St ate P ark, .1  mi le  of  D ania Beach, 4  miles of H ollywood Beach and 1.1 m iles of 
Hallandale Beach. 
 
Glass Beach Demonstration Project - $350,000  
Support  funding for permitting, envi ronm ental  im pact  assessm ent,  const ructi on and 
envi ronm ental  moni toring of the glass beach project.  
 
North P erry Ai rport Runway 9L/27R Overlay- $1,629,600 
Support  funding of a  const ruction project  for an overlay of runway 9L/27R at N orth Perry 
Ai rport; an overlay extends the li fe  o f t he runway pavem ent and ensures a safe operating 
envi ronm ent for ai rcraft. 
 
Northwest Federated Women’s Club Building - $500,000  
Support  funding f or repai rs and renovations to the Northwest  Federated Women’s Club 
Senior Center, Bui lding 1, which services low income elders wi thin  B roward County. 
 
Port Ev erglades Inlet Sand Bypassing Project Implementation - $350,000  
Support  funding the State 50% share of  the estim ated to tal  cost s of  engineering/ desi gn, 
perm itting, envi ronm ental  impact asse ssm ent, construction, ini tial  physical and environmental  
m oni toring of t he sand bypass project.   
 
Real Time Transit Information S ystems - $2,000,000 
Support  funding f or  real  tim e transi t i nform ation system s to be implemented on the f ol lowing 
corridors/routes:  Sam ple R oad ( route 34 from  A-1-A in  Pom pano B each t o NW 124 A venue 
in  Coral  Springs); Oakland Park Blvd.  (route 72 f rom  A-1-A in  Fort Lauderdale to  S awgrass 
Mil ls M all , City o f Sunri se) ; Sunri se Blvd. (route 36 f rom  A-1-A in  Fort Lauderdale to 
Sawgrass M i lls M all , Cit y of  Sunri se) ; B roward Blvd. ( route 22 from  Andrews Avenue Fort 
Lauderdale to  Saw grass M il ls Mal l,  Ci ty of S unrise);  Sheridan Street (route 12 f rom  North 
Beach Park,  Hol lywood to West Regional  T erminal , Cit y of Sunrise); Universit y Drive (route 2 
from  West view Dri ve in  Coral  Springs to  Golden Glades P ark and Ride,  M iami-Dade County); 
Federal  Highway (route 1 from  Sam ple Road in Coral  Springs to  A vent ura Mall , Miami -Dade 
Count y). 
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Legislative Proposals 
Section Three  

 
Affordable Housing Sadowski Trust Fund  
Support  legi slation to  rem ove t he cap ef fective FY 07-08 placed on the S adow ski  T rust Fund 
for affordabl e housing program s and support  ful l util izati on of  the dedicated revenues i n the 
fund for state and local  housi ng needs. 
 
Alternative Water Supply 
Support  continued and increased funding for  A lternative Water Supply projects and legi slative 
changes that w ould improve the project  planning and developm ent process to  bett er  m eet the 
growing w ater supply needs of the County.   
 
Beach Renourishment Dedicated Funding Source   
Protect and retain the dedicated use of docum entary stam p revenues for beach erosion 
program s throughout the State of Florida. 
 
Bid Confidentiality for Local Road Construction Proj ects 
Am end stat e statut es to  provide local  governm ent the sam e authori ty as the Florida 
Departm ent of  T ransport ation t o protect the confidentiali ty o f bid  cost estim at e inform ation f or 
local road construction project s. 
 
Broward Watershed Improv ement District  
Oppose any attem pt by the Brow ard Soil  and Water Conservation District (BSWCD) to 
amend Chapter 582 F.S. to  broaden the electorate eligible to vote on the form ation of a 
Wat ershed Improvem ent  Di stri ct, such as ef fort to  change the term  “landowner”  or “el ect ors 
who are owners of freeholds”  to “qual ified elector ”. 
 
