
Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals Meeting Agenda 

January 9, 2025 
Time: 7:00 PM 

Zoom Meeting Information: 
https://broward-org.zoomgov.com/j/1618776512 

Meeting ID: 161 877 6512 

I. CALL MEETING TO ORDER

II. ROLL CALL

III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – November 14, 2024, Board Meeting

V. PUBLIC COMMENT (Except public hearing items on this agenda)
Public comments are limited to 3 minutes.

VI. CONSENT AGENDA

1. Certifications – Staff Recommended

CITY OF COCONUT CREEK
Jean-Louis, Stevenson, Assistant Fire Marshal

CITY OF FORT LAUDERDALE
Linarte, Maurico A., Electrical Inspector (Temporary 120-Day)

TOWN OF HILLSBORO BEACH
Correa, Donald R., Chief Electrical Inspector

CITY OF HOLLYWOOD
Mackinnon, Norman, Mechanical Inspector (Temporary 120-Day)
Ramos, Moises, Fire Inspector
Zagales, Charles, Mechanical Inspector – Limited (Temporary 120-Day)

CITY OF MIRAMAR
Perez, Jose M., Mechanical Plans Examiner (Provisional)

CITY OF OAKLAND PARK
Moss, Samantha, Fire Inspector

CITY OF PARKLAND
Hurtado, Roberto, Electrical Inspector (Temporary 120-Day)

CITY OF PLANTATION
Gaskell, David, Fire Plans Examiner

CITY OF POMPANO BEACH
Canizaro, James T., Electrical Plans Examiner (Provisional)
Mascot, Alexander, Fire Inspector

COUNTYWIDE
Cogdill, Danny Lee, Electrical Plans Examiner
Hernandez, Alejandro Alfonso, Plumbing Plans Examiner
Kohn, Jordan Tal, Structural Plans Examiner
Monier, Claudio Ruben, Structural Plans Examiner
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Nowalk, Adrian, Structural Plans Examiner 
Paiva, Luiz A., Structural Inspector 
Partagas, Juan, Structural Plans Examiner 
Santiago, Rollin, Structural Inspector 
Santiago, Rollin, Structural Plans Examiner 
Seijo Montes, Francheska Enid, Structural Inspector 
Seijo Montes, Francheska Enid, Structural Plans Examiner 
Throner, Robert, Jr., Electrical Plans Examiner 

 
 

VII. REGULAR AGENDA 
 

1. Jason Douglas Upgrade to Fire Plans Examiner 
 
a. Staff Report – Bryan Parks 
b. Board Questions 
c. Board Action 

 
2. Second Reading of Amendments to Chapter 1, Section 104.16.3 Certification of the Structural 

Inspector and Section 104.15.3 Certification of the Roofing Inspector, Florida Building Code, 
8th Edition (2023) 
 
a. Staff Report – Michael Guerasio 
b. Public Hearing 
c. Board Questions 
d. Board Action 

 
3. Formal Interpretation #24 Update Retrofit of Windows, Doors, Garage Doors, and Shutters FBC 

Existing Building, Alteration Level 
 
a. Staff Report – John Morell 
b. Board Questions 
c. Board Action 

 
4. Formal Interpretation #35 Update to 2020 National Electrical Code, Article 555.5 and 555.9 

 
a. Staff Report – Kenneth Castronovo 
b. Board Questions 
c. Board Action 

 
5. Administrative Director Annual Leadership Performance Review 

 
a. Staff Report – Dr. Ana Barbosa 
b. Board Questions 
c. Board Action 

 
6. 2025 Board Elections 

 
a. Staff Report – Dr. Ana Barbosa 
b. Board Questions 
c. Board Action 

 
 

7. Director’s Report 
 
8. Attorney’s Report 
 
9. Committee Reports 
 



  

 
10. General Board Member Discussion 
 
11. Adjournment 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If a person desires to appeal any decision with respect to any matter considered at this meeting, such person 
will need a record of the proceedings and, for this reason, such person may need to ensure that a verbatim 
record of the proceeding is made, which includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be 
based (FS Sec.286.0105). 
 
Members: If you cannot attend the meeting, please get in touch with Dr. Barbosa at 954-931-2393 between 
6:00 PM and 7:00 PM. 



November 14, 2024
Board Meeting Minutes 



Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals Meeting Minutes 

November 14, 2024 
Time: 7:00 PM 

Zoom Meeting Information: 
https://broward-org.zoomgov.com/j/1605893669 

Meeting ID: 160 589 3669 

I. CALL MEETING TO ORDER

Chairman D’Attile called a published virtual meeting of the Broward County Board of Rules and
Appeals to order at 7:00 PM.

II. ROLL CALL

Gregg D’Attile
Ron Burr
Eduard Badiu
Peter Deveaugh
John Famularo
Jeff Falkanger
Shalanda Giles-Nelson
R. Art Kamm
Daniel Lavrich
Daniel Rourke
Robert Taylor
Dennis Ulmer
Lynn Wolfson

III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Mr. Lavrich made a motion, and Mr. Famularo seconded the motion to approve the agenda as
posted. The motion was carried out through a unanimous vote of 13-0.

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – September 12, 2024, Board Meeting

Mr. Lavrich made a motion, and Ms. Wolfson seconded the motion to approve the September 12,
2024, minutes as submitted. The motion was carried out through a unanimous vote of 13-0.

V. PUBLIC COMMENT (Except public hearing items on this agenda) - none
Public comments are limited to 3 minutes.

Mr. Rinor Krasniqi referred to Section 454.2.16 (Electrical, Swimming Pools) and asked that the
stricken language underwater luminaires operating at voltages greater than the low voltage contact
limits be removed. Chairman D’Attile indicated such a request would need to be submitted to the
Board.

Mr. Marcelo Almas, Chief Structural Inspector, City of Coconut Creek, commended Dr. Barbosa for
her attendance at the building association meeting and overall commitment to help. He expressed
support in Agenda Item 2 that would allow inspectors to utilize their license for work outside of
Broward County. With respect to Agenda Item 3, he expressed support in an amendment to give
new hire individuals an additional year to complete all the required examinations for inspector and
plans examiner.

Mr. John Travers, City of Fort Lauderdale, wanted permission to work with staff concerning Section
104.12.3.1.4 for the electrical discipline and echoed for both plumbing and mechanical disciplines
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that requires seven years of construction experience in the discipline and possess a certificate of 
competency as a journeyman in the discipline. It is problematic for individuals who would like to seek 
a master’s license. A change to possess a certificate of competency as a journeyman/master in the 
discipline would be helpful.  
 
Mr. Simo Mansor, Building Official, Towns of Lauderdale-By-The-Sea and Southwest Ranches, 
commended Dr. Barbosa for her energy and interest in working with the building officials. The entire 
staff has been helpful. He expressed support in Agenda Item 2 that would allow inspectors to utilize 
their license for work outside of Broward County. 
 
Mr. Robert Davalos expressed support for Agenda Item 2, which would allow inspectors to utilize 
their licenses for work outside of Broward County. He felt it would enhance the knowledge base in 
the disciplines.  
 
Mr. Mario Ducas, Electrical Inspector, City of Plantation, indicated that many areas have allowed 
inspectors to operate a business outside of the jurisdiction where they are employed. The City of 
Boca Raton allows inspectors to do so anywhere outside of their city boundaries. He urged the 
Board to make this change so that Broward inspectors could earn extra income.  
 
Peter Karttunen, Flood Plain Manager, City of Pompano Beach, expressed support in Agenda Item 2 
for allowing inspectors to use their license to maintain a business outside of Broward County.  

 
Mr. Mohamed Sulaman, Chief Plumbing Inspector, City of Plantation, indicated that BORA staff is 
very helpful in answering questions. He expressed support for Agenda Item 2, which would allow 
inspectors to utilize their licenses for work outside of Broward County. There are not enough 
qualified people to meet the demands that exist. 
 
There was no one else wishing to speak.  

