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Broward County Board of Rules & Appeals Meeting Agenda 
 

July 9, 2020 
Time:  7:00 P.M.  

 
Due to COVID-19, this meeting will be held virtually via ZOOM – To Join the Zoom Meeting: 
https://zoom.us/j/93488504785?pwd=ejduSVZVQytZcEw3YWZxQjh2SEtWZz09 
Meeting ID: 934 8850 4785 
Password: 693297   
Dial by your location 
        +1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown) 
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 

  
Call Meeting to Order 
 
Roll Call                                                                                                                            
Approval of Minutes – March 12, 2020 
 
 CONSENT AGENDA  
 
1. Certifications - Staff Recommended. 
 
 TOWN OF DAVIE 
 INSERRA, ASHLEY, FIRE PLANS EXAMINER 
CITY OF HALLANDALE BEACH 
 FARIS, JOSEPH A., JR., CHIEF ELECTRICAL INSPECTOR 
CITY OF HOLLYWOOD 
 GARCIA, CHRISTOPHER, FIRE INSPECTOR 
 REYES, SHENEIVIA, FIRE INSPECTOR 
CITY OF LAUDERHILL 
 SHAH, SYED ASIF, STRUCTURAL INSPECTOR – LIMITED – BUILDING (TEMPORARY 120-DAY) 
CITY OF MIRAMAR 
 BRICENO, JULIO A., CHIEF MECHANICAL INSPECTOR 
CITY OF NORTH LAUDERDALE 
 MEDICHINI, CRISTOFORO LUCIUS, ELECTRICAL INSPECTOR (PROVISIONAL) 
CITY OF PARKLAND 
 CORRALES, ALEJANDRO D., STRUCTURAL INSPECTOR (TEMPORARY 120-DAY) 
 WILLSON, TONY WAYNE, STRUCTURAL PLANS EXAMINER - LIMITED (PROVISIONAL) 
CITY OF PEMBROKE PARK 
 CORCUERA, GONZALO, CHIEF MECHANICAL INSPECTOR 
CITY OF PEMBROKE PINES 
 EVIA, ADOLFO L., JR., STRUCTURAL INSPECTOR (PROVISIONAL) 
 BOSTWICK, ALBERT, JR., CHIEF ELECTRICAL INSPECTOR 
 MILLER, JASON G., FIRE INSPECTOR 
CITY OF POMPANO BEACH 
 JASIURKOWSKI, GREGORY, STRUCTURAL INSPECTOR (PROVISIONAL) 

https://zoom.us/j/93488504785?pwd=ejduSVZVQytZcEw3YWZxQjh2SEtWZz09
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COUNTYWIDE 
 ALBORES, ALEXANDER, STRUCTURAL INSPECTOR 
 ALMAS, MARCELO DESOUSA, STRUCTURAL PLANS EXAMINER 
 BRODOWSKY, DAVID, STRUCTURAL PLANS EXAMINER 
 HERRERA, RONNIE, ELECTRICAL INSPECTOR 
 HILTON, ADAM, PLUMBING PLANS EXAMINER  
  
HORVATH, MARIA, STRUCTURAL PLANS EXAMINER 
 KOSTICK, JOSEPH J., MECHANICAL INSPECTOR  
 MANSOR, SIMO, PLUMBING INSPECTOR 
 MORIN, DAVID F., STRUCTURAL PLANS EXAMINER 
 PINO, MIGUEL, PLUMBING INSPECTOR 
 PINO, MIGUEL, PLUMBING PLANS EXAMINER 
 PRICE, EVERETT DAVID, III, ELECTRICAL INSPECTOR 
 REMEK, ROGER VAN, JR., STRUCTURAL PLANS EXAMINER 
 ROBINSON, JOSEPH C., III, STRUCTURAL INSPECTOR 
 SIM, VICTORIA P., STRUCTURAL INSPECTOR 
 SIM, VICTORIA P., STRUCTURAL PLANS EXAMINER 
  

1.a. Mr. Dean Decker, City of Hollywood Building Official request that Ms. Giselle Hipolito be  
      certified as a Structural Inspector. 

a. Staff Report 
b. Request of Dean Decker 
c. Board Action 

 
 REGULAR AGENDA 
 
2. Appeal 20-02 – 4250 NW 5th St., Plantation  

a. Staff Report 
b. Appellant Request 
c. City Response 
d. Board Action 

 
3. Code Amendment for 1st Reading  

“The Board will consider adopting amendments to the Florida Building Code, 6th Edition, 2017, 
Chapter I Section 109.3.1” 

a. Request of Board Member D`Attile 
b. Board Action 

 
4. Request of Mr. Noel A. Zamora for an extension of time with respect to the Board of Rules and 

Appeals Policy 18-02 relating to closing out of open and ongoing projects. 
a. Staff Report 
b. Board Action  

 
5. Request of Mr. Manuel Barrera for an extension of time with respect to the Board of Rules and 

Appeals Policy 18-02 relating to closing out of open and ongoing projects.  
a. Staff Report 
b. Board Action  

 
6. Request of Mr. James Hollingsworth for an extension of time with respect to the Board of Rules 

and Appeals Policy 18-02 relating to closing out of open and ongoing projects.  
a. Staff Report 
b. Board Action  

 
7. FBC 2020 7th Edition Formal Interpretations (Effective December 31, 2020) 

a. Staff Report 
b. Board Action  
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c. Public Comment 
d. Board Action 

 
8. Agreement between Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals and Charles M. Kramer, 

Esquire for legal services. (Effective July 1, 2020)  
a. Attorney’s Request 
b. Staff Reports 
c. Board Action  

 
 

9. Requested ratification of the Administrative Director’s recommended appointment for the Chief 
Energy Code Compliance Officer position. 

a. Recommendation of the Administrative Director 
b. If desired, motion approving of appointment 

 
10. 2021 Fiscal Year Budget (October 1, 2020 – September 30, 2021) 

a. Recommendation of the Administrative Director 
b. Board Discussion 
b. Public Comment 
c. Board Action 

 
11. Calculation and structural plan review summary by Johnson Structural Group report, May 2020. 

a. Written Report  
b. Board Discussion  

 
12. Amendment to  Board of Rules and Appeal Policy 15-02 entitled “Delegation by Board of Rules 

and Appeals to the Administrative Director of the Board’s Authority to obtain Goods and Services 
up to and including $9,500 (Nine Thousand Five Hundred dollars) per year per vendor for the 
purpose of funding of duties as contemplated under the Florida Building Code, Special Act 71-
575, and Broward County Code 9.02, and to assist carrying out those duties as reasonable and 
as legislatively contemplated.” The policy allows for the inclusion of the Building Officials and 
Inspectors Educational Association (BOIEA) doing business as the Code Officials Educational 
Association (COEA) and the Fire Inspectors Association of Broward County (FIABC) to use funds 
for the payment of instructors. These payments will be made directly to the instructors and not 
the organizations mentioned above. 

a. Recommendation of the Administrative Director   
b. If desired, motion to approve amendments 

 
13. Director’s Report 

 
14. Attorney’s Report 

 
15. Committee Report 

 
16. General Board Members Discussion 

 
17. Public Comment (3-minute limit per person) and written communications 

 
18. Adjournment     
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
 
If a person desires to appeal any decision with respect to any matter considered at this meeting, such person 
will need record of the proceedings and, for this reason, such person may need to ensure that a verbatim 
record of the proceeding is made, which includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to 
be based (Sec. 286. 0105.FS). (Members: If you cannot attend the meeting, please contact Mr. DiPietro @ 
(954) 931-2393, between 6:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m.) 



   
 

BROWARD COUNTY BOARD OF RULES & APPEALS 
MARCH 12, 2020  

MEETING MINUTES  

Call to Order 
Chairman Daniel Lavrich called a published meeting of the Broward County Board of 
Rules and Appeals to order at 7:00 p.m.  The meeting was held in Room 422 of the 
Broward County Governmental Center East, 115 S. Andrews Avenue, Fort Lauderdale, 
Florida.   

Present: 

Daniel Lavrich, Chair 
Ron Burr 
Gregg D’Attile 
John Famularo 
Jeff Falkanger 
Shalanda Giles-Nelson (arrived at Item 2) 
David Rice 
Daniel Rourke 
Robert Taylor 
Dennis Ulmer 
 
Approval of Minutes – February 13, 2020 
 
A motion was made by Mr. D’Attile and seconded by Mr. Taylor to approve the minutes 
as submitted.  The motion carried by unanimous vote of 9-0. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 

1. Certifications – Staff Recommended 
 

UNINCORPORATED BROWARD COUNTY 
 CHIWARA, ANDREW, STRUCTURAL PLANS EXAMINER (PROVISIONAL EXPIRES JUN 17, 
2020) 
TOWN OF DAVIE 
 MAXFIELD, CHARLES, CHIEF ELECTRICAL INSPECTOR 
CITY OF HOLLYWOOD 

BCURRY
Draft
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MARTINEZ, MICHAEL, FIRE INSPECTOR 
TOWN OF LAUDERDALE-BY-THE-SEA 

ADACH, EDWARD E., BUILDING OFFICIAL 
VILLAGE OF LAZY LAKE 

ATTAH, ADAM, BUILDING OFFICIAL 
CITY OF MIRAMAR 

DALEY, ANTOINE, FIRE INSPECTOR 
SCHLEICHER, CHARLES, FIRE INSPECTOR 

CITY OF PEMBROKE PINES 
COVENEY, BRIAN, FIRE INSPECTOR 

COUNTYWIDE 
GARCIA, ERIC, MECHANICAL INSPECTOR 
PICOTTE, ARTHUR J., JR., STRUCTURAL PLANS EXAMINER – LIMITED 
REICHENBACH, RICHARD, ELECTRICAL PLANS EXAMINER 
THOMAS, JAMES, STRUCTURAL INSPECTOR 
VEGA, MANUEL A., STRUCTURAL INSPECTOR 
VEGA, MANUEL A., STRUCTURAL PLANS EXAMINER 
WANSOR, DOUGLAS, ELECTRICAL PLANS EXAMINER 

A motion was made by Mr. Rice and seconded by Mr. Falkanger to approve 
all submitted certifications.  The motion carried by unanimous vote of 9-0. 

2. Request to approve the two-way communication enhancement services
(RCES) Guidelines

a. Recommendation of the Committee to Address Uniform Procedures for
Installation of Bi-Directional Amplifiers (BDA)

Mr. Rice explained this is essentially about enabling first responders to talk to each 
other inside of a building.  He reviewed information in a PowerPoint slide document that 
is attached to these minutes.     

b. Public Comment - none

c. Board Action

In response to Mr. Burr, it was noted that training is the next step.  

A motion was made by Mr. D’Attile and seconded by Ms. Giles-Nelson to approve the 
guidelines as presented.  The motion passed by unanimous vote of 10-0. 
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3. Request of Mr. Michael McCarty for an extension of time with respect to
the Board of Rules and Appeals Policy 18-02 relating to closing out of
open and ongoing projects

a. Staff Report

Mr. James DiPietro, Administrative Director, explained that Mr. McCarty is a design 
professional who has become an inspector.  He has 180 days to close out existing jobs.  

Ms. Giles-Nelson abstained from discussion and voting on this item.   

Mr. Michael McCarty was sworn in.   

Mr. McCarty explained that there have been delays in delivery of materials.   

In response to Chairman Lavrich, Mr. McCarty indicated although the backup material 
provided to the Board indicates 30 outstanding permits, five have since been closed.   He 
requested an additional three months (90 days from today’s date).  Mr. McCarty confirmed 
that these permits are all windows and doors.  In response to Mr. Burr, Mr. McCarty 
advised that for the open permits in the Fort Lauderdale jurisdiction his supervisor is 
aware of them and it is understood he would not be involved in any associated 
inspections.    

b. Board Action

A motion was made by Mr. Falkanger and seconded by Mr. Burr to grant a 90-day 
extension from March 12, 2020.  The motion passed by a vote of 9-0.  Ms. Giles-Nelson 
abstained.  She filed a Memorandum of Voting Conflict that is attached to these 
minutes. * 

4. Pay Adjustment for Don Perdue for Administrating the BORA Fire
Examination per Code Section F-103.5.3.2

a. Staff Report

Mr. Bryan Parks, Chief Fire Code Compliance Officer, highlighted historical information 
in the staff report, noting that since 2015 the Board has hired Don Perdue to administer 
fire exams as required by the code.  Because of the increased number of individuals 
seeking to become inspectors, five exam dates are offered annually over and above the 
two per year required by code.  An increase in Mr. Perdue’s fee from $45 to $60 is 
requested because staff would like Mr. Perdue to assume more duties.  Previously  
electronic devices were allowed however abuses have been discovered.  As such 
books will now be handed out at the test location.  He enumerated everything being 
asked of Mr. Perdue in order to implement this change.   
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b. Board Action 
 
Mr. D’Attile made a motion and Mr. Famularo seconded the motion to approve the pay 
adjustment as presented.  The motion passed by unanimous vote of 10-0.  
 

5. Board of Rules and Appeals’ Policy 07-01 authorizing testing payment 
for the first attempt of an individual taking the BORA Fire Examination 
per Code Section F-103.5.3.2 

 
a. Staff Report 

 
Mr. James DiPietro, Administrative Director, noted for the high velocity hurricane zone 
examination the Board has approved of the Board paying for the first-time attempt by an 
applicant.   This item is to request that the Board authorize the same for the fire 
examination.    In response to Mr. D’Attile, Mr. Parks and Mr. DiPietro noted 2019 
experience shows a cost of $2,400 or about forty examinations.  Mr. DiPietro noted the 
effective date proposed is April 1st.   
 

a. Board Action 
 

A motion was made by Ms. Giles-Nelson and seconded by Mr. D’Attile to approve the 
Board policy as presented.  The motion passed by unanimous vote of 10-0.  
 

6. Director’s Report – none 
 
7. Attorney’s Report 

 
Community Residential Homes – Sunrise Community, Inc. 
Mr. Charles Kramer, Board Attorney, summarized a legal opinion he has issued on this 
topic.  He noted the definition of community residential homes according to Florida 
Statute 419.  They are not assisted living facilities.  The Fire Code F-124 amendment 
would require an emergency standby generator that would provide lighting in the event 
of a fire and air conditioning in the event of a hurricane for example.  Sunrise 
Community, Inc. has some twenty-five homes in Florida.  They are objecting to 
providing a generator in each of them.  He has garnered support of Goren Cherof 
Doody & Ezrol who are city attorneys in eleven municipalities.  Sunrise Community is 
claiming because the siting provision provides such facilities be treated as a single-
family residential unit this becomes discrimination against the handicapped by forcing 
them to provide emergency generators.   
 
Mr. Kramer anticipated more community residential home businesses coming forward to 
object.   
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8. Committee Reports  - none 
 

9. General Board Member Discussion  
 
Energy Committee 
 
Mr. Rice noted that the Board is in the process of hiring an energy code compliance 
officer.  He felt the Board should consider creating an energy committee that would 
provide some direction to the new position.  Chairman Lavrich suggested Mr. Rice work 
with staff and come back to the Board with a recommendation.   
 
Newsletter 
 
Mr. Burr complimented staff on the quality of the newsletter.   

 
10. Public Comment (3-minute limit per person) and written 

communications - none 
 

11. Adjournment. 
 
Having no further business to go before the Board, the meeting adjourned at 7:41 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Daniel Lavrich, P.E. - Chair 
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Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals 

Stronger Codes Mean Safer Buildings 

JULY 9, 2020 BOARD MEETING 
CERTIFICATIONS     

TOWN OF DAVIE 
INSERRA, ASHLEY, FIRE PLANS EXAMINER  

CITY OF HALLANDALE BEACH 
FARIS, JOSEPH A., JR., CHIEF ELECTRICAL INSPECTOR  

CITY OF HOLLYWOOD 
GARCIA, CHRISTOPHER, FIRE INSPECTOR  
REYES, SHENEIVIA, FIRE INSPECTOR 

CITY OF LAUDERHILL 
SHAH, SYED ASIF, STRUCTURAL INSPECTOR – LIMITED – BUILDING (TEMPORARY 120-DAY)  

CITY OF MIRAMAR 
BRICENO, JULIO A., CHIEF MECHANICAL INSPECTOR  

CITY OF NORTH LAUDERDALE 
MEDICHINI, CRISTOFORO LUCIUS, ELECTRICAL INSPECTOR (PROVISIONAL) 

CITY OF PARKLAND 
CORRALES, ALEJANDRO D., STRUCTURAL INSPECTOR (TEMPORARY 120-DAY)  
WILLSON, TONY WAYNE, STRUCTURAL PLANS EXAMINER - LIMITED (PROVISIONAL)  

CITY OF PEMBROKE PARK 
CORCUERA, GONZALO, CHIEF MECHANICAL INSPECTOR  

CITY OF PEMBROKE PINES 
EVIA, ADOLFO L., JR., STRUCTURAL INSPECTOR (PROVISIONAL)  
BOSTWICK, ALBERT, JR., CHIEF ELECTRICAL INSPECTOR  
MILLER, JASON G., FIRE INSPECTOR  

CITY OF POMPANO BEACH 
JASIURKOWSKI, GREGORY, STRUCTURAL INSPECTOR (PROVISIONAL)  

COUNTYWIDE 
ALBORES, ALEXANDER, STRUCTURAL INSPECTOR 
ALMAS, MARCELO DESOUSA, STRUCTURAL PLANS EXAMINER 96 
BRODOWSKY, DAVID, STRUCTURAL PLANS EXAMINER  
HERRERA, RONNIE, ELECTRICAL INSPECTOR 
HILTON, ADAM, PLUMBING PLANS EXAMINER  
HORVATH, MARIA, STRUCTURAL PLANS EXAMINER  
KOSTICK, JOSEPH J., MECHANICAL INSPECTOR   
MANSOR, SIMO, PLUMBING INSPECTOR  
MORIN, DAVID F., STRUCTURAL PLANS EXAMINER 
PINO, MIGUEL, PLUMBING INSPECTOR 
PINO, MIGUEL, PLUMBING PLANS EXAMINER  
PRICE, EVERETT DAVID, III, ELECTRICAL INSPECTOR  
REMEK, ROGER VAN, JR., STRUCTURAL PLANS EXAMINER  
ROBINSON, JOSEPH C., III, STRUCTURAL INSPECTOR 
SIM, VICTORIA P., STRUCTURAL INSPECTOR  
SIM, VICTORIA P., STRUCTURAL PLANS EXAMINER 
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BROWARD COUNTY 
BOARD OF RULES AND APPEALS 

2020 Voting Members 
Chair  
Mr. Daniel Lavrich, 
P.E.,S.I.,SECB,F.ASCE, F.SEI
Structural Engineer 
Vice-Chair 
Mr. Stephen E. Bailey, P.E.
Electrical Engineer 
Mr. John Famularo, 
Roofing Contractor 
Mrs. Shalanda Giles Nelson, 
General Contractor 
Mr. Daniel Rourke
Master Plumber
Mr. Gregg D’Attile,
Mechanical Contractor 
Mr. Ron Burr
Swimming Pool Contractor 
Mr. John Sims, 
Master Electrician
Mr. Dennis A. Ulmer
Consumer Advocate 
Mr. Abbas H. Zackria, CSI
Architect
Mr. Robert A. Kamm, P.E.
Mechanical Engineer
Vacant
Representative Disabled Community 
Mr. Sergio Pellecer 
Fire Service Professional 

2020 Alternate Board Members 
Mr. Jeff Falkanger 
Architect 
Mr. Steven Feller, P.E.  
Mechanical Engineer 
Mr. Alberto Fernandez,  
General Contractor 
Mr. Robert Taylor 
Fire Service 
Mr. Gary Elzweig, P.E., F.ASCE 
Structural Engineer 
Mr. David Rice, P.E.  
Electrical Engineer 
Mr. James Terry, 
Master Plumber  
Mr. David Tringo,  
Master Electrician 
Mr. William Flett,  
Roofing Contractor 

Board Attorney 
Charles M. Kramer, Esq. 

Board Administrative Director 
James DiPietro 

— — 

ONE NORTH UNIVERSITY DRIVE 
SUITE 3500-B 

PLANTATION, FLORIDA 33324 

PHONE: 954-765-4500 
FAX: 954-765-4504 

www.

June 22, 2020 Via email, certified mail & hand delivery 

Mr. Adnan Ezzeddine 
Building Official 
City of Plantation Building Department 
401 NW 70 Terrace 
Plantation, FL 33317

Re: Appeal #20-02 
4250 NW 5th Street 

Dear Mr. Ezzeddine: 

The above referenced appeal was received and filed in this office on June11, 2020 and 
will be reviewed by the Board of Rules and Appeals’ staff. 

The Board of Rules and Appeals will hear the appeal at the July 9, 2020 Board meeting 
at 7:00 p.m. Due to the Covid-19 situation this meeting might be done remotely via Zoom 
instead of the usual location in Room 422 of the Broward County Governmental Center, 
115 South Andrews Avenue, Fort Lauderdale, Florida.  We will keep you informed, and 
you will receive all necessary information in case of a virtual meeting. If the appeal is 
withdrawn, we will notify you. 

Please submit any additional information you may desire for the appeal by 3:00 p.m. on 
Monday, June 29th, 2020.  We will mail a full set of the agenda packet to both parties in 
advance of the hearing date. 

Sincerely, 

James DiPietro 
Administrative Director 

Attachment: 18 pages 

Cc: The Honorable Lynn Stoner, Mayor – Certified Mail       
Donald J. Lunny, City Attorney – Certified Mail  
Charles M. Kramer, Board Attorney 
Kenneth Castronovo, BORA Chief Electrical Code Compliance Officer 
Bryan Parks, BORA Fire Chief code Compliance Office  
Neil Sutton, Appellant 

 G:\SHARED\Appeals\2020\Appeal 20-02\AppealNoticeLttr.docx 
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BORA Staff Response
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BROWARD COUNTY  

BOARD OF RULES AND APPEALS 

2020 Voting Members 
Chair  
Mr. Daniel Lavrich, 
P.E.,S.I.,SECB,F.ASCE, F.SEI 
Structural Engineer 
Vice-Chair 
Mr. Stephen E. Bailey, P.E. 
Electrical Engineer 
Mr. John Famularo,  
Roofing Contractor  
Mrs. Shalanda Giles Nelson, 
General Contractor 
Mr. Daniel Rourke 
Master Plumber 
Mr. Gregg D’Attile, 
Mechanical Contractor 
Mr. Ron Burr 
Swimming Pool Contractor 
Mr. John Sims,  
Master Electrician 
Mr. Dennis A. Ulmer 
Consumer Advocate 
Mr. Abbas H. Zackria, CSI 
Architect 
Mr. Robert A. Kamm, P.E. 
Mechanical Engineer 
Vacant 
Representative Disabled Community 
Mr. Sergio Pellecer 
Fire Service Professional 
 
2020 Alternate Board Members 
Mr. Jeff Falkanger 
Architect 
Mr. Steven Feller, P.E.  
Mechanical Engineer 
Mr. Alberto Fernandez,  
General Contractor 
Mr. Robert Taylor 
Fire Service 
Mr. Gary Elzweig, P.E., F.ASCE 
Structural Engineer 
Mr. David Rice, P.E.  
Electrical Engineer 
Mr. James Terry, 
Master Plumber  
Mr. David Tringo,  
Master Electrician 
Mr. William Flett,  
Roofing Contractor 
 
Board Attorney 
Charles M. Kramer, Esq. 
 
