
 

 

Climate Change Task Force Meeting 
Thursday, November 12, 2015, 1:00 PM – 4:00 PM 

 
Broward County Government Center 
115 S. Andrews Avenue, Room 430 

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301 
 

 
SUMMARY MINUTES 

 

Members Present County Staff     
Barmoha, Guy      Danchuk, Samantha 
Braun, Rod      Jurado, Jennifer 
Bush, Lois      Kashar, Carrie 
Faske, Barry       
Fleischer, Randy 
Furr, Commissioner Beam 
Gottlieb, Lee  
Heimlich, Barry 
Hutka, Tom 
Kaltman, Adrienne 

Kornahrens, Rob 

Larson, Dylan 
Perrin, Scott 
Pisula, John 
Samario, Hector 

Sifuentes, Dorothy 

Sniezek, Henry 

Welch, Sandra 

Young, Doug 
 
 
Members Absent 
Adornato, John 

Cavros, George 

Lambert, Julie 

Miakisz, Joe 

Murley, Jim  

  



 

 

 

I. Welcome 
Broward County Commissioner Beam Furr welcomed the Task Force members, 
and guests.   
 

II. Roll Call 
 Roll was called. 17 members were present and 5 were absent. A quorum was 

present.  
 
III. Call to Order 
 Commissioner Beam Furr, Chair, called the meeting to order at 1:08 PM.  
 
IV. Approval of Minutes of May 21, 2015* 

A motion was made by Randy Fleischer to accept the minutes of the August 
2015 meeting as published, and seconded by Adrienne Kaltman. Motion 
passed unanimously.  

 
V. Introduction of New Member  

The Chair acknowledged members who attended the Solar Groundbreaking 
Ceremony at Young At Art Museum on October 23: Randy Fleischer, Barry 
Faske, Tom Hutka, and Scott Perrin. The chair introduced new member Lee 
Gottlieb of Youth Environmental Alliance (YEA). This was Lee’s first in-person 
meeting, he had previously attended via the phone. Jim Murley will be resigning 
from the Task Force since taking the new position as Miami Dade’s Chief 
Resilience Officer.  

 
VI. Presentation and Discussion  

a. Climate Change Action Plan* – Dr. Samantha Danchuk presented the final 
draft of the Climate Change Action Plan (CCAP), and presented summarized 
comments received from Task Force members. Dr. Danchuk asked for Task 
Force support to move the CCAP forward for commission approval. 
Discussion Ensued.  
 
Randy Fleischer commented that an incredible job was done on the CCAP 
update and hopes it will have a huge impact on the county. Henry Sniezek 
reiterated the comment by Randy Fleischer, and added with the number of 
county operations designated initiatives staff should follow up with a 
coordinated team effort by county staff to ensure all actions are followed 
through. Sandra Welch added similar accolades and for the county not to lose 
focus on Waste-to-Energy and recycling efforts since not listed as a high 
priority items. Commissioner Furr commented on the ease of reading of the 
document, a major improvement in readability from the original plan.  
 
A motion was made by Henry Sniezek to recommend the Climate Change 
Action Plan go before the County Commission for approval. The motion was 



 

 

seconded by Barry Heimlich. Motion passed unanimously.  
 

b. Unified Sea Level Rise Projection Guidance Document – Partners in the four-
county Southeast Florida Regional Climate Change Compact have prepared 
an update to the regional sea level rise projection used for important planning 
purposes. The updated projection includes a projection through the year 
2100. Since 1992, sea level has risen by 3 inches. The increase in sea level 
rise is not a linear projection but more of a quadratic projection. The 
acceleration of ice melt, by the ice sheets of Antarctica and Greenland, is the 
reason for the high sea level increase projections. Projects that have a life 
expectancy of less than 50 years, are easily replaceable/adaptable, or are 
not interdependent should plan using the projection between the IPCC AR5 
median curve and the USACE high curve. Projects that have a life 
expectancy more than 50 years, are not removable/replaceable, or are 
interdepended should plan using the NOAA high curve. The USACE 
intermediate/ NOAA intermediate low curve could only be achieved if 
globally, greenhouse emissions were reduced enough to slow down the 
current process, which is currently unachievable. The Guidance Document, 
which includes a 4 page guide, State of the Science update, and Workgroup 
Recommendations, is now available on the compact website. The document 
will be revised in 5 years and changes will depend on the changes to the 
current trend. The Sea Level Rise Work Group finalized its recommendations 
last month following a comprehensive review of recent scientific and 
technical literature. 
 

