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2023 Voting Members 
 
Chair  
Mr. Daniel Lavrich, P.E., S.I., F.ASCE, 
F.SEI 
Structural Engineer 
 
Vice-Chair 
Mr. Gregg D’Attile, 
Air Conditioning Contractor 
 
Mr. Stephen E. Bailey, P.E. 
Electrical Engineer 
Mr. Sergio Pellecer, 
Fire Service Professional 
Mr. John Famularo,  
Roofing Contractor  
Mrs. Shalanda Giles Nelson, 
General Contractor 
Mr. Daniel Rourke, 
Master Plumber 
Ms. Lynn E. Wolfson, 
Representative Disabled Community 
Mr. Dennis A. Ulmer, 
Consumer Advocate 
Mr. John Sims,  
Master Electrician 
Mr. Ron Burr, 
Swimming Pool Contractor 
Mr. Abbas H. Zackria, CSI, 
Architect 
Mr. Robert A. Kamm, P.E., 
Mechanical Engineer 
 
2023 Alternate Board Members 
Mr. Steven Feller, P.E.,  
Mechanical Engineer 
Mr. Alberto Fernandez,  
General Contractor 
VACANT, 
Roofing Contractor 
Derek A. Wassink, P.E,R.A.,S.I., S.T.S.2., 
Structural Engineer 
Mr. Robert Taylor, 
Fire Service 
Mr. David Rice, P.E.,  
Electrical Engineer 
Mr. James Terry, 
Master Plumber  
Mr. David Tringo,  
Master Electrician 
Mr. Jeff Falkanger, 
Architect 
 
Board Attorney 
Charles M. Kramer, Esq. 
 
Board Administrative Director 
Dr. Ana Barbosa 
 

  
 

1. Call to Order 
2. Roll Call 
3. Approval of Minutes – April 13, 2023 
4. Business Topics:    

 
a. Paint-Like Coating Placed on Top of Roof Membrane 

 
b. Roof Uplift Calculations 
 

5. Set next meeting date (if necessary) 
6. Adjournment 

 
Attachments: 
 

1. HydroStop PremiumCoat System over Steel Decks [Item 4a(1)] 
2. HydroStop PremiumCoat System over Recover Decks [Item 4a(2)] 
3. GAF Roof Coating Maintenance Systems [Item 4a(3)] 
4. HydroStop PremiumCoat Roof Maintenance Coating Systems 

[Item 4a(4)] 
5. GAF Acrylic Coatings over Concrete Decks [Item 4a(5)] 

 
6. Roof Uplift Calculations (Agenda Item 4b) 

 
 
 

 
            

 
 
   





BROWARD COUNTY BOARD OF RULES & APPEALS 
ROOFING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

APRIL 13, 2023 

Zoom Information: 
https://broward-org.zoomgov.com/j/1611145256?pwd=b0pieGt1SWVmNGFRSWpsS0laLzBDZz09 
Meeting ID: 161 114 5256 

1 .  A virtual meeting of the Board's Roofing Committee was held on Thursday, April 13, 2023, via 
Zoom.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Famularo at 2 p.m. The roll was called 
as follows.    

2. Roll Call:

John Famularo, Chair 
Guillermo Echezabal 
Steve Festa 
Ernest Fontan 
Tim Graboski 
Adam LeBlanc 
Mary Beth Reed 

3. Approval of Minutes – August 10, 2022

Mr. Fontan made a motion, and Mr. Lavrich seconded the motion to approve the August 10, 2022, 
minutes as submitted. The motion was carried out by a unanimous vote of 7-0. 

4. Business Topics:

a. Tile Underlayment Exposure – extending time for underlayments that otherwise
qualify as a roof and are UV resistant

Mr. Jack Morell, Chief Structural Code Compliance Officer, advised that Ms. Reed
requested this item.

Ms. Reed asked for clarification on the limit for tile underlayment exposure. It was noted
that the manufacturer’s Notice of Acceptance is generally 180 days but if the
manufacturer is agreeable to a longer period of time, that period would be acceptable.
Mr. Graboski commented the question is whether it is listed in the engineering report
that is substantiating the product approval, whether it is a Miami-Dade Notice of
Acceptance (NOA) or a Florida Product Approval. In order to be used in Florida it would
require a Florida Product Approval with HVHZ or Miami-Dade Notice of Acceptance
(NOA). A lot of manufacturers do not have a Miami-Dade NOA. He asked if it does not
provide in the Product Approval for an extended exposure time, would it default to 180
days. Ms. Reed felt it would be possible to get a letter from the manufacturer as to how
long the underlayment could be exposed. Further discussion ensued wherein Mr.
Michael Guerasio, Chief Structural Code Compliance Officer, confirmed if the Product
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Approval or Notice of Acceptance specifies a lesser period of time, it would not be 
possible to default to 180 days. The Product Approval of NOA would have to be 
followed.  

b. Roof to Wall Requirements for Roofing Contractors

Mr. Festa indicated that he raised this topic. He wanted clarification on how to handle
situations where it is required to secure a licensed general contractor when it is over 15% of
the project cost instead of working directly with the customer. Chairman Famularo indicated
that for anything over $300,000, an engineering report is required. Most houses are over
$300,000. If it is over 15% and the homeowner is agreeable, his roofing company hires the
contractor who secures the permit and addresses the straps or nails. Mr. Graboski advised
that working with the Florida Roofing and Sheet Metal Association, his company prepares a
supplemental proposal for the wind mitigation with their cost for that part and has an
engineer do the inspections. The homeowner signs as to agreement and that information is
submitted with the roofing permit application. Mr. Festa did not think the roofing contractor
should be involved and required to uphold this rule. It should be left with the homeowner
who would be handling the hiring. Mr. Graboski agreed and indicated it was brought to the
attention of the Florida Building Commission but unsuccessfully. The Office of Insurance
Regulation was responsible for having this incorporated into the code. It is insurance driven.