Board Administrative Director 
James DiPietro 
 

 

— — 

ONE NORTH UNIVERSITY DRIVE 

SUITE 3500-B 

PLANTATION, FLORIDA 33324 
 

PHONE: 954-765-4500 

FAX: 954-765-4504 

www.

Date: July 9, 2020 
 
To: Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals 
 
From: Kenneth Castronovo. Chief Electrical Code Compliance Officer 
 
Subj.: Appeal #20-02: Neil Sutton vs. City of Plantation 
 
 
Code Requirements 
 
This appeal question is about the dual source fuel requirement of NEC 701.12(B)(3), which requires 
a reliable second fuel source type when an emergency generator is used in a health care facility. The 
generator in question, according to the City of Plantation is designed as a Level One Type 10 
generator which is required in the Florida Building Code Article 450. The location of the generator 
is not in question and all other installation requirements are not in question. There is an exception 
to 701.12(B)(3) that allows the Building Official to use an available utility, or other fuel source, as 
the required second source of fuel if the Building Official believes that the second fuel source is 
reliable in an emergency. 
 

Exception, NEC 701.12(B)(3): Where acceptable to the authority having jurisdiction, the use of 

other than on-site fuels shall be permitted where there is a low probability of a simultaneous failure 

of both the off-site fuel delivery system and power from the outside electrical utility company. 

 

Appeal 
 
The appellant has submitted plans to install an emergency generator at the property address listed 
on the appeal. The plans are designed using the second source of power by using the available 
underground natural gas utility found along the property utility easement. The Building Official has 
rejected this design and is not allowing the exception of the code to be used because he believes that 
the use of the gas utility is not reliable fuel source. The Building Official requested TECO Gas to 
furnish a letter stating that their utility is a reliable source, TECO Gas declined the Building Official 
this request. The Building Official cannot justify the natural gas supply at the property is a “reliable 
source”. The appellant believes otherwise and has asked BORA to listen to their argument and be 
allowed to use the available Natural Gas at their site for their second source of fuel. 
 
Staff Opinion 
 
Staff believes that the code article and section in question is specific, and the exception to this 
section if used, is the Building Officials right to decide with justification if this exception will fulfil 
the intent of the code. In this case the appellant should have conferred with the Building Official 
before the plans were designed and submitted and asked if the exception would be considered. All 
other information furnished by appellant is not in question or relevant to the code section that is 
referred to in this appeal.  
 
Respectfully, 
 

 
Kenneth Castronovo, 
Chief Electrical Code Compliance Officer 
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Florida Building Code Article 450 

450.4.2.9.1 
In addition to the requirements of NFPA 99 Health Care Facilities Code and NFPA 
70 National Electrical Code, the on-site Level 1 emergency electrical power supply 
system shall provide electrical power to the occupied patient area(s) and patient support 
area(s) for the following additional equipment: 
450.4.2.9.1.1 
Ice-making equipment to produce ice or freezer storage equipment for the storage of ice. 
450.4.2.9.1.2 
If required by the emergency food plan, refrigerator unit(s) food service equipment, range hood 
exhaust fans and selected lighting within the kitchen and dry storage areas. 
450.4.2.9.1.3 
At a minimum, there shall be one clothes washer and one clothes dryer for laundry service. 
450.4.2.9.1.4 
Selected heating or air conditioning systems as determined by the facility, and ventilation 
systems as required by this code. 
 

 

450.4.2.9.6 
A new facility shall be equipped with either a permanent on-site optional stand-by 
generator to operate at least the nonessential loads of the electrical system or the entire 
normal branch of the electrical system, or there shall be a permanently installed 
predesigned electrical service entry for the electrical system that will allow a quick 
connection to a temporary electrical generator to operate at least the nonessential loads 
of the electrical system or the entire normal branch of the electrical system. This quick 
connection shall be installed inside of a permanent metal enclosure rated for this 
purpose and may be located on the exterior of the building. 
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                              BROWARD COUNTY 

 Board of Rules & Appeals 
   1 North University Drive, Suite 3500B, Plantation, Florida 33324 

To: Members of the Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals 

From: Administrative Director 

Date: July 9, 2020 

Re: Code Amendment for 1st reading - “The Board will consider adopting 
amendments to the Florida Building Code, 6th edition, 2017, Chapter I 
Section 109.3.1”  

BACKGROUND 

The attached item is being placed in the agenda at the request of Board member 
Mr. Greg D’Attile. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

The effect of this amendment if adopted would be to change the code and prohibit 
the Building Official for requiring contracts to verify the cost of construction for a 
permit application, unless the contractor volunteer to submit his/her contracts. 

Also included in this agenda packet is a competing code amendment that would 
maintain the current option of the Building Official to require a contract to be 
submitted in specific situations. The effect would be to clarify the intent of the 
current code provision. 

Both proposals have been approved as to legal form. 

Respectfully submitted, 

James DiPietro 

G:\SHARED\2020 BR&A\BOARD AGENDA\7. Jul 9\Item 3 - CH 1 - Section 109.3\iTEM 3 MEMO.docx 
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THE FLORIDA BUILDING CODE BROWARD COUNTY AMENDMENTS 

Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals, Florida, The Florida Building Code Page 58 

Section 108  Temporary Structures and Uses 

108.1 General. The Building Official is authorized to issue a special building permit for the erection of 
temporary structures such as seats, canopies, tents and fences used in construction work or for 
temporary purposes such as viewing stands. Such permits shall be limited as to time of service, but shall 
not be permitted for more than one hundred eighty (180) days. The Building Official is authorized to grant 
extensions for demonstrated cause.  

108.2 Conformance. Temporary structures and uses shall conform to the fire safety, means of egress, 
accessibility, light, ventilation and sanitary requirements of this Code and FBC Building Section 3103, as 
necessary to ensure public health, safety and general welfare.  

108.3 Temporary power. The Building Official/Chief Electrical Inspector is authorized to give permission 
to temporarily supply and use power in part of an electric installation before such installation has been 
fully completed and the final certificate of completion has been issued. The part covered by the temporary 
certificate shall comply with the requirements specified for temporary lighting, heat or power in Chapter 27 
of FBC, Building.  

108.4 Termination of approval. The Building Official is authorized, for good cause, to terminate such 
permit for a temporary structure or use and to order the temporary structure or use to be discontinued. 

Section 109  Fees 

109.1 Payment of fees. A permit shall not be valid until the fees prescribed by law have been paid, nor 
shall an amendment to a permit be released until the additional fee, if any, has been paid.  

109.2 Schedule of Permit Fees. On all buildings, structures, electrical, plumbing, mechanical, and gas 
systems or alterations requiring a permit, a fee for each permit shall be paid as required in accordance 
with the schedule as established by the applicable governing authority.  

109.3 Building permit valuations. The applicant for a permit shall provide an estimated permit value at a 
time of application. Permit valuations, shall include total value of work, including materials and labor, for 
which the permit is being issued, such as electrical, gas, mechanical, plumbing equipment and permanent 
systems. If, in the opinion of the building official, the valuation is underestimated on the application, the 
permit shall be denied, unless the applicant can show detailed estimates to meet the approval of the 
Building Official. Final building permit valuation shall be set by the Building Official. 

109.3.1 The Building Official may require an estimate of the cost utilizing RSMeans, copies of signed 
contract and/or other descriptive data as a basis for determining the permit fee. 

109.3 Building permit valuations. The applicant for a permit shall provide an estimated permit value at 
the time of application. Permit valuations, shall include total value of work, including materials and labor, 
for which the permit is being issued, such as electrical, gas, mechanical, plumbing equipment and 
permanent systems. If, in the opinion of the Building Official, the valuation is underestimated on the 
application, the Building Official may estimate the cost utilizing RSMeans, or other cost estimating tool as 
a basis for determining the permit fee. Submission of a signed contract by an applicant is not required at 
any time however, a signed contract may be submitted by an applicant and the price reflected in the contract 
shall be determinative of the cost of the job for the purpose of permit fees.    

109.4 Work commencing before permit issuance. Any person who commences any work on a 
building, structure, electrical, gas, mechanical or plumbing system before obtaining the necessary permits 
or the Building Official's written approval, shall be subject to a penalty not to exceed one hundred (100) 
percent of the usual permit fee that shall be in addition to the required permit fees.  

109.5 Related fees. Reserved. 

Respectfully submitted by 
board member Greg D’Attile
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6/26/2020 12:15 PM 

Chapter 1, Broward amendments, 6th Edition Florida Building Code, 2017. 

Section 109 Fees 

109.1 Payment of fees. A permit shall not be valid until the fees prescribed by law have been paid, nor 

shall an amendment to a permit be released until the additional fee, if any, has been paid. 

109.2 Schedule of Permit Fees. On all buildings, structures, electrical, plumbing, mechanical, and gas 

systems or alterations requiring a permit, a fee for each permit shall be paid as required in accordance 

with the schedule as established by the applicable governing authority. 

109.3 Building permit valuations. The applicant for a permit shall provide an estimated permit value at 

a time of application. Permit valuations, shall include total value of work, including materials and labor, 

for which the permit is being issued, such as electrical, gas, mechanical, plumbing equipment and 

permanent systems. If, in the opinion of the building official, the valuation is underestimated on the 

application, the permit shall be denied, unless the applicant can show detailed estimates to meet the 

approval of the Building Official. Final building permit valuation shall be set by the Building Official. 

109.3.1 The Building Official may require an estimate of the cost utilizing RS Means, copies of signed 

contract and/or other descriptive data as a basis for determining the permit fee. In the event that the 

Building Official determines that the valuation is underestimated on the permit application, then the 

Building Official may require an estimate of the cost utilizing RS Means, a copy of a signed contract, 

and/or other descriptive data as a basis for determining the permit fee. The Building Official must have a 

reasonable basis for his or her determination that the valuation is underestimated. 

ALTERNATIVE VERSION OF 109.3.1 

DRAFT 
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BOARD OF RULES AND APPEALS 

 
 

FBC 7th EDITION (2020) 
FORMAL INTERPRETATION (#27) 

 

DATE:  July 9, 2020 
TO:  All Building Officials  
FROM:  James DiPietro, Administrative Director 
SUBJECT: Building Permit Valuations  
 
 
At its regularly scheduled meeting of July 9, 2020, the Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals 
approved an interpretation of the following sections of Chapter 1, “Broward County Amendments” 
to the 6th Edition (2017) Florida Building Code. 
 
109.3 Building permit valuations. The applicant for a permit shall provide an estimated permit 
value at a time of application. Permit valuations, shall include total value of work, including 
materials and labor, for which the permit is being issued, such as electrical, gas, mechanical, 
plumbing equipment and permanent systems. If, in the opinion of the building official, the valuation 
is underestimated on the application, the permit shall be denied, unless the applicant can show 
detailed estimates to meet the approval of the Building Official. Final building permit valuation 
shall be set by the Building Official.  
 
109.3.1 The Building Official may require an estimate of the cost utilizing RS Means, copies of 
signed contract and/or other descriptive data as a basis for determining the permit fee. 
 
 
Formal Interpretation: 
  
The Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals interprets Sections 109 .3 and 109.3.1 to state 
that the Building Official must first determine that a permit application is underestimated before 
the applicant can be required to provide a detailed validation of the valuation of the work to meet 
the approval of the Building Official. Therefore, the Building Official may not require permit 
applications to have an estimate or contract attached at the time of permit application submittal 
before the Building Official has determined that the valuation is underestimated. The Building 
Official must have a reasonable basis for his or her determination that the valuation is 
underestimated. 

 

 
 
 
EFFECTIVE DATE: July 10, 2020 
 
 
 
 

*** PLEASE POST AT YOUR PERMIT COUNTER *** 
 
 
 

Page 1 of 1 F.I. #27 
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109.3 Building permit valuations. The applicant for a
permit shall provide an estimated permit value at a time
of application. Permit valuations, shall include total
value of work, including materials and labor, for which
the permit is being issued, such as electrical, gas, mechanical, 
plumbing equipment and permanent systems. If, in the opinion 
of the building official, the valuation is underestimated on the 
application, the permit shall be denied, unless the applicant can 
show detailed estimates to meet the approval of the Building
Official. Final building permit valuation shall be set by
the Building Official.

109.3.1 The Building Official may require an estimate of the 
cost utilizing RSMeans, copies of signed
contract and/or other descriptive data as a basis for
determining the permit fee.

Excerpt from FBC , 6th edition 
Building Chapter I  
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BROWARD COUNTY 

BOARD OF RULES AND APPEALS 

To: 

From: 

Date: 

Re: 

Members of the Board of Rul_es and Appeals 

Michael Guerasio, Chief Structural Code Compliance Officer 

July 9th, 2020 

Request of Mr. Noel A. Zamora for an extension of time with 

respect to the Board of Rules and Appeals Policy 18-02 relating to 

closing out of open and ongoing projects.

Subject 

Mr. Noel Zamora from the City of Fort Lauderdale is requesting an additional 

six-month extension for his open permits due to delays because of COVID-19. 

Reason 

At the Boards February 13th, 2020 meeting, the Board had granted Mr. Noel 

Zamora from the City of Fort Lauderdale an extension for his two remaining 

open permits until August 12, 2020. Mr. Noel Zamora is now requesting an 

additional six-month extension on one of the remaining permits due to delays 

because of COVID-19 until February 12th, 2021. 

Permit number one has since been resolved and a new successor Engineer has 

been appointed: 

1. Miramar Public Safety Complex/ City of Miramar /Permit Number:

1803308

Permit number two has been delayed due to COVID-19 and Mr. Zamora is 

requesting a six-month extension on this one only: 

2. New House Development/ City of Hollywood/ Permit Number: B18-104187

Michael Guerasio, Chief Structural Code Compliance Officer 

1
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Original extension
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Guerasio, Michael

From: Guerasio, Michael
Sent: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 11:25 AM
To: 'Noel Zamora'
Cc: William Kraemer; Dipietro, James; John Travers; Guerasio, Michael
Subject: RE: Open Permits

Perfect, thank you very much.  

Please be aware that we are trying to place this on our upcoming July 9th, 2020 Board meeting agenda. Someone will be 
notifying you shortly with a status.   

Respectfully 
Michael Guerasio 
Chief Code Compliance Officer, Structural 
Board of Rules and Appeals 
1 N University Dr., Suite 3500B 
Plantation, Florida 33324 
954-765-4500 X 9886
broward.org/codeappeals

ST R O NG E R  CO D E S  ME A N SA FE R  BU I LD I NG S  
~ES T A B L I S HE D  1971~ 

Please consider the Environment before printing

From: Noel Zamora <NZamora@fortlauderdale.gov>  
Sent: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 11:21 AM 
To: Guerasio, Michael <MGUERASIO@broward.org> 
Cc: William Kraemer <WKraemer@fortlauderdale.gov>; Dipietro, James <JDIPIETRO@broward.org>; John Travers 
<JTravers@fortlauderdale.gov> 
Subject: RE: Open Permits 

External Email Warning:  This email originated from outside the Broward County email system. Do not
reply, click links, or open attachments unless you recognize the sender’s email address (not just the name) as 
legitimate and know the content is safe.  Report any suspicious emails to ETSSecurity@broward.org. 

That’s correct. 

Thank You 

Additional request
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2

Noel A. Zamora 
Structural Plans Examiner 
City of Fort Lauderdale | Building Services Division 
700 NW 19th Avenue | Fort Lauderdale FL 33311 
P: (954) 828-5536  E: nzamora@fortlauderdale.gov 

 
 

 
 

From: Guerasio, Michael <MGUERASIO@broward.org>  
Sent: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 11:19 AM 
To: Noel Zamora <NZamora@fortlauderdale.gov> 
Cc: William Kraemer <WKraemer@fortlauderdale.gov>; Dipietro, James <JDIPIETRO@broward.org>; Guerasio, Michael 
<MGUERASIO@broward.org>; John Travers <JTravers@fortlauderdale.gov> 
Subject: [‐EXTERNAL‐] RE: Open Permits 
 
Good morning Mr. Zamora 
 
Just so I’m clear, is it my understanding that you only have these two permits remaining and the one has been resolved 
with a successor Engineer (Miramar Public Safety Complex / City of Miramar /Permit Number: 1803308) and the second 
is the only one that you’re requesting a six‐month extension for (New House Development / City of Hollywood / Permit 
Number: B18‐104187)?  
 
Thank you 
 
Respectfully 
Michael Guerasio 
Chief Code Compliance Officer, Structural 
Board of Rules and Appeals 
1 N University Dr., Suite 3500B 
Plantation, Florida 33324 
954-765-4500 X 9886 
broward.org/codeappeals 
 

 
 
ST R O NG E R  CO D E S  ME A N SA FE R  BU I LD I NG S  
              ~ES T A B L I S HE D  1971~ 

Please consider the Environment before printing 
 

From: Noel Zamora <NZamora@fortlauderdale.gov>  
Sent: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 8:36 AM 
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To: Guerasio, Michael <MGUERASIO@broward.org>; John Travers <JTravers@fortlauderdale.gov> 
Cc: William Kraemer <WKraemer@fortlauderdale.gov>; Dipietro, James <JDIPIETRO@broward.org>; Joseph, Jonda 
<JONDAJOSEPH@broward.org> 
Subject: RE: Open Permits 
 

External Email Warning:  This email originated from outside the Broward County email system. Do not 
reply, click links, or open attachments unless you recognize the sender’s email address (not just the name) as 
legitimate and know the content is safe.  Report any suspicious emails to ETSSecurity@broward.org. 

Mr. Guerasio: Please see the status of open permits below and let me know if you have any questions.  
 

1. Miramar Public Safety Complex / City of Miramar /Permit Number: 1803308 
Status: New engineer of record has taken over the project and I’m no longer responsible for this project. 
 

2. New House Development / City of Hollywood / Permit Number: B18‐104187 
Status: Has been delayed because of COVID‐19 and I’m requesting a six month extension. 
  

Thank You 
 
Noel A. Zamora 
Structural Plans Examiner 
City of Fort Lauderdale | Building Services Division 
700 NW 19th Avenue | Fort Lauderdale FL 33311 
P: (954) 828-5536  E: nzamora@fortlauderdale.gov 

 
 

 
 

From: Guerasio, Michael <MGUERASIO@broward.org>  
Sent: Friday, June 19, 2020 3:17 PM 
To: John Travers <JTravers@fortlauderdale.gov> 
Cc: William Kraemer <WKraemer@fortlauderdale.gov>; Noel Zamora <NZamora@fortlauderdale.gov>; Dipietro, James 
<JDIPIETRO@broward.org>; Guerasio, Michael <MGUERASIO@broward.org>; Joseph, Jonda 
<JONDAJOSEPH@broward.org> 
Subject: [‐EXTERNAL‐] Open Permits 
 
Good afternoon Mr. Travers, hope all is well with you. 
 
Could you please provide me with an update on the closing of Mr. Zamora open permits, the Board had granted Mr. 
Zamora an extension at the Feb 13th Board meeting extending it to Aug 12th, 2020. If Mr. Zamora is going to need more 
time, he will need to request an additional extension to Mr. James DiPietro, Director of BORA at jdipietro@broward.org . 
  
Thank you 
 
Respectfully 
Michael Guerasio 
Chief Code Compliance Officer, Structural 
Board of Rules and Appeals 
1 N University Dr., Suite 3500B 
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Plantation, Florida 33324 
954-765-4500 X 9886 
broward.org/codeappeals 
 

 
 
ST R O NG E R  CO D E S  ME A N SA FE R  BU I LD I NG S  
              ~ES T A B L I S HE D  1971~ 

Please consider the Environment before printing 
 
 

 
Under Florida law, most e-mail messages to or from Broward County employees or officials are public 
records, available to any person upon request, absent an exemption. Therefore, any e-mail message 
to or from the County, inclusive of e-mail addresses contained therein, may be subject to public 
disclosure. 
 

 
Under Florida law, most e-mail messages to or from Broward County employees or officials are public 
records, available to any person upon request, absent an exemption. Therefore, any e-mail message 
to or from the County, inclusive of e-mail addresses contained therein, may be subject to public 
disclosure. 

9



 

 

 

 

 

 

Section 5 



STRON GER  COD ES MEAN  SAFER  BUI LD I NGS 
~ESTABLI SHED  1971~ 

c:\users\rosoto\documents\bora meeting agenda\7.9.2020\manuel barrera\staff report m. barrera 6.26.20.doc 

BROWARD COUNTY 

Board of Rules & Appeals 
ONE NORTH UNIVERSITY DRIVE, SUITE 3500-B, PLANTATION, FLORIDA 33324 

PHONE (954) 765-4500 FAX: (954) 765-4504 
http: / /www.broward.org/codeappeals  

To:              Members of the Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals 
From:         Chief Mechanical Code Compliance Officer, Rolando Soto. 
Date:           July 9, 2020 
Subject:      Request of Mr. Manuel Barrera for an extension of time with respect to the Board of 

Rules and Appeals Policy 18-02 relating to closing out of open and ongoing projects. 

Recommendation 
That BORA approve by vote, Mr. Manuel Barrera’s request for a time extension to close remaining 
open permits. Given the current pandemic situation, staff recommends that the Board grant the 
extension until September 30, 2020. 

Reasons 
Mr. Manuel Barrera has worked diligently to close his initial list of open permits. Of the original 54 
open permits, he has closed 39, or 72%. He has 15 pending to close. Of those as of June 24, 2020 
when this report was written, he had 2 more permits scheduled to be inspected. He is also facing 
challenges with the COVID-19 health emergency, some cities are not doing inspections inside 
private residences, and in other cases the owner does not want strangers in their homes.  
The September 30, 2020 date is 123 days from May 30, 2020 when his original time frame expired. 
The September 30, 2020 date is 83 days from July 9, 2020; the date of this Board meeting. 
 His contractor license is inactive, there is no chance of Mr. Barrera applying for new permits. 

Additional information 
Attached you will find the following documents. 

1. Emails requesting extension.
2. Initial list of open permits dated 12/2/2019.
3. Open permits list of 6/19/2020.
4. DBPR inactive license receipt.
5. Board Policy #18-02

Respectfully submitted, 

Rolando Soto 
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Boselli, Ruth

From: Manuel Barrera <MBarrera@fortlauderdale.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, June 24, 2020 7:08 AM
To: Dipietro, James
Cc: Soto, Rolando; Andres Vera; John Travers
Subject: RE: Open permits follow up

External Email Warning: This email originated from outside the Broward County email system. Do not 
reply, click links, or open attachments unless you recognize the sender’s email address (not just the name) as 
legitimate and know the content is safe. Report any suspicious emails to ETSSecurity@broward.org. 

 

Good morning Mr. Dipietro, 
 
As much as the difficulty to estimate a time of resolving this matter exists, I would hope with the unexpected challenges 
at hand, that in the next 90 days I can have these closed out. I can provide BORA a follow up every 30 days if this will 
suffice. 
I appreciate your timely response. 
Thank you 
 
 
 

From: Dipietro, James  
Sent: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 3:01 PM 
To: Manuel Barrera  
Cc: Soto, Rolando ; Andres Vera ; John Travers  
Subject: [‐EXTERNAL‐] RE: Open permits follow up 
 
Mr. Barrera, thank you for your communication. Did you want to suggest to the Board a time frame for the extension of 
time that you feel would be appropriate? I think that would be helpful. Jim 
 
Jim DiPietro 
Administrative Director 
Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals 
1 North University Drive, Suite 3500 B 
Plantation Fl 33324 
954‐765‐4500 X9892 
954‐931‐2393 (cell) 
 

From: Manuel Barrera <MBarrera@fortlauderdale.gov>  
Sent: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 2:52 PM 
To: Dipietro, James <JDIPIETRO@broward.org> 
Cc: Soto, Rolando <ROSOTO@broward.org>; Andres Vera <AVera@fortlauderdale.gov>; John Travers 
<JTravers@fortlauderdale.gov> 
Subject: Open permits follow up 
 

2
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External Email Warning: This email originated from outside the Broward County email system. Do not reply, click 
links, or open attachments unless you recognize the sender’s email address (not just the name) as legitimate and 
know the content is safe. Report any suspicious emails to ETSSecurity@broward.org. 

