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Members of the Fire Code Committee

From:

Bryan Parks, Chief Fire Code Official

Date:

October 17, 2019

Time:

9:30 am

Location:

West Lake Park, 1200 Sheridan Street, Hollywood, FL 33019
(map attached)

______________________________________________________________________
The Chair, Stephen Bailey has called for a meeting of the Board of Rules and Appeals, Fire Code
Committee be heard proposed modifications of the Local Amendments to the Florida Fire
Prevention Code as found in section F-103.4.2 Powers and Duties of the Fire Plans Examiner and
F-121 Photovoltaic that might prevents the enforcement of NFPA 1 with regards to Fire Plan
Review and Photovoltaic (PV) and possibly new Uniform Generator Code.
Chairman Remarks
Roll Call
Approval of Minutes August 2019
Item 1: Modification of F-103.4.2 (page 13) and F-121 (page 30)
A. Staff Review
B. Committee discussions and recommendation.
Reference materials:
Board Legal Opinion
FS 633.208 (8)(a) The provisions of the Life Safety Code, as contained in the Florida Fire
Prevention Code, do not apply to one-family and two-family dwellings.
Adjournment

Board Attorney
Charles M. Kramer, Esq.
Board Administrative Director
James DiPietro
—

—

Sunshine Law Reminder: Advisory Board members cannot communicate with each other on a possible
committee or Board topic outside of a public meeting, per State statute.
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FIRE CODE COMMITTEE
MEETING MINUTES
August 15, 2019
CHAIR Mr. Jeff Lucas called the Fire Code Committee to order at 2:05 p.m. a Roll call followed.
Members present
Mr. Lucas, Chair, Echezabal, Camacho, Kneiss, Preston, Duffin, Lluis and Bowers
Motion to approve minutes from January 17, 2019, Mr. Echezabal moved to approved, seconded by Ms.
Lluis. MOTION PASSED unanimously
Item I
Presented to the committee by Mr. Parks, Chief Fire Code Compliance Officer, it is requested by the Fire
Marshal Association who would like to increase application for the position, this came form a suggestion
by BSO and the suggestion is to modify the following sections of the Fire Code Broward county
Amendments: Fire Marshal Certification F-103.3.1, F-103.3.2, F-103.3.3, F-103.3.4 F-103.3.5 and New F103.3.6. Modification Fire Plans Examiner Certification F-103.4.3.1, F- l 03.4.3.2, F-103.4.3.3, F-103.4.3.4
and F-103.3.5 are reworded to extend to more applicants from outside of Broward. It does not waive
the requirements that we have for fire fighter or it doesn’t waive the requirement to take the Broward
County exam, you can take the BC exam anytime you want, without having any certification and the
exam does not expire. They can do that anytime they choose and they must be a certified Fire inspector
in Broward County. As you know the BORA has been offering about $256,000 in classes every year (CFI,
CFII, CFPE and CFPS) under this provision it is suggested we grant some reduced years if they take this
classes, Certified Fire Protection class was included in the suggestion of the Fire Marshall. It’s up to your
discussion of the committee. Mr. Camacho asked if F-103.3.4 is part of change? Mr. Parks answered
that to make it more consistent with the way we write this code we added the numeral 5 and then (five)
in parenthesis. Mr. Lucas asked for the difference the board level in the years of experience against at
the Broward County level is it the same? Mr. DiPietro answered that the MEPs are state-wide in state of
Florida and for the structural they must have the High Velocity Hurricane zone experience or take the
exam to prove they are familiar with this. The case that went to the Board agenda as 1.a item was that
he was from another country and the question came whether they need Florida specific experience or
from another r part of the world, and we accepted and kept no action.
Without any further discussion Ms. Sandra Lluis made a MOTION to accept the modifications, seconded
by Mr. McGinnis. The MOTION passed unanimously.
Item II
Bryan Parks, Chief Fire Code Compliance Official presented this item. This item was suggested by the
Fire Marshall, Mr. Demopoulos chairs the generator committee, we met with D.A.C.A and some family
members to find a better way to apply the emergency generator provisions for Hospitals, Nursing
Homes and Group Homes. We placed the suggested definitions found in the proposal was placed under
definitions in the proposed code, and the remainder is the actual code amendment as found in F-124.
Mr. Demopoulos, from Tamarac Fire Department -- addressed the committee and explained that a
committee was created with the participation of Fire Marshal, Broward County emergency management
, ACA , all the state holders and we put some language together to achieve a uniform way to interpret
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and apply the generator code and to enforce it throughout the county. It applies basically to any facility
that requires to receive an inspection from a rule or statute. F-124.2 – Applicable NFPA standards and
tries to provide guidance when applying the Florida Administrative code for 58A-5436 for assisted living
facilities and 598-4.1265 for Nursing homes. We broke a section into general. A lot of these generators
have already been approved and are currently in existence. F-124.3.1. is for the existing approval nonconforming installations, eventually we will have to make them compliant with this code. With F-124.3.2
we are allowing 72 hrs on site and then they must show proof of a reliable method to obtain additional
24 hours making that 96 hours within the 48 hours of declared state of emergency. Section F-124.3.3
local ordinance that regulates the amount of fuel stored on site. Mr. Parks proposed on the record to
modify section and add another code section F-124.3.5. After discussion Chair Lucas read for
clarification the change in the definition “any residential boarding care as defined by the provisions of
the code”. Mr. Echezabal moved and seconded by Bowers to pass the amendment. The final wording
for the amended section in pages 3 and 4 attached.
Committee discussion: It was brought to the committee the current vacancy and it was questioned
when it could be filled. The Board of Rules and Appeals director, Jim DiPietro, explained how the League
of Cities make appointments and then those Board members appointees are called to fill the
committees’ vacancies.
Bryan Parks mentioned the resignation from the Fire Code Committee member Sandra Lluis, and the
need of her replacement. Ms. Lluis expressed her pleasure to serve for the committee over the years.
Meeting was adjourned at 3:20 pm.

