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CENTRAL COUNTY
COMMUNITY ADVISORY BOARD
MEETING DATE

August 20, 2014

MEETING TIME

6:00P.M.

MEETING LOCAT ION

Roosevelt Gardens Park Community Center
2841 N.W. 11 1h Street
Fort Lauderdale, FL 333 I I

CCCAB PURPOSE:

To serve in an advisory capacity to the Broward County Board of County
Commissioners relative to unincorporated Central County Community issues.
The CCCAB shall act as liaison between the Commission and the Central County
Community; hold meetings to receive resident's comments; prepare and submit
recommendations to the Commission; and perform other relate activities as
requested by the Commission.

AGENDA
Call to Order by Chair
Roll Call

I . Approval of Minutes of June 18, 20 14 Meeting*.
2. Trash and Debris in Swale. (Solid Waste and Recycling Services)

3. Abandoned Properties and Code Violations. (Code & Zoning Enforcement Section)
4. Planning and Redevelopment Staff Activities

* Board Action Item

Next Quarterly Meeting Will Be October 15, 20 14

FLORIDA

Agenda Item #1

Approval of Minutes of June 18, 2014 Meeting

B~~ARD
COUNTY
FLORIDA
Environmental Protection and Growth Management Department

PLANNING AND REDEVELOPMENT DIVISION
115 S. Andrews Avenue, Room 329K • Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33301 • 954-357-6634 • FAX 954-357-8655

SUMMARY OF MINUTES
CENTRAL COUNTY COMMUNITY ADVISORY BOARD MEETING
WEDNESDAY, June 18TH, 2014- 6:00PM

Franklin Park Community Center
2501 Franklin Drive
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 333 11

Board Members Present:
Ms. Alverine Brihm, Chairperson
Ms. Julia Porter, Vice Chairperson Advisory Board Member
Ms. Tanya Freeman
Mr. Theotis Pressley
Reverend Jesse Scipio
Mr. Eligha Lewis III (entered the meeting during discussion of non-agenda related items)

Board Members Excused or Absent:
Mr. Robert Miller

County Staff:
Commissioner Dale V. Holness, Broward County Commission
Ms. Lahoma Scarlette, Broward County Commission District 9
Mr. Henry Sniezek, Broward County Planning and Redevelopment Division
Mr. Sheldon Riles, Broward County Planning and Redevelopment Division
Mr. Michael Huneke, Broward County Planning and Redevelopment Division
Ms. Maribel Feliciano, Broward County Planning and Redevelopment Division
Ms. Heather Cunniff, Code and Zoning Enforcement Unit Manager
Mr. Chris Atkinson , Broward County OESBD

Mr. Steve Tinsley, Broward County OESBD
Mr. JeffDay, Zoning Official
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Mr. John E. Naclerio III, Office of the County Attorney
Mr. Gerald Henry, Code Enforcement & Community Code Compliance
Mr. Sandy-Michael McDonald, RHS Director of Economic and Small Business Development
The Chair called the meeting to order and requested roll call be taken by Ms. Heather Cunniff

After roll call the Chair asked that each speaker be recognized by the Chair before commenting or asking
questions to ensure having an orderly meeting, and also asked that the agenda be followed.

Approval ofMinutes ofApri/16, 2014 Meeting
Ms. Julia Porter motioned to approve the minutes as written. Mr. Theotis Pressley seconded the motion
and the minutes were unanimously approved.

Board Follow-Up on the April 16, 2014 discussion of the Proposed NW 21h
Economic development strategy
Mr. Henry Sniezek spoke of the 3 components brought before the Central County Community Advisory
Board in April. A "Safe Streets" proposal, identifying targets for redevelopment, and a funding strategy
handed out previously by Mr. Sandy-Michael McDonald, RHS Director of Economic and Small Business
Development.
Mr. Sniezek asked for their recommendation on these matters so staff could move forward.
Mr. Theotis Pressley questioned making 27th A venue a two lane road and proposed alternative ideas. He
then stated he is not supporting this proposal.
Mr. Sniezek responded to Mr. Pressley's question and Lt. Richard Pisanti also addressed the proposed
changes for 27th A venue pointing out the ways in which crime could be deterred as a result. Discussion
followed.
A visitor asked about the business portion of the proposed plan.
Mr. Sandy-Michael McDonald addressed this question and pointed out that he met with various property
and business owners to discuss this matter and the ways in which they are impacted by the proposal. He
stated that he wanted to target businesses along 271h Avenue that would be willing to take one of the
demolition grants or loans to make sure that we can improve that area. Mr. McDonald also emphasized
that the goal is to take a look at Central County in its entirety and if there was another property or
business that is interested, willing and able to receive a grant or loan to improve their property, they
would do that at the same time. He continued to describe this process.
The Chair asked if this proposal is approved, what is the timeline on the project and when will it begin.
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Mr. McDonald said if it's approved by the County Commission, there would be a 90 day period to work
out the definition of the loan program, the grant program and those necessary criteria; however there is a
realistic chance there could be some action by the end of this calendar year.
The Chair asked what the tax incentive will be that is allocated to housing improvement.
Mr. McDonald noted the possibility of increased tax dollars from commercial investments to be used in