 

Good afternoon Mr. Dipietro, 
 
I have been diligently working with the previous entity in making all possible efforts to close out all open permits under 
my license. The challenges I face are customers/home owners not responding to certified letters, changes in ownership 
and frankly a lack of response in communication and feedback from customers in an effort to schedule inspections to 
close out the permits. 
This coupled with the recent COVID pandemic has presented even further challenges such as customers not allowing 
inspections to take place and municipalities not performing inspections. 
 
I’m writing to you for a request on an extension of time for closing out all open permits that remain under my state AC 
contractors license. My license has been inactive since March of 2020, however there are permits that remain to be 
closed out. I have provided this list to Mr. Soto in a previous email.  
 
I will remain in close contact with all parties involved in closing out these permits and provide follow up to the BORA as 
necessary. I appreciate your time and patience in this matter. 
 
Thank you 
 
Best, 
 
 
Manny Barrera 
Mechanical Inspector 
City of Ft. Lauderdale 
Phone: 954‐828‐4226 

 
 
 

 
Under Florida law, most e‐mail messages to or from Broward County employees or officials are public records, available 
to any person upon request, absent an exemption. Therefore, any e‐mail message to or from the County, inclusive of e‐
mail addresses contained therein, may be subject to public disclosure. 
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Boselli, Ruth

From: Manuel Barrera <MBarrera@fortlauderdale.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 2:52 PM
To: Dipietro, James
Cc: Soto, Rolando; Andres Vera; John Travers
Subject: Open permits follow up

External Email Warning: This email originated from outside the Broward County email system. Do not 
reply, click links, or open attachments unless you recognize the sender’s email address (not just the name) as 
legitimate and know the content is safe. Report any suspicious emails to ETSSecurity@broward.org. 

 

Good afternoon Mr. Dipietro, 
 
I have been diligently working with the previous entity in making all possible efforts to close out all open permits under 
my license. The challenges I face are customers/home owners not responding to certified letters, changes in ownership 
and frankly a lack of response in communication and feedback from customers in an effort to schedule inspections to 
close out the permits. 
This coupled with the recent COVID pandemic has presented even further challenges such as customers not allowing 
inspections to take place and municipalities not performing inspections. 
 
I’m writing to you for a request on an extension of time for closing out all open permits that remain under my state AC 
contractors license. My license has been inactive since March of 2020, however there are permits that remain to be 
closed out. I have provided this list to Mr. Soto in a previous email.  
 
I will remain in close contact with all parties involved in closing out these permits and provide follow up to the BORA as 
necessary. I appreciate your time and patience in this matter. 
 
Thank you 
 
Best, 
 
 
Manny Barrera 
Mechanical Inspector 
City of Ft. Lauderdale 
Phone: 954‐828‐4226 
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3921 SW 47th Avenue, Suite 1006, Davie, Florida 33314 

 

 

 

OUTSTANDING PERMITS FOR PROSERV AMERICA, LLC AS OF 06/19/2020 

 
1. JANNETH A. CONDOR CABANILLAS- CITY OF PLANTATION – M19-977 

Inspection was scheduled by the Customer for Wednesday, June 17, however, when I called the 
City to schedule it, they said that they are not holding interior residential inspection. The permit 
will not expire, so it is a matter of time to get the inspection done. 
 

2. CRESPO, RODOLFO AND ILEANA- PEMBROKE PINES – 1969529 
Inspection is scheduled for June 23rd. 

 
3. KARRYANN FRASER – CITY OF COCONUT CREEK – 20-000028 

The City needs to send me the permit via email, then I will call customer to see where to mail it 
out to. She said that she will get someone to be at the house, so that we could do the 
inspection. Customer has not called me; I will call her on Monday. 
 

4. GAUDIN, VANESSA – CITY OF MARGATE – 19-3426 
Prepared Change of Contractor Form to be signed by Vanessa. Mailed it out to her via US mail. 
When I receive it from her, I will send to the City for processing. I have yet to receive it. 
 

5. KIM, FRANK – CITY OF AVENTURA - #18-401 
Mailed out a new Change of Contractor, renewal request, and Hold Harmless letter for him to 
sign and mail back to me. I am still waiting. 
 

6. KOSS, ELENA – CITY OF AVENTURA – MECHSA1906-0002 
I have written two Certified letters on different dates. Letter #1 was never received by the 
customer; thus, it came back to us. Letter #2 was just sent out on June 1, 2020. Will prepare 
forms and send Jesus to get signatures. I received the delivery proof of the second certified 
letter; still have not heard from customer. 

 
7. LEVITZ, TAMMY- CITY OF PEMBROKE PINES -19-70351—0 

This customer has two properties in Pembroke Pines. Inadvertently, we requested a mechanical 
permit for the wrong address. Thus, I sent a letter to the inspector to null and void said 
mechanical permit. I received the proof of delivery for the certified letter addressed to the Chief 
inspector at City of Pembroke Pines. I still have not heard from the inspector. 
 

8. ORLANDO, PATRICK-CITY OF MIAMI – BD19-006820-001-MA001 
Calling City of Miami to get information on how to change the contractor. I have called on 
06/01; 06/03; 06/05; 06/08; and 06/09. After waiting for 2-hours, a recording comes out saying 
that my call could not get through. The saga continues. I cannot do anything, until the city clerk 
answers the phone. 
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3921 SW 47th Avenue, Suite 1006, Davie, Florida 33314 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9. LAURA ORTIZ-CITY OF MIAMI UNINCORPORATED -2019-057889 
Customer passed the mechanical part of the inspection, but not the electrical because she did 
not get an electrical permit. We have written her and requested her to hire an electrician to do 
this, but she has not. No updates. 
 

10. PATRICK, JUDITH – CITY OF TAMARAC – 19-00004951 
Need to call the City to make sure they are doing residential inspections. Called six times today 
and no one picks up. This appointment was scheduled for inspection this upcoming Tuesday, 
June 23rd. Again, when I called to schedule the inspection, the clerk said they were not 
conducting interior residential inspections. 
 

11. JUAN PENAGOS-CITY OF SUNRISE-2019-00002550 
Inspection scheduled for June 16, 2020. The City is not conducting interior residential 
inspections. 
 

12. JESSICA V. PRADO- CITY OF WESTON – M19-101217 
I have written two Certified letters on different dates. Letter #1 was never received by the 
customer; thus, it came back to us. Letter #2 was just sent out on June 3, 2020. If she does not 
reply to my letter, she will never sign the Change of Contractor form. Forms are prepared, will  
send Jesus to get signature.  
 

13. GILBERTO RODRIGUEZ- CITY OF DAVIE – 2019-00008317 
I have also written two letters on two different dates. Letter one was signed, but he never called 
our office inquiring. Letter #2 was just sent on June 3, 2020. I received the green card signed by 
the customer acknowledging receipt, but he has not call. I have called him, but there is no 
answer. Will prepare forms and send Jesus to get signatures. Called Chief Mechanical Inspector 
today, waiting on his call. Will call again on Monday. 
 

14. CHRISTIAN ROMAN – MIAMI-DADE UNINCORPORATED – 2019070074 
Again, I have written this customer twice, and he has never cared to sign for the letters. I called 
the mother several times and left messages, but until this date, I have not heard from him. Will 
prepare forms and send Jesus to get signatures. Spoke to the mother, she said her son does not 
want to have the unit inspected, because the closet where the a/c is located has a hole in the 
wall. Prepared Change of Contractor, will be mailing it out next week.  
 

15. SILVA, JAIRO – CITY OF PEMBROKE PINES – 1972159-0 
Permit was mailed to customer on 06/10/20. As soon as it is received, they will call me to 
scheduled final inspection. Scheduled for inspection on 06/24/2020. 
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DBPR On-Line Services

If you need to mail additional information to DBPR please include this coversheet.

License Type: Certified Air Conditioning Contractor

Application Type: Print Inactive Receipt

File Number: 1353

Application Number: 130527

License Number: CAC026413

Application Date: 06/08/2020   (mm/dd/yyyy)

Mail To:
Department of Business and Professional Regulation
2601 Blair Stone Road
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0783

If you have any questions please call our Customer Contact Center at 850-487-1395.
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Page 1 of 16/8/20, 5:10 PM

State of Florida
Department of Business and Professional Regulation

2601 Blair Stone Road
Tallahassee, FL 32399

Application Summary
Thank you for submitting your print request online.

Profession
License Type: Certified Air Conditioning Contractor

Application Number: 130527

Application Type: Print Inactive Receipt

Application Date: 06/08/2020   (mm/dd/yyyy)

License Number: CAC026413

File Number: 1353

Addresses
           Main Address: 14842 SW 42 COURT

MIRAMAR, FL

33027

US

           Phone Number: 305-588-5309

           E-mail Address: AIRASFLA@COMCAST.NET

By submission of this application you affirmed the following:
Each application for a license or renewal of a license issued by the Department of Business and
Professional Regulation shall be signed under oath or affirmation by the applicant, or owner or chief
executive of the applicant without the need for witnesses unless otherwise required by law.

I certify that I am empowered to execute this application as required by section 559.79, Florida
Statutes. I understand that my signature on this application has the same legal effect as if made
under oath. All information contained on this application is true and correct.

I understand that falsification of any information on this application may result in administrative
action, including a fine, suspension or revocation of the license.
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5.197 

            Board Policy #18-02    Effective 9/14/2018 

 

 

SUBJECT:  Board Policy #18-02 - Design Professional and Contractor requirements to 
become a certified inspector, as it relates to the closing out of open and ongoing 
projects. 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

POLICY: 
 

This policy applies to all individuals that seek certification through Broward County Board of Rules and 

Appeals (“BORA”) to be certified as a building code professional. Any code professional (such as but 

not limited to engineers, architects or structural, plumbing, mechanical, or electrical contractors) who 

are required to hold or who otherwise holds a Certificate of Competency (“Certificate”) or Professional 

License (“License”) in any area of construction shall not use that Certificate or License to engage in 

free enterprise thereby competing against persons or firms whose work he may also inspect, nor may 

this individual allow their Certificate or License to be used by another person or firm.  

 

Per Florida Statute 71-575 (4)b, commencing with the time of application submission, an applicant is 

prohibited from engaging in free enterprise including but not limited to bids, proposals, contracts, 

permits, etc. The applicant shall be required to provide a detailed list of all open and ongoing projects 

currently under construction which will include information such as the municipality they are located 

within, the existing permit number and the time frame in which the project will be completed. This 

time frame shall not exceed a 180 days period from the time the application for certification was 

submitted to BORA.  

 

If this 180 days’ time frame is required to be extended, a written request shall be submitted to the 

Director of the BORA no later than 30 days prior to the expiration of the 180 days period. This request 

for extension will be reviewed by the Board of Rules and Appeals (“Board”) for approval at the next, 

upcoming meeting. An extension, if granted will be set by the Board depending on circumstances, 

unless the Board does not meet that month in which case the Administrative Director may extend the 

time frame until the next scheduled meeting. All extensions beyond this point shall follow the same 

notification rule as mentioned previously and shall be reviewed and voted on by the Board on a case 

by case basis.   

 
 Florida Statute 71-575 (4)b 

  Any Inspector (such as and including but not limited to structural, engineering, plumbing, mechanical, or electrical) or 

other building official charged with enforcing or otherwise supervising or inspecting any work covered under any section 

of the South Florida Building Code as applicable to Broward County pursuant to Chapter 71-575, Laws or Florida, and who 

is required to hold or who otherwise holds a Certificate of Competency in any area of construction shall not use that 

Certificate of Competency to engage in free enterprise thereby competing against persons or firms whose work he may 

also inspect, nor may he allow his Certificate of Competency to be used by another person or firm.  

 
 

G:\SHARED\Policies & Procedures\2018\BORA Policies\18-02 Certification requirement for DesignProfNcontract..docx 
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HOLLINGSWORTH  
ROBERTSON  
ARCHITECTURE 

   AA26002707 

 

2208 NE 26 Street 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL  33305-1538 

T. 954.630.1398 F. 954.630.1399 

 

June 25, 2020  

Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals 
1 N University Drive, Suite 3500-B 
Plantation, FL  33324-2038 

Attn:   Mr. Michael Guerasio 

Re:  UPDATE - Active Projects  
  James M. Hollingsworth, RA 
  AR 0013919 

 
Dear Michael: 

The completion status of the projects listed below were extended as noted below, most were about 6 
months and due to the Covid-19 situation.  The list below provides two dates, the date of permit issuance 
and the anticipated date of construction completion per the GC’s estimates. 

FT. LAUDERDALE 

1. SUNRISE HARBOR FITNESS CENTER – Permit # 18092739 Permit 09/18 
Construction 09/20 

2. MITO OCEAN RESIDENCE – Permit # 19051733 Permit 05/19 
Construction 08/20 

3. DURHAM APARTMENT – Permit # 18100322 Permit 10/18 
Construction 010/20 

4. PARAMOUNT APARTMENT – Permit #18121740 Permit 12/18 
Construction tbd -  BUILDING CLOSED TO CONSTRUCTION DUE TO COVID  

5. KAVANA SHOWROOM – Permit # 18112158 Permit 11/18 
Construction 09/20 

6. MORRISON RESIDENCE – Permit # 19052179 Permit 05/19 
           Construction 09/20 

7. ROTH RESIDENCE – Permit # 17110306 Permit 08/18 
           Construction 010/20 

HOLLYWOOD 

8. WOLF RESIDENCE – Permit # n/a - Permit 12/19 
Construction 6/21 

9. SAMTER RESIDENCE – Permit # B19-107017 Permit Pending (est 2/20) 
Construction 02/21 
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HOLLINGSWORTH  
ROBERTSON                        ACTIVE PROJECTS LIST 
ARCHITECTURE   Page 2 of 2 
   

 

2208 NE 26 Street 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL  33305-1538 

T. 954.630.1398 F. 954.630.1399 

 

MIAMI SHORES 

10. CEPERO RESIDENCE – Permit # n/a Permit 12/19 
Construction 01/21 

11. GONZALES RESIDENCE – Permit # BR1802670 Permit 12/18 
Construction 06/21 

MIAMI 

12. PHD RESIDENCE – Permit # BD17-014508-001 Permit 12/17 
Construction 9/20 

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any questions or require any additional information. 

Sincerely, 

James M. Hollingsworth 
James M. Hollingsworth, RA 
AR 0013919 

jamesh@hr-arc.com  

rev 1 
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Guerasio, Michael

From: James Hollingsworth <JHollingsworth@fortlauderdale.gov>
Sent: Thursday, June 25, 2020 4:33 PM
To: Guerasio, Michael
Cc: John Travers; William Kraemer
Subject: RE: Open permits
Attachments: 062520 BORA ACTIVE PROJECTS.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

External Email Warning:  This email originated from outside the Broward County email system. Do not
reply, click links, or open attachments unless you recognize the sender’s email address (not just the name) as 
legitimate and know the content is safe.  Report any suspicious emails to ETSSecurity@broward.org. 

My apologies, I had intended to add 6 months to the previous dates.  That takes the longest completion date to 
06/21.  The updated copy is attached….. 

From: Guerasio, Michael <MGUERASIO@broward.org>  
Sent: Thursday, June 25, 2020 3:55 PM 
To: James Hollingsworth <JHollingsworth@fortlauderdale.gov> 
Cc: John Travers <JTravers@fortlauderdale.gov>; William Kraemer <WKraemer@fortlauderdale.gov>; Guerasio, Michael 
<MGUERASIO@broward.org> 
Subject: [‐EXTERNAL‐] RE: Open permits 

Good afternoon Mr. Hollingsworth and thank you for the timely report. 

Could you please clarify to me looking at the report, that you’re requesting an extension to Oct 1, 2021? 

Thank you 

Respectfully 
Michael Guerasio 
Chief Code Compliance Officer, Structural 
Board of Rules and Appeals 
1 N University Dr., Suite 3500B 
Plantation, Florida 33324 
954-765-4500 X 9886
broward.org/codeappeals

ST R O NG E R  CO D E S  ME A N SA FE R  BU I LD I NG S  
~ES T A B L I S HE D  1971~ 

Additional extension request
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Please consider the Environment before printing 
 

From: James Hollingsworth <JHollingsworth@fortlauderdale.gov>  
Sent: Thursday, June 25, 2020 3:41 PM 
To: Guerasio, Michael <MGUERASIO@broward.org> 
Cc: John Travers <JTravers@fortlauderdale.gov>; William Kraemer <WKraemer@fortlauderdale.gov> 
Subject: RE: Open permits 
 

External Email Warning:  This email originated from outside the Broward County email system. Do not 
reply, click links, or open attachments unless you recognize the sender’s email address (not just the name) as 
legitimate and know the content is safe.  Report any suspicious emails to ETSSecurity@broward.org. 

 

 
 

From: James Hollingsworth  
Sent: Thursday, June 25, 2020 10:43 AM 
To: 'Guerasio, Michael' <MGUERASIO@broward.org> 
Cc: John Travers <JTravers@fortlauderdale.gov>; William Kraemer <WKraemer@fortlauderdale.gov> 
Subject: RE: Open permits 
 
For that I will need to speak with the contractors, I know that Covid really slowed things down.  I will have an update for 
you this afternoon… 
 

From: Guerasio, Michael <MGUERASIO@broward.org>  
Sent: Thursday, June 25, 2020 10:39 AM 
To: James Hollingsworth <JHollingsworth@fortlauderdale.gov> 
Cc: John Travers <JTravers@fortlauderdale.gov>; William Kraemer <WKraemer@fortlauderdale.gov>; Guerasio, Michael 
<MGUERASIO@broward.org> 
Subject: [‐EXTERNAL‐] RE: Open permits 
 
How long of an extension do you think? 
 
Thank you 
 
Respectfully 
Michael Guerasio 
Chief Code Compliance Officer, Structural 
Board of Rules and Appeals 
1 N University Dr., Suite 3500B 
Plantation, Florida 33324 
954-765-4500 X 9886 
broward.org/codeappeals 
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ST R O NG E R  CO D E S  ME A N SA FE R  BU I LD I NG S  
              ~ES T A B L I S HE D  1971~ 

Please consider the Environment before printing 
 

From: James Hollingsworth <JHollingsworth@fortlauderdale.gov>  
Sent: Thursday, June 25, 2020 10:37 AM 
To: Guerasio, Michael <MGUERASIO@broward.org> 
Cc: John Travers <JTravers@fortlauderdale.gov>; William Kraemer <WKraemer@fortlauderdale.gov> 
Subject: RE: Open permits 
 

External Email Warning:  This email originated from outside the Broward County email system. Do not 
reply, click links, or open attachments unless you recognize the sender’s email address (not just the name) as 
legitimate and know the content is safe.  Report any suspicious emails to ETSSecurity@broward.org. 

 

I do know for a fact that all are not closed‐out yet, so yes, I will definitely need to ask for an extension.   
 

From: Guerasio, Michael <MGUERASIO@broward.org>  
Sent: Thursday, June 25, 2020 10:33 AM 
To: James Hollingsworth <JHollingsworth@fortlauderdale.gov> 
Cc: John Travers <JTravers@fortlauderdale.gov>; William Kraemer <WKraemer@fortlauderdale.gov>; Guerasio, Michael 
<MGUERASIO@broward.org> 
Subject: [‐EXTERNAL‐] RE: Open permits 
 
Good morning Mr. Hollingsworth 
 
Thank you for the follow up email. Please let me know if everything is closed or you’re going to need an additional 
extension.  
 
Thank you 
 
Respectfully 
Michael Guerasio 
Chief Code Compliance Officer, Structural 
Board of Rules and Appeals 
1 N University Dr., Suite 3500B 
Plantation, Florida 33324 
954-765-4500 X 9886 
broward.org/codeappeals 
 

 
 
ST R O NG E R  CO D E S  ME A N SA FE R  BU I LD I NG S  
              ~ES T A B L I S HE D  1971~ 
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Please consider the Environment before printing 
 

From: James Hollingsworth <JHollingsworth@fortlauderdale.gov>  
Sent: Thursday, June 25, 2020 10:26 AM 
To: Guerasio, Michael <MGUERASIO@broward.org> 
Cc: John Travers <JTravers@fortlauderdale.gov>; William Kraemer <WKraemer@fortlauderdale.gov> 
Subject: RE: Open permits 
 

External Email Warning:  This email originated from outside the Broward County email system. Do not 
reply, click links, or open attachments unless you recognize the sender’s email address (not just the name) as 
legitimate and know the content is safe.  Report any suspicious emails to ETSSecurity@broward.org. 

 

Good morning Michael!  I am reaching out to the contractors on each job for updates, I will get back to you just as soon 
as I can gather the information. 
 
Thanks! 
 

From: Guerasio, Michael <MGUERASIO@broward.org>  
Sent: Thursday, June 25, 2020 7:32 AM 
To: James Hollingsworth <JHollingsworth@fortlauderdale.gov> 
Cc: John Travers <JTravers@fortlauderdale.gov>; William Kraemer <WKraemer@fortlauderdale.gov>; Guerasio, Michael 
<MGUERASIO@broward.org> 
Subject: [‐EXTERNAL‐] Open permits 
 
Good morning Mr. Hollingsworth, hope all is well with you. 
 
Could you please clarify for me where you stand with the open permits that you had under your license. You were given 
a 180 day extension by the Board effective Jan, 9th, 2020 which will expire on July 7th, 2020.   
 
Thank you 
 
Respectfully 
Michael Guerasio 
Chief Code Compliance Officer, Structural 
Board of Rules and Appeals 
1 N University Dr., Suite 3500B 
Plantation, Florida 33324 
954-765-4500 X 9886 
broward.org/codeappeals 
 

 
 
ST R O NG E R  CO D E S  ME A N SA FE R  BU I LD I NG S  
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BROWARD COUNTY  

BOARD OF RULES AND APPEALS 

2020 Voting Members 
Chair  
Mr. Daniel Lavrich, 
P.E.,S.I.,SECB,F.ASCE, F.SEI 
Structural Engineer 
Vice-Chair 
Mr. Stephen E. Bailey, P.E. 
Electrical Engineer 
Mr. John Famularo,  
Roofing Contractor  
Mrs. Shalanda Giles Nelson, 
General Contractor 
Mr. Daniel Rourke 
Master Plumber 
Mr. Gregg D’Attile, 
Mechanical Contractor 
Mr. Ron Burr 
Swimming Pool Contractor 
Mr. John Sims,  
Master Electrician 
Mr. Dennis A. Ulmer 
Consumer Advocate 
Mr. Abbas H. Zackria, CSI 
Architect 
Mr. Robert A. Kamm, P.E. 
Mechanical Engineer 
Vacant 
Representative Disabled Community 
Mr. Sergio Pellecer 
Fire Service Professional 
 
2020 Alternate Board Members 
Mr. Jeff Falkanger 
Architect 
Mr. Steven Feller, P.E.  
Mechanical Engineer 
Mr. Alberto Fernandez,  
General Contractor 
Mr. Robert Taylor 
Fire Service 
Mr. Gary Elzweig, P.E., F.ASCE 
Structural Engineer 
Mr. David Rice, P.E.  
Electrical Engineer 
Mr. James Terry, 
Master Plumber  
Mr. David Tringo,  
Master Electrician 
Mr. William Flett,  
Roofing Contractor 
 
Board Attorney 
Charles M. Kramer, Esq. 
 
