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Broward County Board of Rules & Appeals Meeting Agenda 
October 10, 2019 

Broward County Governmental Center 
115 S. Andrews Avenue, Room 422, Fort Lauderdale, FL. 

Time:  7:00 P.M.  

Call Meeting to Order 
Roll Call     
Approval of Minutes – September 12, 2019

7:00 PM - Ethics, Sunshine, and Public Records training – presented by Rocio Blanco Garcia 
Board Certified in City, County & Local Government, Office of the County Attorney 

 CONSENT AGENDA – Estimated meeting start time 7:20 pm 

1. Certifications - Staff Recommended.

BROWARD COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE 

CHAVEZ, IVAN, FIRE INSPECTOR 

CITY OF CORAL SPRINGS 

HELLER, JOHN, CHIEF STRUCTURAL INSPECTOR 

CITY OF DEERFIELD BEACH 

RICH, DALE W., ASSISTANT BUILDING OFFICIAL 

CITY OF FORT LAUDERDALE 

VERA, ANDRES L., CHIEF MECHANICAL INSPECTOR 

MCCARTY, MICHAEL, STRUCTURAL INSPECTOR (TEMPORARY 120-DAY) 

CITY OF HALLANDALE BEACH 

CHARLES, JACK-LUIS JR., FIRE PLANS EXAMINER 

CITY OF LIGHTHOUSE POINT 

LONG, ANTHONY, FIRE INSPECTOR 

CITY OF MIRAMAR 

ARNAIS, CARLOS, FIRE INSPECTOR 

CITY OF NORTH LAUDERDALE 

MARTINEZ, RODOLFO, CHIEF STRUCTURAL INSPECTOR 

CITY OF POMPANO BEACH 

RADA, MICHAEL, BUILDING OFFICIAL 

COUNTYWIDE 

BRINA, ANTONIO, STRUCTURAL INSPECTOR 

BRINA, ANTONIO, STRUCTURAL PLANS EXAMINER 

CHIN-SANG, DAVE C., MECHANICAL PLANS EXAMINER 

CRUZ-VELLON, JOSE, PLUMBING PLANS EXAMINER 

GIBBONS, ANDRELL, STRUCTURAL PLANS EXAMINER 

GRANBERG, JR., WILLIAM, PLUMBING PLANS EXAMINER 

HOWLAND, LESTER, STRUCTURAL PLANS EXAMINER 

ROSINSKI, CHRISTOPHER J., PLUMBING PLANS EXAMINER 

SMILEN, GERALD, STRUCTURAL PLANS EXAMINER 

TRANA, JAN, PLUMBING PLANS EXAMINER 
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2. Code Amendments for 1st reading

a- “The Board will consider adopting amendments to sections 107.3 and 110.3 of the Broward
County Administrative Provisions for the FBC 6th Edition (2017) code regarding Photovoltaic
inspections and plan review guidelines”.
a. Recommendation of the Structural and Electrical joint committee
b. Board action

b.- “The Board will consider adopting amendments to sections 104.1 thru 104.16.3.3 of the 
Broward County Administrative Provisions for the FBC 6th Edition (2017) code, impacting 
certification’s standards”. 
a. Recommendation of the Certification committee
b. Board action

c.- “The Board will consider proposed changes to Broward County Administrative Provisions for 
the 2017 FBC (6th Edition), section 105 Permits, subsection 105.3.2 Time Limitation, 
105.3.2.5.1 due to changes to Florida Statute (FS) 553.79. that became effective October 1, 
2019. 
a. Staff Report
b. Board action

3. Code amendment for 2nd reading to include Public Hearing.

“The Board will consider adopting Amendments to the Broward Local Fire Code Sections:
Modifications Fire Marshal Certification F-103.3.1, F-103.3.2, F-103.3.3, F-103.3.4, F-103.3.5 and
New F-103.3.6. Modification Fire Plans Examiner Certification F-103.4.3.1, F-103.4.3.2, F-103.4.3.3,
F-103.4.3.4 and New F-103.4.3.5.”.
a. Staff Report
b. Public Hearing
c. Board action

4. Formal Interpretation “Required signatures on the Broward County Uniform Permit
Application”.
a. Staff Report
b. Public comment (2 minutes limit)
c. Board action

5. Formal Interpretation for the Swimming Pool Safety Act FS 515.27, Chapter I, 110.3 A, #24, a.3.
a. Recommendation of the Structural and Electrical joint committee
b. Board action

6. Requested ratification of the Administrative Director’s recommended appointment for the Chief
Energy Code Compliance Officer position.
a. Recommendation of the Administrative Director
b. If desired, motion approving of appointment

7. Request of City of Plantation to extend the code specified maximum period of service of the
Interim Chief Structural position, for approximately 60 days, pending a city decision to make a
permanent appointment.
a. Written request
b. Board action

8. Director’s Report.

9. Attorney’s Report.

10. Committee Report.

REGULAR AGENDA 
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11. General Board Members Discussion. 