the residential community.
Reverend Jesse Scipio spoke of the importance of job creation being included in the criteria for the
allocation of grant funds.
Mr. Sniezek noted that Ms. Bertha Henry has been fully briefed on the proposed Economic

Development Strategy. He also pointed out that some of the funding that is being proposed for this
project is being requested from the Broward MPO and the MPO supports the bicycle improvement
aspect of it. If this is removed from the project, there will be less money to work with.
The Chair called for a motion to move the Economic Development Strategy forward.
Ms. Julia Porter made a motion to move forward with the Economic Development Strategy. The
motion was seconded and passed 3 to 2.

Staff Update on Stationary Mobile food Units
Mr. Jeff Day highlighted key points of the ordinance which allows accessory outdoor grilling at
restaurants and adding hours of operation for mobile food units. One is a time limit of 4 years at the
same location and another being operating hours from 11 :OOAM to 11 :OOPM.
Mr. John E. Naclerio III reiterated the requests which brought about this proposed ordinance and
explained its requirements in terms of its two aspects, accessory outdoor grilling and operating a
stationary mobile food unit.
The Chair asked for an explanation of item 1 which states that an existing restaurant holding a current
certificate of use shall obtain a new certificate.

Mr. Day explained that a new site plan process will have to be done and it will be amended to read
accessory outside grilling.
Commissioner Dale V. Holness mentioned that he visited and spoke with Skip of the Grill Masters
who is presently in the hospital after suffering a stroke. He pointed out that the proposed ordinance
will require them to go through a process to get licensed in order operate at the new standards set forth.
Commissioner Holness also pointed out that another restaurant on 27th Avenue which has an
occupational license and does grilling will also have to meet the new standards.
The Chair asked to entertain a motion to move forward with the stationary mobile food unit proposal.
Ms. Julia Porter motioned to recommend the Board of County Commissioners adopt the proposed
ordinance. The motion was seconded by Reverend Scipio and unanimously approved.
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Mr. Naclerio mentioned that the process will take two public hearings before going to the County
Commissioners and the process will begin in August.

Discussion on Non Agenda Related Items
The Chair requested a discussion on moving the Central County Community Advisory Board meetings
from monthly to quarterly and asked for comments.
Mr. Theotis Pressley expressed a preference to keep the meetings on a monthly basis.
Mr. Porter expressed a preference to meet on a quarterly basis.
Reverend Scipio expressed a preference to meet on a monthly basis.
Mr. Naclerio pointed out that the way the code reads, this Board shall meet no less than quarterly so it
is unsure if a motion is necessary. However, if there is important business there can be a meeting
every month.
Mr. Henry Sniezek pointed out that if there was no meeting in July, the next quarterly meeting would
be in August. He suggested it could be a policy of the Board's to meet quarterly as required and if
necessary it could be decided to have a meeting the very next month.
Discussion on this matter continued.
Reverend Scipio moved that the Central County Community Advisory Board meetings remain
quarterly.
In light of the lack of need for a motion, the Chair stated the meetings will henceforth be quarterly.

The Chair asked that the next meeting's agenda include abandoned properties and code violations.
Reverend Scipio also asked to invite staff from waste and recycling to discuss violations regarding
covering swales with trash.

Lt. Richard Pisanti was asked questions and he gave a background on BSO operations and offered to
bring response statistics to the next meeting. He opened the floor to questions.
Reverend Scipio, in acknowledging that some calls are forwarded from BSO to Ft. Lauderdale Police
Department asked if it's a protocol for the police to ask the caller their color.
Lt. Pisanti said no and the BSO does not support anyone that asks what color, creed or background the
caller is when a call is received. He pointed out that the call is for service no matter where the caller is
from or what the caller is. However, questions regarding the identity of the alleged perpetrator are
asked so the correct individuals can be approached when the police arrive.
Discussion continued about police matters among visitors and Board Members. Lt. Pisanti addressed
all questions.
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Adjourn
Reverend Scipio made a motion to adjourn, the Chair seconded the motion and the meeting was
unanimously approved.
At this point, a visitor asked about back to school book bag giveaways. Mr. Dan West, Director of
Parks and Recreation's phone number (954-357-8106) was provided.
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Agenda Item #2
Trash and Debris in Swale

Agenda Item #3
Abandoned Properties and Code Violations
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Broward County
Planning and Redevelopment Division
November 01, 2013

Code Enforcement
Prioritized Code Enforcement Strategy
for Unincorporated County

I.