Board Administrative Director 
James DiPietro 
 

 

— — 

ONE NORTH UNIVERSITY DRIVE 

SUITE 3500-B 

PLANTATION, FLORIDA 33324 
 

PHONE: 954-765-4500 

FAX: 954-765-4504 

www.

DATE: July 9, 2020 
 
TO:  Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals 
 
FROM: Kenneth Castronovo. Chief Electrical Code Compliance Officer 
 
SUBJECT: FBC 2020 7th Edition Formal Interpretations  

(Effective December 31, 2020) 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
The staff of the Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals has reviewed our 
26 current formal interpretations along with their respective committee chairman 
when needed and have made necessary changes reflecting the new Florida 
Building Code, 7th Edition, sections for your review. The staff recommends that 
formal interpretation #’s 2, 12 and 20 not be renewed. The staff recommends the 
renewal of all remaining formal interpretations with any necessary code updates 
that are included. 
 
REASONS 
Every three years the Florida Building Code is updated. These updates effect our 
Formal Interpretations. Some formal interpretations must update their code 
references if the code reference has changed in the new code cycle. Some formal 
interpretations are not affected by the new code and no changes need to be made.  
There are other Formal Interpretations that no longer serve a purpose and need to 
be removed. 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
Formal interpretation #5 (Retrofit of Windows, Doors, Garage Doors, Shutters 
and Skylights, FBC Existing Building, Alteration Level 1) will be brought to the 
Board at a future date. Technical information to complete the update of FI # 5 is 
not currently available. 
 
All updated interpretations will go into effect December 31, 2020 at midnight. 
The interpretations will be renumbered following your vote as to what is adopted 
for the new code cycle.  
 
Respectfully, 
 

 
Kenneth Castronovo 
Chief Electrical Code Compliance Officer 
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BROWARD COUNTY  
BOARD OF RULES AND APPEALS 

Florida Building Code 7th Edition Formal Interpretations (2020) 
Effective Date: December 31, 2020 

Building Code Formal Interpretations 

1. Mechanical Code 602.2.1 Materials Exposed within Plenums
2. Identification of Mechanical Equipment
3. Attachments of Ductwork to Air Handling Equipment
4. Insulation Requirements for Condensate Drains
5. Retrofit of Windows, Doors, Garage Doors, Shutters and Skylights FBC Existing Building, 

Alteration Level I
6. Solar Assisted Air Conditioning Systems
7. Installation of 100% Wireless Network Low Voltage Alarm Systems
8. Retrofits required pursuant to Florida Building Code Existing Building Section 706.8
9. Residential Clothes Washing Machines Drains
10. Recessed Ceiling Air Handlers
11. Windows Replacement
12. Mechanical Equipment Wind Load Voluntary Design Pressure Chart
13. Ceiling Grid Support for Light Fixtures
14. Interpretation of 7th Edition (2020) Florida Building Code Mechanical: 301.15;

Building: 453.25.4.3.1, 453.25.4.3.2, 1609.1.1 Ex. 8; Fuel Gas: 301.10.
Mechanical equipment wind resistance.

15. Permit requirements for Florida Building Code, Plumbing Appendix F
16. Smoke Control System testing in existing buildings undergoing Level 2 alterations
17. Acceptable testing methods for Smoke Control Systems
18. Duct sizing calculations
19. Acceptable documents for the attachment of mechanical equipment during replacement
20. Two-Way Radio Communication Enhanced Public Safety Signal Booster Systems
21. Alteration of existing smoke evacuation or smoke control systems
22. Direct venting of solid fuel pizza ovens
23. Replacement of air conditioning (A/C) systems in flood hazard areas
24. Storm Drainage Sizing Conversion Charts
25. Required Signatures on the Broward County Uniform Building Permit Application
26. Swimming Pool Safety Inspections
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FBC 7th EDITION (2020) 
FORMAL INTERPRETATION (#1) 

DATE: July 9, 2020 
TO: All Building Officials 
FROM: James DiPietro, Administrative Director 
SUBJECT: Mechanical Code 602.2.1 Materials Exposed within Plenums 

This portion of the Interpretation concerns the residential portion of R-2 occupancies. 

At its regularly scheduled meeting of July 9, 2020, the Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals 
approved the following Formal Interpretation. 

Section 602.2.1 of the 7th Edition (2020) Florida Mechanical Code requires materials exposed 
within plenums to be noncombustible or shall have a flame spread index of not more than 25 and a 
smoke-developed index of not more than 50 when tested in accordance with ASTM E 84-2013A. 

CPVC Flowguard Gold Pipe, SDR11 was tested by Southwest Research Institute using a modified 
ASTM E-84 test methodology in the following sizes: 

0.5-inch (nominal) Water Filled CPVC Pipe: SwRI Project No. 01.04017.01.301b [1] 
2.0-inch (nominal) Water Filled CPVC Pipe: SwRI Project No.  01.04017.01.301c [1] 
0.5-inch (nominal) Empty CPVC Pipe: SwRI Project No. 01.10083.01.158e 
0.75-inch (nominal) Empty CPVC Pipe: SwRI Project No. 01.10083.01.158f [1] 

All four Modified ASTM E-84 Tests showed flame spread indices of not more than 25 and smoke-
developed indices of not more than 50. 

Formal Interpretation: 

By accepting these four Modified ASTM-E 84 Tests, the Broward County Board of Rules and 
Appeals approved the use of CPVC Flowguard Gold Pipe, SDR11 installed in Mechanical Closets 
and Mechanical Equipment/Appliance Rooms used as plenums in the residential portion of R-2 
Occupancies. Approval is limited to 0.5-inch (nominal) thru 2-inch (nominal) water filled CPVC 
and 0.5-inch (nominal) and 0.75-inch (nominal) empty CPVC pipe. 

At its meeting of September 11, 2008, the above Interpretation was expanded to include the 
following language which applies to both commercial and residential occupancies: 

CPVC piping may be accepted for use in plenums in instances where the manufacturers have tested 
their product with an approved testing agency to an acceptable alternate method to ASTM E-84 – 
“Standard Test Method for Surface Burning Characteristics of Building Materials”. Evidence must 
be submitted to the Authority Having Jurisdiction (AHJ) that the piping has a flame spread index 
of not more than 25 and a smoke developed index of not more than 50 when tested in general 
accordance with ASTM E-84, 2009 Edition, Pipe can be tested empty or water filled and in various 
pipe diameters.  

EFFECTIVE DATE: October 20, 2005 
RE-ISSUED DATE: July 9, 2020 
EFFECTIVE DATE: December 31, 2020 
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FBC 7th EDITION (2020) 
FORMAL INTERPRETATION (#2) 

 
 
DATE:  October 12, 2017 
TO:  All Building Officials  
FROM:  James DiPietro, Administrative Director 
SUBJECT: Identification of Mechanical Equipment 
 
 
At the meeting of October 12, 2017, the Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals approved 
an interpretation of Section 304.12, 6th Edition (2017) Florida Building Code, Mechanical (FMC). 
This section of the code requires marking of appliances (air conditioning equipment) serving 
different areas of a building other than where they are installed to uniquely identify the appliance 
and the area it serves.  
 
The purpose of these sections is to easily identify equipment for servicing and in case of an 
emergency. An example would be multiple installations of appliances on a roof top of an office 
building, condominium, apartment building, etc. There is no requirement for identification of 
appliances contained in the Florida Residential Code. 
 
 
Formal Interpretation: 

Section 304.12, 6th Edition (2017) Florida Building Code, Mechanical does not apply to buildings 
governed under the Florida Residential Code. These buildings include detached one-two family 
dwellings and multiple single-family dwellings (townhouses) not more than three stories in height 
with a separate means of egress. 
 
 
EFFECTIVE DATE: October 20, 2005 
RE-ISSUED DATE: October 12, 2017 
EFFECTIVE DATE: January 1, 2018 
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FBC 7th EDITION (2020) 
FORMAL INTERPRETATION (#3) 

DATE: July 9, 2020 
TO: All Building Officials 
FROM: James DiPietro, Administrative Director 
SUBJECT: Attachments of Ductwork to Air Handling Equipment 

At its regularly scheduled meeting of July 9, 2020, the Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals 
approved an interpretation of Section 603.9, Florida Mechanical Code, 7th edition (2020) and 
section 1601.4.1, FBC, Residential, 7th edition (2020).  

These sections state attachment of rigid fibrous glass duct work to air-handling equipment shall be 
by mechanical attachment and attachment shall be by mechanical fasteners. These sections further 
define mechanical attachments for air distribution systems as screws, rivets, welds, interlocking 
joints crimped and rolled, staples, twist in (screw attachment, and compression systems created by 
bend tabs or screw tabs and flanges or by clinching straps. 

Broward County has a long successful history of using UL181 A/P listed pressure-sensitive 
aluminum foil tape and UL 181 A/M glass fabric and mastic for attaching rigid fibrous glass duct 
board to cleaned sheet metal equipment flanges in residential applications. North American 
Insulation Manufacturers Association (NAIMA) is listed in the Reference Standards and 
Organizations sections of the FMC and FRC. NAIMA’s Fibrous Glass Residential Duct 
Construction Standard states “Connections of fibrous glass duct board to carefully cleaned sheet 
metal equipment flanges may be made with UL A/P listed pressure-sensitive aluminum foil tape.” 

Formal Interpretation: 

The use of UL 181 A/P listed pressure sensitive aluminum tape or UL 181 A/M glass fabric and 
mastic are acceptable methods of attaching rigid fibrous glass duct work to cleaned sheet metal 
equipment flanges in residential applications. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: October 20, 2005 
RE-ISSUED DATE: July 9, 2020 
EFFECTIVE DATE: December 31, 2020 
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BROWARD COUNTY 
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FBC 7th EDITION (2020) 
FORMAL INTERPRETATION (#4) 

DATE: July 9, 2020 
TO: All Building Officials 
FROM: James DiPietro, Administrative Director 
SUBJECT: Insulation Requirements for Condensate Drains 

At its regularly scheduled meeting of July 9, 2020, the Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals 
approved an interpretation of the following Sections of the 7th Edition (2020), Florida Building 
Code, Mechanical 307.2.1; Residential M1411, and 1206.11; Energy Conservation C403.2.10, and 
R403.4. See attached code sections. 

Questions have been raised about the code requirement to insulate condensate drains that were 
installed vertically or at an angle (pitched).  

All condensate drain lines are required to have a slope to ensure proper drainage and therefore are 
not perfectly horizontal. The code does not address the insulation of condensate drains lines that 
are installed vertical or at an angle (pitched). It appears the intent of the code was to apply to 
condensate piping which is installed in a relatively horizontal manner. 

Formal Interpretation: 

All primarily horizontal condensate drains pipes within unconditioned areas shall be insulated to 
prevent condensation from forming on the exterior of the drain pipe. Only primary condensate drain 
lines within unconditioned areas installed in a relatively horizontal manner are required to be 
insulated. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: October 20, 2005 
RE-ISSUED DATE: July 9, 2020 
EFFECTIVE DATE: December 31, 2020 

*** PLEASE POST AT YOUR PERMIT COUNTER *** 

Page 1 of 1 F.I. #4 

6

http://www.broward.org/CodeAppeals/Pages/Default.aspx


G:\SHARED\Formal Interpretations\2020 - 7th Edition\FI-5.docx

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 N. University Drive, Suite 3500B 
Plantation, FL 33324 

Phone: 954-765-4500 
Fax: 954-765-4504 

broward.org/CodeAppeals 

2020 Voting Members 

Chair  
Mr. Daniel Lavrich, 
P.E.,S.I.,SECB,F.ASCE, F.SEI
Structural Engineer 

Vice-Chair 
Mr. Stephen E. Bailey, P.E. 
Electrical Engineer 

Mr. John Famularo,  
Roofing Contractor  
Mrs. Shalanda Giles Nelson, 
General Contractor 
Mr. Daniel Rourke 
Master Plumber 
Mr. Gregg D’Attile, 
Mechanical Contractor 
Mr. Ron Burr 
Swimming Pool Contractor 
Mr. John Sims,  
Master Electrician 
Mr. Dennis A. Ulmer 
Consumer Advocate 
Mr. Abbas H. Zackria, CSI 
Architect 
Mr. Robert A. Kamm, P.E. 
Mechanical Engineer 
Vacant 
Representative Disabled Community 
Mr. Sergio Pellecer 
Fire Service Professional 

2020 Alternate Board Members 
Mr. Jeff Falkanger 
Architect 
Mr. Steven Feller, P.E.  
Mechanical Engineer 
Mr. Alberto Fernandez,  
General Contractor 
Mr. Robert Taylor 
Fire Service 
Mr. Gary Elzweig, P.E., F.ASCE 
Structural Engineer 
Mr. David Rice, P.E.  
Electrical Engineer 
Mr. James Terry, 
Master Plumber  
Mr. David Tringo,  
Master Electrician 
Mr. William Flett,  
Roofing Contractor 

Board Attorney 
Charles M. Kramer, Esq. 

Board Administrative Director 
James DiPietro 

—Established 1971— 

BROWARD COUNTY 
BOARD OF RULES AND APPEALS 

FBC 7th EDITION (2020) 
FORMAL INTERPRETATION (#5) 

DATE: July 9, 2020 
TO: All Building Officials 
FROM: James DiPietro, Administrative Director 
SUBJECT: Retrofit of Windows, Doors, Garage Doors, Shutters and Skylights FBC 

Existing Building, Alteration Level I 

At its regularly scheduled meeting of July 9, 2020, the Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals 
approved an interpretation of Retrofit of Windows, Doors, Garage Doors, Shutters and Skylights, 
for detached one- and two-family dwellings, and multiple single family dwellings, (townhouses) 
with common roof height < 30 feet.   

1. A Florida Professional Engineer or Architect may modify the buck or fasteners as specified
in a Notice of Acceptance. Such modification must be documented with a signed and
sealed letter or drawing.

2. To obtain the required design pressure for a specific opening at a specific site, an individual
must utilize one of the following and submit documentation as indicated.

a) A site-specific plan (signed and sealed) by a Florida Professional Engineer or
Architect, indicating the location of all retro openings and the required design
pressures.

b) A site-specific plan (not sealed) indicating the location of all retro openings
accompanied by a worst-case design pressure chart (signed and sealed) prepared
by a Florida P.E. or Architect.

c) A site-specific plan (not sealed) indicating the location of all openings and
indicating the required design pressures based on the Broward County
Fenestration Voluntary Wind Load Chart. (see attached chart).

3. Buildings with a (height) > 30 feet or more shall have a site-specific design (signed and
sealed) by a Florida Professional Engineer or Architect, indicating the location of all retro
openings and the required design pressures for each opening.

Formal Interpretation: 

Generic charts, graphs alone, etc. are not acceptable for buildings above 30 feet. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: September 12, 2012 
RE-ISSUED DATE: July 9, 2020 
EFFECTIVE DATE: December 31, 2020 
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—Established 1971— 

BROWARD COUNTY 
BOARD OF RULES AND APPEALS 

FBC 7th EDITION (2020) 
FORMAL INTERPRETATION (#6) 

DATE: July 9, 2020 
TO: All Building Officials 
FROM: James DiPietro, Administrative Director 
SUBJECT: Solar Assisted Air Conditioning Systems 

At its regularly scheduled meeting of July 9, 2020, the Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals 
approved an interpretation of the following 7th Edition (2020) Florida Building Codes: 

1. FBC, Mechanical Section 301.7 - Listed and Labeled,
2. FBC, Residential Section M1302.1 - Listed and Labeled,
3. FBC, Energy Conservation, Sections C403.2.3 and table R405.5.2.(1) HVAC equipment

performance requirements.
4. FBC, 7th Edition (2020) FBC Broward County Administrative Provisions, Section 104.32.

Alternative materials, design and methods of construction and equipment.

The Board concurred with the Building Code Advisory Board of Palm Beach County Technical 
Advisory (attached) issued on 12/13/11. 

Formal Interpretation: 

The above sections are applicable to “solar assisted air conditioning systems” (a conventional air 
conditioning system with a solar heat collector placed between the compressor and the condensing 
coils) and such systems must obtain certification or successfully pass testing by State of Florida or 
a nationally recognized testing or certification agency prior to permitting.   

EFFECTIVE DATE: September 14, 2012 
RE-ISSUED DATE: July 9, 2020 
EFFECTIVE DATE: December 31, 2020 
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BROWARD COUNTY 
BOARD OF RULES AND APPEALS 

FBC 7th EDITION (2020) 
FORMAL INTERPRETATION (#7) 

DATE: July 9, 2020 
TO: All Building Officials 
FROM: James DiPietro, Administrative Director 
SUBJECT: Installation of 100% Wireless Network Low Voltage Alarm Systems 

At its regularly scheduled meeting of July 9, 2020, the Broward County Board of Rules and 
Appeals approved an interpretation regarding 100% Wireless Network Low Voltage Alarm 
Systems, as follows: 

Formal Interpretation: 

Installation of 100% wireless network low voltage alarm systems, and ancillary components or 
equipment attached to such a system, including, but not limited to home–automation equipment, 
thermostats, and video cameras does not require a permit. This interpretation does not apply to the 
installation or replacement of a fire alarm if a plan review is required. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: January 140, 2014 
RE-ISSUED DATE: July 9, 2020 
EFFECTIVE DATE: December 31, 2020 
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BROWARD COUNTY 
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FBC 7th EDITION (2020) 
FORMAL INTERPRETATION (#8) 

DATE: July 9, 2020 
TO: All Building Officials 
FROM: James DiPietro, Administrative Director 
SUBJECT: Retrofits required pursuant to Florida Building Code Existing Building 

Section 706.8 

At its regularly scheduled meeting of July 9, 2020, the Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals 
approved that anchors no less than 1/8” by 1” steel strap nailed with 3- 16D nails installed in 
accordance with previous additions of the South Florida Building Code shall be deemed to comply 
with the minimum uplift capacity of 500 pounds as specified  in  the  Florida  Building  Code  
Existing  Building  Manual Section 706.8 for roof to wall connections for site-built single-family 
residential structures. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: May 9, 2014 
RE-ISSUED DATE: July 9, 2020 
EFFECTIVE DATE: December 31, 2020 
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—Established 1971— 

BROWARD COUNTY 
BOARD OF RULES AND APPEALS 

FBC 7th EDITION (2020) 
FORMAL INTERPRETATION (#9) 

DATE: July 9, 2020 
TO: All Building Officials 
FROM: James DiPietro, Administrative Director 
SUBJECT: Residential Clothes Washing Machines Drains. 

At its regularly scheduled meeting of July 9, 2020, the Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals 
approved an interpretation of the Florida Building Code 7th Edition (2020), Residential Section 
P2718.1.   

The interpretation is to clarify the use of a minimum 2-inch sanitary piping to drain clothes washing 
machines. The FBC, Residential Section P2718.1 is silent on the issue. The Board agrees with the 
Building Officials Association of Florida Informal Interpretations 4939 and 6501. 

Formal Interpretation: 

FBC Residential Section P2718.1: The automatic clothes washing machine fixture drain shall 
connect to a branch drain or drainage stack a minimum of 2 inches in diameter. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: January 10, 2014 
RE-ISSUED DATE: July 9, 2020 
EFFECTIVE DATE: December 31, 2020 
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Page 1 of 1 F.I. #9 

18

http://www.broward.org/CodeAppeals/Pages/Default.aspx


G:\SHARED\Formal Interpretations\2020 - 7th Edition\FI-10.docx 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 N. University Drive, Suite 3500B 
Plantation, FL 33324 

Phone: 954-765-4500 
Fax: 954-765-4504 

broward.org/CodeAppeals 

2020 Voting Members 

Chair  
Mr. Daniel Lavrich, 
P.E.,S.I.,SECB,F.ASCE, F.SEI 
Structural Engineer 

Vice-Chair 
Mr. Stephen E. Bailey, P.E. 
Electrical Engineer 

Mr. John Famularo,  
Roofing Contractor  
Mrs. Shalanda Giles Nelson, 
General Contractor 
Mr. Daniel Rourke 
Master Plumber 
Mr. Gregg D’Attile, 
Mechanical Contractor 
Mr. Ron Burr 
Swimming Pool Contractor 
Mr. John Sims,  
Master Electrician 
Mr. Dennis A. Ulmer 
Consumer Advocate 
Mr. Abbas H. Zackria, CSI 
Architect 
Mr. Robert A. Kamm, P.E. 
Mechanical Engineer 
Vacant 
Representative Disabled Community 
Mr. Sergio Pellecer 
Fire Service Professional 

2020 Alternate Board Members 
Mr. Jeff Falkanger 
Architect 
Mr. Steven Feller, P.E.  
Mechanical Engineer 
Mr. Alberto Fernandez,  
General Contractor 
Mr. Robert Taylor 
Fire Service 
Mr. Gary Elzweig, P.E., F.ASCE 
Structural Engineer 
Mr. David Rice, P.E.  
Electrical Engineer 
Mr. James Terry, 
Master Plumber  
Mr. David Tringo,  
Master Electrician 
Mr. William Flett,  
Roofing Contractor 

Board Attorney 
Charles M. Kramer, Esq. 

Board Administrative Director 
James DiPietro 
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BROWARD COUNTY 
BOARD OF RULES AND APPEALS 

FBC 7th EDITION (2020) 
FORMAL INTERPRETATION (#10) 

DATE: July 9, 2020 
TO: All Building Officials 
FROM: James DiPietro, Administrative Director 
SUBJECT: Recessed Ceiling Air Handlers 

At its regularly scheduled meeting of July 9, 2020, the Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals 
approved an interpretation of the following 6th Edition (2017) Florida Building Codes: 

1. FBC, Energy Conservation, Sections C501.7 and R501.7.
2. Building systems and components.  Thermal efficiency standards are set for the following

building systems and components where new products are installed or replaced in existing
buildings, and for which a permit must be obtained. New products shall meet the minimum
efficiencies allowed by this code for the following systems and components:

• Heating, ventilating or air-conditioning systems;
• Service water or pool heating systems;
• Lighting systems; and
• Replacement fenestration.
• Exceptions:

3. Replacement equipment that would require extensive
4. Revisions to other systems, equipment or elements of a building where such replacement

is a like-for-like replacement, such as through-the-wall condensing units and PTACs,
chillers and cooling towers in confined spaced.

Formal Interpretation: 

The replacement of existing Recessed Ceiling Air Handlers that will require the alteration of 
building walls; as determined by the Building Official or his or her representative, qualifies under 
the exception 4 to the FBC Energy Conservation 6th Edition section C501.7 and R501.7. As 
consequence this application needs not meet the minimum SEER required in Section C303.2.3 and 
Table R405.5.2(1) of said Code as long as the replacement is a “like for like” as stated in the above 
Exception. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: June 30, 2015 
RE-ISSUED DATE: July 9, 2020 
EFFECTIVE DATE: December 31, 2020 
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—Established 1971— 

BROWARD COUNTY 
BOARD OF RULES AND APPEALS 

FBC 7th EDITION (2020) 
FORMAL INTERPRETATION (#11) 

DATE: July 9, 2020 
TO: All Building Officials 
FROM: James DiPietro, Administrative Director 
SUBJECT: Windows Replacement 

At its regularly scheduled meeting of July 9, 2020, the Broward County Board of Rules and 
Appeals approved the following interpretation.  