 
VI. CONSENT AGENDA 
 

1. Certifications – Staff Recommended  
 

CITY OF CORAL SPRINGS 
 Porter, Michael, Structural Inspector-Limited (Temporary 120-Days) 
 
CITY OF DEERFIELD BEACH 
 Gionfriddo, Richard C., Structural Inspector (Temporary 120-Days) 
 
CITY OF FORT LAUDERDALE 
 Hernandez, Luis, Jr., Building Official 
  
CITY OF HOLLYWOOD 
 Mangin, Andrew, Fire Plans Examiner 
 McGuinness, James, Assistant Building Official 
 Bruhn, Norman, Assistant Building Official 
 
CITY OF LIGHTHOUSE POINT 
 Albanese, Sabrina, Fire Inspector 
 
CITY OF MIRAMAR 
 Barcenas, Misael, Electrical Inspector (Temporary 120-Days) 
 Saunders, Silver, Fire Inspector 
 
CITY OF NORTH LAUDERDALE 
 Fair, Arthur, Assistant Fire Marshal 
 Nerenberg, Eric Todd, Chief Plumbing Inspector 
 
CITY OF PLANTATION 
 Bunting, Stephen M., II, Fire Plans Examiner 
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CITY OF POMPANO BEACH 
 Cuadra, Ricardo, Chief Electrical Inspector 
 Herrmann, Werner, Structural Inspector (Temporary 120-Days) 
  
CITY OF SUNRISE 
 Castillo, Alejandro, Fire Plans Examiner 
 Gonzalez, Ivan, Fire Inspector 
 
CITY OF TAMARAC 
 Jiovenetta, Giovanni, Fire Inspector 
 Penevolpe, Anthony, Chief Mechanical Inspector 
  
COUNTYWIDE 
 Bruhn, Norman, Structural Inspector 
 Bruhn, Norman, Structural Plans Examiner 
 Hendricks, Matthew, Structural Inspector 
 Sloane, Quinton Trice, Plumbing Inspector 
 Young, Tresselar, Sr., Plumbing Plans Examiner 
 Zambrana, Kevin, Structural Plans Examiner  

 
Mr. Lavrich made a motion, and Mr. Falkanger seconded it, to approve the certifications as 
recommended. The motion was carried out by a unanimous vote of 13-0. 
 

VII. REGULAR AGENDA 
 

1. Appeal 24-01 My Amelia, DBA My Amelia, Inspected.com vs. City of Hollywood 
 

All individuals wishing to speak on this item were sworn in. Ms. Chandra Doucette, representing 
the Appellant, noted that My Amelia, Inspected.com has retained a court reporter to prepare a 
verbatim transcript of this proceeding.  

 
a. Staff Report 

 
Mr. Rolando Soto, Chief Mechanical Code Compliance Officer, advised that My Amelia, 
Appellant, is a private provider that works for the property owner, the contractor or developer, not 
for the municipality. The Appellant is appealing a decision by the City of Hollywood Building 
Official rejecting a virtual inspection of an AC replacement. He went on to review his 
memorandum to the Administrative Director, dated November 14, 2024, provided to the Board, 
including the staff analysis. 
  
 
Ms. Chandra Doucette, representing My Amelia, did not think it is accurate to say that virtual 
inspections are not part of the Florida Building Code. The Florida Building Code is incorporated 
in the State statutes. The reason for this appeal is that the statutes changed after the provisions 
to Section 110.3.13 (Chapter 1, Broward County Administrative Amendments) to specifically 
preclude any local municipality continuing to enforce any more restrictive requirements than 
already set forth FS553.791. She noted that My Amelia did go through the registration and is 
qualified to do business in Broward County. After the statute was adopted, My Amelia was told 
that based on BORA’s (Board of Rules and Appeals) interpretation of the administrative 
procedures under Section 110.3.13 it could not conduct virtual inspections because it was 
prohibited. It was originally approved by the City of Hollywood and the Building Official was 
instructed in 2022 by BORA to reject the application. Ultimately the client went through the 
municipality even though it is their right to choose private providers and work with the 
municipality. The sections and amendments restricting the four conditions in 110.3.13 in which 
virtual inspections can occur was not approved until March of 2021. Moreover, the statute was 
superseded in 2022. In summary, the statute deemed that the local municipality could no longer 
enforce more restrictions than those in place. The reason that the public is given a choice is 
because municipalities are short-staffed and virtual is just one part of this. When a private 
provider conducts an inspection, it is taken out of the local building official’s hands. Private 
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providers indemnify the County against any liability. My Amelia, Inspected.com has been doing 
virtual inspections successfully in several states. The International Code Council (ICC) has 
guidelines in place and the State has provisions for monitoring by virtue of an audit. This is not 
about structural, but rather single trades like HVAC, solar panels, roofing. When Mr. Long turned 
down the inspection it was not about the work, only that the inspection was done virtually. Local 
changes and technical amendments only remain in effect until the next issuance of the Florida 
Building Code. The 7th edition was approved in December of 2020 and the 8th edition was 
effective in December of 2023. In that gap BORA is continuing to enforce a policy that happened 
between those two editions but before the 2022 statute change that local municipalities cannot 
enforce any stricter provisions, specifically Section 553.791(16)(a). Because an additional 
section was added in 2024, it is now 553.791(17)(a). Even if you had the ability to restrict the 
types of inspections for safety purposes, it is not the issue because safety is being ensured, 
monitored and indemnified against any potential liability. She questioned why virtual inspections 
are included in Chapter 1 definitions if they are not mentioned anywhere else. Section 
553.791(8) indicates that inspections may be performed virtually or in-person. It does not qualify 
the types of inspections.  
 
Mr. Lavrich referred to the ICC recommended practices for virtual inspections and noted it 
provides that determination of whether an inspection will be conducted remotely is at the sole 
discretion of the authority having jurisdiction. Ms. Doucette indicated that the ICC is attempting to 
establish protocols. The Florida Legislature looks to these guidelines when adopting new codes. 
It is a slightly different process in other states. If there was sufficient staffing in the local building 
departments, this would not be a business.  
 
Ms. Doucette explained that when the State rules that something can or cannot be done, Section 
553.791 provides they cannot adopt or continue to enforce on a local level. This did not exist 
when BORA adopted this administrative procedure in March of 2021, restricting virtual to the four 
disciplines. She continued to elaborate on the fact that there is precedent that statutory 
preemption. It is more stringent when it comes to adopting changes under 553.791(17).  
 
In response to Mr. Kramer as to whether Ms. Doucette considers this a technical amendment, 
Ms. Doucette noted it is in the Broward Administrative Code, but she did not believe it could 
continue to be enforced even if adopted appropriately in 2021 because of the express language.  
 
Mr. Lavrich commented that all of Chapter 1 is administrative. From a safety perspective, Ms. 
Doucette pointed out that there is the ability to make sure procedures are followed, inspections 
can be audited and there are certified professional engineers, contractors and licensees who are 
approved to do business in Broward. Yet they are being held to a different standard. Mr. Lavrich 
pointed out that the State has given the option to local jurisdictions to amend the Administrative 
Code provided they are more stringent, and BORA has gone further. Ms. Doucette noted that Mr. 
Soto’s memorandum speaks about restrictions as opposed to stringency.  
 
Ms. Doucette advised that My Amelia’s position is that everything can be inspected virtually. She 
added that it is being done in multiple municipalities. During COVID, virtual inspections were 
being conducted in Broward.   
 

b. Board Questions 
 

In response to Mr. Burr, Ms. Doucette indicated that there is no prohibition of virtual inspections 
of any kind. Mr. Kramer indicated in 553.791(6) provides that state or local government agencies 
may perform virtual inspections at the discretion of the enforcement agency. However, they may 
not perform virtual inspections for the structural discipline on a threshold building. Ms. Doucette 
accepted the correction and said that she agrees with a threshold situation. There is nothing to 
prevent the building official from coming on-site to make sure inspections are being done 
properly. She believed that BORA is trying to make the discussion about whether it is a safer 
practice and questioned why these four disciplines are trouble spots. She felt that 553.791(6) 
conflicts with (17)(a) that prohibits enforcing anything that is more restrictive. Mr. Kramer pointed 
out another provision in the statute that says that local amendments must be more stringent.  
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Ms. Doucette concluded that this may be an issue for Tallahassee, however, it is their duty to 
come to BORA first.   
 
Mr. Kramer summarized the appeal application content relating to Broward County 
Administrative Amendments, Chapter 1, Section 110.3 in direct conflict with Florida Statute 
553.791(17) and 468. He felt the Appellant’s position is in error as the statute adopts and 
embraces applicable local code as part of the inspection process which would mean 110.3. 
There is no occasion to resort to rules of statutory interpretation in construction. Statutes should 
be given their plain and obvious meaning. The Appellant should not be allowed to cherry-pick 
from statute provisions which was never intended or in conflict with other legislation. The Florida 
Building Code, Broward County Edition (Chapter 1) is recognized by the Florida Building 
Commission under authority of the Florida statutes as the applicable code. Private providers 
performing inspections shall do so as required by the applicable code. Florida Statute 
553.791(16)(a) provides that a local agency may not adopt anything more stringent. Section 
553.73.4(a) provides that any local amendment must be more stringent than what is set forth in 
553.73.4(a). With Broward County being in a high-velocity hurricane zone, there is good reason 
for any local amendment to be more stringent. Also, the definitions in Section 553.791 say that 
applicable codes mean the Florida Building Code or any local technical amendment, but not 
administrative amendments. It has been pointed out that this is in the administrative part of the 
code. He went on to outline applicable case law. He noted that technical amendments do not 
pertain to the inspection processes. He believed that the appeal was misplaced, and he would 
recommend denial.  
 
