
Climate Change Task Force Meeting 
Wednesday, May 5, 2021 
2:30 PM – 4:30 PM                                 WebEx platform, virtual meeting 
 
Summary Minutes 

 

 

Members Present 
Co-chair: Commissioner Furr 
Co-chair: Commissioner Rich 
Barmann, Adriene 
Bush, Lois  
Carballo, Isabel Cosio 
Carbon, Albert 
Cavros, George 
Etessam, Shahin 
Gottlieb, Lee 
Kaltman, Adrienne 
Kaufer, ILan 
Maran, Carolina 
Polsky, Colin 
Rich-Levinson, Laurie 
Commissioner Shuham 
Vialpando, Lenny 
Commissioner Welch 
 
Members Excused 
Co-chair: Commissioner Shuham 
 
Members Absent 
Robert Kornahrens 
 
 
I. Welcome 

Commissioner Rich welcomed the members of the task force. 
 

II. Call to Order 
Commissioner Rich called the meeting to order at 2:35 PM.  
 

III. Roll Call 
Roll was called. Seventeen members were present, one was excused, and one was 
absent. A quorum was present.  
 

IV. Approval of Minutes of February 24, 2021 
A motion was made, approved, seconded, and passed to accept the minutes of the 
February 24, 2021 meeting.* 
 



V. Announcements 
1. Commissioner Rich welcomed two new members, Adriene Barmann, Vice Chair of 

the Sierra Club and Carolina Maran, Resiliency Officer for the South Florida Water 
Management District.  

2. There remain vacancies in the following categories, BSO, hospital district, financial 
institutions, and community equity. If members know of anyone they think would like 
to join us in these categories, please let Samantha know. 

 
 
Presentations and Discussion Items 

 
1. Climate Change Action Plan Approval 

a. Commissioner Rich indicated that staff was directed to finalize the plan 
based on the feedback from members at the previous meeting when the 
2020 draft was first presented. The final plan was distributed prior to today’s 
meeting, with the hope that it would be approved by the task Force after this 
review. 

b. Samantha Danchuk provided a series of slides and described how member 
feedback had been incorporated into this final plan, with the intent to gain 
Task Force approval and bring it before the BCC at the June 1, 2021 
meeting. 

c. Labeling the relevant policy and legislative actions in a concise section. 
d. Text was edited within the actions under the Plan Elements to incorporate 

the comments provided as indicated. 
i. Policy Element 

Port shore power 
ii. Healthy Community 

School engagement 
Video outreach materials 
Engage senior communities 
Heat stress responders 
Equitable tree canopy 
Interlocal waste agreement 
Clarify multimodal facilities 
Remove unclear or confusing words 
Use social vulnerability data 

iii. Transportation 
Reference South Florida Clean Cities Coalition 
Clarify incentives 

iv. Built Environment 
Building stock improvements / resilience standards 

v. Energy 
Implementation based on current legislation / utility programs 
which does not allow 3rd party power purchase agreements 
and then highlighting energy conservation initiatives already 
addressed by utility programs. 



vi. Natural Systems 
80% continuous dune goal 
Living shoreline implementation 
Acknowledge ocean outfall legislation 

vii. Water Resources 
FPL use of reclaimed water at some facilities 
Florida friendly landscaping / use native vegetation 
Prioritization of sanitary sewer connections 

e. Additional discussion was had related to several actions that can be further 
expanded or further detailed. This would be a task for the subcommittees, 
either as they exist now, or reconfigured based on the actions as adopted 
in this 2020 updated Action Plan. Further discussion  

on the role of subcommittees will be had at a future meeting. 
f. Overarching strategies page added to this 2020 update highlighting the 

need for stakeholder cooperation. Highlights below. 
i. Collaborating and sharing with other stakeholders things like 

screening/scoping checklists for infrastructure projects 
ii. Utilizing the unified sea level rise projection for Southeast FL 

for adaptation planning 
iii. Reduce waste and consumption of non-renewable energy 
iv. Actively protect natural areas and promote green 

infrastructure 
v. Educate residents on climate risk 

g. Motion to approve the 2020 Climate Change Action Plan allowing for non 
substantive changes by staff and to bring it forward for County Commission 
approval at the June 1, 2021 Commission meeting. The motion is 
unanimously approved. 