 
12. Public Comment (3-minute limit per person) and written communications. 

 
13. Adjournment. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If a person desires to appeal any decision with respect to any matter considered at this meeting, such 
person will need record of the proceedings and, for this reason, such person may need to ensure that a 
verbatim record of the proceeding is made, which includes the testimony and evidence upon which the 
appeal is to be based (Sec. 286. 0105.FS). (Members: If you cannot attend the meeting, please contact 
Mr. DiPietro @ (954) 931-2393, between 6:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m.) 



BROWARD COUNTY BOARD OF RULES & APPEALS 
SEPTEMBER 12, 2019  
MEETING MINUTES  

Call to Order 
Chairman Daniel Lavrich called a published meeting of the Broward County Board of 
Rules and Appeals to order at 7:00 p.m. The meeting was held in Room 422 of the 
Broward County Governmental Center East, 115 S. Andrews Avenue, Fort Lauderdale, 
Florida.   

Present: 

Daniel Lavrich, Chair 
Stephen E. Bailey, Vice Chair 
Jeffrey Lucas 
Ron Burr 
John Famularo 
Robert A. Kamm 
Abbas H. Zackria 
Dennis A. Ulmer 
Daniel Rourke 
David Rice 
James Terry  
Jeff Falkanger 

Approval of Minutes – June 13, 2019 

Mr. Lucas made a motion and Mr. Bailey seconded the motion to approve the minutes 
as submitted.  The motion carried by unanimous vote of 12-0. 

AGENDA AMENDMENT 

Mr. Lucas made a motion and Mr. Rice seconded the motion to approve a modification 
to the agenda, adding “Declaration of surplus property for outdated Building and Fire 
Code books and other code reference publications”.  The motion carried by unanimous 
vote of 12-0.   

CONSENT AGENDA 

1. Certifications - Staff Recommended.
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BROWARD COUNTY (UNINCORPORATED) 
FERNANDEZ, JOSE, MECHANICAL PLANS EXAMINER (TEMPORARY 120-DAY) 
TEDIM, JOSE, MECHANICAL INSPECTOR (PROVISIONAL) 

CITY OF DEERFIELD BEACH 
GUENDJOIAN, ARMEN, CHIEF PLUMBING INSPECTOR 

CITY OF FORT LAUDERDALE 
FIGUEROA, ROY G., PLUMBING PLANS EXAMINER 
PASQUARIELLO, JOSEPH, ASSISTANT BUILDING OFFICIAL 

CITY OF MIRAMAR 
HILTON, ADAM, PLUMBING INSPECTOR (TEMPORARY 120-DAY) 

TOWN OF PEMBROKE PARK 
BESU, JOHN, CHIEF MECHANICAL INSPECTOR 

CITY OF PEMBROKE PINES 
PALACIOS, OTONIEL M., CHIEF MECHANICAL INSPECTOR 

CITY OF SUNRISE 
CASTILLO, ALEJANDRO, FIRE INSPECTOR 

CITY OF TAMARAC 
GEIMER, REBECCA, FIRE PLANS EXAMINER 

COUNTYWIDE 
BARTLETT, EDWARD LIAM, MECHANICAL PLANS EXAMINER 
BENITOA, ANTONIO, PLUMBING PLANS EXAMINER 
CANFIELD, BRIAN SHAW, MECHANICAL PLANS EXAMINER 
FARIS, JOSEPH A., JR., ELECTRICAL PLANS EXAMINER 
KUNES, SCOTT, PLUMBING PLANS EXAMINER 
REGER, TIMOTHY A., PLUMBING PLANS EXAMINER 
SWITALSKI, JOSEPH D., MECHANICAL PLANS EXAMINER 

A motion was made by Mr. Bailey and seconded by Mr. Zackria to approve all submitted 
certifications.  The motion passed by unanimous vote of 12-0.   