When windows are replaced they may be exempt from the Florida Building Code-Energy 

Conservation, 7th Edition (2020).  

In the Florida Building Code-Energy Conservation, 7th Edition (2020), C101.4.2 and R101.4.2 
state: “Buildings exempt from the provisions of the Florida Building Code, Energy Conservation, 
include existing buildings except those considered renovated buildings, changes of occupancy type 
or previously unconditioned buildings to which comfort conditioning is added …” 

“Renovated Buildings” is defined in C202 and R202 of the Florida Building Code-Energy 

Conservation, 7th Edition (2020) as: “A residential or nonresidential building undergoing alteration 
that varies or changes insulation, HVAC systems, water heating systems, or exterior envelope 
conditions, provided the estimated cost of renovation exceeds 30 percent of the assessed value of 
the structure.” 

Formal Interpretation: 

Considering these sections, replacement of windows (including any other renovation that may be 
going on) in an existing building that does not exceed 30 percent of the assessed value of the 
structure must comply with the requirements of the Florida Building Code, Existing Building but 
they do not need to comply with the Florida Building Code, Energy Conservation. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: July 9, 2015 
RE-ISSUED DATE: July 9, 2020 
EFFECTIVE DATE: December 31, 2020 
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—Established 1971— 

BROWARD COUNTY 
BOARD OF RULES AND APPEALS 

 
 

FBC 7th EDITION (2020) 
FORMAL INTERPRETATION (#12) 

 
 
DATE:  October 12, 2017 
TO:  All Building Officials  
FROM:  James DiPietro, Administrative Director 
SUBJECT: Mechanical Equipment Wind Load Voluntary Design Pressure Chart 
 
 
At its meeting of October 12, 2017, the Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals approved an 
interpretation of the 6th Edition (2017) FBC Existing Building, 503.1 Alteration Level 1, FMC 
301.15, and FBC Ch. 16. 
 
 
Formal Interpretation: 

a) A site-specific plan (signed and sealed) by a Florida Professional Engineer indicating the 
location of mechanical equipment and the required design pressures.  

b) A site-specific plan (not sealed) or written description, indicating the location of 
mechanical equipment accompanied by a worst-case design pressure chart (signed and 
sealed) prepared by a Florida P.E.  

c) A site-specific plan (not sealed) or written description, indicating the location of 
mechanical equipment and indicating the required design pressures based on the 
Broward County Mechanical Equipment Wind Load Voluntary Design Pressure Chart. 
(See attached chart).  

 
All permit applications must be accompanied by evidence acceptable to the AHJ that the 
mechanical equipment and its installation complies with FMC 301.15 and the design pressures as 
determined by one of the above methods.  
 
Mechanical equipment located at height more than 100 feet shall comply with FMC 301.15, have 
a site-specific design (signed and sealed) by a Florida Professional Engineer, indicating the 
location of mechanical equipment, the required design pressures and the installation method. 
 
 
 
EFFECTIVE DATE: October 9, 2015 
RE-ISSUED DATE: October 12, 2017 
EFFECTIVE DATE: January 1, 2018 
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—Established 1971— 

BROWARD COUNTY 
BOARD OF RULES AND APPEALS 

FBC 7th EDITION (2020) 
FORMAL INTERPRETATION (#13) 

DATE: July 9, 2020 
TO: All Building Officials 
FROM: James DiPietro, Administrative Director 
SUBJECT: Ceiling Grid Support for Light Fixtures 

Per NEC 410.36, when lighting fixtures are installed in acoustical ceiling grids, they must be 
securely fastened to the grid. The FBC 5th Edition Section 808.1 requires ceiling grids to be installed 
as per ASTM C635 and ASTM C636. ASTM C635 is the standard for manufacturer’s grid design. 
ASTM C635 Section 4 explains grid strength types such as light, medium and heavy duty and it 
also describes the allowable load to be applied to each grid type. ASTM C635 4.3 states the 
manufacturer is responsible for the design of the specified system. ASTM C636 explains the 
standard installation requirements. ASTM C636 Section 2.7 specifies the installation of lay in light 
fixtures in a grid ceiling. Depending on the load and the type of grid ceiling that is being used, there 
are three ways to support a lay in light fixture: 

1. By fastening it to the grid per fixture manufacturer’s instruction, NEC 410.36(B) and
ASTM C636 2.7.1 where installing a light fixture does not compromise the design or
strength of the ceiling.

2. By adding additional hanger wires on the grid at the four corners of the grid within 6” of
the fixtures where it is determined that more support is needed to support additional loads
per ASTM C636 2.7.2.

3. Per ASTM C2636 2.7.2, by independently supporting the fixtures from the grid where the
weight of the fixture is determined to be too great for the selected grid to meet the
deflection requirement.

Formal Interpretation: 

A support detail shall be provided on the Ceiling Grid Plan Pages indicating the method of support 
of lay-in light fixtures, ceiling fans, ventilator fans, and other ceiling mounted equipment or fixtures 
based on the lay-in ceiling system manufacturer’s load capabilities for the selected grid used. The 
detail shall be provided by the design Professional or the manufacturer. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: March 10, 2016 
RE-ISSUED DATE: July 9, 2020 
EFFECTIVE DATE: December 31, 2020 
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—Established 1971— 

BROWARD COUNTY 
BOARD OF RULES AND APPEALS 

FBC 7th EDITION (2020) 
FORMAL INTERPRETATION (#14) 

DATE: July 9, 2020 
TO: All Building Officials 
FROM: James DiPietro, Administrative Director 
SUBJECT: Interpretation of 7th Edition (2020) Florida Building Code Mechanical: 301.15; 

Building: 453.25.4.3.1, 453.25.4.3.2, 1609.1.1 Ex. 8; Fuel Gas: 301.10. 
Mechanical equipment wind resistance. 

At its regularly scheduled meeting of July 9, 2020, the Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals 
approved an interpretation of the following Exception to above sections: 

Wind resistance. Mechanical equipment, appliances and supports that are exposed to wind shall be 
designed and installed to resist the wind pressures determined in accordance with the Florida 
Building Code, Building. 

Exception: Exposed mechanical equipment or appliances fastened to a roof or installed in the 
ground in compliance with the code using rated stands, platforms, curbs, slabs, walls, or other 
means are deemed to comply with the winds resistance requirements of the 2007 Florida Building 
Code, as amended. Further support or enclosure of mechanical equipment or appliances is not 
required by a state or local official having authority to enforce the Florida Building Code. 

Formal Interpretation: 

1. Mechanical equipment or appliances themselves, are not required to demonstrate
compliance with the wind load requirements of the Florida Building Code and no other
shielding, sheltering, or reinforcement of the equipment of appliance is required.

2. Notwithstanding Item 1 above, the mechanical equipment or appliances shall be
adequately anchored to the rated stands, platforms, curbs, slabs, walls, or other means of
support to resist the wind loads of the 2007 Florida Building Code.

EFFECTIVE DATE: September 9, 2016 
RE-ISSUED DATE: July 9, 2020 
EFFECTIVE DATE: December 31, 2020 
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—Established 1971— 

BROWARD COUNTY 
BOARD OF RULES AND APPEALS 

FBC 7th EDITION (2020) 
FORMAL INTERPRETATION (#15) 

DATE: July 9, 2020 
TO: All Building Officials 
FROM: James DiPietro, Administrative Director 
SUBJECT: Permit requirements for Florida Building Code, Plumbing Appendix F 

At its regularly scheduled meeting of July 9, 2020, the Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals 
approved an interpretation of the Florida Building Code 7th Edition (2020), Plumbing Appendix F 
Part 1 B.1 Permits required and B.2 Exceptions. 

The interpretation is to clarify that a permit is not required for the installation of irrigation for golf 
courses. 

Formal Interpretation: 

FBC, Plumbing Appendix F Part 1: A permit is not required for the installation of irrigation systems 
for golf courses Per Part 1 A.3 Scope. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: May 12, 2017 
RE-ISSUED DATE: July 9, 2020 
EFFECTIVE DATE December 31, 2020 
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—Established 1971— 

BROWARD COUNTY 
BOARD OF RULES AND APPEALS 

FBC 7th EDITION (2020) 
FORMAL INTERPRETATION (#16) 

DATE: July 9, 2020 
TO: All Building Officials 
FROM: James DiPietro, Administrative Director 
SUBJECT: Smoke Control System testing in existing buildings undergoing Level 2 

alterations 

At its regularly scheduled meeting of July 9, 2020, the Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals 
approved an interpretation of the following FBC 7th Edition (2020) sections: 

• FBC Existing Buildings SECTION 503 ALTERATIONS, 503.21 General.
• FBC Existing Buildings 801.2 Alteration Level 1 Compliance.
• FBC Existing Buildings 701.2 Conformance.
• FMC 513.3 Special inspection and test requirements.
• FMC 513.18 Acceptance testing.
• FMC 513.19 System acceptance.
• FBC 909.3 Special inspection and test requirements.

Formal Interpretation: 

In existing buildings undergoing Level 2 alterations, including tenant improvements, the Engineer 
of Record shall state if testing of the existing Smoke Control System is required and the type of test 
to be performed. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: May 12, 2017 
RE-ISSUED DATE: July 9, 2020 
EFFECTIVE DATE: December 31, 2020 
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—Established 1971— 

BROWARD COUNTY 
BOARD OF RULES AND APPEALS 

FBC 7th EDITION (2020) 
FORMAL INTERPRETATION (#17) 

DATE: July 9, 2020 
TO: All Building Officials 
FROM: James DiPietro, Administrative Director 
SUBJECT: Acceptable testing methods for Smoke Control Systems 

At its regularly scheduled meeting of July 9, 2020, the Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals 
approved an interpretation of the following FBC 7th Edition (2020) sections: 

• FMC 513.3 Special inspection and test requirements
• FMC 513.18 Acceptance testing
• FMC 513.19 System acceptance
• FBC 909.3 Special inspection and test requirements

Formal Interpretation: 

As part of the procedures and methods to be used in testing a Smoke Control System, the Engineer 
of Record shall be able to use any measurable and certifiable method of generating smoke, including 
smoke generating machines. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: May 12, 2017 
RE-ISSUED DATE: July 9, 2020 
EFFECTIVE DATE: December 31, 2020 
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—Established 1971— 

BROWARD COUNTY 
BOARD OF RULES AND APPEALS 

FBC 7th EDITION (2020) 
FORMAL INTERPRETATION (#18) 

DATE: July 9, 2020 
TO: All Building Officials 
FROM: James DiPietro, Administrative Director 
SUBJECT: Duct sizing calculations 

At its regularly scheduled meeting of July 9, 2020, the Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals 
approved an interpretation of the following FBC 7th Edition (2020) sections: 

• FMC 603.2 Duct sizing.
• FBC Residential M1601.1 Duct design.

Formal Interpretation: 

Duct sizing calculations are not necessary to be submitted to the Authority Having Jurisdiction as 
part of the permitting process, if the design document showing duct sizes, is signed and sealed by 
the Engineer of Record or signed by the Mechanical or Air Condition Contractor, as allowed by 
Florida Statues 471 and 489. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: May 12, 2017 
RE-ISSUED DATE: July 9, 2020 
EFFECTIVE DATE: December 31, 2020 
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BROWARD COUNTY 
BOARD OF RULES AND APPEALS 

FBC 7th EDITION (2020) 
FORMAL INTERPRETATION (#19) 

DATE: July 9, 2020 
TO: All Building Officials 
FROM: James DiPietro, Administrative Director 
SUBJECT: Acceptable documents for the attachment of mechanical equipment during 

replacement 

At its regularly scheduled meeting of July 9, 2020, the Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals 
approved an interpretation of the following FBC 7th Edition (2020) sections: 

• 105.3.1.5-3 of Broward County Administrative Provisions.

Formal Interpretation: 

For the replacement of an existing mechanical system, where the work does not require altering a 
structural part of the building, or for work on a residential one-family, two-family, three-family or 
four-family structure, the Authority Having Jurisdiction shall accept documents from the following 
sources: 

1. Original signed and sealed engineered drawings.
2. Miami Dade Notice of Acceptance, complete sets of copies.
3. Florida Product Approval, complete sets of copies.
4. Equipment manufacturer’s anchoring details, showing compliance with the wind speeds

as provided by FBC 1620 for Broward County.

For commercial replacements where the work does not require altering a structural part of the 
building, the Authority Having Jurisdiction shall accept documents from the following sources: 

1. Original signed and sealed engineered drawings.
2. Miami Dade Notice of Acceptance, complete sets of copies.
3. Florida Product Approval, complete sets of copies.

EFFECTIVE DATE: May 12, 2017 
RE-ISSUED DATE: July 9, 2020 
EFFECTIVE DATE: December 31, 2020 
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FBC 7th EDITION (2020) 
FORMAL INTERPRETATION (#20) 

 
 
DATE:  July 9, 2020 
TO:  All Building Officials  
FROM:  James DiPietro, Administrative Director 
SUBJECT: Two-Way Radio Communication Enhanced Public Safety  

Signal Booster Systems. 
 
At its regularly scheduled meeting of October 12, 2017, the Broward County Board of Rules and 
Appeals approved an interpretation of Chapter 1, Section 118, titled Two-Way Radio 
Communication Enhanced Public Safety Signal Booster Systems, as follows: 
 
Plans shall be signed and sealed by a licensed professional engineer. The engineer of record shall 
be responsible for the system. The engineer of record shall specify the brand and the model number 
of the bi-directional amplifier (BDA), the antenna and the component parts. It is recognized that 
presently there is no listing approval for BDA systems by a nationally recognized testing laboratory. 
This Formal Interpretation shall remain in effect until six (6) months after the UL sets this listing 
approval. 
 
 
 
EFFECTIVE DATE: October 12, 2017 
RE-ISSUED DATE: October 13, 2017 
EFFECTIVE DATE: January 1, 2018 
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AUGUST 28, 2017 JOINT AD HOC Bl-DIRECTIONAL AMPLIFIER & ELECTRICAL 
COMMITTEE  MEETING  - MINUTES EXCERPT 

 

 
 

Rice: Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals was contacted by the County to see what we 
could do as far as looking at existing codes, what we would have to do to modify existing codes, 
what would it take so this doesn't happen again. Basically we started the BOA Committee and 
came up with a number of recommendations. Basically what we found was that the codes 
themselves were adequate. They gave us what we needed. What was not adequate was the 
follow-up and how to enforce it. So we made some changes to the administrative process for 
Broward County and we have been going forward since then. The BOA Committee was 
disbanded. I think we had one meeting a few months later just to discuss any other issues that 
came up. It has been quite a while since we've had a meeting. The reason for this meeting is 
basically we are going through the installation process and we have some obstacles to overcome. 

 
Rice: You mentioned that the code, we had changed it a few months ago, as far as the 
requirements for the plans. My question is to solve this problem, we require the plans to be signed 
and sealed by an electrical engineer with experience. He is supposed to define what BOA could 
be used. Could we write a formal interpretation to clarify this to get it out to all the building 
inspectors , the chiefs, basically defining this? If the engineer of record specifies the brand and 
the model number for that BOA, he is liable for that, he is responsible for that. There is no UL 
listing for it. I'll throw this back to the inspectors. Mr. Gray (sp? 1:40:10:0) would you accept that 
as an alternative to going out for the third-party inspection? 

 
Gray:  Absolutely. 

 
Rice: Sir from Miramar, would you accept it? 

Inaudible 

Rice: And from Fort Lauderdale, would you accept that? 

Unidentified: Yes 

Rice: From Deerfield Beach? 
 
Kropp: Yes I will. I can't specify pieces of equipment in these designs. For me to give somebody 
a list of what they can use if it is more than .. . 

 
Rice: The engineer that designed it. 

 
Kropp: What I am seeing with a lot of these submittals for permits and I do the permit reviews on 
them. I see a lot of bogus emails being sent in. I know they are bogus because when I look at 
them, they are all on solid color. They don't show the gradation of signal strength. They don't 
show the blocking of the various internal components. That's an issue that needs to be addressed 
too. 

 
Unidentified:  Next meeting.   Let's solve this one first. 

 
Kropp: Even having engineers sign those plans with those bogus drawings in there does not 
provide a proper submittal. I bounce those. 

 
Rice: I hate to rat on anybody, but I am a professional engineer and the thing that irks me more 
than anything  else to see my competition  put a piece  of trash  in, signed  and  sealed.  You know 
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what I think you should do. Send it to DPR (Department of Professional Regulation). That's the 
best thing you could do for the community. Mr. DiPietro, what about a formal interpretation? What 
is the process for doing that? 

 
DiPietro: The first answer is the short answer, yes. Hopefully the longer answer will end up at 
yes. The short answer is you can interpret anything in the code. So we put it in a code section. 
The Committee could recommend an interpretation of that code section just as you described. 
Now, since we don't' have a written document ahead of us. In other words, sometimes the 
Committee will have a proposed interpretation and the Committee adopts that. I think obviously 
what we would do as we just disclosed, somebody could move what you've said that be written 
up as an interpretation. The staff and yourself would sign off on the draft. I'll send it to the 
attorney. In our report to the board, the board would vote on this in October, we'd simply disclose 
the truth.  We had an hour and a half meeting.  A lot of people spoke.  At the end of it there was 
a general motion to put this into a formal interpretation which the Committee chair approved and 
we are presenting it tonight for review. Of course it is a public meeting and anybody can come 
and comment. That is probably the best option. There are alternatives . Another one is we do a 
draft and send it out to the joint Committee and go through a process of getting feedback. You 
have to be careful with that because under the Sunshine Law, one committee member cannot 
talk to another one. But, we could solicit comments and they all come into the staff, it's a little 
more unworkable, but you could do that. That is a second alternative. The third alternative is we 
can prepare what you said Mr. Chair and then put it on the agenda for another meeting a month 
from now and then this Committee could vote it. Any one of those would work. The Committee 
can delegate it to you and then we could run it by the attorney and put it on the agenda. 

 
Rice: First of all what I'd like to do if I could get a motion. 

 
Kropp: I make a motion that the Electrical and Ad Hoc Committee form a formal interpretation on 
allowing the BOA systems to be signed, sealed by a professional engineer and the engineer of 
record designing that system be responsible for the system as it is designed and installed. 

 
Unidentified: Can you change that slightly? 

 
Rice: The next question, ok, do you want to go the long process and have another meeting or 
authorize myself and staff, two members of staff, Mr. DiPietro, to write the report. 

 
Kropp: That is the motion I thought I just made. Maybe I worded it wrong. 

Melamed:   Ok, I second that motion. 

Unidentified: Before we vote on that, I'd like to hear from Mr. Castronovo because 

Castronovo:  No that's ok.  I'm glad we are here. 

Unidentified: Does that meet your essential request? 
 

Castronovo: No listen, it is up to the individual AHJ (Authority Having Jurisdiction). I don't sign 
on permits. I'm getting a lot of questions from the vendors . I'm getting questions from board 
members and other people and I just take it all in because I am not out in the field. I am not the 
person who signs it. My goal is to make it not just clear but uniform. I don't want you going to 
Fort Lauderdale and he saying one thing and him going, that's not what I do. I have really no, I 
mean I can give my input. I can't vote on anything on this board. So, what's happening here is 
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good. 
 
Kropp: One fear as an inspector is, that we have, is we don't want to do something and then Ken 
come knocking on our door, saying what are you guys doing. The key point is there is a lot of 
inspectors here, we are all meeting. 

 
Rice: That is the purpose of the formal interpretation. 

 
Melamed: I just want to make sure that doesn't take away the responsibility of the electrical 
inspector to ensure that the unit's ? is properly connected (inaudible - multiple people speaking) 
it only has to do with the BDA... so that it doesn't have to be UL 

 
Parks: Mr. Chairman, I believe the motion is already covered in code, what are you asking to 
interpret? 

 
Rice: I want to have a formal interpretation sent out to all of the electrical chiefs. 

Parks: That plans have to be drawn and engineer sealed? 

Rice: That's already said but basically this refers  specifically  to  BDAs.  When he specifies  the 
BOA,  that's his approval  on that BOA. 

 
Unidentified: And that is part of the inspection process. 

Rice: And the inspector would take that. 

Unidentified: And we are really asking for it to be county-wide. 

Rice: That is the purpose of the formal interpretation. 

Travers: Just remind the subcommittees that are here today a year ago we had an issue with 
mechanical equipment and we formed two special subcommittees, one structural and one 
mechanical chaired by Dan Lavrich. We used the same process to come up with ? informed 
considering wind load calculations and fastening devices, we were able to resolve it at this level. 
It went through the interpretation level, distributed to all of the municipalities in Broward County 
and it made it clear that we could do things in a standard and uniform way throughout the county. 

 
Parks: Ok, so we have a motion and it was seconded, Mr. Chairman. 

Rice: Ok, any other discussion from board members? 

Castronovo: We are just talking about BOAs. We are not talking about installation. 

Rice:  BOA only. 

Unidentified:  This eliminates the UL question. 
 

Rice: Ok, all those in favor, raise your hand and say aye. 

Rice: Ok, that is unanimous. 
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—Established 1971— 

BROWARD COUNTY 
BOARD OF RULES AND APPEALS 

FBC 7th EDITION (2020) 
FORMAL INTERPRETATION (#21) 

DATE: July 9, 2020 
TO: All Building Officials 
FROM: James DiPietro, Administrative Director 
SUBJECT: Alteration of existing smoke evacuation or smoke control systems 

At its regularly scheduled meeting of July 9, 2020, the Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals 
approved an interpretation of the following FBC 7th Edition (2020) sections: 

• FBC Existing Building, Chapter 14 Performance Compliance Methods
• FBC Building Chapter 4, Special detailed requirements based on use and occupancy
• FBC Building, Section 909 Smoke Control Systems

Formal Interpretation: 

The alteration of an existing smoke evacuation or smoke control system, including elimination; is 
possible, if all the following is provided and demonstrated to the Authority Having Jurisdiction for 
review, rejection for just cause, or acceptance: 

1. A comprehensive evaluation of the building’s life safety, fire safety, means of egress,
general safety, etc. is performed by a registered architect and/or engineer, in accordance
with Chapter 14 Performance Compliance Methods of the 2017 Florida Building Code -
Existing Building, Sixth Edition.

2. The result of the alteration or elimination is to maintain or increase the degree of public
safety, health and general welfare in existing buildings or structures. The alteration can
include the upgrade of existing safety systems and or building safety fixtures; and or the
installation of additional safety systems and or building safety fixtures in the building or
structure.

3. Any proposed work is permitted and inspected, in accordance with Florida Building Code
6th Edition (2017), Chapter 1, Administration — Broward County.