Mr. Burr pointed out information in the agenda backup says, “shall expressly authorize 
inspections in person or virtually without exception.” Ms. Doucette indicated that her argument is 
in the backup documentation in that the application form has very limited space. The results 
desired is to stop enforcing 110.3. Furthermore, there was nothing illegal with the inspection 
performed by My Amelia, Inspected.com in November of 2022. They have not and do not intend 
to apply for any structural or threshold inspections. The four categories selected appear to be at 
random. She encouraged the Board to revisit this.  
 
In answer to Chairman D’Attile, Ms. Doucette did not know if Hollywood Building physically 
conducted the inspection in 2022. She was not employed by My Amelia, Inspected.com at that 
time. Mr. Kramer clarified that BORA is the governing agency and the building departments 
enforce at the direction of BORA. Mr. Soto advised that Mr. Long, Building Official, City of 
Hollywood, simply relied on the information furnished by My Amelia, Inspected.com.  
  

c. Board Action 
 

Ms. Giles-Nelson emphasized that the Board’s focus should be on the appeal summary and the 
desired results which is to immediately desist virtual inspections in Broward County by any 
licensed, qualified professional and to either repeal Section 110.3.13 of the Broward County 
Administrative Amendments or incorporate by reference the standards and practices for virtual 
inspections established by the International Code Council recommendations for remote virtual 
inspections.  
 
Mr. Lavrich was concerned about the request to permit inspections virtually without restriction. 
The International Code Council’s recommendations are limiting. It says the determination of 
whether they can be conducted remotely is at the sole discretion of the authority having 
jurisdiction. He felt BORA as well as the individual cities are the authorities having jurisdiction. 
BORA has adopted a modification to Chapter 1 of the Florida Building Code which governs the 
administration of the Code governing inspections. The modification is more restrictive. In 
summary, he was concerned about the wording.  
Mr. Burr made a motion, and Mr. Lavrich seconded the motion to deny the appeal. The motion 
was carried out through a unanimous vote of 13-0. 
 
Mr. Lavrich made a motion, and Vice Chair Burr seconded the motion, incorporating the 
comments of Mr. Kramer as to the appeal being overly broad and those of Vice Chair Burr and 
Ms. Giles-Nelson set forth above. The motion was carried out through a unanimous vote of 13-0. 
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2. Update to Board Policy 14-02, Policy/Affidavit to ensure compliance with Chapter 71-575, 
Section 4(b), Laws of Florida 
 
a. Staff Report 

 
Dr. Ana Barbosa, Administrative Director, reviewed her memorandum to the Board, dated 
November 14, 2024. She commented that she attends many of the building administrators’ 
meetings and when she was hired, she met with all of the building officials and asked them what 
the Board was doing right and what they were doing wrong. Twenty-six of the twenty-eight 
meetings with building officials raised this topic. It is an issue with hiring and retaining staff.  
Several mayors have also contacted her to indicate that this was an issue in their organizations. 
The Board’s jurisdiction is Broward County, yet this policy extends beyond the county limits. The 
ethical values that the building officials, plan reviewers and inspectors are held to now will 
remain unchanged.  
 

b. Board Questions 
 

Mr. Lavrich said that he has problems with the concept of someone working as a building 
inspector and having a job on the side operating a company, acting as a contractor. He did not 
think someone should be enforcing the code against someone else that may be their competitor. 
He did not think individuals should ever allow their Certificate of Competency to be used by 
another person or firm. In other words, it would be permissible provided it was not done in 
Broward County. He questioned if this thinking would extend to use of one’s engineering or 
architectural licenses.  
 
Mr. Burr pointed out that there are engineering firms that are approving plans and working in the 
same city.  
 
Mr. Burr went on to say that if this is passed and an individual is found to be violating the policy 
in the county limits, that individual should “be gone”.  
 
Mr. Lavrich pointed out that it allows an individual’s Certificate of Competency to be used by 
another which is different than being a qualifier for another company. Further discussion ensured 
on this point.  
 
Mr. Deveaugh drew attention to plan review and commented that many jurisdictions are 
accepting submittal of plans digitally. This change could be very helpful with respect to workload. 
He felt there should be punitive measures should be added and “may” should be changed to 
“shall”.  
 
Ms. Giles-Nelson emphasized if this passes, cities will need to put in place measures to police 
their employees. This proposal will allow the technical staff to work in multiple cities and run 
private companies along with the previously approved change to limit the chiefs and building 
officials from being in multiple jurisdictions. She felt it is not a problem with the policy and may be 
in-house. She wanted to hear from the professional associations in the various disciplines. She 
pointed out the advantage that an individual would have securing a job if their business card 
indicated they were a plans examiner/inspector, for example. She felt more thought should be 
given. 
 
Chairman D’Attile was uncomfortable with the proposal although he understood the staffing 
challenges of cities.  
 
In response to Mr. Falkanger, Dr. Barbosa enumerated what is done in Palm Beach and Miami-
Dade counties and unincorporated Miami-Dade County. Mr. Falkanger supported the 
recommendation. Mr. Deveaugh pointed out that inspectors who are BORA-certified are licensed 
by the state and can be inspectors anywhere in the state.  
 
Mr. Kamm supported the recommendation but thought it would be useful for a committee to look 
further into the concept. 
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c. Board Action 

 
Mr. Kamm made a motion, and Ms. Taylor seconded the motion, to refer this matter to 
committee for further evaluation. The motion was carried out by a vote of 12-1. Mr. Deveaugh 
voted no.  

 
3. Update to Board Policy 18-02, Design Professional and Contractor Requirements to become a 

Certified Inspector, as it relates to the closing out of open permits and ongoing projects in 
Broward County 

 
Dr. Barbosa advised that this is in conjunction with the previous item, Policy 14-02. The change 
would be simply to change the jurisdiction to Broward County.  
 
Mr. Lavrich made a motion, and Mr. Falkanger seconded the motion, to refer this matter to the same 
committee that was authorized for Agenda Item 2. The motion was carried out by a unanimous vote 
of 13-0.  
 

4. First Reading of Amendments to Chapter 1, Section 104.16.3 Certification of the Structural 
Inspector and Section 104.15.3 Certification of the Roofing Inspector, Florida Building Code, 
8th Edition (2023) 

 
a. Staff Report – Michael Guerasio 

 
Mr. Michael Guerasio, Chief Structural Code Compliance Officer, advised that this item is a 
follow-up to the September 12th Board meeting when Mr. Bill Tracy, Building Official, City of 
Parkland, requested that the Board consider extending the timeline for inspectors to obtain their 
contractor’s license from the current one year to two years. This would match the Department of 
Business and Professional Regulation’s (DBPR) time frame. Structural and roofing inspectors. 
With this being an actual code change, it would require two readings.  
 

b. Board Questions 
 

Mr. Lavrich noted that the numerals were changed from one to two throughout, but not the text.    
 

c. Board Action 
 
Mr. Lavrich made a motion, and Mr. Falkanger seconded the motion, to approve on first reading 
amending Sections 104.16.3 and 104.15.3 of the Florida Building Code, 8th Edition as 
recommended. The motion was carried out by a unanimous vote of 13-0. 
  

5. Request to convene BORA’s Certification Committee to review Chapter 1, Sections 
104.12.3 Certification of the Electrical Inspector, 104.13.3 Certification of the Mechanical 
Inspector and 104.4.3 Certification of the Plumbing Inspector 
 
Mr. Rolando Soto, Chief Mechanical Code Compliance Officer, indicated that this is a request to 
convene the Certification Committee to consider amending these sections of Chapter 1 to align 
the mechanical, electrical and plumbing (MEP) disciplines with the change just approved in 
Agenda Item 4. The MEPs would have two years to obtain their contractor’s license provided 
they have ten years of experience in the field.  
 