 
2. Resilience Update 

a. Dr. Jennifer Jurado, Chief Resilience Officer provided an update on 
resilience issues. 

i. Solar projects update showing diverse installations on County 
facilities and in County Parks, 3.2 MW completed of 6.9 MW planned. 
ii. EV Initiatives and advancements 
 Clean fleet 2030 commitment 
 First level three charger will allow for 20-minute charges 
 EV purchases – 20 vehicles to date, excluding transportation  
 EV chargers – 28 chargers with 54 ports 
 EV equipment procurement – RFP recently submitted 

   iii. Central & South Florida Resilience Study Update 
    Miami-Dade, Broward and Palm Beach Counties 
    Support from government and business organizations 
    Formal request to Congress for $ 1M to initiate study 
    Initiate a funding line, which can be added to in future requests 
   iv. Compact 13th Annual Summit hosted by Palm Beach County 
    December 9-10, 2021 



    Hybrid in person/virtual event 
   v. Compact Resilience Snapshot 
    Survey will be sent via Survey Monkey in June 2021 
    Municipalities, County, Tribe will receive the survey 
    Results to be shared by end of this year   
     

3. Broward County Resilience Dashboard 
a. Raquel Bensadoun, GIS analyst is here to walk members through the 

dashboard, the various headings, clickable tabs and sample of the 
information provided under each. Headings include: 

i. County and municipal achievements 
ii. Climate Action Plans 
iii. Solar and Electric 
iv. GHG emissions inventory 
v. Resilience projects showcase, County and municipal projects 
vi. Resilience tools with public participation option to upload 

photos showing rain event and king tide flooding, Priority 
Planning Area map, Future Conditions Groundwater map, 
Saltwater Intrusion map, Water Use per capita 

vii. Resilience Programs 
b. The dashboard is a great tool to provide shared information of value to 

municipalities, residents, the business and educational community. We will 
continue to do further promotion and outreach. 

  
4. Legislative Update 

a. Jason Liechty, Senior Environmental Project Coordinator, EPCRD, 
presented Legislation and Policy Update. The 2021 legislative session 
had ended, and a budget has been passed. A record year for spending 
on environmental issues due to the Federal Relief Bill, where @ 10 
billion dollars came to Florida and a significant amount was proposed for 
environmental priorities.  

b. Beach projects, wastewater grants / septic conversions, wildlife 
corridors, springs restoration, C-51 Reservoir, Coastal mapping are 
some of the projects that have benefitted from this windfall. 

c. SB 1954 (HB 7019) Statewide Flooding and Sea Level Rise Resilience 
bill defines areas of need and sets up a Resilient Florida Grant Program.  

i. State going all-in on resilience, but backward on climate and 
energy, funding possible solutions but ignoring causes. 

ii. DEP oversees the funding of County/municipality flooding 
SLR vulnerability analysis, projects, plans, policies to adapt 
critical assets. 

iii. Vulnerability assessment must encompass entire entity and 
include acceptable relevant data and planning/mapping 
horizons incl. 2040 and 2070. 

iv. Much more detail included in the various sections of the bill 
which will be implemented over the next several years. 



v. Funding for this program comes at the expense of affordable 
housing trust fund, of which 2/3 has been permanently 
diverted for uses not related to affordable housing.  

d. Additional slides were presented with specific bill numbers for reference. 
For further information members are requested to contact Jason directly. 
This specific bill information is available for download as well from the 
CCTF web page under the May 5, 2021 meeting heading. 
  

5. Honoring Commissioner and State Rep Kristin Jacobs 
a. Commissioner Rich mentioned the renaming of Hillsboro Pineland Natural 

Area in honor of Commissioner and State Rep Kristin Jacobs. 
b. Commissioner Furr related that FWC and EPA are working together on a 

management plan for the Kristin Jacobs Coral Reef Conservation Area. 
 
 Adjourned at 4:37 PM. 
 

Next meeting: Friday, August 20, 2021, 1:00 PM – 4:00 PM. 