Climate Change 
Support  a Stat e com prehensi ve Cl imate Change A cti on Plan, energy pol icies, and other 
initiati ves to  reduce carbon dioxide and other com pounds in the atm osphere whi ch wi ll  help to 
provi de solutions f or  present  and future generations,  including ecosystem  sust ainabi li ty, long 
term  wat er  supply,  flood protection, publi c heal th  and safety, and economic growth and 
prosperi ty.  Additionally, suppor t establi shing state fundi ng sources t o assi st local  
governments t o develop and implem ent necessary clim ate change initia tives.   
 
Concealed Weapons or Firearms in Public Buildings 
Support  legisla tion to  prohibit  the carrying of concealed weapons or fi rearm s i nto publi c 
bui ldings or facil ities and oppose any effor ts to limit an em ployer’s abil ity to  establi sh policies 
and procedures for a safe work envi ronm ent.  
 
Continuation and Expansion of KidCare 
Support  the continuation of t he Florida Healt hy Kids Program, expand outreach effort s to 
enrol l m ore eligible  children whi le  covering chi ldren who are not T itle XX I eligible, and 
el im inate any requi rem ents on Counties to participate as local m atching enti ties. 
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Conv eyances Not Subject To Tax 
Al low the addi tion or  rem oving of any person who i s JT RS,  Life  Estate Holder  or rem ainder-
holder when no consideration changes hands and the grantor previously paid docum ent ary 
stam ps or f ees on t he sam e m ortgage to  which he or she would be expect ed to  pay again on 
hal f o f the outst anding balance.  
 
Cooperativ e Property Transfer  
Am end Fl orida St atutes to  requi re the true am ount  of  consi deration be reported wi th  all  
property transfers.  
 
Day Treatment Pilot Match Program 
Encourage t he creation and usage of cost -eff ective, hospi tal -based day treatment  by off ering 
a state (AH CA) m at ch to privately raised, non-county dollars f or such program s. 
 
Developmentally Disabled Managed Care 
Oppose legisl ative action that would requi re developm ental ly disabled individuals to be 
served by publi c or private m anaged care enti ties.  
 
DRI Threshold for Hotel Development 
Am end Florida Statutes t o reduce the DRI threshol d, in counties wit h a population great er 
than 500,000, to 350 or m ore room s, instead of 750 or m ore room s.   
 
Duties of the Property Appraiser – Inv estigativ e Authority  
Am end legislati on to  al low County P roperty Appraisers to  swear cer tain  designated 
empl oyees f or civil investi gative powers of  enforcing aut hority.   Such enf orcing authori ty shall  
include the adm inistra tion of oaths and affi rm ations, subpoena authori ty or m atter and the 
col lection of evi dence.  
 
Elimination of Tangible P ersonal P roperty 
Am end the Flori da Constit ution and Florida Law to allow f or  the el imination of not less t han 
$25,000 of asse ssed value of  personal  property subject to  tangibl e personal  propert y for the 
purpose of ad val orem  t axation, and al lowing by General Law, inflationary adjust ment s. 
 
Expenditure/Revenue Caps 
Oppose any effort to  am end the S tate C onstit ution to allow  the Legi slature to  place artificial  
caps upon count y and cit y governm ents.   Further, oppose any legislation which seeks to  
impose revenue caps upon l ocal  governments including legislation disqualifying a local  
government’s par ticipation in t he hal f-cent sa les tax di stribution under present state l aw. 
 
Fertilizer/Urban Turf Rule 
Oppose preem ption of county authorit y to  regulate the use and application of fertil izer.  
Support  enhanced st atewi de prom otion of the Florida Green Industries Best M anagem ent 
Practi ces as a basic level  of water qualit y protection.   Support legisla tion that would allow 
counti es to  develop regional  approaches t o ferti lizer and other w at er  qualit y issues t hat take 
in to account particular local concerns rel ating to  geology and hydrology.   
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Financial Responsibility for Medical E xpenses of Incarcerated Individuals  
Am end §901.35, Fl orida Statutes, to  provide that el igible  medical  expenses of incarcerated 
individuals violating state law be pai d by the state.  In  addition, am end said statute t o provide 
that  paym ent  of m edical expenses for incarcerated individual s i s limi ted to m edical i njuries or 
conditions d i rectly caused by an arrest; and in sit uations where t he m edi cal  care received i s 
deem ed “catast rophic”, create a cap on County liabi li ty. 
 