4. Smoke control systems currently required by the FBC or FFPC shall not be eliminated.

EFFECTIVE DATE: June 15, 2018 
RE-ISSUED DATE: July 9, 2020 
EFFECTIVE DATE: December 31, 2020 
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BROWARD COUNTY 
BOARD OF RULES AND APPEALS 

FBC 7th EDITION (2020) 
FORMAL INTERPRETATION (#22) 

DATE: July 9, 2020 
TO: All Building Officials 
FROM: James DiPietro, Administrative Director 
SUBJECT: Direct venting of solid fuel pizza ovens 

At its regularly scheduled meeting of July 9, 2020, the Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals 
approved an interpretation of the following FBC 7th Edition (2020) sections: 

• Florida Mechanical Code, SECTION 507 “COMMERCIAL KITCHEN HOODS”
• Broward County Administrative Provisions for the 2017 FBC (6th Edition) Section 104.32

“Alternative materials, design and methods of construction and equipment”

Formal Interpretation: 

The installation of solid fuel or combination gas and solid fuel pizza ovens without a Type 1 (grease) 
hood using direct venting as allowed in NFPA 96-2017 is acceptable if the oven is listed to be 
vented directly. The venting system shall be constructed and installed per the listing conditions of 
the oven and of the duct or chimney used for venting. This applies to ovens listed with natural draft 
or forced draft venting. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: May 10, 2019 
RE-ISSUED DATE: July 9, 2020 
EFFECTIVE DATE: December 31, 2020 
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—Established 1971— 

BROWARD COUNTY 
BOARD OF RULES AND APPEALS 

FBC 7th EDITION (2020) 
FORMAL INTERPRETATION (#23) 

DATE: July 9, 2020 
TO: All Building Officials 
FROM: James DiPietro, Administrative Director 
SUBJECT: Replacement of air conditioning (A/C) systems in flood hazard areas 

At its regularly scheduled meeting of July 9, 2020, the Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals 
approved an interpretation of the following FBC 7th Edition (2020) sections: 

• Florida Building Code, 6th Edition (2017)-Existing Building 503.1, 503.2, 701.3
and Chapter 2.

• Florida Building Code, 6th Edition (2017)-Building 1612.
• Florida Building Code, 6th Edition (2017)-Residential 322.

Formal Interpretation: 

An air conditioning (A/C) replacement by itself, does not constitute a substantial improvement as 
defined by the 2017 Florida Building Code - Existing Building, Sixth Edition, Chapter 2-
Definitions, unless performed in conjunction with another alteration, addition, or improvement of 
a building or structure, the cost of which equals or exceeds 50 percent of the market value of the 
structure, before the improvement or repair is started. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: September 13, 2019 
RE-ISSUED DATE: July 9, 2020 
EFFECTIVE DATE: December 31, 2020 

*** PLEASE POST AT YOUR PERMIT COUNTER *** 

Page 1 of 1 F.I. #23 
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—Established 1971— 

BROWARD COUNTY 
BOARD OF RULES AND APPEALS 

FBC 7th EDITION (2020) 
FORMAL INTERPRETATION (#24) 

DATE: July 9, 2020 
TO: All Building Officials 
FROM: James DiPietro, Administrative Director 
SUBJECT: Storm Drainage Sizing Conversion Charts 

At its regularly scheduled meeting of July 9, 2020, the Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals 
approved an advisory opinion as to approving storm drainage sizing conversion charts from gallons 
per minute to square footage from FBC, Plumbing Tables 1106.2,1106.3 and 1106.6. 

Formal Interpretation: 

Storm drainage conversion charts provided by Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals, Tables 
1106.2, 1106.3 and 1106.6, shall be approved as an alternate design for professional designers. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: December 31, 2020 

ATTACHMENTS: 
• Table 1106.2
• Table 1106.3
• Table 1106.6

*** PLEASE POST AT YOUR PERMIT COUNTER *** 
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TABLE 1106.2 – BROWARD  
STORM DRAIN PIPE SIZING 

 
 

  CAPACITY (sq. ft. @ 5” per hour rainfall) 
PIPE SIZE 

(inches) 
VERTICAL 

DRAIN 
SLOPE OF HORIZONTAL DRAIN 

1/16 inch per foot 1/8 inch per foot 1/4 inch per foot 1/2 inch per foot 
2 654 288 423 596 846 
3 1,673 750 1,058 1,519 2,134 
4 3,461 1,557 2,212 3,134 4,442 
5 5,980 2,250 3,173 4,500 6,365 
6 10,346 4,673 6,615 9,365 13,250 
8 21,480 9,711 13,730 19,423 27,480 

10 39,423 17,827 25,212 35,673 50,442 
12 62,923 28,461 40,250 56,923 80,519 
15 106,596 48,230 68,192 96,461 136,404 

 

 
EFFECTIVE DATE: September 13, 2019 
RE-ISSUED DATE: July 9, 2020 
EFFECTIVE DATE: January 1, 2021 
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TABLE 1106.3 – BROWARD  

VERTICAL LEADER SIZING 
 
 

SIZE OF LEADER 
(inches) 

CAPACITY 
(sq. ft. @ 5” per 

hour rainfall) 
2 577 

2 x 2 577 
1 ½ x 2 ½ 577 

2 ½ 1,038 
2 ½ x 2 ½ 1,038 

3 1,769 
2 x 4 1,769 

2 ½ x 3 1,769 
4 3,692 

3 x 4 ¼ 3,692 
3 ½ x 4 3,692 

5 6,923 
4 x 5 6,923 

4 ½ x 4 ½ 6,923 
6 10,827 

5 x 6 10,827 
5 ½ x 5 ½ 10,827 

8 23,231 
6 x 8 23,231 

 
 
 
EFFECTIVE DATE: September 13, 2019 
RE-ISSUED DATE: July 9, 2020 
EFFECTIVE DATE: January 1, 2021 
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TABLE 1106.6 – BROWARD  

HORIZONTAL GUTTER SIZING 
 
 

GUTTER DIMENSIONS 
(inches) 

SLOPE 
(inch per foot) 

CAPACITY 
(sq. ft. @ 5” per hour rainfall) 

1 ½ x 2 ½ ¼ 500 
1 ½ x 2 ½ ½ 769 

4 ⅛ 750 
2 ¼ x 3 ¼ 1,058 
2 ¼ x 3 ½ 1,673 

5 ⅛ 1,423 
4 x 2 ½ ¼ 2,038 
3 x 3 ½ ½ 3,000 

6 ⅛ 2,115 
3 x 5 ¼ 3,019 
3 x 5 ½ 4,327 

8 1/16 3,308 
8 ⅛ 4,750 

4 ½ x 6 ¼ 6,692 
4 ½ x 6 ½ 9,500 

10 1/16 6,365 
10 ⅛ 9,077 

5 x 8 ¼ 12,519 
4 x 10 ½ 20,288 

 
 
 
 
 
EFFECTIVE DATE: September 13, 2019 
RE-ISSUED DATE: July 9, 2020 
EFFECTIVE DATE: January 1, 2021 
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—Established 1971— 

BROWARD COUNTY 
BOARD OF RULES AND APPEALS 

FBC 7th EDITION (2020) 
FORMAL INTERPRETATION (#25) 

DATE: July 9, 2020 
TO: All Building Officials 
FROM: James DiPietro, Administrative Director 
SUBJECT: Required Signatures on the Broward County Uniform Building 

Permit Application 

At its regularly scheduled meeting of July 9, 2020, the Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals 
approved the Board approved an interpretation based on an advisory opinion as to the 
requirements for owner signature on permit application. 

The opinion from Charles Kramer, General Counsel to the Board of Rules and Appeals was 
dated on August 7, 2019. 

Formal Interpretation: 

An Owner’s signature is not required on a Broward County Building Permit Application as 
further established and determined under the Florida Building Code and the Florida Statutes.  

The fact that the actual permit application form provides signature space for both a Contractor 
and an Owner or Owner’s Agent does not determine that multiple signatures are required. An 
Owner may sign when acting in the capacity of an Owner as Contractor, or the Owner’s duly 
appointed Agent may sign on behalf of an Owner who has given that Agent proper authority.  

Alternatively, a Contractor may sign solely and independently from either an Owner or 
Owner’s Agent for the purpose of applying for a building permit. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: November 15, 2019 
RE-ISSUED DATE: July 9, 2020 
EFFECTIVE DATE: December 31, 2020 

*** PLEASE POST AT YOUR PERMIT COUNTER *** 

Page 1 of 11 F.I. #25 

ATTACHMENTS: 
• Broward County Uniform Building Permit Application
• Advisory Opinion from Charles Kramer, Esq.
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—Established 1971— 

BROWARD COUNTY 
BOARD OF RULES AND APPEALS 

FBC 7th EDITION (2020) 
FORMAL INTERPRETATION (#26) 

DATE: July 9, 2020 
TO: All Building Officials 
FROM: James DiPietro, Administrative Director 
SUBJECT: Swimming Pool Safety Inspections  

The Residential Swimming Pool Safety Act, Chapter 515 of the Florida Statutes requires minimum 
safety requirements for all newly constructed swimming pools. Florida Statute 515.27 for 
residential swimming pools has a list of required safety options of which one is to be chosen from. 
Section 515.29 (1)(a) through (e) requires a selection of safety options to safely protect someone 
from drowning when an unauthorized person enters the pool. The statute does not state who would 
enforce this law, only that it must be done. Chapter One of the Broward County Florida Building 
Code Section 110.3, A (Building) #24 states that the child barrier be inspected prior to the pool 
being filled with water. It is clear that section 110.3, A #24, (3) states that the child barrier inspection 
is to be carried out by the Structural Inspector. The section then states that the pool is to be filled 
with water after the Final Electrical Inspection. The final pool inspection is to be carried out only 
by the Structural Inspector. 

A Joint Electrical/Structural Committee Meeting conducted on September 9th, 2019 to discuss the 
above issue. Both Electrical and Structural Committee members voted in favor of the Florida 
building code as it is written.  

Formal Interpretation: 

All Swimming Pool Safety Act Inspections shall be performed by BORA Certified Structural 
Inspectors per section FBC Section 110.3, A, #24. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: November 14, 2019 
RE-ISSUED DATE: July 9, 2020 
EFFECTIVE DATE: December 31, 2020 

ATTACHMENT: 
• Chapter One Section110.3, A, #24, a (3). Florida Statute 515.27

*** PLEASE POST AT YOUR PERMIT COUNTER *** 

Page 1 of 1 F.I. #26 
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AGREEMENT 
Between 

BROWARD COUNTY BOARD OF RULES AND APPEALS 
and 

CHARLES M. KRAMER, ESQ. FOR LEGAL SERVICES. 

This is an Agreement (the “Agreement”), consists of seven (7) pages and is made and 
entered into by and between: 

BROWARD COUNTY BOARD OF RULES AND APPEALS, 

hereinafter referred to as “BOARD,” and 

CHARLES M. KRAMER, ESQ., (hereinafter referred to as “COUNSEL”). 
 

WHEREAS, the BOARD wishes to enter into an agreement with COUNSEL for his 
employment in connection with certain legal representation; NOW THEREFORE, 

In consideration of the mutual terms and conditions, promises, covenants and payments 
hereinafter set forth, parties agree as follows: 

ARTICLE I SCOPE OF SERVICES 
 
1.1 COUNSEL agrees to provide legal services to and on behalf of BOARD in all matters 
involving BOARD as BOARD’S General Counsel. 
 
1.2 COUNSEL is permitted to delegate the performance of services and work with other 
attorneys of similar experience (Co-Counsel), and associate attorneys (Associates)(attorneys with 
less than seven (7) years of experience in the applicable area of practice), and paralegals/legal 
assistants, in the law firm of Benson, Mucci & Weiss, P.L. 

 
ARTICLE II 

COMPENSATION: METHOD OF PAYMENT 
 
2.1 Compensation shall be paid to the COUNSEL in accordance with the terms set forth 
herein below. 
 
2.2. For professional services rendered, COUNSEL ‘s, Co-Counsel’ s and Associate’s fees 
shall be based on the hourly rate as follows: 
 
 
PROPOSED FEES: 

07/01/2020 – 
06/30/2021 

7/1/2021 
6/30/2022 

7/1/2022 
6/30/23 

 
Office and Non-Litigation 
Time (COUNSEL & Co-
Counsel) 

 
$ 130.00 /hour 

 
$ 134.00 /hour 

 
$138.00  
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(Associates) $ 110.00 /hour $ 112.00 /hour $115.00 

 
Litigation Time 
(COUNSEL &Co-
Counsel) 
 

 
$ 278.00 /hour 

 
$ 278.00 /hour 
+ CPI adjustment 

 
$ 278.00 /hour 
+ CPI adjustment for years 2 and 3 

Board and 
Committee Meetings 
(The meeting fee is 
for 3 hours) 

 

$390.00 $ 402.00 $414.00 

Each hour or fraction 
thereof in excess of 3 
hours 

$ 130.00 /hour $ 134.00 /hour $138.00 

Paralegal Time $ 110.00/hour 
standard 

 

$ 115.00 /hour 
standard 

 

$115.00/hour  
standard 

 

Travel outside Broward 
County 

$ 50.00 per hr. 
while in transit 

$50.00 per.hr. 
while in transit 

$50.00 per hr. while in transit 

 
2.3 Anticipated billings, except for litigation matters, are proposed to be no greater than 
$6,500.00 per month for the first year and adjusted thereafter annually on the anniversary date of 
this Agreement based on the table shown in Article II: Compensation: Method of Payment. Any 
amount billed in excess of 12% of those amounts on either a monthly or quarterly basis may 
require approval from the Board of Rules and Appeals at the discretion of the Administrative 
Director. In every case the monthly bill shall be paid no less than seventy-five (75%) percent) 
pending Board review. For compensation associated with litigation, the hourly rate shall be 
adjusted annually on the anniversary date using the Consumer Price Index as determined by the 
U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics and published for the month of May of that year. Said adjustment 
shall be no less than zero (0%) percent and no greater than three (3%) percent annually as 
adjusted on the anniversary date of each contract year. Any amount(s) for litigation services shall 
be provided at the agreed upon rate and are not included in anticipated billings. 
 
2.4 COUNSEL agrees that there shall be no “parallel” or duplicate billing with Co-Counsel 
or Associates meaning that multiple attorneys will not bill for the same task on the same matter 
without prior approval. 
 
2.5 COUNSEL agrees that there will be no charge for review of emails, correspondence, or other 
communication(s) received from BOARD or its administrative personnel by COUNSEL’s 
paralegal(s) or support staff. This provision shall not apply if COUNSEL or Co-Counsel is/are 
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personally unable to retrieve and review such communication(s) due to circumstances beyond 
their control and require the assistance of COUNSEL ‘s paralegal(s) or support staff. 

2.6 Review of emails, correspondence or communication received from BOARD or its 
administrative staff which are sent for the purpose of updating or informing on matters not 
requiring the direct or ongoing assistance of COUNSEL or Co-Counsel, shall be billed in 
increments of .05 hours. 

2.7 In addition to the charges for professional fees set forth in Subsection 2.2, above, 
BOARD shall reimburse COUNSEL for out-of-pocket expenses reasonably incurred in the 
course of rendering such legal services, including costs of long distance calls, printing, costs of 
copying, reproduction, secretarial overtime, computer time, and necessary travel expenses 
incurred in accordance with the requirements of Chapter 112, F.S. COUNSEL shall not charge 
for travel of attorneys within Broward County offices and pledges that it shall provide the best 
available and most appropriate lawyer in any of its office locations for the issues involved. 

2.8 COUNSEL shall submit invoices on a monthly basis for the payment of out-of-pocket 
expenses. Each invoice shall include a signed certificate listing all costs, expenses, vouchers, 
invoices and other documentary evidence that will describe in reasonable detail the basis for 
expenditures for which reimbursement is sought. 

2.9 In the event that COUNSEL, CO-COUNSEL, or ASSOCIATE(s), is/are required or 
requested to perorm any additional or extraordina1y services not herein contemplated, 
COUNSEL, CO-COUNSEL, or ASSOCIATE(s) shall be entitled to apply for additional 
compensation, the amount of which shall be subject to the approval of BOARD and no such 
additional compensation in excess of the amount herein stated shall be paid unless specifically 
authorized in advance by BOARD, in its sole discretion. 

2.10 All amounts paid by BOARD to COUNSEL shall be subject to audit by BOARD and 
Broward County. All charges incurred under this Agreement shall be due and payable only after 
services have been rendered or expenses incurred and invoice submitted. 

2.11 Payment shall be made on a monthly basis to: THE LAW OFFICE OF CHARLES M. 
KRAMER. 

ARTICLE III 
TERM AND TERMINATION OF AGREEMENT 

 
3.1 This Agreement shall commence on July 1, 2020 and shall continue until June 30, 2023. 

 
3.2 It is expressly understood and agreed that the occurrence of an Event of Default, as set 
forth in Article IV herein, will give rise to a right of termination by the non-defaulting party. 
Termination sball be upon ten (l 0) days written notice to the Defaulting Party after expiration of 
the cure period provided for in Article IV herein. In the event of termination by BOARD, 
COUNSEL shall not undertake any new work under this Agreement after receipt of notice. 
 

3.3 In the event of termination and upon receipt of written notice from BOARD of such 
termination, COUNSEL shall promptly submit an invoice to BOARD for the out-of-pocket 
expenses actually incurred and not reimbursed prior to the termination date  and  a  final  invoice 
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for all services rendered p1ior to the termination of this Agreement. Upon payment of such 
invoices by BOARD, COUNSEL shall have no further obligation to COUNSEL monetarily or 
otherwise. Likewise, COUNSEL’S obligations to the BOARD as provided for hereunder shall 
cease, except for participating in an orderly and professional transfer of such responsibilities and 
files or copies of files to the BOARD or its designee. 

 
ARTICLE IV 

DEFAULT 
 
4.1 Failure or refusal of either party to perform or do any act herein required of that party 
after thirty (30) days written notice from the non-defaulting party shall constitute a default 
(“Event of Default”). 
 
4.2 In the event of any default, in addition to any other remedy available to the non-
defaulting party, this Agreement may be terminated pursuant to Article III hereof. Such 
termination shall not waive any other legal remedies available to the non-defaulting party. 

ARTICLE V 
RECORD AUDIT AND INSPECTION 

 
5.1 COUNSEL agrees to maintain and make available all financial records, supporting 
documents, records, and any other documents pertinent to the funding under this Agreement. 
5.2 COUNSEL shall maintain such data and financial records in an accessible location and 
condition for a period of not less than three (3) years after final payment under this Agreement or 
until after final audit has been resolved, whichever is later. 
5.3 COUNSEL shall permit BOARD or its designees to audit, examine and make 
excerpts and transcripts from such records. 

ARTICLE VI 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

 
6.1 COUNSEL states that he is familiar with and will comply with the terms and conditions 
of Chapter 112, Part III, Florida Statutes (Code of Ethics), and Broward Ethics Ordinance 2015-
55, and will make himself aware and comply with any amendments thereto. 
 
6.2 COUNSEL certifies that he does not know of any facts concerning this Agreement and 
the services to be performed which constitute a violation of either ethics sections and further 
acknowledges that BOARD’S conflict of interest policy is more restrictive than the Code of 
Ethics governing attorney conduct. 

 
6.3 It is important that COUNSEL be independent and impartial in order to properly conduct 
his services to the BOARD. COUNSEL shall not act as counsel in any lawsuit or other adversary 
proceeding in which BOARD is named as an adversary party or in which COUNSEL takes an 
adverse position to the BOARD. 
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ARTICLE VII  

PUBLIC RECORDS LAW 
 
7.1 COUNSEL has been advised that the BOARD and all its activities are subject to the 
Public Records Law (Chapter 119, F.S.) and the Sunshine Law (Section 286.011, F.S.) and 
agrees to observe and comply with the requirements of said laws in performing the services 
require d hereunder. 
7.2 COUNSEL agrees that he will comply with all BOARD policies and procedures in 
observing the requirements of said laws. 

ARTICLE VIII 

INSURANCE 
 
8.1 COUNSEL will maintain in force, during the life of this Agreement, Professional 
Liability Insurance with limits not less than Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($500,000.00) each 
occurrence with the maximum deduction of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00). 

 
 

ARTICLE IX 
OWNERSHIP OF RESULTS 

 
Any interest of COUNSEL in reports, memoranda, or other’ documents prepared or 

received by COUNSEL in connection with services performed or to be performed under this 
Agreement shall be the property of  the BOARD and will be transmitted  to the BOARD or its 
designee upon request. 
 

ARTICLE X 
INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR 

 
COUNSEL is an independent contractor under this Agreement. Services provided by 

COUNSEL shall not be as an officer, employee or agent of BOARD. 
 

ARTICLE XI 
SUBCONTRACTING 

 
11.1 Neither party to this Agreement shall contract on behalf or in the name of the other party. 
Any violation of this provision shall confer no rights in favor of anyone and shall be void. 
11.2 COUNSEL is expressly prohibited form subcontracting the legal services required 
hereunder unless such subcontracting is agreed to in writing by BOARD. 

 
ARTICLE XII WAIVER 

 
The omission of either party at any time to enforce any default or right reserved to it, or to 
require performance of any of the terms, covenants or provisions hereof by the other party at the 
time designated, shall not be a waiver of any such default or right to which the party is entitled, 
nor shall it in any way affect the right of the party to enforce such provisions thereafter. 
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ARTICLE XIII 
VENUE AND WAIVER OF JURY TRIAL 

 
This Agreement shall be construed according to the laws of the State of Florida and the 
appropriate venue for any actions arising out of this Agreement, or the making of this agreement, 
shall be the Circuit Court of Broward County, Florida unless otherwise agreed in writing. To 
encourage prompt and equitable resolution of any litigation that may arise hereunder, the parties 
hereby waive any rights that either may have to a trial by jury of any such litigation. 
Alternatively, and as previously set forth herein, the parties may jointly agree to resolve any 
dispute(s) under the JAMS Streamlined Arbitration Rules and Procedures.  Any decision(s) 
rendered by JAMS shall be final and binding on the parties. 

ARTICLE XIV 
SEVERABILITY 

In the event of any term or provision of this Agreement shall be determined by appropriate 
judicial authority to be illegal or otherwise invalid, such provision shall be given its nearest legal 
meaning or construed or deleted as such authority determines, and the remainder of the 
Agreement shall be construed to be in full force and effect. 

      ARTICLE XV 
AMENDMENTS/ ASSIGNMENTS 

 
15.1 No modification, amendment or alteration in the terms or conditions of this Agreement 
shall be effective unless contained in a written document executed with the same formality and 
of equal dignity herewith. 
 
15.2 COUNSEL shall not transfer or assign any duties or obligations hereunder without the 
prior written consent of BOARD. 

ARTICLE XVI 
NOTICES 

 
Whenever either party desires to give notice unto the other, it must be given by written notice, 
sent by registered or certified United States mail, with return receipt requested, addressed to the 
party for whom it is intended, at the place last specified, and the place for giving notice shall 
remain such until it shall have been changed by written notice in compliance with the provisions 
of this paragraph. For the present, the parties designate the following as the respective places for 
giving of notice, to-wit: 

FOR BOARD: 
Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals and Administrative Director  
1 N. University Drive, Suite 3500B 
Plantation, FL 33324 

 
FOR COUNSEL: 

The Law Office of Charles M. Kramer PLLC 
5561 N. University Drive, Suite 103 
Coral Springs, FL 33067 
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~ 7 ~     For BOARD ______    For COUNSEL _____ 
 

ARTICLE XVII 
ENTIRE AGREEMENT 

 
This Agreement constitutes the entire understanding and agreement between the patties 

and no warranties, express or implied, representations, promises, or statements have been made 
by either party unless endorsed herein. 
 
 
IN WlTNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have made and executed this Agreement on the 
respective dates under each. signature: BROWARD COUNTY BOARD OF RULES AND 
APPEALS through its BOARD OF DIRECTORS, signing by and through its Chair, authorized 
to execute same by Board action on the ______ day of _______, 2020. 

