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SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES 

Marcia Barry-Smith is President and CEO of MBS Consulting Services, designing and implementing 
successful strategies that provide solutions to affordable housing barriers. She is 
currently serving her fourth term as the Broward Housing Council Chair. In July 2021, 
United Way of Broward engaged MBS Consulting Services as their Executive Housing 
Strategist to develop a plan for their goals of decreasing homelessness and increasing 
housing affordability in Broward County. Ms. Barry-Smith has over 30 years in the 
banking and financial industry and an extensive housing advocacy background as 
previous Director of Community Outreach, Government Policy and Advocacy, Habitat 
for Humanity of Broward. Recently appointed to the Broward County Racial Equity Task 
Force, she serves on various boards including BBX Capital Inc., Neighbors for 
Neighbors, Women in Distress and City of Lauderhill Affordable Housing Committee.  

Contact:  mbsconsultsvs@hotmail.com | 954.557.6815 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Anne Ray directs the Florida Housing Data Clearinghouse (flhousingdata.shimberg.ufl.edu), an online source  
of data on affordable housing needs and supply. Ms. Ray is responsible for producing 
the Center’s triennial Statewide Rental Market Study and has co-authored numerous 
re ports on statewide and local housing needs. She currently coordinates the Center’s 
w ork on evictions and foreclosures and housing responses to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S ince joining the Shimberg Center in 2001, Ms. Ray also has performed research on 
p ublic housing, preservation of affordable rental housing, energy efficiency in the 
a ffordable housing stock, the housing needs of persons with disabilities, farmworker 
housing, homelessness among Florida children and youth, and the Low-Income  
Housing Tax Credit. She received a BA from the University of Michigan and a Masters 
in Urban Planning and Policy from the University of Illinois at Chicago.

Contact: aray@ufl.edu | 352.273.1195 
By mail: Schimberg Center for Housing Studies, University of FL | PO Box 15703 | Gainesville, FL  32611 

MODERATOR

Jo Sesodia, AICP is Director of the Broward County Planning and Development Management Division (PDMD). 
Ms. Sesodia has over 20 years of experience in urban planning and project 
management, including zoning, development management and strategic planning. She 
has spent her career in municipal, county and regional government. She leads Broward 
County’s PDMD, which provides comprehensive planning, growth management, and 
regulatory services. Since 2015, she has served as staff liaison to the Broward Housing 
Council. She has also worked professionally in Missouri and in the U.K. Ms. Sesodia is 
a member of the American Institute of Certified Planners and a graduate of University 
of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, England.  

Contact: jsesodia@broward.org | 954.357.6602 
By mail: Broward County PDMD | 1 North University Drive, Box 102 | Plantation, FL 33324 

http://flhousingdata.shimberg.ufl.edu/
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PANEL A: CHALLENGES 

 Lisa A. Vecchi is President and CEO of Broward Housing Solutions where she has been addressing the root 
cause of homelessness with affordable housing. Recently awarded $1M by The Jim 
Moran Foundation, Broward Housing Solutions is acquiring multi-family properties to 
serve homeless people, ages 55+, who also have a diagnosed mental illness through its 
‘Senior Solutions’ affordable housing program. Indefatigably passionate about 
eradicating Broward County’s serious social issues surrounding homelessness, Ms. 
Vecchi has 27 years of business experience serving as a healthcare executive has 
enabled her to work closely with low-income, homeless, and disabled clients with 
behavioral health disorders.  Since 2009, Vecchi has been serving as Board Member 
and former Vice Chair of the Broward Housing Council where she continues her efforts 
in abolishing homelessness by providing affordable housing. 

Contact: lisav@browardhousingsolutions.org | 954.764.2800 
By mail: Broward Housing Solutions | 308 SE 18th Court | Ft. Lauderdale, FL  33316 

 Dr. Ned Murray, AICP  is Associate Director of the Jorge M. Perez Florida International University (FIU) 
Metropolitan Center. He has over 25 years of professional and academic experience in  
city planning, housing and economic development and has published and presented 
numerous related articles. He holds a Ph.D. in Urban and Regional Planning from the 
U niversity of Massachusetts (Amherst) and is a professionally certified planner with the 
A merican Planning Association (APA). As a leading expert in the area of economic and 
hous ing market analysis, he has authored several landmark housing market and needs 
st udies completed in South Florida in the past 15 years, including the Broward County 
Affordable Housing Needs Assessment and  subsequent updates. He recently served as 
Principal Investigator on affordable housing needs assessments/master plans for Palm 
Beach County, City of Miami, and Miami-Dad e County.   