In response to Chairman D’Attile, Mr. Soto indicated that staff could prepare a code amendment 
proposal without the Certification Committee input if the Board preferred. 
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Mr. Lavrich made a motion, and Mr. Deveaugh seconded the motion, to convene the Certification 
Committee to review the recommended code changes. The motion was carried out by a 
unanimous vote of 13-0. 

 
6. Director’s Report 

 
Dr. Barbosa advised that staff is putting together training to address Chapter 75-489, Laws of 
Florida, relating to allowing mechanical to do electrical when changing out air conditioners.   

 
7. Attorney’s Report - none 

 
8. Committee Reports - none 
 
9. General Board Member Discussion 

 
10. Adjournment 

 
The meeting adjourned at 9:21 PM. 
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Consent Agenda



 
 
 
 

Consent Agenda: 
Item 1 

  



Certifications – Staff Recommended January 9, 2025, Board Meeting 

 
 
CITY OF COCONUT CREEK 
 Jean-Louis, Stevenson, Assistant Fire Marshal 
  
CITY OF FORT LAUDERDALE 
 Linarte, Maurico A., Electrical Inspector (Temporary 120-Day) 
 
TOWN OF HILLSBORO BEACH 
 Correa, Donald R., Chief Electrical Inspector 
  
CITY OF HOLLYWOOD 
 Mackinnon, Norman, Mechanical Inspector (Temporary 120-Day) 
 Ramos, Moises, Fire Inspector 
 Zagales, Charles, Mechanical Inspector – Limited (Temporary 120-Day) 
 
CITY OF MIRAMAR 
 Perez, Jose M., Mechanical Plans Examiner (Provisional) 
 
CITY OF OAKLAND PARK 
 Moss, Samantha, Fire Inspector 
 
CITY OF PARKLAND 
 Hurtado, Roberto, Electrical Inspector (Temporary 120-Day) 
 
CITY OF PLANTATION 
 Gaskell, David, Fire Plans Examiner 
  
CITY OF POMPANO BEACH 
 Canizaro, James T., Electrical Plans Examiner (Provisional) 
 Mascot, Alexander, Fire Inspector 
  
COUNTYWIDE 
 Cogdill, Danny Lee, Electrical Plans Examiner 
 Hernandez, Alejandro Alfonso, Plumbing Plans Examiner 
 Kohn, Jordan Tal, Structural Plans Examiner 
 Monier, Claudio Ruben, Structural Plans Examiner 
 Nowalk, Adrian, Structural Plans Examiner 
 Paiva, Luiz A., Structural Inspector 
 Partagas, Juan, Structural Plans Examiner 
 Santiago, Rollin, Structural Inspector 
 Santiago, Rollin, Structural Plans Examiner 
 Seijo Montes, Francheska Enid, Structural Inspector 
 Seijo Montes, Francheska Enid, Structural Plans Examiner 
 Throner, Robert, Jr., Electrical Plans Examiner 
 
 



Regular Agenda



 
 
 
 

Regular Agenda: 
Item 1 

 
  



Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals 
1 N. University Drive Suite, 3500B, Plantation, FL 33324 
broward.org/CodeAppeals │ 954-765-4500 │ rulesboard@broward.org 

TO: Members of the Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals 

FROM:  Chief Fire Code Compliance Officer 

DATE: January 9, 2025 

RE: Jason Douglas Upgrade to Fire Plans Examiner 

1

Recommendation  
It is recommended that the Board of Rules and Appeals review and approve a request from the City of 
Hollywood Fire Department to upgrade Fire Inspector Jason Douglas to the position of Fire Plans Examiner. 

Reasons 
Fire Inspector Jason Douglas received his Board-approved certification as a Fire Inspector with the City of 
Hollywood Fire Department in September 2022. His documentation shows that he also obtained his State 
Inspector Certification in 2022. The City of Hollywood Fire Department believes Inspector Douglas has 
demonstrated the necessary knowledge and skills to review fire plans and apply fire codes effectively. Upon 
review of his upgrade request, staff noted that Inspector Douglas needs to meet the time requirements 
specified in F-104.4.3 or F-104.4.5. These requirements pertain to the number of years of experience 
needed for the promotion. 

Inspector Douglas still needs to fulfill additional time requirements to meet the criteria outlined in the fire 
code. Specifically, staff believes he requires approximately eight more months of experience to qualify. 
However, Inspector Douglas holds both the NFPA Certified Fire Inspector (CFI-1) and Fire Plans Examiner 
certifications. These certifications reduce the required experience for the upgrade to three (3) years, as 
specified in F-104.4.5. 

The staff believes Inspector Douglas needs eight more months to comply with the fire code.  
Inspector Douglas possesses his NFPA Certification CFI-1 and Plans Examiner, reducing the required time 
to three (3) years. 

Additional Information 
F-104.4.3 Ten (10) years of experience as a firefighter, four (4) years as a state-certified fire inspector
employed with a county or city having fulfilled the duties of a fire inspector and shall be a Broward County
certified.

F-104.4.5 Three (3) years of experience as a Broward County and State of Florida Certified Fire Inspector
and nationally certified as an NFPA Certified Fire Inspector (CFI-1) and NFPA Certified Fire Plans Examiner
(CFPE) and be Broward County certified.

Respectfully Submitted, 

Bryan Parks 

https://www.broward.org/codeappeals/Pages/Default.aspx
mailto:rulesboard@broward.org
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Item 2 
  



Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals 
1 N. University Drive Suite, 3500B, Plantation, FL 33324 
broward.org/CodeAppeals │ 954-765-4500 │ rulesboard@broward.org 

TO: Members of the Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals 

FROM:  Administrative Director 

DATE: January 9, 2025 

RE: Second reading of Amendments to Chapter 1, Section 104.16.3 Certification of the Structural 
Inspector and Section 104.15.3 Certification of the Roofing Inspector, Florida Building Code, 
8th Edition (2023) 

The Board of Rules and Appeals approved the revisions of the Amendments to Chapter 1, Section 104.16.3 
Certification of the Structural Inspector and Section 104.15.3 Certification of the Roofing Inspector, Florida 
Building Code, 8th Edition (2023) on the first reading on November 14, 2024. It is now scheduled for a 
second reading and public hearing. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Dr. Ana C. Barbosa 

1
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Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals 
1 N. University Drive Suite, 3500B, Plantation, FL 33324 
broward.org/CodeAppeals │ 954-765-4500 │ rulesboard@broward.org 
 

 
 
TO:  Members of the Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals 
 
FROM:  Chief Structural Code Compliance Officer 
 
DATE:  January 9, 2025 
 
RE: Second Reading of Amendments to Chapter 1, Section 104.16.3 Certification of the Structural 

Inspector and Section 104.15.3 Certification of the Roofing Inspector, Florida Building Code, 
8th Edition (2023)   

 
 
Recommendation  
It is recommended that the Board of Rules and Appeals adopt, by vote, revisions to Chapter 1, Sections 
104.16.3 and 104.15.3, Florida Building Code, 8th Edition (2023). 
 
Reasons 
At the August 8, 2024, Board of Rules and Appeals meeting, a request was made by Mr. Bill Tracy, Building 
Official for the City of Parkland, for the Board to consider extending the time frame for obtaining a 
contractor’s license for applicants from one year to two years.   
 
The Department of Business and Professional Regulations (DBPR) has changed its process when 
scheduling for testing to obtain a license. The recommendation is to allow a roofing and structural inspector 
up to two years, from one year, to obtain their contractor license to mirror the time frame that the DBPR 
allows applicant to obtain their standard inspector license.  
 
Additional Information 
Revised FBC Chapter 1, Section 1104.16.3 and 104.15.3 are attached. Stricken through text is language 
deleted. Underscored text is new or revised language. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  

 
Michael Guerasio 
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BROWARD COUNTY AMENDMENTS 
 
Section 104 Powers and Duties of the Building Official, Assistant Building Official, Fire Code Official, 
Chief Inspector, Plan Examiner, and Inspector 
 
104.16.3 Certification of the Structural Inspector 
  
104.16.3.1.2 Be a BCAIB certified Standard Inspector in the structural discipline with five (5) years of 
experience within the State of Florida, of which two (2) years shall have been within HVHZ or passing the 
BORA's HVHZ exam. An individual qualifying through this path shall be required to acquire a GC license by 
exam within one two (12) years of initial certification as an inspector. 
 
104.16.3.1.4 Five (5) years of construction experience in the structural discipline in a supervisory capacity, of 
which at least two (2) years shall have been within the jurisdiction of HVHZ or passing the BORA's HVHZ 
exam. An individual qualifying through this path shall be required to acquire an unlimited GC license by exam 
from either the Construction Industry Licensing Board (CILB), Broward County Examining Board, or the Miami-
Dade Construction Trades Qualifying Board within one two (12) years of initial certification as an inspector. 
 