 
ATTEST: 
   BROWARD COUNTY BOARD  
   OF RULES AND APPEALS 
 
   By:_________________________ 

   For BOARD 
 
   Dated:_______________________ 
 
   COUNSEL 
   By: __________________________ 
   Charles M. Kramer, Esq. 
 
   Dated: ________________________  
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                               BROWARD COUNTY 

 Board of Rules & Appeals 
   1 North University Drive, Suite 3500B, Plantation, Florida 33324 

To: Members of the Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals 

From: Administrative Director 

Date: July 9, 2020 

Re: Agreement between Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals and Charles M. Kramer, 
Esquire for legal services effective July 1st, 2020. 

DISCUSSION 

The Board attorney Charles Kramer and I have held discussions in recent weeks 
for the purpose of concluding a new agreement for legal services.  I believe the 
negotiations have been satisfactory concluded.  

In the pages to follow there is a chart that shows how the expenses have risen for 
legal services over an approximately 10 and ½ years.  Accordingly, there have 
been negotiations to ensure cost control going forward. These include a significant 
reduction in hourly rates and a commitment to place the attorney’s bills on a Board 
agenda, if they exceed $6,500 per month by a certain amount specified in the 
contract. I believe the record is clear that the director and the Board staff have 
utilize the services of the Board Attorney to a much greater degree from 2017 to 
2020 than we did in 2010 and 2012 and in years prior to those dates. Therefore, 
we are trying to structure the agreement to be more realistic as to current services 
requested by the staff and rendered by the attorney.  

ADDITIONAL INFO 
The contract has a major change in its length from a little over two years to a three-
year proposed renewal, the Board can either accept the contract as proposed or 
by motion adjust the term to be only two years. In both cases the renewal 
agreement becomes effective July 1st, 2020. 

Respectfully submitted, 

James DiPietro 

G:\SHARED\2020 BR&A\BOARD AGENDA\7. Jul 9\Item 8 - Legal agreement\MEMO.docx 
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TOTAL EXPENSES 2000 THRU 2020

Three (3) years budgeted expenses for account #547020 
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AGREEMENT 

Between 

BROWARD COUNTY BOARD OF RULES AND APPEALS 

and 

CHARLES M. KRAMER, ESQUIRE 

FOR 

LEGAL SERVICES. 

This is an Agreement (the" Agreement"), consists of eight (8) pages and is made and entered into 
by and between: 

and 

BROW ARD COUNTY BOARD OF RULES AND APPEALS, hereinafter referred to as 
"BOARD," 

CHARLES M. KRAMER, ESQ., (hereinafter refened to as "COUNSEL"). 

WHEREAS, the BOARD wishes to enter into an agreement with COUNSEL for his employment 
in connection with certain legal representation; NOW THEREFORE, 

In consideration of the mutual temis and conditions, promises, covenants and payments 
hereinafter set forth, parties agree as follows: 

ARTICLE I 

SCOPE OF SERVICES 

1.1 COUNSEL agrees to provide legal services to and on behalf of BOARD in all matters 
involving BOARD as BOARD'S General Counsel. 

l .2 COUNSEL is petmitted to delegate the perfonnance of services and work with other 
attorneys of similar experience (Co-Counsel), and associate attorneys (Associates)(attomeys with 
less than seven (7) years of experience in the applicable area of practice), and paralegals/legal 
assistants, in the law firm of Benson, Mucci & Weiss, P.L. 

-]- ForBOARD� For COUNSELl/fl---------
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7953 475237 526 22.00
157.8 78.9

11 368.20
0 694.8 0 0 0 447.10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 22.00 0.00

Total 1,163.90 

7967 475240 105.20             78.90                26.30             105.20           515.01           78.90             447.10           105.20           
473.40 184.10           52.60             52.60             

52.60                315.60           105.20           105.20 210.40           
78.90                26.30             78.90             52.60 210.40           
78.90                78.90             78.90             

157.80 52.60             
394.50           

105.20             920.50             1,078.30       157.80           515.01           341.90           157.80 920.50           105.20           -                 - -                  - -                 - -              
Total 4,302.21 

7968 475243 111.20           
0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 111.20 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Total 111.20 

8152 490852 473.40           225.00           
- - -                 - -                 473.40           - - -                 - 225.00 -                  - -                 - -              

Total 698.40 

8153 490855 2,912.10          157.80           620.21           341.90           114.30 368.20           762.70           263.00           315.60           789.70           
- 2,912.10          -                 157.80           620.21           341.90           114.30 368.20           -                 - -                 762.70           263.00           315.60           789.70           

Subtotal 6,645.51 

Total 5,515.79 

8154 490861 500.40           
- - -                 - -                 - - - -                 500.40           -                 - -                 - -                 -              

Total 500.40 

8216 490863 1,885.50       
- - -                 - -                 - - - -                 - -                 - -                 - 1,885.50       -              

Total 1,885.50 

8217 490865 105.20             315.60 26.30             973.10           210.40 370.60           1,656.90       
105.20             315.60             -                 26.30             -                 973.10           210.40 -                 - -                 - 370.60           -                 - 1,656.90       -              

Total 3,658.10 

8403 498087 78.90             1,630.60       1,604.30 604.90           
- - -                 78.90             -                 1,630.60       1,604.30                -                 - -                 - 604.90           -                 - -                 -              

Total 3,918.70 
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8404 498088 348.60           526.00                    
-                   -                    -                 -                 -                 348.60           526.00                    -                 -                 -                 -                 -                  -                 -                 -                 -              

Total 874.60                   

8587 508314 77.00             447.10                    
341.90                    
867.90                    
736.40                    

157.8
11.00                      

0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 77.00 2,562.10 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Total 2,639.10               

8588 508316
157.80             78.90             515.01           578.60           105.20                    78.90             210.40        

78.90               105.20           52.60             78.90                      52.60             78.90          
52.60               26.30             105.20           52.60                      473.40           420.80        
52.60               26.30             52.60                      105.20        
33.00               52.60                      

52.60                      
263.00                    
657.50                    

26.30                      
26.30                      
52.60                      
26.30                      
26.30                      

341.90                    
210.40                    
105.20                    

374.90             -                    -                 210.40           515.01           762.70           2,130.30                -                 -                 -                 -                 604.90           -                 -                 -                 815.30       
Total 5,413.51               

9108 531895 486.55             92.05                      
276.15             512.85                    

26.30                      
78.90                      

355.05                    
276.15                    

26.30                      
16.50                      

236.70                    
11.00                      

210.40                    
144.65                    

762.70             -                    -                 -                 -                 -                 1,986.85                -                 -                 -                 -                 -                  -                 -                 -                 -              
Total 2,749.55               verified

9109 531896 13.15               157.80             13.15             65.75             257.50           223.55           578.60                    52.60             
11.00             39.45                      78.90             

144.65             26.30                13.15             499.70                    368.20           
52.60               249.85             13.15             52.60                      

170.95             11.00                13.15             22.00                      
105.20             26.30                26.30             22.00                      
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39.45               92.05                26.30             26.30 
13.15               289.30 197.25           13.15 
65.75               223.55 16.50             13.15 

170.95             144.65 407.65           78.90 
236.70             263.00 184.10           26.30 

13.15               210.40 16.50             13.15 
184.10             105.20 11.00             26.30 

39.45               157.80 26.30             13.15 
131.50             65.75                52.60             276.15 

26.30               79.80                26.30             78.90 
13.15               39.45                13.15             184.10 
65.75               13.15                92.05             65.75 

210.40             26.30             170.95 
55.00               52.60             26.30 

39.45             11.00 
13.15               105.20 

210.40             26.30 
26.30               78.00 
26.30               13.15 
11.00               39.45 

13.15 
13.15 

2,038.50 2,155.35          13.15             76.75             257.50           1,477.35       2,526.30                -                 - -                 - 499.70           -                 - -                 -              
Total 9,044.60 verified

9232 189.36             220.92 205.14           31.56             3.16               189.36 39.60             220.92           15.78             
1,260.40          63.12                47.34             47.34             205.14 47.34 

31.56 31.56                31.56             142.02           15.78 
31.56               85.80                63.12             110.46           63.12 
31.56               299.82 47.34             157.80 

441.84             189.36 15.96             110.46 
15.78               126.24 31.56             15.78 
94.68               126.24 94.68             15.78 
15.78               173.58 47.34             15.78 
15.78               63.12                63.12             47.34 
63.12               126.24           13.20 

284.04             31.56             31.56 
94.68               31.56             31.56 
31.56               31.56             15.78 
15.78               31.56             
94.78               63.12             
52.80               
15.78               
31.56               
63.10               

205.14             
457.62             
441.84             
220.92             
426.06             
284.04             

31.56               
31.56               
94.68               

520.07             
47.34               

410.28             
299.82             
694.32             
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7,860.71 1,379.76          347.16           31.56             -                 918.58           928.44 -                 - 39.60             -                 268.26           -                 15.78             -                 -              
Total 11,789.85              verified

9234 578.60 

499.70 

184.10 

- - -                 - -                 - 1,262.40                -                 - -                 - -                  - -                 - -              
Total 1,262.40                verified
Total 11,247.21       8,378.11          1,438.61       991.51           1,907.73       7,792.23       14,009.19              1,288.70       105.20           651.20           225.00           3,111.06        263.00           331.38           4,354.10       815.30        

9515 105.2 26.30 184.10 78.9
236.70 22.00 33.00
210.40 78.90 52.60
341.90 52.60
184.10
157.80

26.30
157.80

52.60
22.00
26.30

78.9
26.30
52.60

263.00
52.60
26.30
52.60

105.20
52.60
52.60
52.60
26.30
26.30
26.30
52.60
78.90
52.60
52.60

105.20
631.20

26.30
24.86

3,439.56 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 179.80 184.10 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 164.50 0.00 0.00
Total 3,967.96                

9520 144.00
67.50
26.30

184.10
447.10
869.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Total 869.00 
11,496.90       

74,154.69     Grand total
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From: Dipietro, James
To: Boselli, Ruth; Kong, Maria
Subject: FW: pay ranges - for county legal staff
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2020 12:01:22 PM

FYI
 
 

From: Dipietro, James 
Sent: Thursday, May 14, 2020 11:47 AM
To: 'Chuck Kramer' <ckramer@bmwlawyers.net>
Subject: FW: pay ranges - for county legal staff
 
Chuck. Thank you for the call the other day on the topic of contract renewal. I have some initial
feedback  for your to consider.
 
Please look the info below over. I was giving some thought to the idea that we should discuss and
negotiate a flat 20 hours to 25 hour per week amount for BORA legal services , after considering the
county attorney pay classifications below, and then having some after the fact BORA vote on the bills
for work authorized above the 20 to 25 hours per week. What do you think of the concept?
 
In the days ahead I will forward some additional data , much of it you have seen before, but our
support needs another few days to gather and send to you. Thank you very much for your time and
consideration. Jim
 
954-931-2393 (cell)
 

From: Dipietro, James 
Sent: Thursday, May 14, 2020 11:29 AM
To: Cuervo, Mary <MCUERVO@broward.org>
Subject: FW: pay ranges
 
Thank you.
 

From: Cuervo, Mary <MCUERVO@broward.org> 
Sent: Wednesday, May 13, 2020 5:18 PM
To: Dipietro, James <JDIPIETRO@broward.org>
Subject: RE: pay ranges
 
Yes,
Here you go:
 
Asst County Atty             

$69,999.90 $199,999.90
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Deputy County Attorney
$150,000.03 $283,000.02

 
 
 

From: Dipietro, James <JDIPIETRO@broward.org> 
Sent: Wednesday, May 13, 2020 5:13 PM
To: Cuervo, Mary <MCUERVO@broward.org>
Subject: Re: pay ranges
 
Are there ranges for ACA and DCA? 

Sent from my iPhone
 

On May 13, 2020, at 4:49 PM, Cuervo, Mary <MCUERVO@broward.org> wrote:

﻿
Pls see below:
 
NA166
ATTORNEY
E
PG118
$66,505.71
$106,143.02
 
NA167
ATTORNEY, SENIOR
E
PG120
$76,855.79
$122,662.18
 
mary
 
 

From: Dipietro, James <JDIPIETRO@broward.org> 
Sent: Wednesday, May 13, 2020 4:29 PM
To: Cuervo, Mary <MCUERVO@broward.org>
Subject: RE: pay ranges
 
Mary, thank you for the quick response to my e-mail.  Can I get the pay ranges for
those two titles you mentioned as well? The BORA attorney contract is coming up soon
and the information will help me to sort out how to handle with my BORA Board. Jim
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954-931-2393 (cell)
 

From: Cuervo, Mary <MCUERVO@broward.org> 
Sent: Wednesday, May 13, 2020 4:25 PM
To: Dipietro, James <JDIPIETRO@broward.org>
Subject: RE: pay ranges
 
Those are the only attorney positions here besides the Assistant County Attorney, and
Deputy County Attorney.  Hope you are well.
mary
 

From: Dipietro, James <JDIPIETRO@broward.org> 
Sent: Wednesday, May 13, 2020 2:57 PM
To: Cuervo, Mary <MCUERVO@broward.org>
Subject: pay ranges
 
Hello Mary. For the attorney classifications and pay scale I see NA 166, attorney and NA
167 attorney, senior. What are the other titles and ranges?  I would like to compare to
the BORA attorney rates. Thank you. Jim
 
Jim DiPietro
Administrative Director
Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals
1 North University Drive, Suite 3500 B
Plantation Fl 33324
954-931-2393 (cell)
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Broward County Pay Ranges /  
 
NA166 ATTORNEY \E PG118 
Minimum YEAR $66,505.71- Hour $31.97 
Maximum YEAR $106,143.02 – Hour $51.03 

NA167 ATTORNEY, SENIOR \E PG120 
Minimum YEAR $76,855.79 – Hour $36.95 
Maximum YEAR $122,662.18 – Hour $58.97 

ASST COUNTY ATTY 
Minimum YEAR $69,999.90 – Hour $33.65 
Maximum YEAR $199,999.90 – Hour $96.15 
 
DEPUTY COUNTY ATTORNEY 
Minimum YEAR $150,000.03 – Hour $72.11 
Maximum YEAR $283,000.02 – Hour $136.05 
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                              BROWARD COUNTY 

 Board of Rules & Appeals 
   1 North University Drive, Suite 3500B, Plantation, Florida 33324 

To: 

From: 

Date: 

Re: 

Members of the Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals 

Administrative Director 

July 9, 2020 

Requested Ratification by the Administrative Director for the Appointment 
of the new Chief Code Compliance Officer – Energy  

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that the Board of Rules and Appeals approve, by motion, the appointment of 
Mr. Timothy de Carion as the Board of Rules and Appeals new Chief Code Compliance Officer 
Energy, pursuant to the terms and conditions of the attached letter dated May 29, 2020. 

REASONS 

The Chief Code Compliance Officer – Energy position was advertised in the Sun-Sentinel on 
December 8, 2020 in print and for a month online. This position was also posted at 
govermentjobs.com for one month and posted on our agency’s website. In addition, the job 
advertisement was mailed out to all the Mechanical and Electrical plan’s examiners within 
Broward County.  Seven individuals applied, one was un-qualified, one withdrew his application 
and five were selected to be interviewed. All applicants were interviewed on February 28, 2020 
by an independent screening committee. Mr. Tim de Carion was recommended by the committee 
as their top choice by scoring 323 points and favored as top choice by the scores of three of the 
five panel members. Due to COVID-19, bringing forth this recommended appointment to the 
Board was delayed to the July 2020 Board meeting, our first session since March. 

This is a new position in the history of the Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals which will 
be responsible for the enforcement of the Energy Conservation volume of the Florida Building 
Code. When Miami-Dade County first funded a similar position several years ago, they discovered 
that the Energy Code was not being properly enforced throughout the county resulting in a large 
amount of energy being lost. I believe Mr. de Carion has the background and experience to help 
lead the Board in the active review of this integral part of the Florida Building Code,  and that he 
can help ensure that the cities and the county are properly approving plans to enhance energy 
conservation. In my view, Mr. de Carion has the professional background experience, and 
temperament to be an integral part of the Board of Rules and Appeals team and the ability to work 
well with Building Officials, contractors, industry personnel and the public. He was approved by 
vote of the Board of Rules Appeals as Chief Mechanical Inspector on October 20, 2005 with the 
Town of Davie, and he currently remains in that position, on numerous occasions Mr. de Carion 
has served as the interim Building Official. In 2004 and in prior years, he was the Mechanical 
Plans Examiner (1998-2004) and Mechanical Inspector for the same town. From 1992 to 2002, 
Mr. de Carion served as Teacher/Instructor for the Dade County School Board & Local Union 725 

1



Air Conditioning/Refrigeration & Pipe Fitting Apprenticeship School. The candidate was also a 
Mechanical Inspector with Metro Dade County from 1993 to 1994 and prior years served in 
different positions in the private sector. 
 
Mr. de Carion’s current certifications include being a Certified Building Code Administrator, holds 
the ICC Certified Commercial Energy Inspector and Certified Residential Energy Inspector/Plans 
Examiner and he is a Certified Mechanical Contractor, State Certified Building Official, Mechanical 
Plans Examiner, and Inspector.  
 
Mr.  de Carion is well known throughout the industry and well respected by his peers. He taught 
apprentice students for approximately 10 years. He was also an instructor at the BOIEA annual 
conference. 
 
The Screening Committee felt that Mr. de Carion’s interview was outstanding, at which time he 
displayed an exceptional understanding of the Board of Rules Appeals goals and objectives. We 
all believe Tim was a good communicator, that he presented himself very well and he is very 
knowledgeable of what needs to be accomplished with this new position. I have had one member 
of the BORA code compliance staff tell me that in his opinion, Tim is one of the few people in 
Broward County properly enforcing the energy code. 
 
Based upon his background, I believe he will have a shorter learning curve than many others in 
assuming this first-time position with the Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals. Mr. de 
Carion has the ability in my judgment to help move us forward in our efforts towards achieving 
greater uniformity in the application of the Building Code throughout Broward County.  
 
For the above reasons, Mr. Tim de Carion is my choice to fill the position of Chief Energy Code 
Compliance Officer, and I therefore respectfully request your ratification of his appointment.  
  
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION  
 
The panel participants included:  Dave Rice, Member of the Board of Rules and Appeals who 
served as Chair, Brian Lomel, P.E, Jack Mitchell, P.E, Pete Quintela who is the Energy Building 
Code Specialist for Miami Dade County, and Rolando Soto, Mechanical CCCO. 
 
Mr. de Carion will receive an annual salary of $106,750 and, following 26 weeks of service, a 
merit review which may result up to a $1,750 increase culminating in a revised salary of $108,500. 
Tim will assume this position on August 10, 2020. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 

 
James DiPietro 
 
 
G:\SHARED\2020 BR&A\BOARD AGENDA\6. Jun 11\Energy hiring\Agenda NewHire.docx 
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 BROWARD COUNTY 

 Board of Rules & Appeals  
 1 North University Drive, Suite 3500B, Plantation, Florida 33324 

To: 

Date: 

Re: 

Members of the Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals 

May 14, 2020 

FY 2021 Budget (October 1, 2020 – September 30, 2021)   

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that the Board of Rules and Appeals authorize, by motion, an operating budget for 
Fiscal Year (FY) 2021 in the amount of $2,106,154. This is the amount provided by Broward County in 
the “core budget” allocation for personnel services and operating expenses. In addition, the Board of 
Rules and Appeals is requested to approve $89,849 for capital expenditures and $60,000 for a grant 
to support small cities e-permitting between the cities and the county.  Therefore, the total budget 
request is $2,256,003. In comparing the FY 20 adopted budget of $2,244,250 with the FY21 requested 
budget of $2,256,003 there is an increase of $11,753 or 0.5%.   

REASONS 

As of April 2020, the BORA fund balance is officially $8,286,250 and it’s anticipated to increase this 
year by $245,476 for a total of $8,531,726 or about 3% (2.96%) by September 30th, 2020, even with 
reduced revenues in FY20 resulting from the Coronavirus situation (COVID-19). 

We agree with the County’s Budget Office that the monies provided in the core budget and capital items 
requested are sufficient for operating purposes for the Board of Rules and Appeals for fiscal year 2021. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

A. Revenue Impact of COVID-19
Over the course of FY 2021, 2022 and 2023 revenues are forecast to decrease as a result of
the COVID-19 situation by $1,345,245. The fund balance as of September 30th, 2023 is
projected to be $ 6,941,005. (please see page 10)

Although revenues are declining as a result of the COVID-19 economic slowdown, no rate
increases are anticipated for the foreseeable future. This belief results from our substantial
financial reserves which are a result of the rate recommendation decisions that the Board of
Rules and Appeals decided by a series of votes over the last 11 years.
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B. Revenues in General.
A history of municipal fees received and projected for each year since 2007 is listed below:

FY 2007 Actual $1,596,990 
FY 2008 Actual $   976,551 
FY 2009 Actual $   860,298 
FY 2010 Actual $   962,560 
FY 2011 Actual $1,172,469 
FY 2012 Actual $1,550,833 
FY 2013 Actual $1,860,839 
FY 2014 Actual $2,208,817 
FY 2015 Actual $2,541,382 
FY 2016 Actual $2,872,666 
FY 2017          Actual      $3,212,168 
FY 2018 Actual             $3,496,287 
FY 2019 Actual $ 3,742,517 
FY 2020 Estimated $ 2,089,400 
FY 2021 Projected    $ 1,316,300 

Please note that in the figures above 2008 revenues are approximately 31% less than FY 2007 
revenues and FY 2009 revenues are 46% less than FY 2007. This illustrates how quickly income 
can drop in an economic recession. 

C. Expenses in General
Personnel Services, including salaries and employee benefits, will be $1,600,044 in FY 2021
compared to $1,457,200 in the FY 2020 adopted budget. This represents an increase of
$142,844, or 9.8%, primarily reflecting the fact that an employee was hired at almost 50% of the
pay range as authorized by Board of Rules and Appeals’ vote yet the monies contained in the
prior fiscal year were budgeted for an entry level salary position. Therefore, in the following FY
2021 salary figures were adjusted to reflect the true salary of all employees. The determination
of salary adjustments is usually considered following the completion of the Broward County
budget process in September. Therefore, this matter will be reviewed in the last quarter of the
calendar year.

Operating Expenses, in FY 2021 will be $598,010 as compared to $617,200 in the FY 2020
adopted budget, a decrease of $19,190 or 3.1%, primarily reflecting a reduction of $18,860 in
the Cost Allocation Chargeback account for services provided by Broward County.

The requested Capital Expense Outlay in FY 2021 is $148,850 as compared to $172,350 in FY
2020 a decrease of $22,501, or 1.5%.This decrease is primarily the result of no monies being
budgeted in FY 21 for furniture as the project was scheduled for completion in the current fiscal
year 2020 saving $15,900. Last year, the Board of Rules and Appeals approved of a grant
program for both large and small cities, which was not contained in the final adopted Broward
County budget. We are expecting approval this year for a revised program which will be limited
to smaller sized jurisdictions. This program will reimburse the cities for equipment necessary
($7,500 x 8 local jurisdictions) to allow customer access for one-time non-recurring expenses
to host county and city e-permitting system communication (each payment is subject a BORA
board reimbursement authorizing vote). Included in the capital budget are funds that relate to
book purchases for the beginning of the 3-year code cycle which begins at midnight on
December 31st, 2020.  For more detailed information on the Fiscal Year 2020 Capital Expenses
requested. (please see page 11)
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D. Forms and the Budgeting Process
Attached you will find standard forms requested by Broward County’s Budget Office as part of
their annual budget development process.