Purpose
The Unincorporated County Prioritized Code Enforcement Strategy
is a targeted , multi-agency approach aimed at making the
unincorporated County neighborhoods safer and cleaner.

II.

Introduction
The Broward County Planning and Redevelopment Division is
defining prioritized Code Enforcement services to proactively
address major public safety and quality of life issues.
This
approach is also intended to facilitate economic revitalization
opportunities in the unincorporated neighborhoods. This strategy
represents a reorientation in Code Enforcement operations which,
in the past, has been mainly based upon complaints received.
Given current available resources and identified and perceived
major quality of life obstacles in unincorporated Broward County
that require code enforcement as a problem-solving tool, the
County seeks to strategica lly a lign its code enforcement services,
create proactive referral and resource pipelines, and partner with
other agencies throughout the County organization and
community-wide.

Ill.

Prioritized Strategic Approach
The following is a guide for prioritization of resources concerning
staff activity:
PRIORITY "A" ACTIVITIES (DAILY ACTIVITY TOWARD RESOLUTION)
•

Targeted Areas on the "Central Broward Hot Spots Map" shall
be addressed on a daily basis, with staff activity directed
towards timely and successful resolution of the identified
undesirable situation. The "Hot Spots" map will be updated on
a continuous basis , building upon the County 's collaboration
between Code Enforcement investigators, BSO officers, and
community leaders. " Hot Spots " refers to sites and uses
associated with significant criminal activities and/or repeated
significant health and safety code violations, and may include
larger areas with the highest rates of crime. The " Hot Spots
Map" will include, but not be limited to:
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New Single Family Home Zones: Currently the Broward
County Housing Division is building single-family homes on
approximately 16 vacant county-owned lots. This is a
major investment to help stabilize the area. To protect this
investment, as well as help attract buyers for the homes,
Code Enforcement staff shall monitor and address code
issues on properties in the general vicinity of the new
homes.
Unsafe/Dilapidated Properties and Structures: Code
Enforcement staff shall on a daily basis seek and address
as necessary, in coordination with associated County stafL
properties and structures which have been or they find
have one or more significant health and safety code
violation(sL and/or are in such dilapidated condition due
to multiple code violations that such properties and
structures contribute negatively towards the overall quality
of life for the immediate area. These properties will be
identified on the "Hot Spots" Map as targeted code
enforcement and
building code properties and
investigated for possible demolition.
High Crime Areas: Crime is one of the most powerful
destabilizing influences for a neighborhood .
Data
provided by the Broward County Sheriff 's Office show
clusters of criminal activity in the Central County Area. In
an effort to address code issues that may be contributing
to criminal activity these high crime areas will be identified
on the "Hot Spots" Map as targeted crime related code
enforcement areas.
•

Weekly Initiatives: As directed via the approval of the Division
Director, activities for each week will include special focus
areas. For example, a targeted code sweep may be planned
and executed, or a focus on a specific type of code violation
may be highlighted and addressed in a specific area.

•

Re ntal Registration: The Central County Area has a relatively
high number of rental properties and thus these properties
have a major effect on the character of the neighborhood.
Tenants and landlords in general have a lower vested interest
in the maintenance of the housing unit than do homesteaded
home owners. This can lead to less investment in maintenance
Page 3 of 6

and the destabilizing effect that these poorly maintained units
can have on a neighborhood. As the Rental Registration
Program is implemented and problem properties are
recognized , they may be identified on the "Hot Spots" Map as
targeted rental related code enforcement properties. This
program requires annual registration and the associated
inspection of residential rental properties within the
Unincorporated Areas. This program requires the issuance of a
Residential Rental Certificate of Use in order to lease, sublease,
rent or otherwise occupy residential rental buildings and rental
units.
PRIORITY "B" ACTIVITI ES (DAILY, UNLESS ENGAGED IN PRIORITY "A"
ACTIVITY) Priority "B" Activities focus on improving the
appearance of the Unincorporated area by identifying the worst
case appearance violations and improving the substandard

conditions that they create ; The idea of the Priority " B" Activities is
that after focusing on Priority "A" activities , the field inspector will
conduct general sweeps of their area of responsibility looking for
violations that they find significantly impact the appearance of a
neighborhood. Below is a list of the violations that should be
considered . Although the most prominent Priority " B" cases may
be identified on the " Hot Spots " map, in general they will not.
However, all citations issued in this category will be GIS-mapped
using Posse data and tracked for successful resolution.
•