REGULAR AGENDA 

1a Request of Mr. Reese Menard to be certified as a Plumbing Inspector for City of 
Deerfield Beach, FL 

a. Staff Report

Mr. Otto Vinas, Chief Plumbing Code Compliance Officer, reviewed information in his 
memorandum to the Board, dated September 12, 2019, indicating the experience 
documentation is not specific and Mr. Menard does not possess a certificate of 
competency as a Journeyman Plumber from Broward or Miami-Dade counties.  Mr. 
Menard does not possess any licenses from the State of Florida.  Mr. Vinas inquired to 
Illinois about reciprocation and was advised that he would need to sit for the exam.  
There is no reciprocation by the state agencies.   
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Ms. Sheila Oliver, Building Official, City of Deerfield Beach, advised this is a request for 
Mr. Menard to be certified as a plumbing inspector for the City of Deerfield Beach.  She 
advised that he has passed the State of Florida inspector test.  Mr. Menard has been a 
plumbing contractor and certified inspector for the State of Illinois and City of Chicago 
for thirty years.  She was instructed by the Board’s staff to include his employment 
history on the contractor letterhead and the signature notarized.  She felt this points to 
being a closed state.  Although she understood a distinction being made for structural, 
plumbing, mechanical and electrical are very similar throughout the United States. 

Chairman Lavrich asked if Mr. Menard meets the code requirements and Ms. Oliver 
advised the only requirement he does not meet is possession of a license from the 
Florida Construction Industry Licensing Board, but rather from the State of Illinois and 
the Department of Health for the City of Chicago.  He does not have anything from the 
Broward Central Examining Board because he has it from the City of Chicago 
Department of Health and the State of Illinois Licensing Board.  The same applies with 
the Board of Professional Engineers.    

In response to Mr. Rourke, Ms. Oliver indicated that Mr. Menard just moved to Florida.  
Mr. Falkanger pointed out that Mr. Menard could take the local examining board tests.  

Mr. Vinas advised that staff is not questioning experience but rather the qualifications.  
The State of Illinois has its own building code and it is not close to the International 
Code Council (ICC).  

Mr. Menard was sworn in. 

Mr. Menard advised that Illinois does not have a building code; it follows the ICC code.  
He confirmed for Mr. Zackria that he has the required seven years of experience.   He 
also confirmed that he could take the test for the Broward County license.   

Mr. Zackria asked about a provisional approval until Mr. Menard takes the Broward 
County test.  Mr. Vinas advised that he could take the State of Florida contractor’s 
examination and to Broward County for the Master or Journeyman Plumber’s exam or in 
Miami-Dade County in the same fashion.  He does not have any license as a plumbing 
contractor or as a Journeyman in the State of Florida.   

After further discussion, Chairman Lavrich pointed out that it comes down to the code 
requirement for a license which he does not possess.  In response to Mr. Lucas, Mr. 
Vinas explained that the Mr. Menard’s submittal did not specify the times.  Further, two 
different people signed the documentation yet only one license was used.  Ms. Oliver 
confirmed for Mr. Famularo that Mr. Menard can provide the IRS W-2 support 
information.  She asked if the Board will accept his seven years of experience outside of 
Broward County.  Mr. Vinas advised yes and reiterated the issue is not experience, but 
rather qualifications.  The notarized statement does not specify the number of 
employment years.   Ms. Oliver was concerned of the potential for experience from out 
of Florida not being accepted.   
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Chairman Lavrich understood this matter will be presented to the Certification 
Standards Review Committee this coming Monday.  He explained that this Board has to 
evaluate whether something complies with the code and cannot deviate.  He did not see 
an option for this Board to certify someone without the requirements being fulfilled.  In 
response to Ms. Oliver, Chairman Lavrich indicated the item could be tabled until the 
next Board of Rules and Appeals meeting.      

b. City Request
c. Board Action

A motion was made by Mr. Lucas and seconded by Mr. Zackria to table this item.  The 
motion passed by unanimous vote of 12-0.  

1b. Request of Mr. Cesar Tellez, to be certified as a Plans Examiner for the City of 
Weston, FL 

a. Staff Report

Mr. Michael Guerasio, Chief Structural Code Compliance Officer, advised that this item 
is similar to the previous item.  He reviewed information in his memorandum to the 
Board, dated September 12, 2019, indicating Mr. Tellez lacks eleven months 
experience of practicing with his license to meet the minimum 5-year requirement.  
There is only one path for design professionals.  Several proposals are currently being 
brought forward to the Certification Standards Review Committee that may work this 
out.    

With respect to Item 1a, Mr. Jack Fisher, Assistant Building Official, City of Weston, 
commented briefly about the licensing examination process and options.   