Contact: murrayn@fiu.edu | 954.438.8603 
By mail: Jorge M. Perez Metropolitan Center, FIU | 1930 SW 145TH Avenue, Room 302 | Miramar, FL 33027 

Justine Morgan is VP of Strategic Capital and Commun ity Relations for Habitat for Humanity of Broward where 
she is developing the private-p ublic partnerships critical to leading Broward County 
through the affordable housing  crisis. Prior to Habitat for Humanity of Broward, she was 
the Charitable Funds Director at the Community Foundation of Broward, leading client 
relations to achieve the philanthropic goals of high-net-worth individuals, families, 
private sector organizations, c ivic groups, and community leaders.  With extensive 
experience in loan origination,  underwriting, and compliance, she navigated struggling 
families through financial difficulties while at Wells Fargo and WCS Lending, LLC. A 
Florida native, Ms. Morgan graduated from Florida Atlantic University (Boca Raton) with 
a Bachelors of Business Admin istration in Marketing and Management.  She also serves 
on the Advisory Council for bo th Arc Broward and Canine Assisted Therapies.  

Contact: justine@habitatbroward.org | 954.396.3003 x 213 
By mail: Habitat for Humanity of Broward | PO Box 5209 | Deerfield Beach, FL 33442 

mailto:lisav@browardhousingsolutions.org
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PANEL B: OPPORTUNITIES 

 Walter B. Duke III is President of Walter Duke + Par tners, Inc., a leading provider of appraisals and market 
studies for LIHTC and affordable housing pr ojects throughout Florida since 1975 for a 
wide variety of local and national clients. He currently chairs the Affordable Housing 
Subcommittee of the Broward Workshop and co-chairs the Affordable Housing 
Committee for the Prosperity Partnership of  the Greater Fort Lauderdale Alliance. He is 
also the former Mayor of Dania Beach and  Chair of the Dania Beach CRA. Mr. Duke 
recently led a group of local stakeholders to  successfully lobby the Broward County 
Commission to provide up to $48M in gap funding for the Broward affordable housing 
developments for FY 2022. This funding will  accommodate up to 1,200 new affordable 
units in Broward County. Mr. Duke and his w ife and partner, Lisa, serve on a number of 
charitable and professional boards and organizations.

Contact: walter@walterduke.com  | 954.587.2701 
By mail: Walter Duke + Partners, Inc. | 2860 W State Roa d 84, Suite 109 | Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33312 

 Ralph Stone is Director of the Broward County Housing Finance and Community Redevelopment Division and  
se rves as a (non-voting) member on the Broward Housing Council. He earned a 
b achelor’s degree in English from the University of Central Florida and master's degree 
in  Urban and Regional Planning from Florida State University. Mr. Stone has held 
num erous senior positions in local government in Florida including City Manager, Asst. 
C ity Manager for Economic Development, Executive Director of Downtown 
D evelopment Authority, CRA Executive Director and Planning Director. He has 
sup ervised various programs that address housing, planning, zoning, building and 
p ermits, code enforcement and neighborhood services.  Mr. Stone has written and/or 
d irected over 30 award-winning plans, including Governor's Award for the Best Large 
C ity Comprehensive Plan in the State of Florida.  

Contact: rstone@broward.org | 954.357.5320 
By mail: Broward County HFCRD | 110 NE 3rd Street, Suite 300 | Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33301 
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  Kathleen Cannon is President and CEO of United Way of Broward County where she utilizes her talents and 
bilities to recognize a need and seek out partners to create long-lasting positive 
olutions. As a social worker by trade, she understands firsthand the impact that non-

profits have in the community. Ms. Cannon has been in executive leadership for over 
25 years, utilizing her philosophy to lead with intention, purpose and to be strategic and 
goal oriented. She feels motivating and inspiring others to excellence starts with a 
profound sense of integrity and a positive regard for all stakeholders. Her experience 
s a direct service provider and administrator contributes to running a well-rounded 
ommunity organization. These attributes, combined with her visionary abilities and 
harp business acumen, make her a motivating leader. Ms. Cannon has received 
everal accolades for her leadership and dedication to changing all lives for the better. 

Contact: kcannon@unitedwaybroward.org | 954.453.3724 
By mail: United Way of Broward County | 1300 S Andrews Avenue | Fort Lauderdale, FL 33316 
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