104.16.3.1.5 Ten (10) years of construction experience in the structural discipline, of which at least two (2) 
years shall have been within the jurisdiction of the HVHZ or passing the BORA's HVHZ exam. An individual 
qualifying through this path shall be required to acquire an Unlimited GC license by exam from either the 
Construction Industry Licensing Board (CILB), Broward County Examining Board, or the Miami-Dade 
Construction Trades Qualifying Board within one two (12) years of initial certification as an inspector. 
 
104.15.3 Certification of the Roofing Inspector 
 
104.15.3.1.2 Be a BCAIB-certified Standard Structural Inspector or Standard roofing inspector with five (5) 
years of experience within the state of Florida, two (2) years of which shall have been within the HVHZ or 
passing BORA's HVHZ exam. An individual qualifying through this path shall be required to acquire a roofing 
contractor license, by exam, from either the Construction Industry Licensing Board (CILB), Broward County 
Examining Board, or the Miami-Dade Construction Trades Qualifying Board within one two (12) years of initial 
certification. 
 
104.15.3.1.4 Five (5) years of construction experience within the State of Florida in the roofing discipline in a 
supervisory capacity, of which at least two (2) years shall have been within the HVHZ or passing BORA's 
HVHZ exam. An individual qualifying through this path shall be required to acquire a Roofing Contractors 
License, by exam, from either the Construction Industry Licensing Board (CILB), Broward County Examining 
Board, or the Miami-Dade Construction Trades Qualifying Board within one two (12) years of initial certification 
as an inspector. 
 
104.15.3.1.5 Ten (10) years of construction experience within the State of Florida in the roofing discipline, of 
which at least two (2) years shall have been within the HVHZ or passing BORA's HVHZ exam. An individual 
qualifying through this path shall be required to acquire a roofing contractor's license, by exam, from either 
the Construction Industry Licensing Board (CILB), Broward County Examining Board, or the Miami-Dade 
Construction Trades Qualifying Board within one two (12) years of the initial certification as an inspector.  
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Item 3 
  



Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals 
1 N. University Drive Suite, 3500B, Plantation, FL 33324 
broward.org/CodeAppeals │ 954-765-4500 │ rulesboard@broward.org 

TO: Members of the Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals 

FROM:  Chief Structural Code Compliance Officer 

DATE: January 9, 2025 

RE: Formal Interpretation #24 Update to Retrofit of Windows, Doors, Overhead Garage Doors, and 
Shutters, FBC Existing Building, Alteration Level 

Recommendation 
It is recommended that the Board of Rules and Appeals approve revisions, by vote, of Formal Interpretation 
#24. The revisions will remove the 3’ x 7’ and 6’ x 7’ doors from the “Overhead Garage Door Pressures” section 
and direct the use of the “Wall Pressure for All Roof Types” chart for these door sizes. 

Reasons 
The overhead doors are generally in wind zones 4 and 5, and the pressures are calculated differently. The 3’ 
x 7’ and 6’ x 7’ doors are in either wind zone 4 or 5, respectively, and are calculated based on the worst-case 
scenario in the Wall Pressures for All Roof Types Chart. The Garage Door Pressures Chart will be used only 
for overhead doors under 30’ mean roof height. 

Since this document's introduction in 2012, we've received numerous inquiries from jurisdictions and 
contractors regarding the appropriate chart for these door sizes. This revision will eliminate any confusion by 
clearly specifying which chart to use based on the tributary area and mean roof height. 

Additional Information 
• This generic chart is not acceptable for buildings above 30 feet.
• Correction of a scrivener’s error in the instructions section of the chart, changing the spelling of “Foof”

to “Roof.”

Respectfully Submitted, 

Jack Morell 

1

https://www.broward.org/codeappeals/Pages/Default.aspx
mailto:rulesboard@broward.org


 

 

BROWARD COUNTY 
BOARD OF RULES AND APPEALS 

 

FBC 8TH EDITION (2023) 
FORMAL INTERPRETATION (#24) 

   

1 N. University Drive, Suite 3500B 
Plantation, Florida 33324 

 

Phone: 954-765-4500 
Email: rulesboard@broward.org 
www.broward.org/CodeAppeals 

 
2025 Voting Members 
 

Chair Gregg D’Attile,  
Mechanical Contractor 
 

Vice-Chair Ron Burr,  
Swimming Pool Contractor 
 
Mr. Stephen Bailey, P.E.,  
Electrical Engineer 
 

Mr. John Famularo,  
Roofing Contractor  
 

Mrs. Shalanda Giles Nelson,  
General Contractor  
 

Mr. Robert A. Kamm, P.E.,  
Mechanical Engineer 
 

Mr. Daniel Lavrich, P.E., S.I., 
F.ASCE, F.SEI, Structural Engineer  
 

Mr. Sergio Pellecer,  
Fire Service Professional 
 

Mr. Daniel Rourke,  
Master Plumber 
 

Mr. Peter Deveaugh,  
Master Electrician 
 

Mr. Dennis A. Ulmer,  
Consumer Advocate 
 

Ms. Lynn E. Wolfson,  
Disabled Community Representative 
 

Mr. Abbas H. Zackria, CSI,  
Architect 
 
2025 Alternate Board Members 
 

Mr. Steven Feller, P.E.,  
Mechanical Engineer 
 

Mr. Jeff Falkanger,  
Architect 
 

Mr. Alberto Fernandez,  
General Contractor 
 

Mr. David Rice, P.E.,  
Electrical Engineer 
 

Mr. Robert Taylor,  
Fire Service Professional 
 

Mr. James Terry,  
Master Plumber  
 

Mr. David Tringo,  
Master Electrician 
 

Mr. Derek A. Wassink, 
P.E,R.A.,S.I., S.T.S.2.,  
Structural Engineer 
 

Eduard C. Badiu, PhD, P.E.  
Roofing Contractor 
 
Board Attorney 
Charles M. Kramer, Esq. 
 

Administrative Director 
Dr. Ana Barbosa 
 

— Established 1971 — 

 

 
DATE:  October 12, 2023 January 9, 2025 
TO:  All Building Officials 
FROM:  Dr. Ana Barbosa, Administrative Director 
SUBJECT: Retrofit of Windows, Doors, Garage Doors,  

and Shutters FBC Existing Building, Alteration Level 
 
At its meeting on October 12, 2023, the Board approved an interpretation of Retrofit of 
Windows, Doors, Garage Doors, and Shutters for detached one- and two-family dwellings and 
multiple single-family dwellings (townhouses) with common roof height < 30 feet. 
 
Formal Interpretation: 
 

1. A Florida Professional Engineer or Architect may modify the buck or fasteners as 
specified in a Notice of Acceptance. Such modification must be documented with a 
signed and sealed letter or drawing. 

2. To obtain the required design pressure for a specific opening at a specific site, an 
individual must utilize one of the following and submit documentation as indicated. 
a) A site-specific plan (signed and sealed) by a Florida Professional Engineer or 

Architect indicating the location of all retro openings and the required design 
pressures. 

b) A site-specific plan (not sealed) indicating the location of all retro openings 
accompanied by a worst-case design pressure chart (signed and sealed) 
prepared by a Florida P.E. or Architect. 

c) A site-specific plan (not sealed) indicating the location of all openings and 
indicating the required design pressures based on the Broward County 
Fenestration Voluntary Wind Load Chart. (See attached chart). 

3. Buildings with a (height) > 30 feet or more shall have a site-specific design  
(signed and sealed) by a Florida Professional Engineer or Architect, indicating the 
location of all retro openings and the required design pressures for each opening. 

 
NOTE: Generic charts, graphs alone, etc., are not acceptable for buildings above 30 feet. 
 
 
EFFECTIVE DATE: September 12, 2012 
EFFECTIVE DATE: December 31, 2023 
EFFECTIVE DATE: January 9, 2025 
 
 
 

*** PLEASE POST AT YOUR PERMIT COUNTER *** 
 
 

Page 1 of 1 F.I. #24 
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ASCE 7-22 

Roof and Wall Zone Chart Diagrams 
Wall Pressure Chart Flat Roof Uplift Chart Gable Roof Uplift Chart Hip Roof Uplift Chart 

 
   

Instructions on how to use these Charts: Determine the Mean Roof Height, h, which is the top of the roof for flat roofs or the mean roof height for pitched roofs. 
Find the least horizontal dimension for your building, not including an overhang if it occurs. Calculate the value of, a, = 10% of least horizontal dimension or 
0.4*h, whichever is smaller, but not less than either 4% of least horizontal dimension or 3 feet. If your roof height is less than 30 feet, but not exactly 15, 20, or 25 
feet, you will need to go to the next higher roof height. If your Mean FRoof Height is higher than 30 feet, these charts do not apply. Review the diagram that 
illustrates the wall and roof zones and determine the wind zone in which the component is located. Determine the tributary area of the component. If the tributary 
area falls in between values, use the value of the smaller tributary area.  Select the positive and negative wind pressures corresponding to the wall or roof zone 
where your component is located. Door pressures shown are for the most common door sizes and are worst case for heights < = 30 Feet. 