c. City of Plantation Building Application Process Timeline
Mr. Festa indicated that he submitted a roofing permit application to the City of
Plantation and had to wait six to eight weeks. There were no changes. Mr. Morell
advised that he checked with the City of Plantation, and they contend that roofing
permit applications are approved in three to five days. He asked that he be
contacted if it happens again, and he will pursue it with the City of Plantation. In
response to Chairman Famularo, Mr. Morell indicated that there is no current
legislation concerning turnaround and this is an unusual occurrence. Mr. Festa
offered to provide the permit number.

d. Third Party Video Inspection Providers Not Allowed in Broward County
Mr. Festa advised that he requested this be placed on the agenda. He believed that
most of the state is onboard, but Broward is not.

Chairman Famularo detailed a virtual inspection process with which he was involved
in Port St. Lucie last week. It was done by video at a scheduled appointment time.

Mr. Morell advised that a flat roof of 1500 square feet may be inspected virtually.

Mr. Lavrich asked who is taking responsibility for the inspection and whether the
code is being met. He asked if it is the camera or the camera man. He asked if the
camera man is a licensed inspector or licensed engineer. Mr. Festa indicated for the
company with which he is familiar it is a licensed engineer doing the video. Mr.
Lavrich commented that the video is not necessary if the licensed engineer is
conducting the inspection. Mr. Festa clarified that his company employee is doing
the video with the licensed engineer on the phone. Mr. LeBlanc felt it is not possible
to see what is necessary to see through a cellular phone camera. Mr. Echezabal
noted that a contractor representative of Citizens Property Insurance Corporation
takes photos that are given the Citizens where a decision is made as to whether it is
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insurable. 

Dr. Ana Barbosa, Administrative Director, pointed out the wide range of inspections 
performed by a building department. There are only four where video would be 
acceptable. Staff does not advocate for virtual inspections. For every great money 
saving story, she could share three others where it did not work out.  

Mr. Festa commented that one challenge is being able to reach and speak with 
inspectors, i.e., on-demand communication. There is an inspector staffing shortage. 
Some cities are not open five days a week. He agreed that there needs to be 
accountability and a standard. In Plantation he is required to call by noon on 
Wednesday in order to get an inspection before the weekend because the City of 
Plantation is not open on Fridays. He is interested in expeditiously securing jobs 
before any rainfall.  

Mr. Echezabal commented that his company uses drones on occasion when just a 
quick inspection is needed. Sometimes someone from the company goes to the 
jobsite after-the-fact if there is any kind of discrepancy. It seems to be very popular. 

Chairman Famularo commented that the roofing company can have the engineer 
perform the inspections. Mr. Festa explained the service he is speaking about is 
basically hiring a third party to conduct all of the inspections in lieu of the building 
department inspectors. The third party would report back the inspection results to the 
building department. Mr. LeBlanc said that would be a private provider arrangement 
which is entirely different than virtual inspections. A brief discussion followed about 
special inspectors and that there is a provision for that in the code. Mr. Lavrich noted 
that most high rises are handled by special inspectors because building department 
cannot handle that volume. Mr. Morell concurred. He went on to explain that 
arrangements have to be made with the building official and it is very possible to 
work it out.  

Paint-Like Coating Placed on Top of Roof Membrane 

Mr. Morell commented that the building officials meet every month. At the last meeting 
something was raised concerning a paint-like coating placed directly on top of the 
membrane of the roof. The question was whether a permit is required. Ms. Reed 
explained that there are two types of coating. There are fabric-reinforced systems that 
are liquid applied. In this case, it is a re-roof or a go-over and would require a permit. 
Then there are coatings that could be fabric reenforced, but most often they are not. 
Different areas have different rules. For instance, Miami requires a permit even for a 
coating. She did not know if a permit is required in Broward. If a permit is required and it 
is considered a re-roof or a go-over, a moisture survey and an uplift test would be 
necessary. There are Notice of Acceptances (NOA) for liquid-applied roofing and for just 
waterproofing coatings. Mr. Morell asked if Ms. Reed could provide the NOA information 
on each of the types. Mr. Morell felt the type that is tying membranes together would 
definitely need a permit. Chairman Famularo commented that the permit question is 
asked all of the time with respect to silicone coatings. Coating companies that are 
providing a warranty want to have a moisture test done. If moisture is detected in an 
area, his company then secures a permit for the repair of the area.  

Mr. Festa questioned whether the insurance company would consider it a replacement 
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or maintenance and do they rely on the building department’s ruling. Ms. Reed indicated 
that there is a lot of variation amongst the insurance industry. Chairman Famularo 
commented that on big jobs his company pulls a permit because it demonstrates to the 
insurance company work was done.   

5. Set next meeting date
Ms. Reed was interested in hearing the decision about permitting for a coating versus
liquid-applied roofing.

There was consensus to look for a meeting in sixty days. Wednesday or Thursday
afternoon was preferable.

6. Adjournment – The meeting adjourned at 2:40 p.m.
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