Overgrown Lots: The goal is to cite the lots where overgrowth

has become a sign ifican t appearance issue or is one of several
violations making the property visually unacceptable.
•

The goal is to cite abandoned,
inoperable,
and
untagged
vehicles
throughout
unincorporated Broward County. This initiative seeks to improve
the appearance of the unincorporated neighborhoods as well
as decrease the crimes that occur inside and around
inoperable vehicles, such as drug use and prostitution.

•

Facades, Junk in Yards, Vacant & Unsecured Properties: Code

Inoperable

Vehicles:

Enforcement staff will continue to enforce regulations that aim
at keeping the unincorporated neighborhoods looking pristine .
•

Illegal Dumping and other Solid Waste Issues: Monitoring and
enforcement of codes prohibiting illegal dumping is essential
for keeping the unincorporated area looking clean.
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•

Commercial/Industrial
Corridors:
Focus
on
addressing
significant and/or multiple private property blight and zoning
violations within unincorporated a rea commercial/industrial
corridors (e.g. storefront maintenance, signage, permitted
activities and faciliti es, etc. , that severely impact appearance) .
The 27th Avenue Corridor shall be the priority corridor in which
to pilot this activity.

•

Vacant County-Owned Lots: Currently, Broward County owns in

excess of 100 vacant lots throughout Central County. Several
of these lots have become impromptu gathering spots for
drinking, gambling and other quality of life offenses. Vagrancy
and other offenses on these lots give a poor appearance and
impression of the neighborhood and need to be addressed
promptly.
•

Illegal Units: There are residential properties throughout the

unincorporated neighborhoods with mu ltiple, illegal additions.
These properties often create a neighborhood eye sore as
property owners create mini-parking lots in front and tenants
overflow trash bins. For these reasons, Code Enforcement shall
continue to make a concerted effort to cite property owners
with illegal units.
PRIORITY "C " ACTIVITIES (DAILY, UNLESS ENGAGED IN PRIORITY "A"
OR "B" ACTIVITY)
•

Minor Blight Violations: Staff should utilize a courtesy notice and

return of self-certified and documented abatement action by
the property owner. This courtesy notice procedure is also
being used in other jurisdictions throughout South Florida.
•

Minor Zoning Violations: Staff should utilize a courtesy notice

protocol to address minor zoning violations that do not directly
impact public health and safety. These could include some
unapproved uses and facilities on residential and commercial
properties, such as excessive paving and fence heights,
commercial use of residential properties, nuisance noise and
lighting, illegal advertising , etc.
•

All Other Responsibilities Reguired for and Associated With
Code Enforcement Staff
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RELATED COUNTY STAFF SUPPORT ACTIVITY
•

Vagrant Activity and

Unincorporated Area

County Parks:

Vagrant activity and homelessness is a major issue in South
Florida and Broward County. Many communities have stepped
up loitering enforcement and redesigned "gathering spaces"
in municipal parks as a way to force vagrant activity from those
areas. As a result, many such activities have shifted to the
county parks in the unincorporated areas; primarily Delevoe
Park. A multi-faceted team approach, including coordination
with Broward County Human Services staff, for dealing with this
issue is underway.
•

Right-Of-Way Violations: due to limited authority and
enforcement tools, unauthorized use of public streets and
sidewalks is an area of municipal code enforcement where
staff has limited tools to fix the actual problems. To support the
County's economic revitalization goals, code enforcement of
commerce-related elements of the public right of way (e.g.
news racks, merchandise display, mobile food vending, etc.)
should be part of a future commercial compliance initiative.

•

Improving Access to Resource Referral Information: staff will
develop a resource guide including information about
eligibility, services offered and how to contact other agencies
for resources related to home repair and rehabilitation, animal
and pest control, landlord-tenant mediation, legal assistance
and other services frequently sought by constituents
contacting Building Service.

•

Communication Tools: Developing community information tools

to communicate the County's quality of life programs, its
outcomes, and resident participation opportunities including
an integrated online system for tracking and mapping
problems and showing the resolution of those problems.
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UPDATED CENTRAL COUNTY PRIORITIZED NEW HOTSPOT GRIDS FOR
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