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Broward County Board of County Commissioners 
Children’s Services Board 

Regular Board Meeting Minutes – July 17, 2020 
Virtual Meeting via Microsoft Teams 

1. Call to Order

Ms. Swartzbaugh Ghezzi, Chair, called the meeting to order at 9:08 a.m.

2. Roll Call

Ms. Swartzbaugh Ghezzi, Chair, asked Pastor Nugent, Secretary, to call roll. A quorum was
established with Lori Alhadeff, Jarvis Brunson, Sandra Einhorn Veszi, Cassandra Evans, Kim
Gorsuch, Dr. Antoine Hickman, Monica King, Parkland Vice Mayor Robert Mayersohn, Julia
Musella, Pastor Andrew-Craig Nugent, Paige Patterson-Hughes, Daniel Schevis, Elida Segrera,
Joel Smith, Karen Swartzbaugh Ghezzi and Allicia Walford.
Members absent Dr. Andrea Keener, Commissioner Beam Furr, Paula Smith.

Staff Members in attendance: Idelma Quintana, Commission Aide; Deborah Scott, CSA,
Darrell Cunningham, CPD, Silvia Beebe, CPD, Tamika McBride, CSA and LaToya Davenport,
CSA, Keith Bostick, Deputy Director, HSD.

3. Approval of the June 19, 2020 Minutes

Motion: To approve the minutes as presented by staff
First: Monica King
Second: Sandra Einhorn Veszi
Declaration of Conflict: None
Discussion: None
Result: Passed

4. Chair’s Report

Ms. Swartzbaugh Ghezzi, Chair, shared that when Children’s Services Board met last month,
they discussed the School Board’s Family Counseling Program.  The request was made for a
more extensive analysis on data. The same was mentioned at the last Needs Assessment
Meeting.



 

 

5. Section Report 
 

Darrell Cunningham shared that the ethics refresher has a PowerPoint that was forwarded to 
all Board members to review individually. If any members have questions, they can submit 
questions to LaToya Davenport. He also mentioned that if anyone needs to fill out a Form 4A, 
Ms. Davenport will email it to all members, and they can direct any Form 4A questions to her 
as well. 
 
Ms. Swartzbaugh Ghezzi requested that all Board members complete their Forms and return 
to LaToya Davenport by next Friday, July 24th. 
 

6. Chair Reports 
 
Needs Assessment: Vice Mayor Mayersohn shared information about behavioral health 
eligibility, so he extended the invitation to all Board members to join his next meeting if they 
wish to participate in the conversation regarding qualifications and the challenges we see 
regarding mental health issues. 
 
Mr. Cunningham shared the Youth Programming and Social Justice presentation as result of 
the numerous conversations surrounding outcomes for the community and for contracts. The 
presentation consisted of high-level overviews of the outcomes and indicators from OMB and 
contracts. Cunningham opened the floor for questions. 
 
The Board discussed youth in supportive employment programs and whether these students 
were receiving ESE services through the Broward County Public Schools.  Silvia Beebe stated 
that supported employment through CSA does not target youth with disabilities to avoid 
duplicating the programming from the Children’s Services Council (CSC). CSA currently 
partners with CSC and will continue to meet with funders to identify how to increase the 
services to that target population. 
 
Also discussed was the Youth Housing Services category and how number of youths served 
(61 to date) in order to gain a deeper understanding of who the outcomes are based upon.  
 
Regarding CSA’s supportive employment programs, the Board discussed length of 
employment and employee benefits. Darrell Cunningham commented that our current 
program funding sustains employment for three months. Success, in our current economic 
climate, will be measured by the youth getting and completing the job, but keeping the job 
for longer terms is inclusive of multiple variables. Joel Smith requested a 2019 YTD 
comparison of employment challenges for the youth, as well as information on bonding 
programs.  
 
Sandra Einhorn Veszi questioned, “Will providers be penalized if they do not meet 
outcomes?” Silvia Beebe stated that there will be no penalties from CSA this year, due to the 
impact of COVID-19. Ms. Beebe also shared that CSA is working to increase utilization of 
services by the providers to meet the needs of the community and the eight percent under-
utilization will be researched by the CSA to identify challenges and how the community can 
be better served. 



 

 

 
 It was noted that most of the information in Darrell Cunningham’s presentation was 
previously presented at the Needs Assessment Meeting. Additional questions should be 
directed to LaToya Davenport.  
 