Mr. Fisher commented that Mr. Tellez has five years  of experience as an architect.  He 
asserted to his qualifications.  Chairman Lavrich noted that one cannot practice as an 
architect without being licensed to do so.  

In response to Chairman Lavrich, Mr. Guerasio indicated that regardless of the 
Certification Standards Review Committee deliberation, Mr. Tellez would still need two 
years as an inspector and he currently only has one year and five months.  
Nevertheless, this matter could be discussed by the Committee.  The experience 
requirement would be fulfilled on April 10, 2020.  

b. City Request
c. Board Action

A motion was made by Mr. Zackria and seconded by Mr. Rourke to table this item.  The 
motion passed by unanimous vote of 12-0.  
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2. Code Amendment for 1st reading.

“The Board will consider adopting amendments to the Broward Local Fire Code
Sections:  Definitions (K to U), Modifications Fire Marshal Certification F-103.3.1,
F-103.3.2, F-103.3.3, F103.3.4 and New F-103.3.6, Modification Fire Plans
Examiner Certification F-103.4.3.1, F-103.4.3.2, F-103.4.3.4 and New F-
103.4.3.5.  New Uniform Generator Code F-124.”

a. Recommendation of the Fire Code Committee

Mr. Bryan Parks, Chief Fire Code Compliance Officer, advised that this originated from 
the Broward County Fire Marshals.  These modifications have been approved by the 
Broward County Fire Chiefs.  He went on to review information in his memorandum to 
the Board, dated September 12, 2019.  These amendments will encourage more people 
to work in Broward County.  He noted the large loss of life that occurred in a Hollywood 
assisted living facility due to power failure.  Amendments made to the Florida 
Administrative Code were not clear in that the type of generator was not specified.  The 
purpose of this amendment is to provide guidance on a uniform basis throughout the 
county.   

b. Board Action

Mr. Parks responded to questions of the Board as follows:  

He commented that there are other types of uses, such as group homes and kidney 
dialysis businesses.  It was discovered that facilities were using portable generators 
with electrical cords running into back doors and yards with no re-wiring, for example.  
The level of generator was also not being followed.  People are not getting a permit.   

He addressed language that facilitates people being able to qualify to work in Broward 
County.    

Mr. Kamm distributed copies of the Florida Statutes addressing nursing home 
emergency power (59A-4.1265) that the Agency for Healthcare Administration 
published this information (attached).  Mr. Parks advised that nursing homes are not 
presenting the problem, but rather the assisted living facilities and group homes.  In 
speaking with the State, they indicated that for facilities in a flood zone, those people 
would be moved away as part of the emergency plan.  This is why a portable generator 
was allowed.  Section 59A does not specify important particulars.  Mr. Kamm was 
concerned about the length of time it takes for permit approval.  He elaborated upon an 
example.  He believed there is a conflict between the proposal and Section 59A.  Mr. 
Parks did not believe there is a conflict but suggested the item could be tabled and the 
information be presented at the committee level for their review.   

During discussion of referring the matter to the Electrical and Fire Code Committees, 
Mr. Rice emphasized that time is critical because there is confusion as to what should 
be done.  Mr. Lucas pointed out the lack of enforcement.  He emphasized this was more 
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about putting the codes and regulations together into something that could be enforced 
countywide.   

The generator part of the item was withdrawn with direction to address the matter at a 
joint meeting of the Electrical and Fire Code Committees to be scheduled at the earliest 
possible time.  Mr. Rice suggested two separate meeting dates be decided upon in 
order to expedite the process.  

There was consensus to move forward with the certification amendments at the October 
Board meeting.  This will allow the provisions relating to generators to be addressed 
separately.  Items 1 F-101.2.2, Definitions and 6 F-124, Uniform Generator Code (New) 
are withdrawn.   

A motion was made by Mr. Lucas and seconded by Mr. Kamm to pass Modifications 
Fire Marshal Certification F-103.3.1, F-103.3.2, F-103.3.3, F103.3.4, F103.3.5, and New 
F-103.3.6, Modification Fire Plans Examiner Certification F-103.4.3.1, F-103.4.3.2,
F103.4.3.3, F-103.4.3.4 and New F-103.4.3.5 on first reading,  The motion passed by
unanimous vote of 12-0.