c. Local Sea Level Rise Impacts and Agency Coordination – Dr. Jennifer Jurado 
provided an overview on local sea level rise impacts and agency coordination 
for the recent high tide events. The images of Pompano Beach show the tide 
elevation being more than two feet while the road elevation is at about one 
foot. In Fort Lauderdale where there have been investments in improving 
infrastructure, the impact of the tides still show flooding of the same 
magnitude as if there weren’t any improvements. Images show that water 
level is 4-6 inches deep on the roads of Las Olas. Flooding in downtown Fort 
Lauderdale, including by the Stranahan House, show that flooding is 12 
inches deep. Dr. Jurado expresses preserving natural buffers that are 
sensitive to the environment, while also stating that the county needs to focus 
on implanting barriers that allows the natural system to exist where it is. 
Flooding throughout Hollywood also shows flooding ranging from 8 inches to 
16 inches deep. A video of a marina boat ramp in Hollywood shows water 
pouring into the neighborhood through the boat ramp itself. Dr. Jurado 
suggest the partnering of Port Everglades with the PORTS Partnership 
Program that will assist Broward County with emergency management 
operations, modeling exercises, and more. The program collaborates with 
local governments, ports, and NOAA, who provides maintenance of the 
equipment and monitoring of the information collected through the program. 
This is accomplished through 5 year contracts that must be renewed to keep 



 

 

the infrastructure operational. The goal of this program is to be able to aide 
communication of flooding and translating the water levels back to urban 
environment. Given the magnitude of the impacts, the future of infrastructure, 
especially critical and massive infrastructure, must be planned in accordance 
with the future conditions that are in the near future. 
 

d. Climate Reality Leadership Corps – Florida Training 2015 – Carrie Kashar 
provided an overview of the Climate Reality Leadership Corps Training held 
in Miami on September 28-30. She discussed how the program began, 
sustainability initiatives in place to lead by example, and how the training 
made impact through its three drivers of change. She also gave a brief 
overview of the number and types of participates, and breakout sessions. 
The presentation ended with a short video showcasing South Florida 
attendees.  

 
VII. Status of Ongoing Programs 

a. Southeast Florida Regional Climate Change Compact Update  
Dr. Jennifer Jurado presented Compact updates including a new transitioning 
municipal membership structure, new regional partnerships, Climate Action 
Champion designation progress, legislative program advancements, Broward 
policy advancements, a report of recent presentation as and communications, 
and event reminder of the upcoming Climate Summit in Key West. The 
presentation ended with a review of Compact Plans for 2016 including the 
“Compact 2.0” recommitment, renewed Kresge Foundation support, 
implementation workshops, and noted the Regional Climate Action Plan will 
begin updates in 2016 with finalization in 2017.  
 
e. Climate, Energy & Sustainability Program Updates 
Dr. Samantha Danchuk provided an update on the Energy and Sustainability 
Program’s progress including SURA coastal resilience modeling workshop result, 
Broward Sheriff’s Office collaboration, a review of adaptation action area online 
resources, Healthy Community Zone update, solar installation mapping, invitation 
to upcoming Sustainability Stewards of Broward Dark Sky movie night event and 
workshop, and the Stand For Sustainability event being held in Fort Lauderdale in 
conjunction with COP21.   
 
  

 IIX.  Adjournment* 
 

Next meeting: Thursday, February 18, 2016.  
 
The Chair mentioned staff will send calendar invites for 2016 meetings, and 
asked for a motion to adjourn.  Randy Fleischer made a motion to adjourn, and 
was seconded by Scott Perrin. Motion passed unanimously.  

 
  Meeting adjourned 3:23PM  