Wall Pressure for All Roof Types Overhead Garage/Door Pressures 
Mean Roof Height 15 ft. 20 ft. < = 30 ft. 

Tributary Area 10 20 35 50 100 500 10 20 35 50 100 500 Effective Wind Area 
Positive Negative 

Wall Positive Pressure 38.1 36.3 35.0 34.1 32.4 28.4 40.4 38.5 37.1 36.1 34.3 30.1 Width Height 

Zone 4 Negative Pressure - 41.4 - 39.6 - 38.2 - 37.3 - 35.6 - 31.6 - 43.8 - 42.0 - 40.5 - 39.6 - 37.7 - 33.5 8 8 38.6 - 48.2 

Zone 5 Negative Pressure - 51.0 - 47.5 - 44.8 - 43.0 - 39.6 - 31.6 - 54.0 - 50.4 - 47.5 - 45.6 - 42.0 - 33.5 10 10 37.4 - 45.7 

Mean Roof Height 25 ft. 30 ft. 14 14 35.4 - 41.8 

Tributary Area 10 20 35 50 100 500 10 20 35 50 100 500 9 7 38.7 - 48.3 

Wall Positive Pressure 42.2 40.3 38.8 37.8 35.9 31.5 43.9 41.9 40.3 39.3 37.3 32.8 16 7 37 - 45.0 

Zone 4 Negative Pressure - 45.8 - 43.9 - 42.4 - 41.4 - 39.5 - 35.1 - 47.6 - 45.7 - 44.1 - 43.1 - 41.1 - 36.5 3 7 41.8 - 54.6 

Zone 5 Negative Pressure - 56.6 - 52.8 - 49.7 - 47.8 - 43.9 - 35.1 - 58.8 - 54.7 - 51.7 - 49.6 - 45.7 - 36.5 6 7 39.8 - 50.6 
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DATE:  January 9, 2025 
TO:  All Building Officials 
FROM:  Dr. Ana Barbosa, Administrative Director 
SUBJECT: Retrofit of Windows, Doors, Garage Doors,  

and Shutters FBC Existing Building, Alteration Level 
 
At its meeting on October 12, 2023, the Board approved an interpretation of Retrofit of 
Windows, Doors, Garage Doors, and Shutters for detached one- and two-family dwellings and 
multiple single-family dwellings (townhouses) with common roof height < 30 feet. 
 
Formal Interpretation: 
 

1. A Florida Professional Engineer or Architect may modify the buck or fasteners as 
specified in a Notice of Acceptance. Such modification must be documented with a 
signed and sealed letter or drawing. 

2. To obtain the required design pressure for a specific opening at a specific site, an 
individual must utilize one of the following and submit documentation as indicated. 
a) A site-specific plan (signed and sealed) by a Florida Professional Engineer or 

Architect indicating the location of all retro openings and the required design 
pressures. 

b) A site-specific plan (not sealed) indicating the location of all retro openings 
accompanied by a worst-case design pressure chart (signed and sealed) 
prepared by a Florida P.E. or Architect. 

c) A site-specific plan (not sealed) indicating the location of all openings and 
indicating the required design pressures based on the Broward County 
Fenestration Voluntary Wind Load Chart. (See attached chart). 

3. Buildings with a (height) > 30 feet or more shall have a site-specific design  
(signed and sealed) by a Florida Professional Engineer or Architect, indicating the 
location of all retro openings and the required design pressures for each opening. 

 
NOTE: Generic charts, graphs alone, etc., are not acceptable for buildings above 30 feet. 
 
 
EFFECTIVE DATE: December 31, 2023 
EFFECTIVE DATE: January 9, 2025 
 
 
 

*** PLEASE POST AT YOUR PERMIT COUNTER *** 
 
 

Page 1 of 1 F.I. #24 
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ASCE 7-22 

Roof and Wall Zone Chart Diagrams 
Wall Pressure Chart Flat Roof Uplift Chart Gable Roof Uplift Chart Hip Roof Uplift Chart 

 
   

Instructions on how to use these Charts: Determine the Mean Roof Height, h, which is the top of the roof for flat roofs or the mean roof height for pitched roofs. 
Find the least horizontal dimension for your building, not including an overhang if it occurs. Calculate the value of, a, = 10% of least horizontal dimension or 
0.4*h, whichever is smaller, but not less than either 4% of least horizontal dimension or 3 feet. If your roof height is less than 30 feet, but not exactly 15, 20, or 25 
feet, you will need to go to the next higher roof height. If your Mean Roof Height is higher than 30 feet, these charts do not apply. Review the diagram that 
illustrates the wall and roof zones and determine the wind zone in which the component is located. Determine the tributary area of the component. If the tributary 
area falls in between values, use the value of the smaller tributary area.  Select the positive and negative wind pressures corresponding to the wall or roof zone 
where your component is located. Door pressures shown are for the most common door sizes and are worst case for heights < = 30 Feet. 

Wall Pressure for All Roof Types Overhead Garage Door Pressures 
Mean Roof Height 15 ft. 20 ft. < = 30 ft. 

Tributary Area 10 20 35 50 100 500 10 20 35 50 100 500 Effective Wind Area 
Positive Negative 

Wall Positive Pressure 38.1 36.3 35.0 34.1 32.4 28.4 40.4 38.5 37.1 36.1 34.3 30.1 Width Height 

Zone 4 Negative Pressure - 41.4 - 39.6 - 38.2 - 37.3 - 35.6 - 31.6 - 43.8 - 42.0 - 40.5 - 39.6 - 37.7 - 33.5 8 8 38.6 - 48.2 

Zone 5 Negative Pressure - 51.0 - 47.5 - 44.8 - 43.0 - 39.6 - 31.6 - 54.0 - 50.4 - 47.5 - 45.6 - 42.0 - 33.5 10 10 37.4 - 45.7 

Mean Roof Height 25 ft. 30 ft. 14 14 35.4 - 41.8 

Tributary Area 10 20 35 50 100 500 10 20 35 50 100 500 9 7 38.7 - 48.3 

Wall Positive Pressure 42.2 40.3 38.8 37.8 35.9 31.5 43.9 41.9 40.3 39.3 37.3 32.8 16 7 37 - 45.0 

Zone 4 Negative Pressure - 45.8 - 43.9 - 42.4 - 41.4 - 39.5 - 35.1 - 47.6 - 45.7 - 44.1 - 43.1 - 41.1 - 36.5     

Zone 5 Negative Pressure - 56.6 - 52.8 - 49.7 - 47.8 - 43.9 - 35.1 - 58.8 - 54.7 - 51.7 - 49.6 - 45.7 - 36.5     
 

PROPOSED VERSION (CLEAN) 
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Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals 
1 N. University Drive Suite, 3500B, Plantation, FL 33324 
broward.org/CodeAppeals │ 954-765-4500 │ rulesboard@broward.org 

TO: Members of the Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals 

FROM:  Chief Electrical Code Compliance Officer 

DATE: January 9, 2025 

RE: Formal Interpretation #35 Update to 2020 National Electrical Code, Article 555.5 and 555.9 

Recommendation  
It is recommended that the Board of Rules and Appeals adopt, by vote, Formal Interpretation #35 to match 
the proposed 2026 NEC changes that incorporate the 2020 National Electrical Code, Articles 555.5 and 
555.9. The Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals Electrical Committee unanimously voted to 
approve Formal Interpretation #35. 

Reasons 
The 2017 National Electrical Code (NEC) permitted pier (dock) power voltages up to 1000. This section was 
changed and became unintendedly more restrictive in the 2020 edition of the NEC. The 2020 NEC specifies 
that the voltage for dock power is up to 250 volts with no restrictions and that the voltage provided for dock 
power from 250 to 600 be installed under the supervision of an engineer. This language is unnecessary 
because all plans must be designed under the Florida Engineering Statute 471, and supervision is superfluous. 
The 2023 NEC contains the same language as the 2020 NEC. The 2020 NEC affected Florida in the 8th 
edition of the Florida Building Code, adopted on December 31, 2023. The 2026 NEC proposes to update this 
section, changing the 250-volt limit to 600 volts and allowing an AHJ to request documentation from an 
engineer if desired. This code change was an effort by the NEC to limit the voltage at a dock for safety 
purposes.  