E. Conclusion
The recommended budget includes adequate funding for operating expenses and substantial
reserves which are sufficient to weather the current financial economic storm. Accordingly, the
FY 2021 budget is submitted for your consideration and requested approval.

Respectfully Submitted, 

James DiPietro 
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BORA Budget FY 2021 
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Core

FY19 FY20 FY21 FY21 FY21
Actuals Budget Budget Budget Budget

Final Final OMB Core Working Working
YearTotal YearTotal Ongoing Ongoing Comments

686165.8 9044300 596110 596110
A_511010 Fleet Svcs-Motor Pool Chrgbk 25738.75 26920 26860 26860
A_511040 Cty Svcs-Print Shop 4000 4000 4000

A_512010 Prof Svcs-Auto Sys-Doors 1500
Funds moved to 512770 per agency request.

A_512140 2868.76
A_512730 Prof Svcs-Software Supp-Maint 637.5 4250 4250 4250
A_512770 Prof Svcs-Temp Personnel 671.2 35000 36600 36600 increased per agency request.
A_519010 Tvl-Airfare 314
A_519030 Tvl-Hotels 8603.28
A_519040 Tvl-Mileage 871.72
A_519050 Tvl-Meals 2011
A_519060 Tvl-Oth Allowbl Incidntl Csts 3258.84
A_519070 Tvl-Conference Registration 170
A_519080 Tvl-Educational Course Fee 2856.13
A_519TRV Travel 28800 28800 28800
A_520010 Comm Svcs-Landline Svcs 163.83 260 230 230
A_520030 2313.67
A_520040 Comm Svcs-E911 Dispatch 300 300 300
A_520080 Comm Svcs-Wireless-Cellular 1836.26 5050 4550 4550
A_522010 Frt-Postage Cost 2406.45 1800
A_526010 Rntl-Lsg- Rental Office-Bldgs 81890 81900 81900 81900
A_526020 Rntl-Lsg- Other Equipment 7210.87 7000 7000 7000
A_530701 Oth Ins-Self Insurance 560 580 740 740
A_540050 RM-Equipment Maint 100 100 100
A_545010 Printing Services 1985.19 500 500 500
A_546010 Prmtl Act-Advertising 5385.27 2500 2500 2500
A_547020 Chrg-Commissions and Fees 195008.54 65000 65000 65000
A_547030 Chrg-Credit Card fees 63.61 200 200 200
A_552020 Cost Allocation Chargeback 111710 78320 59460 59460
A_552310 Office Supplies 11119.53 12240 12240 12240

A_555730 Chemicals-Other 100
Funds moved to 512770 per agency request.

A_556110 Professional Dues-Memberships 5255.76 4330 4330 4330
A_556120 Subscriptions 1678.28 1150 1150 1150
A_556310 Training 177079.08 255400 255400 255400
A_560310 Machinery-Equip GT $1,000 23000
A_560320 Replacement Equipment 8188.55 20400
A_560360 Communication Equipment 1000
A_560370 Computer Hardware 9088.5 7500
A_565010 Books and Lib Mat 14495.06 88950
A_567010 726.17
A_597060 Other Restricted Reserves 100000
A_597430 Reserve-Revenue Stabilization 8186250

686165.8 758050 596110 596110

BORA EXPENSES FY 21
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Budget Working Core FY21

No_BL No_BL No_BL No_BL No_BL No_BL No_BL No_BL - No_BL
No_PE No_PE No_PE No_PE No_PE No_PE No_PE Total Salary - Total Pay Element

BegBalance BegBalance BegBalance BegBalance BegBalance BegBalance BegBalance YearTotal - YearTotal
Position_Status Job_Class Emp_Status Cap_Status Salary_Grade Days_Vacant Emp_Number Salary Amount Budgeted Salary Total Compensation

Active R&A CHIEF CODE COMP OFF - Z9760 1-FT Cap Z6460 1000249481 119921 119921 153403.0565
Active R&A CHIEF CODE COMP OFF - Z9760 1-FT Cap Z6460 1000239028 111418 111418 143399.277
Active R&A CHIEF CODE COMP OFF - Z9760 1-FT Cap Z6460 1000328381 107412 107412 138686.218
Active ADMINISTRATIVE SPEC - NA146 1-FT Cap PG112 1000281776 52897 52897 74549.3205
Active R&A ADMIN DIRECTOR - Z9767 1-FT Cap Z8383 1000036372 164442 164442 209602.309
Active R&A CHIEF CODE COMP OFF - Z9760 1-FT Cap Z6460 1000179785 121693 121693 155487.8145
Active R&A ADMIN COORD II - Z9766 1-FT Cap Z6430 1000161959 74220 74220 99635.83
Active R&A CHIEF CODE COMP OFF - Z9760 1-FT Cap Z6460 1000209897 132369 132369 168048.1285
Active ADMINISTRATIVE SPEC - NA146 1-FT Cap PG112 1000282179 49051 49051 70024.5015
Active R&A CHIEF CODE COMP OFF - Z9760 1-FT Cap Z6460 1000290481 113909 113909 146329.9385
Active ADMINISTRATIVE SPEC - NA146 1-FT Cap PG112 1000296587 47445 47445 68135.0425
Active R&A CHIEF CODE COMP OFF - Z9760 1-FT Cap Z6460 119 82938 82938 109892.557
Active 1025 12 12 771119 119 1177715 1177715 1537193.994

BORA Personnel  FY 21

9
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Revenues and Expenses Projection FY20  - FY 23 

FY20 FY21 FY22 FY23
REVENUES 2,199,400 1,364,300 1,811,000 2,328,340
Pers expenses 1,086,001 1,600,044 1,664,050 1,730,612
Non Pers EXPENSES 738,827 506,110 521,290 536,930
Capital 129,096 149,849 80,000 60,000
total expenses+capital 1,953,924 2,256,003 2,265,340 2,327,542
SURPLUS 245,476 -891,703 -454,340 798

Revenues account projection 
FY20 FY21 FY22 FY23

Municipal Fees 2,089,400 1,316,300 1,776,000 2,298,340
6110 Int earnings 110,000 48,000 35,000 30,000
GRAND TOTAL 2,199,400 1,364,300 1,811,000 2,328,340
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Broeard County Board of Rules and Appeals 
Capital Budget Request FY 2020

4/8/2020

Capital Budget Request

Account
quantity unit total

560370 Computer Hardware Extra large display monitor  for library 8,000 8,000
Subtotal 8,000

565010 Books quantity unit total
Loaner library for potential new inspectors and plans examiners ( 26 x 325) 26.00 325 8,450

Loaner library program for Building Code Administrators  (4 x 1,700) 4.00 1,700 6,800

30 - Florida Fire Prevention code - 7th edition - for Board members , BORA attorney and staff 30.00 285 8,550

1- Florida Fire Prevention code -7th edition for County Attorney Office 1.00 285 285

32- Florida Prevention code 7th edition for cities and County 32.00 285 9,120

30- Florida Building Code 7th edition for Board members, BORA attorney and staff 30.00 550 16,500

1 -Florida Building Code 7th Edition for County Attorney Office 1.00 550 550

32- Florida Building Code -7th edition for Cities and County 32.00 550 17,600

7- electronic copy of the Florida Building Code 7th edition for staff and board members 7.00 550 3,850

32 - National Electric Code 2017 handbooks for Cities and staff 32.00 94 3,008

12- National Electric Code 2017 Handbooks, for Board members and staff 12.00 94 1,128

32 - ASHRAE 188-2018 Standard 188 2018 - Legionella 32 94.00 3,008
Other publications for staff , State statutes, NEC, ICC  Codes reference and standards 3,000 3,000

BOOKS SUB-TOTAL 81,849

GRAND TOTAL 89,849

FY 2021 - Request Justification

C:\Users\rboselli\Documents\Budget 2021\FY-2021- Capital BudReq
Page 1 of 1 4/8/2020
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Board of Rules and Appeals – Organizational Chart - Fiscal Year 2021 

Citizens of  
Broward County 

Broward County Commission Broward League of Cities 

Board of Rules and Appeals 

Administrative Director 
Secretary to the Board 

Code Compliance Officers Office Staff 

Electrical 

Fire Code 

Mechanical 

Plumbing 

Structural 

Structural 

Administrative Specialist 

 Administrative Specialist 

Administrative Coordinator 

Administrative Specialist 

 Energy  

1.1 

FY 2021 
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BORA Vehicle Assignments – FY 2020 

  OVA   Next Time to be OVA assigned 

 Car Ownership Employee    Car#  Make/Model (midsize) Year Mileage (*)  (Y/N)     replaced by  Annual Contribution 

BORA  *Rolando Soto    2322  Ford Fusion 2015 18,640  N BORA N/A 

BORA Ted Fowler     2319   Dodge Avenger 2012 62,670   N BORA N/A 

BORA Ken Castronovo   BR01  Ford Fusion Hybrid 2018 28,068    Y BORA $1,560 

BORA Mike Guerasio  2323  Ford Fusion Hybrid 2017 34,418    Y BORA $1,560 

BORA **Bryan Parks  2320  Ford Fusion 2015 34,731  Y BORA N/A 

County Otto Vinas  2321  Ford Fusion Hybrid 2015  65,052    Y BORA *** $1560 

BORA Energy 

Millage updated  4/6/2020 

* Employees who reside outside of Broward County cannot have a take home vehicle.

** This employee pre-date BORA requirement for employee to contribute $1,560 towards the cost of a take-home vehicle. 

*** County paid for vehicle, but BORA paid for the difference in price for the hybrid version. 
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BORA SUPPLEMENT REQUEST  
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SUPPLEMENT 46 Screens from Budget Program Proposal 

Impact of not funding this level will mean that the small cities will have to cover the entire e-
permitting effort without any subsidies from the Board of Rules and Appeals - $7,500 of financial 
support is a significant amount of funds for a small or medium size jurisdictions having a population 
of 50,000 or less. Without this level of support they will be less likely to join the program ..
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BROWARD COUNTY BOARD OF RULES & APPEALS 
SEPTEMBER 12, 2019  
MEETING MINUTES  

Call to Order 
Chairman Daniel Lavrich called a published meeting of the Broward County Board of 
Rules and Appeals to order at 7:00 p.m. The meeting was held in Room 422 of the 
Broward County Governmental Center East, 115 S. Andrews Avenue, Fort Lauderdale, 
Florida.   

Present: 

Daniel Lavrich, Chair 
Stephen E. Bailey, Vice Chair 
Jeffrey Lucas 
Ron Burr 
John Famularo 
Robert A. Kamm 
Abbas H. Zackria 
Dennis A. Ulmer 
Daniel Rourke 
David Rice 
James Terry  
Jeff Falkanger 

Approval of Minutes – June 13, 2019 

Mr. Lucas made a motion and Mr. Bailey seconded the motion to approve the minutes 
as submitted.  The motion carried by unanimous vote of 12-0. 

AGENDA AMENDMENT 

Mr. Lucas made a motion and Mr. Rice seconded the motion to approve a modification 
to the agenda, adding “Declaration of surplus property for outdated Building and Fire 
Code books and other code reference publications”.  The motion carried by unanimous 
vote of 12-0.   

CONSENT AGENDA 

1. Certifications - Staff Recommended.
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Board Meeting Minutes September 12, 2019 8 

Mr. Zackria noticed scupper sizing which was previously in the code is missing.  He 
asked staff to follow up.  Mr. Bailey believed that the last column in the Storm Drain 
Pipe Sizing Table should be titled,  ½ inch.  With respect to the scupper sizing, there 
was consensus for this item to be presented to the Plumbing Committee at their 
upcoming joint meeting with the Electrical Committee.   

A motion was made by Mr. Terry and seconded by Mr. Bailey to approve the item as 
recommended along with the Storm Drain Pipe Sizing Table title correction noted 
above.  The motion passed by unanimous vote of  12-0. 

6. Agreement with Johnson Structural Group to provide cursory random plan review
at building departments throughout Broward County for a 2-year period, not to
exceed a total cost of $34,800

a. Recommendation of Administrative Director

Mr. James DiPietro, Administrative Director, reviewed information in his memorandum 
to the Board, dated September 12, 2019, including some historical background. Thirty-
five thousand dollars cannot be exceeded without it requiring a formal bid procedure.  
With the Board having worked with Johnson Structural, Mr. Zackria asked if there is any 
written report in terms of compliance findings.   

Mr. Mark Johnson of Johnson Structural Group indicated a summary was written after 
the first year, noting some of the deficiencies that were discovered.   

Mr. Zackria recommended that a 6-month or 1-year recurring findings report to the 
Board.  He went on to comment that potentially some findings should be referred to the 
engineering licensing board.  Mr. DiPietro advised that with this organized approach and 
the results objective of at least two plan reviews in every department.  He provided 
additional background information of what is done in Miami-Dade and throughout the 
state.  In response to Mr. DiPietro, Mr. Johnson agreed to provide reports.  He went on 
to say that the intention is to create a live spreadsheet.  Discussion followed as to the 
scope of the plan review and deficiencies that have been discovered in the past.        

b. Board Action

A motion was made by Mr. Lucas and seconded by Mr. Terry to approve the item as 
recommended.  The motion passed by unanimous vote of 12-0. 

7. Request for ratification of Administrative Director’s appointment of Chief Code
Compliance Officer - Structural

a. Recommendation of Administrative Director

Mr. James DiPietro, Administrative Director, reviewed information in his memorandum 
to the Board, dated September 12, 2019. 

b. Board Action

Mr. Zackria recommended that a 6-month or 1-year recurring findings report to the
Board. 
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BROWARD COUNTY 

Board of Rules & Appeals 
ONE NORTH UNIVERSITY DRIVE, SUITE 3500-B, PLANTATION, FLORIDA 33324 

PHONE (954) 765-4500 FAX: (954) 765-4504 

http: / /www.broward.org/codeappeals  

TO: Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals 

FROM: Administrative Director 

DATE:  July 9, 2020

SUBJ:  Amendment to  Board of Rules and Appeal Policy 15-02 entitled “Delegation by 
Board of Rules and Appeals to the Administrative Director of the Board’s Authority to obtain Goods 
and Services up to and including $9,500 (Nine Thousand Five Hundred dollars) per year per 
vendor for the purpose of funding of duties as contemplated under the Florida Building Code, 
Special Act 71-575, and Broward County Code 9.02, and to assist carrying out those duties 
as reasonable and as legislatively contemplated.” The policy allows for the inclusion of 
the Building Officials and Inspectors Educational Association (BOIEA) doing business as 
the Code Officials Educational Association (COEA) and the Fire Inspectors Association of 
Broward County (FIABC) to use funds for the payment of instructors. These payments 
will be made directly to the instructors and not the organizations mentioned above.  

RECOMMENDATION 
It is recommended that the Board of Rules and Appeals decide on approving by vote 
the amendment to policy 15-02 to include the Building Officials and Inspectors 
Educational Association (BOIEA) doing business as the Code Officials Educational 
Association (COEA) and the Fire Inspectors Association of Broward County (FIABC) to 
use funds for the payment to instructors. These payments will be made directly to the 
instructors and not the organizations mentioned above.  

REASONS 
The BOIEA doing business as the Code Officials Educational Association (COEA) and the 
FIABC are private not for profit organizations that charge a fee for inspectors and 
contractors to attend their seminars. For this reason, it would be appropriate for the Board to 
authorize by vote instead of approving or denying the funding at the staff level. 

Should the Board adopt this policy revision, it will no longer be necessary for the staff to 
place on the agenda a request to approve expenditures for two private, not for profit 
organizations. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
Historically, for more than 20 years, Board of Rules and Appeals has been part of 
these conferences by way of providing staff support and helping to organize classes for the 
seminars. However, it was not until January 10, 2019 that BORA voted to directly subsidize 
the program. At that time of which amount only $1,750 was expended for one instructor. In 
2020 the Board of Rules and Appeals funded the BOIEA conference approximately 
$13,362 for four instructors. 1

http://www.broward.org/codeappeals.htm
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Expenses for the FIABC during the last several years the BORA has provided $1,000 to 1,500 
each year to aid their conference. 

The justification for these BORA expenditures is to improve the quality of the instructors that the 
BOIEA and the FIABC might not normally be able to afford which would therefore benefit the 
Building and Fire departments as well as the construction industry.   

All approved payment would be made directly to each individual instructor and not to the 
association and will be processed in accordance with the Broward County accounts payables 
policies. The vendors must adhere to the separate Broward County requirements to register in the 
County’s vendor list. 

A legal opinion from the County Attorney dated January 19, 2007 (attached) states that 
" ... the BORA is not required to comply with the Broward County Procurement Code when 
obtaining goods and services" 

A separate legal opinion from the Board of Rules and Appeals attorney dated June 24, 2015 
states " ... that the BORA has the authority as an independent body to determine and effect 
funding for duties or activities as contemplated under the Florida Building Code, Special Act 
71-575, and Broward County Code 9.02 to authorize funding for the purpose of carrying out
its duties, reasonable activities and promoting furtherance of the Building Code, and as
otherwise legislatively contemplated."

Respectfully Submitted, 

James DiPietro 
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5.162 
 

G:\SHARED\Policies & Procedures\2015\Board Pol\Board Policy 15-02 Amended (June 11 2020).doc 

Board Policy #15-02     Effective Date: July 10, 2015 
        Amended:  August 10, 2017 

Amended: July 9, 2020 
 
 
 
SUBJECT: Amendment to  Board of Rules and Appeal Policy 15-02 entitled “Delegation by 
Board of Rules and Appeals to the Administrative Director of the Board’s Authority to obtain 
Goods and Services up to and including $9,500 (Nine Thousand Five Hundred dollars) per year 
per vendor for the purpose of funding of duties as contemplated under the Florida Building 
Code, Special Act 71-575, and Broward County Code 9.02, and to assist carrying out those 
duties as reasonable and as legislatively contemplated.” The policy allows for the inclusion of 
the Building Officials and Inspectors Educational Association (BOIEA) doing business as the 
Code Officials Educational Association (COEA) and the Fire Inspectors Association of Broward 
County (FIABC) to allow the use of funds for the payment of instructors. These payments will be 
made directly to the instructors and not the organizations mentioned above. 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
POLICY 
The Board of Rules and Appeals hereby delegates to the Administrative Director its 
authority to expend up to and including $9,500 (Nine Thousand Five Hundred dollars) with 
each individual vendor in any fiscal year (October - September) for the purpose of funding 
of duties as contemplated under the Florida Building Code, Special Act 71-575, and 
Broward County Code 9.02, and to assist in carrying out those duties as reasonable and as 
legislatively contemplated. The acquisition of these goods and services must be supported 
by a budget appropriation. 
 
The vendor must adhere to the separate Broward County requirements to register on the 
County’s vendor list. 
 
This policy authorizes the BORA staff to include the Building Officials and Inspectors 
Educational Association (BOIEA) doing business as the Code Officials Educational Association 
(COEA) and the Fire Inspectors Association of Broward County (FIABC) to use funds for the 
payment to instructors for instructors fees. These payments will be made directly to the 
instructors and not the organizations mentioned above. 
 
It is recognized by the Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals that the BOIEA doing 
business as the Code Officials Educational Association (COEA) and the FIABC are private not 
for profit organizations that charge a fee for inspectors and contractors to attend their seminars. 
The Board of Rules and Appeals has determined the activities of these two associations to be 
educationally appropriate for BORA Certified code officials. Accordingly, it is appropriate for the 
Board to authorize these expenditures. 
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Presents a 4-day Seminar at Volunteer Park 
March 10th, 11th, 2020 

***Days 3 and 4 have been Postponed*** 
New dates to be announced  

(Approved for Fire Safety Inspector and Instructor CEU’s) 

Tuesday, March 10th, 2020 
7:15 am – 8:00 Registration 

8:00am – 10:00pm – Fire Sprinkler Protection of Rack Storage 
George Stanley Sr., VP of Wiginton Fire Protection Engineering, Inc. 

8:00am – 12:00pm – Fire Pumps 
George Stanley Sr., VP of Wiginton Fire Protection Engineering, Inc. 

12:00pm – 1:00pm -   Lunch prepared by Vendor – Char-Hut 

1:00pm – 5:00pm – NFPA 101A – Guide to Alternative Approaches to Life Safety 
Buddy Dewar, Lobbyist, Retired State Fire Marshal 

Wednesday, March 11th, 2020 
7:15 am – 8:00 Registration 

8:00am – 10:00am – Annual Fire Door Inspection… Code Compliance Program “Everyone Wins!” 
Daniel Arce CEO & Robert Arce, President of National FireDoor, LLC 

10:00am – 12:00pm – Reaching Today’s Learners 
Yvonne Feijoo, Life Safety Education Systems, Inc. 

12:00pm – 1:00pm - Lunch prepared by Vendor Mission BBQ 

1:00pm – 3:00pm – Another Day, Another Fraud 
Chris Butler, Investigations Manager for Eagle Eye Investigative Solutions 
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3:00pm – 5:00pm – Bi-Directional Amplifiers 
Kevin Magoon, Potter Electric Signal Company, LLC 

Wednesday, March 18th, 2020 
7:15 am – 8:00 Registration 

8:00am – 10:00am – Arc Flash Safety for Fire Inspectors 
Marty Perrone, Director of Electrical Safety and Code Compliance 

10:00am – 12:00pm – Florida Alternative Power Requirements for Assisted Living Facilities 
Marty Perrone, Director of Electrical Safety and Code Compliance 

12:00pm – 1:00pm - Lunch prepared by Vendor Char-Hut 

1:00pm – 2:00pm – Be the Spark! 
Mary-Ellen Harper, Project Manager – Emergency Services Consulting International 

2:00pm – 3:00pm – ISO and the Fire Inspector 
Stuart McCutcheon, Eastern Regional Manager – Emergency Services Consulting International 

3:00pm – 5:00pm – Understanding 61G15-32 
Steve Kowkabany, P.E. Neptune Fire Protection Engineering 

Thursday, March 19th, 2020 
7:15 am – 8:00 Registration 

8:00am – 10:00am – Honeywell Analytics – Commercial Gas Monitoring 
William Sudah, Business Development Manager for Xtralis/Honeywell 

10:00am – 12:00pm – The Planning “P” of Fire and Life Safety Plans Review 
Yvonne Feijoo, Life Safety Education Systems, Inc. 

12:00pm – 1:00pm - Lunch prepared by Vendor Mission BBQ 

1:00pm – 3:00pm – Supporting Residential Fire Sprinklers 
Tommy Demopoulos, Assistant Fire Marshal – Tamarac Fire Rescue 

3:00pm – 5:00pm – Review of the Broward County Amendment’s      
Bryan Parks, Chief Fire Code Official BORA & 
Tommy Demopoulos, Assistant Fire Marshal – Tamarac Fire Rescue 

11



FIABC 2020 SPRING SEMINAR 

Schedule 
3 sessions 
#1. 10 Mar 2020, 08:00 17:00 (EDT) 
#2. 11 Mar 2020, 08:00 17:00 (EDT) 
#3. 31 Dec 2020, 08:00 17:00 (EST) 

Location 
Plantation Volunteer Park 12050 W Sunrise Blvd, Plantation, FL 33323 

Registration 
1 Day (Member) – $40.00 
1 Day (Non-member) – $60.00 
2 Days (Member) – $80.00 
2 Days (Non-member) – $120.00 
3 Days (Member) – $120.00 
3 Days (Non-member) – $180.00 
4 Days (Member) – $160.00 
4 Days (Non-member) – $220.00 
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