Fi rst Time Homebuyers Assessment Limitation  
Am end Arti cle  V II sec.  4, of  the Florida Consti tution to  provide f or  count y option f or  fi rst tim e 
hom ebuyers of up to  $100,000 in  asse ssm ent reduction over a fi ve-year period.  
 
HMO and Nursing Home Medicaid Billing  
Am end state statutes to  requi re AHCA and/or DCF to i dentify pati ent s, verif y residential  
sta tus and address,  and identif y hospital  treatm ent centers.  Am end state statutes t o suppl y a 
m echanism  for appealing AHCA subm itted invoices on the basis of  resi dency or insufficiency 
of data.   
 
Independent Taxing Districts  
Support  legi slation requi ring m em bers of independent  special  districts wi t h taxi ng authori ty to 
be el ect ed.  
 
Information Technology S ecurity Legislation 
Am end state statut es to  exem pt f rom  t he public records l aw any docum ents rel at ed to  IT  
securi ty t ool s used to  m oni tor and protect local governm ent’s IT  infrastruct ure for the general  
public and others w ho m ay do harm,  damage or  inappropriat el y obtain proprie tary, 
confidential , or securi ty in form ation.  
 
Journey Person Superv ision  
Am end state statutes t o requi re a journey person in  a supervisory posi tion on al l construction 
proj ects. 
 
Medicaid Eligibility of Incarcerated Indiv iduals  
Enact  legislation to  m odi fy the state 's M edicaid eligibil it y policies t o ensure that an i ndividual 's 
M edi caid benefits are not t erminated, but rat her suspended,  when t he person i s arrested and 
incarcerated in a count y jai l while awai ting trial, facil itating presumed el igibi li ty upon re-entry.    
 
Medicaid Nursing Home Cost Share    
Oppose legisla tion which increases the cost  share t o counties for Medicaid nursing hom e 
recipients in excess of the current $55 per m onth per pati ent amount.   
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Mobile Home Relocation 
Am end state statutes to: 

  increase t he noti ce tim e peri od when a park owner  seeks t o evict a  mobile hom e 
ow ner due to  a change in the use of a m obile  hom e park from six m ont hs to 1 year;  

  equalize the paym ents m ade by park ow ners to  the Florida Mobile Home R elocation 
Corporation t o the hi gher am ounts paid by the C orporation to  evicted m obile  hom e 
ow ners under current law; and 

  requi re park owners and mobi le  hom e owners t o develop a m utually agreed upon 
rel ocation contingency plan that wi ll  appl y when t he park owner  changes t he use of  all  
or any portion of the m obile hom e park and the change has the effect  o f di splacing one 
or m ore hom e owners.  

 
National Securi ty S tandard and ID for Port Ev erglades 
Support  legisla tion t o create one universal  identi fi cation card that includes a biom etri c 
credential  for port workers and visi tors i n order t o aut horize t hei r unescor ted access to  secure 
areas of vessels and f aci li ties using ei ther  the Florida U ni form  Port Access Credential  
(FUPA C) or the national T ransportation Worker Identificati on Credenti al  (TWIC) program .  
 
Nursing Home Medicaid Funding Share 
Al low B roward County to waive its M edi caid nursing hom e funding share and use those 
dol lars locally to  reduce costs through hom e and comm uni ty based services t o frai l elders.   
 
Property Tax Administration – Research and Tabulation of Data 
Requi re the Florida D epartment of  Revenue to  produce an annual  report showing which cities 
and counties increased property taxes during the prior year and by w hat  percentage, and 
showing the percentage of property taxes paid by hom estead, non-hom estead resi dential, 
comm ercial and industrial  properties.   T he report will  also separate out the portion of  the 
budget  for County expendi tures and each of  the Constitutional  Officers; budget expendi tures 
di rectl y resul ting from  state and federal  mandates; and also outline the previous year’s 
mil lage rate, amount of new propert y on the tax rolls and the proposed mi llage rate. R equi re 
county property appraisers and t he Florida Departm ent o f R evenue to  publ ish data using 
form s D R-403, DR -420 and D R-489 on t hei r respective websi tes.  
 