Respectfully Submitted, 

Kenneth Castronovo 
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NEC 70: National Electrical Code, 2017 Edition – Chapter 5 

ARTICLE 555 Marinas, Boatyards, and Commercial and Noncommercial Docking Facilities 

555.1 Scope 
This article covers the installation of wiring and equipment in the areas comprising fixed or floating piers, 
wharves, docks, and other areas in marinas, boatyards, boat basins, boathouses, yacht clubs, boat 
condominiums, docking facilities associated with one-family dwellings, two-family dwellings, multifamily 
dwellings, and residential condominiums; any multiple docking facility or similar occupancies; and facilities 
that are used, or intended for use, for the purpose of repair, berthing, launching, storage, or fueling of 
small craft and the moorage of floating buildings. 

Informational Note: See NFPA 303-2011, Fire Protection Standard for Marinas and Boatyards, for 
additional information. 

555.1 Definitions 

Docking Facility 
A covered or open, fixed or floating structure that provides access to the water and to which boats are 
secured. 

Electrical Datum Plane 
The electrical datum plane is defined as follows: 

1. Inland areas subject to tidal fluctuation, the electrical datum plane is a horizontal plane 606 mm (2
ft) above the highest tide level for the area occurring under normal circumstances, that is, highest
high tide.

2. Inland areas not subject to tidal fluctuation, the electrical datum plane is a horizontal plane 606
mm (2 ft) above the highest water level for the area occurring under normal circumstances.

3. The electrical datum plane for floating piers and landing stages that are (a) installed to permit
rise and fall response to water level, without lateral movement, and (b) that are so equipped that
they can rise to the datum plane established for (1) or (2), is a horizontal plane 762 mm (30 in.)
above the water level at the floating pier or landing stage and a minimum of 305 mm (12 in.)
above the level of the deck.

Marina 
A facility, generally on the waterfront, that stores and services boats in berths, on moorings, and in dry 
storage or dry stack storage. 

Marine Power Outlet 
An enclosed assembly that can include equipment such as receptacles, circuit breakers, fused 
switches, fuses, a watt-hour meter(s), panelboards, and monitoring means approved for marine use. 

555.3 Ground-Fault Protection 
For other than floating buildings covered by 553.4, ground-fault protection for docking facilities shall be 
provided in accordance with (A) and (8). 

555.3(A) Feeder and Branch Circuit Conductors 
Feeder and branch circuit conductors that are installed on docking facilities shall be provided with ground-
fault protection set to open at currents exceeding 30 mA. Coordination with downstream ground-fault 
protection shall be permitted at the feeder overcurrent protective device. 

Exception: Transformer secondary conductors of a separately derived system that do not exceed 3 m 
(10 ft) and are installed in a raceway shall be permitted to be installed without ground-fault protection. 
This exception shall also apply to the supply terminals of the equipment supplied by the transformer 
secondary conductors. 

555.3(8) Receptacles Providing Shore Power 
In lieu of the requirement of 210.8, receptacles installed in accordance with 555.19(A) shall be 
permitted to have ground-fault protection set to open at currents not exceeding 30 mA. 

555.4 Distribution System Yard and pier distribution systems shall not exceed 1,000 volts phase to phase. 
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NEC 70: National Electrical Code, 2020 Edition – Chapter 5 
 
Marina Power Outlet 
An enclosed assembly that can include equipment such as receptacles, circuit breakers, fused switches, 
fuses, a watt-hour meter(s), panelboards, and monitoring means identified for marina use. [303:3.3.13) 
 
Monorail 
Overhead track and hoist system for moving material around the boatyard or moving and launching boats. 
[303: 3.3.15) 
 
Mooring(s) 
Any place where a boat is wet stored or berthed. [303:3.3.16) 
 
Shore Power 
The electrical equipment required to power a floating vessel including, but not limited to, the receptacle and 
cords. 
 
Slip 
A berthing space between or adjacent to piers, wharves, or docks; the water areas associated with boat 
occupation. (See also Berth) [303:3.3.20) 
 
Storage, Dry Stack 
A facility, either covered or uncovered, constructed of horizontal and vertical structural members designed to 
allow placement of small boats in defined slots arranged both horizontally and vertically. [303:3.3.23.2) 
 
Wharf 
A structure at the shoreline that has a platform built along and parallel to a body of water with either an open 
deck or a superstructure. [307:3.3.24) 
 
Electrical Datum Plane Distances. 555.3(A) Floating Piers 
 
555.3(A) Floating Piers 
The electrical datum plane for floating piers and boat landing stages that are (1) installed to permit rise and 
fall response to water level, without lateral movement, and (2) that are so equipped that piers and landing 
stages can rise to the datum plane established for 555.3(8) or (C) shall be a horizontal plane 762 mm (30 
in.) above the water level at the floating pier or boat landing stage and a minimum of 305 mm (12 in.) above 
the level of the deck. 
 
555.3(8) Areas Subject to Tidal Fluctuations 
Inland areas subject to tidal fluctuation, the electrical datum plane shall be a horizontal plane that is 606 mm 
(2 ft) above the highest tide level for the area occurring under normal circumstances, based on the highest 
high tide. 
 
555.3(C) Areas Not Subject to Tidal Fluctuations 
Inland areas not subject to tidal fluctuation, the electrical datum plane shall be a horizontal plane that is 606 
mm (2 ft) above the highest water level for the area occurring under normal circumstances. 
 
555.4 Location of Service Equipment 
The service equipment for a floating building, dock, or marina shall be located on land adjacent to the 
structure served but not on or in the structure itself or any other floating structure. 
 
555.5 Maximum Voltage 
Pier power distribution systems shall not exceed 250 volts phase to phase. Pier power distribution systems 
where qualified personnel service the equipment under engineering supervision shall be permitted to exceed 
250 volts, but these systems shall not exceed 600 volts. 
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NEC 70: National Electrical Code, 2023 Edition – Chapter 5 
 
ARTICLE 555 Marinas, Boatyards, Floating Buildings, and Commercial and Noncommercial 
Docking Facilities 
 
Part I. General 
 
555.1 Scope 
This article covers the installation of wiring and equipment in the areas comprising fixed or floating piers, 
wharves, docks, floating buildings, and other areas in marinas, boatyards, boat basins, boathouses, yacht 
clubs, boat condominiums, docking facilities associated with one-family dwellings, two-family dwellings, 
multifamily dwellings, and residential condominiums; any multiple docking facility or similar occupancies; 
and facilities that are used, or intended for use, for the purpose of repair, berthing, launching, storage, or 
fueling of small craft and the moorage of floating buildings. 
 

Informational Note No. 1. See NFPA 303-2016, Fire Protection Standard for Marinas and Boatyards, for 
additional information. 
 
Informational Note No. 2: Where boats, floating buildings, docks, and similar structures are connected to 
an electrical source or a supply of electricity, hazardous voltages and currents may create serious safety 
concerns. 
 
Informational Note No. 3: Text that is followed by a reference in brackets has been extracted from 
NFPA 303- 2016, Fire Protection Standard for Marinas and Boatyards, and NFPA 307-2016, Standard 
for the Construction and Fire Protection of Marine Terminals, Piers, and Wharves. Only editorial 
changes were made to the extracted text to make it consistent with this Code. 

 
555.3 Electrical Datum Plane Distances 
 
555.3(A) Floating Piers 
The electrical datum plane for floating piers and boat landing stages that is (1) installed to permit rise and 
fall response to water level and without lateral movement, and (2) that are so equipped that piers and 
landing stages can rise to the datum plane established for 555.3(8) or (C), shall be a horizontal plane 762 
mm (30 in.) above the water level at the floating pier or boat landing stage and a minimum of 305 mm (12 
in.) above the level of the deck. 
 
555.3(8) Areas Subject to Tidal Fluctuations 
Inland areas subject to tidal fluctuation, the electrical datum plane shall be a horizontal plane that is 606 
mm (2 ft) above the highest tide level for the area occurring under normal circumstances, based on the 
highest high tide. 
 
555.3(C) Areas Not Subject to Tidal Fluctuations 
In land areas not subject to tidal fluctuation, the electrical datum plane shall be a horizontal plane that is 606 
mm (2 ft) above the highest water level for the area occurring under normal circumstances. 
 