Advocacy: Ms. Einhorn Veszi implored the Board to advocate for increased funding 
allocations for Children’s Services regarding mental health due to mental health cases rapidly 
increasing. Julia Musella to provide information on funding that the Office of Early Learning 
(OEL) has that can be used for Children’s Services. Ms. Musella to notify LaToya Davenport if 
she would like to speak on the matter at the August agenda to provide an update on OEL and 
VPK. 
 
Mr. Cunningham introduced Keith Bostick, Human Services Deputy Director, to the Board. 
Mr. Cunningham displayed the “Funder Forum Coronavirus Grantees as of 6-30-
20“spreadsheet, showing how the local community has received the allocated money in 
different areas of focus. Mr. Cunningham also shared the “Funders Forum Anti-Racism 
Toolkit”. Both documents were emailed to the Board.  
  

7. Liaison Reports 
 
Behavioral Health/SEDNET: Joel Smith stated that SEDNET is re-evaluating its Suicide 
Awareness and Response procedure. Mr. Smith notified the Board that there is a new 
SEDNET Coordinator.  
 
Broward Suicide Prevention Coalition: No advisory group meeting this month, per Joel 
Smith.  
 
Integrated System: No report, per Cassandra Evans. 
 
Juvenile Justice Circuit 17: Casandra Evans stated that across the agency a variety of safety 
protocols have been implemented for community-based and facility-based supervision. 
There has been a decrease in usage of secure detention due to the use of electronic 
monitoring. Ms. Evans shared the number of cases for the Juvenile Justice Department’s 
staff and children. 

Related Links: 
Youth Probation in the Time of COVID 
http://www.djj.state.fl.us/research/latest-initiatives/disproportionate-minority-contact-
(dmc)/florida-race-equity-challenge 

 
SNAC: Vice Mayor Mayersohn stated that there was no report at this time.  A meeting has 
been scheduled in August.  SNAC sub-committees have ceased Zoom meetings and are only 
having discussions via email.  
 
Vice Mayor Mayersohn asked LaToya to follow up with 211 to get a sense of whether they 
can provide data and information on the needs of children.  In addition, he requested for 
comparative data for Q2 FY 19 and Q2 FY 20.  Joel Smith previously requested similar 
information (first 6 months of 2020 vs. first 6 months of 2019) from 211 the week prior.   

https://www.rstreet.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/No.-198-Youth-Probation-in-Time-of-Covid.pdf
http://www.djj.state.fl.us/research/latest-initiatives/disproportionate-minority-contact-(dmc)/florida-race-equity-challenge
http://www.djj.state.fl.us/research/latest-initiatives/disproportionate-minority-contact-(dmc)/florida-race-equity-challenge


 

 

 
Transitional Independent Living: Joel Smith stated that this week was the annual TIL 
graduation ceremony. No report. 
 

8. New Business 
 
Update on the transition of the CAT team: Elida Segrera stated that the CAT team will be 
procured moving forward. The Community Assertive Treatment team is an all-
encompassing mobile medical service for at-risk youth, diverting them from hospitalization.  
 
Ms. Segrera also mentioned new HB945 bill regarding a new mandate for the development 
of the children’s mental health system of care.  She will share the bill with the Board.  
 
Dr. Antoine Hickman shared that Tuesday’s School Board meeting will discuss reopening 
plans and the Superintendent already has recommended 100% e-learning. It has been 
mandated that 10 minutes per day in every school will focus on mental health as we enter 
the upcoming school year. Staff will be provided with toolkits and resources to reference. 
His team is working to provide services to assist struggling students and staff, as well as 
address issues with disproportionate internet and technology access for underprivileged 
students and staff. Hickman stated that in the coming week, he can show the various 
initiatives being taken. 
 
K. Swartzbaugh Ghezzi announced the Next Needs Assessment Meeting: Wednesday, 
August 5th.  
 

9. Old Business 
Wrap Around & Tip Update priority: Monica King advised against its presentation for now, 
but suggested the Board keep note of it as a parking lot item to push to later in the year. 
 

10. Good of the Order 
Vice Mayor Mayersohn announced that July 26 marks the 30th anniversary of the ADA 
 

11. Adjournment 
MOTION: To adjourn the meeting at 10:57 a.m.  
First: Pastor Andrew-Craig Nugent   
Second: Vice Mayor Mayersohn 
Declaration of Conflict: None 
Discussion: None 
Result: Passed 
 
The next Children’s Services Board Meeting will be Friday August 21, 2020.   
These minutes were approved at the Children’s Services Board Meeting dated _______  
as certified by: 

 
Pastor Andrew-Craig Nugent_____________________________ 
Children’s Services Board Secretary 