Qui t Claim Deed Usage Restriction 
Am end state statutes to  requi re: 1) a  statem ent of  i ntent  on all  Q uit Claim  Deeds,  and; 2) Quit 
Claim D eeds, not prepared by a l icensed attorney or l icensed ti tle com pany, be presented f or 
recording in person, accompanied with a valid  phot o identi fi cation.  
 
Reclassi fication of Canals  
Oppose any att em pt  by the Legislature or Fl orida Departm ent of Envi ronm ental  Protection to 
reclassi fy canals or any other w at er body and oppose any other ef forts that w ould lead to 
lower water qual ity and envi ronm ent al st andards. 
 
Red Light Safety  
Support  legislation which al lows t he use of tra ffic detection cam eras t o enforce red light 
saf et y and allow for  civil  inf ractions. 
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South Florida Regional  Transit Authority (S FRTA) 
Support legisla tion that reauthorizes t he $2 rental  car surcharge and di stri butes to  each 
county t hat  support s a reg ional  t ransport ation authori ty all  surcharge proceeds generated in 
such county to expand and enhance transi t services.   
 
State Funding Formulas 
Am end st ate statutes to adjust form ula di stri bution to  recognize the differential  cost s in 
provi ding services statewide and t o maximi ze the am ount of  state f unds to  w hich Brow ard 
Count y is entitled under various state program s pursuant t o adopt ed state funding form ulas.   
 
Statewide Stormwater S tandards  
Oppose any attem pt by the Legislature or the Florida Departm ent of Environmental  
Protection (FDEP) to  reduce w ater quali ty t reatm ent standards. Oppose any preem ption of 
local government authori ty over the nature and qual ity o f storm water di scharges.  
 
Strategic Intermodal System Funding 
Am end state statutes to  add a transportation faci li ties category to  t he Strategic Int erm odal  
System (SIS) to expand funding opti ons under the program.   
 
Tax Col lector Authority 
To provide t he T ax Collect or addi tional enforcem ent tools to  collect  del inquent t angible 
personal  property taxes by m aking the property owner personally l iable for del inquent  taxes 
(i. e., m aking the owed taxes a personal  debt ), authorizing t he Tax Col lector to  contract wi th 
private attorneys and private collection agencies to  collect del inquent taxes,  and requi ring 
del inquent taxpayers to pay t he cost of collection.  
 
TRIM Notices  
Am end state statutes to  allow counties to  notice t axpayers of the porti on/ percentage of 
property taxes att ributed to the Constit utional Officers.  
 
Ti re Remov al  
Support  Florida Departm ent of E nvironmental  Protection ’s funding request  for the rem oval  of 
approxim at ely 700, 000 waste ti res that were placed offshore in  the early 1970’s for the 
creation of an arti ficial reef. 
 
Value Adjustment Board Hiring Special Magistrates  
Am end F.S.  194.035(1) to  allow  for t he hi ring of Special  M agi strates by V alue Adjustm ent 
Boards.   
 
Value Adjustment Board Modifications 
Support  legisl ation maintaining the current  m em bershi p as statut orily m andated, oppose 
changing the wait  period for reschedul ing hearings, and oppose the ref unding of fil ing fees.    
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LOCAL BILLS 

Section 4 
 

 
Repeal of Obsolete Municipal Annexation S pecial  Act 
Repeal  of C hapter 74-442, which prohibi ts m uni cipali ties from  annexing any propert y unless 
the m unicipal ity has adopted a land use plan. T his is an obsolet e speci al act. 
 
Repeal of Obsolete Platting Special Acts 
Repeal  o f special act s enacted prior to the effecti ve date (January 1,  1975) of the Broward 
Count y Charter . 
 
Repeal of Obsolete Tax Assessor Special Act 
Repeal  of Chapter 61-1960, rela ting to pla ts by the tax assessor.  
 
South Broward Utility Advisory Board Membership  
Support  local bil l to change the m embership requi rem ent s of the S outh B roward Uti lit y 
Advisory Board by eliminating the tw o appointm ents by B roward County Board of  Count y 
Commissioners and replaci ng them  wi th  two appoi ntm ents by the T ow n of Southwest 
Ranches.   
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