555.4 Location of Service Equipment 
The service equipment for a floating building, dock, or marina shall be located on land no closer than 1.5 m 
(5 ft) horizontally from and adjacent to the structure served but not on or in the structure itself or any other 
floating structure. Service equipment shall be elevated a minimum of 300 mm (12 in.) above the electrical 
datum plane. 
  
555.5 Maximum Voltage 
Pier power distribution systems shall not exceed 250 volts phase to phase. Pier power distribution systems 
where qualified personnel service the equipment under engineering supervision1 shall be permitted to 
exceed 250 volts, but these systems shall not exceed 600 volts. 
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Pls [2] NFPA 70. 555.5. 2026 Proposal FR-8370 

 
555.5 Maximum Voltage – AC Only. 
 
Pier power distribution systems shall not exceed 250 600 volts phase to phase. Pier power distribution 
systems, where qualified personnel service the equipment under engineering supervision, shall be 
permitted to exceed 250 volts but these systems shall not exceed 600 volts. 
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NFPA 70. 555.9, 2026 Proposal FR-8382 

 
555.9 Engineered Design. 
 
Documentation of the engineered electrical design of the pier distribution system shall be provided upon 
request of the AHJ.  
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That language in 555.5 came over from NFPE 303 in effort to harmonize NFPA codes. The 303 standard 
covers the operation and repair/maintenance of a marina. However, the NEC's scope generally covers 
the installation of the electrical systems. I never liked the wording of 555.5 because it caused confusion 
of the function of an engineer. The intent of 
555.5 was to have engineering oversite when the voltage class was over 250V to ground. The believe at 
the time was that higher voltages in marinas caused more hazard and the need for engineering oversite 
was greater. However, I have learned (and the data shows) that most ESD's occur at voltages of 120V to 
ground. 
 
The intent was to have the engineer involved with the design of the electrical systems on the front-end, 
but because of the NFPA 303 language had the word "service", it slipped into the NEC. (FYl...this was 
before I was on the Code Making Panel.) 
 
In effort to correct the confusion and help mitigate the ESD hazard, the next edition will have the 
following language: 
 
555.5 
Pier power distribution systems shall not exceed 600 volts phase to phase.  
This removes the engineering language entirely from 555.5. 
 
To clear up the engineering confusion about servicing equipment, we added a new section 555.9 which 
states the following: 
555.9 Engineered Design. 
Documentation of the engineered electrical design of the pier distribution system shall be provided upon 
request of the AHJ. 
 
The requirement for engineering is regardless of the voltage class of the marina's distribution system. 
At least 555.9 keeps the engineer out of the requirement of servicing the equipment and puts the 
engineering requirement back in the oversite of the front-end design and installation. This is more 
consistent with the scope of the NEC of an installation manual and not a "service" manual. 
 
In my opinion, it will be difficult to get an engineering involved at the end of the project because he did 
not have any oversite in the design and installation of the electrical systems. The GFPE systems will be 
the most challenging. The GFPE installation can be code compliant, but many times do not function well 
enough to be practical in the real world. I'm being called to fix many GFPE systems following another 
engineer's design. 
 
We are meeting over the next three weeks for Task Group meetings to review the 2nd Revision of next 
edition of the NEC. Also, we will be meeting in LA in October to finalize the 2026 Edition. I can review in 
more detail when I visit with you in December. 
 
Not sure this helps with the specific questions the inspector has, but at least it gives you some direction 
of where we are headed for the next edition. 
 
 
 
Best Regards, 
 
Gary D. Loftis, PE 
 
Maffett Loftis Engineering, LLC. 
W: (931) 526-5143 
C: (931) 544-3762 
www.maffett-loftis.com 
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DATE:  January 9, 2025 
TO:  All Building Officials and Chief Electrical Inspectors 
FROM:  Dr. Ana Barbosa, Administrative Director 
SUBJECT: Modification of NFPA 70, 2020, Section 555.5 and 555.9, Marina Voltages 
 
 
At its regularly scheduled meeting on January 9, 2025, the Broward County Board of Rules and 
Appeals approved Formal Interpretation #35 regarding the allowable supply voltage at docks. 
 
The 2017 National Electrical Code (NEC) permitted pier (dock) power voltages up to 1000. This 
section was changed and became unintendedly more restrictive in the 2020 edition of the NEC. The 
2020 NEC specifies that the voltage for dock power is up to 250 volts with no restrictions and that 
the voltage provided for dock power from 250 to 600 be installed under the supervision of an 
engineer.  
 
Formal Interpretation: 
 

• NFPA 70, 2026, Section 555.5. Maximum Voltage-Alternating Current Only. Pier 
power distribution systems shall not exceed 600 Volts phase to phase.  
 

• NFPA 70, 2026, Section 555.9. Engineering Design. Documentation of the engineered 
design of the pier distribution system shall be provided upon request of the Authority 
Having Jurisdiction.  

 
Please replace the above sections 555.5 and 555.9 in the 2020 and 2023 NEC. 
 
 
EFFECTIVE DATE: January 9, 2025 
 
 

*** PLEASE POST AT YOUR PERMIT COUNTER *** 
 
 

Page 1 of 1 F.I. #35 

8

mailto:rulesboard@broward.org
http://www.broward.org/CodeAppeals


 
 
 
 

Item 5 
  



Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals 
1 N. University Drive Suite, 3500B, Plantation, FL 33324 
broward.org/CodeAppeals │ 954-765-4500 │ rulesboard@broward.org 

TO: Members of the Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals 

FROM:  Administrative Director 

DATE: January 9, 2025 

RE: Administrative Director Annual Leadership Performance Review 

Recommendation 
I respectfully request that the Board of Rules and Appeals review and approve, by vote, a 3% merit increase 
for my Annual Leadership Review. 

Reasons 
During the FY25 budget approval process, the Board of County Commissioners approved a 3% base salary 
increase for eligible unrepresented employees, who on their most recent annual Leadership Performance 
Review received a rating of “meets overall expectations” or “exceeds overall expectations”, Additionally, a 
$2,600 increase in base pay was approved for these employees. BORA’s FY 25 budget included a 1-3% merit-
based increase depending on performance, along with a 4% cost of living increase. 

Based on my attached Leadership Performance Review, I am confident that the Board will recognize my 
commitment to effective and efficient management, which aligns with the criteria outlined for a merit 
increase. As the FY25 budgeted a 1-3% increase for the Board of Rules and Appeals staff, I believe a 3% 
increase is both reasonable and well-supported by my performance. 

Additional Information 
• Attached: Annual Leadership Performance Review.

Respectfully Submitted, 

Dr. Ana C. Barbosa 
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Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals 
1 N. University Drive Suite, 3500B, Plantation, FL 33324 
broward.org/CodeAppeals │ 954-765-4500 │ rulesboard@broward.org 

TO: Members of the Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals 

FROM:  Administrative Director 

DATE: January 9, 2025 

RE: 2025 Board Nominations and Elections of Officers 

As a tradition, the Board of Rules and Appeals elects its officers for the new year. As a reminder, both positions 
must come from the voting members. The current voting members are as follows: 

• Gregg D'Attile – Current Chair
• Ron Burr – Vice Chair
• Stephen Bailey, P.E.
• Peter Deveaugh
• John Famularo
• Shalanda Giles Nelson
• R. Art Kamm, P.E.

• Daniel Lavrich, P.E.
• Sergio Pellecer
• Daniel Rourke
• Dennis A. Ulmer
• Lynn E. Wolfson
• Abbas H. Zackria, CSI

Dr. Ana C. Barbosa 

1

An alternate member of the Board who is seated for the meeting may vote but may not be a candidate for these 
positions. The effective date and time for the newly elected Chair and Vice Chair to assume office will be at the 
session's close. Attached is a record of Board Chairs.  

Respectfully Submitted, 

https://www.broward.org/codeappeals/Pages/Default.aspx
mailto:rulesboard@broward.org


  
Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals 
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Norman Bray   1987 
John Somers   1988 
Steven Feller, P.E.   1989 
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Dan Lavrich, P.E., S.I.,SECB,F.ASCE, F.SEI  2020 
Dan Lavrich, P.E., S.I.,SECB,F.ASCE, F.SEI  2021 
Dan Lavrich, P.E., S.I.,SECB,F.ASCE, F.SEI  2022 
Dan Lavrich, P.E., S.I.,SECB,F.ASCE, F.SEI  2023 
Gregg D’Attile  2024 
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