F-124 Uniform Generator Code
F-124.1 Scope The purpose of this document is to provide
uniform procedures for the AHJs’ in Broward County as it
pertains to secondary power sources. Any Board and Care
occupancy as defined by the provisions of this code that is
required to receive an inspection from an AHJ as per
Florida State Statute or the Florida Administrative Code,
shall comply with the provisions of this code.
F-124.2 Referenced Publications:
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NFPA 1, Fire Code
NFPA 30, Flammable and Combustible Liquids Code
NFPA 37, Standard for the Installation of and Use of
Stationary Combustion Engines and Gas Turbines
NFPA 54, National Fuel Gas Code
NFPA 58, Liquefied Petroleum Gas Code
NFPA 70, National Electrical Code
NFPA 72, National Fire Alarm and Signaling Code
NFPA 110, Standard for Emergency and Standby Power
Systems
NFPA 111, Standard on Stored Electrical Energy
Emergency and Standby Power Systems
NFPA 720, Standard for the Installation of Carbon
Monoxide (CO) Detection and Warning Equipment
Florida Administrative Code 58A-5.036 for Assisted
Living Facilities
Florida Administrative Code 59A-4.1265 for Nursing
Homes
Florida Building Code
F-124.3 General:
F-124.3.1 Existing approved, non-conforming
installations shall become compliant with this code as
approved by the AHJ.
F-124.3.2 All facilities shall store a minimum of seventy-two
(72) hours of fuel onsite and be able to show proof
(such as a fuel service contract) of a reliable method to
obtain the additional twenty-four (24) hours of fuel within
forty-eight (48) hours of a declared State of Emergency.
F-124.3.3 If local ordinances or other regulations limit the
amount of onsite fuel storage at the location of the facility,
then the owner/operator shall develop a plan that includes
maximum onsite fuel storage allowable by the ordinance
or regulation and a reliable method to obtain the maximum
additional fuel at least 24 hours prior to the depletion of
the onsite fuel.
F-124.3.4 Storage of any fuels shall be compliant with the
applicable National Fire Protection Association’s (NFPA)
codes and standards.
F-124.4 Minimum Permit Submittal Requirements:
F-124.3.5 Other fuel sources shall be permitted in
conformance with the NFPA 54 and 58 as currently
adopted.
F-124.4.1 The following is a list of the minimum required
information that shall be submitted to the AHJ for review:
A) Plans shall be submitted for permitting, with
details and manufacturer specifications that
demonstrate compliance with all applicable
NFPA codes and standards. The submittal shall
be made by a qualified and licensed contractor.
B) All generators shall be NFPA 110 compliant.
C) Plans shall clearly identify the class, type, and
level of the generator.
D) A site plan shall be provided indicating the
location of the emergency generator in relation to
the building openings as well as adjacent building
openings, exit discharges, the fuel source type,
and the automatic transfer switch.
E) The location of the manual emergency shut off
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shall be clearly identified on the plans. The
emergency shut off shall be readily accessible at
all times, identified with permanent weatherproof
signage, shall be readily visible to emergency
responders, and the location shall be approved by
the AHJ.
F) Plans shall demonstrate that the fuel supply can
accommodate the specific EPS class and time
duration identified on the plans.
G) Physical protection of the fuel source and
generator when located in areas subject to
vehicular traffic shall be clearly identified.
H) A remote generator annunciator shall be installed
at a continuously attended location and indicated
on the plans, approved by the AHJ.
I) A signed generator maintenance contract shall be
submitted, maintained, and made available to the
AHJ upon request.
J) Carbon monoxide protection shall be installed in
accordance with NFPA 720. Carbon Monoxide
alarms shall be installed outside of each separate
dwelling unit, sleeping area in the immediate
vicinity of the bedrooms, on every occupiable
level, and other locations where required by
applicable laws, codes, or standards. The
location(s) of Carbon Monoxide Alarms shall be
indicated on the plans.
F-124.5 Inspection and Testing
A) Emergency Power Supply Systems’ (EPSS),
including all appurtenant components, shall be
inspected weekly and exercised under load at
least monthly.
B) The facility owner shall ensure that the EPSS is
properly maintained and serviced not less than
annually by a qualified person or contractor in
accordance with the manufacturer’s
specifications.
F-124.6 Records Retention
A) Each facility shall provide a binder which
contains a log of weekly inspections and monthly
load exercise.
B) The binder shall also include a copy of the annual
service agreement as well as the most current
annual service report.
C) This binder shall be made readily accessible to
the AHJ upon request.
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