3. Code Amendment for 1st reading.

“The Board will consider adopting amendments to Sections 111.5 “Certificate of
Completion” of the Broward County Administrative Provisions for the FBC 6th

Edition (2017) code.”

a. Recommendation of the Structural Committee

Mr. Michael Guerasio, Chief Structural Code Compliance Officer, reviewed information 
in his memorandum to the Board, dated September 12, 2019.   

b. Board Action

Mr. Burr was concerned about an additional potential consumer cost.  Mr. Charles 
Kramer, Board Attorney, believed language could be added to Chapter 1 to address 
this.   

Mr. George Kropp, Building Official, City of Pembroke Pines, advised that Pembroke 
Pines charges for a certificate of completion if a certificate of occupancy is required.  
Otherwise the website will indicate “permit complete”.  He predicted opposition from 
municipalities if a code amendment would prohibit charging such a fee to cover labor 
costs. 

Both Chairman Lavrich and Mr. Rice expressed the viewpoint that the Board of Rules 
and Appeals does not get involved with dictating to municipalities what their fees should 
be.  Mr. Zackria thought a code amendment to require issuance of a certificate of 
completion would essentially mandate a charge.  Mr. Rice saw fees as a political issue 
whereas the Board is interested in code issues.  Chairman Lavrich pointed out that the 
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language allows for an electronic proof.  Mr. James DiPietro commented that some 
cities might have a high revenue balance and, consequently, there would be no need to 
impose an additional fee.  Mr. Kramer pointed out that the cities may have a point as to 
compensation for additional work.  Mr. Burr pointed out that the information can be 
obtained online as to status of the permit, therefore he was opposed to imposing any 
fee.   

Ms. Debra Mink, Alliance Permitting Action Team Chair, elaborated upon some of the 
challenges associated with no having a certificate of completion.  For example, in 
leases, the tenant cannot be reimbursed without a certificate of completion.  Some 
insurance companies look for this document.  She felt this amendment would help the 
general public.  Mr. Burr felt the contractor can obtain proof of permit completion.  Mr. 
Famularo indicated as a roofing contractor; he simply provides a copy of the permit to 
the customer.  Mr. Ulmer highlighted the permit cost for a shed in Fort Lauderdale was 
$400.  He would not support adding more cost to the consumer.     

Mr. Zackria made a motion and Mr. Burr seconded the motion to not approve the item. 
The motion not to approve passed by a vote of 9-3, with Messrs. Rice and Falkanger 
and Chairman Lavrich voting no.    

4. Formal Interpretation to the Florida Building Code, 6th Edition (2017)
“Replacement of Air Conditioning (A/C) systems and filter hazard areas”

a. Staff Report

Mr. Rolando Soto, Chief Mechanical Code Compliance Officer, reviewed information in 
his memorandum to the Board, dated September 12, 2019.  It will clarify to the building 
officials that an A/C replacement is not a substantial improvement to the property.  He 
also made a typographical correction, should be “air conditioning (A/C) systems in flood 
hazard areas”.   

b. Board Action

A motion was made by Mr. Terry to approve the item as recommended and seconded 
by Mr. Lucas.  The motion passed by unanimous vote of 12-0.    

5. Formal Interpretation to the Florida Building Code, 6th Edition (2017) “Storm
drainage pipe sizing conversion charts from gallon per minute to square footage”

. 
a. Recommendation of Plumbing Committee

Mr. Otto Vinas, Chief Plumbing Code Compliance Officer, reviewed information in his 
memorandum to the Board, dated September 12, 2019.   

b. Board Action
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Mr. Zackria noticed scupper sizing which was previously in the code is missing.  He 
asked staff to follow up.  Mr. Bailey believed that the last column in the Storm Drain 
Pipe Sizing Table should be titled,  ½ inch.  With respect to the scupper sizing, there 
was consensus for this item to be presented to the Plumbing Committee at their 
upcoming joint meeting with the Electrical Committee.   
 
A motion was made by Mr. Terry and seconded by Mr. Bailey to approve the item as 
recommended along with the Storm Drain Pipe Sizing Table title correction noted 
above.  The motion passed by unanimous vote of  12-0. 
 

6. Agreement with Johnson Structural Group to provide cursory random plan review 
at building departments throughout Broward County for a 2-year period, not to 
exceed a total cost of $34,800 

a. Recommendation of Administrative Director  

Mr. James DiPietro, Administrative Director, reviewed information in his memorandum 
to the Board, dated September 12, 2019, including some historical background. Thirty-
five thousand dollars cannot be exceeded without it requiring a formal bid procedure.  
With the Board having worked with Johnson Structural, Mr. Zackria asked if there is any 
written report in terms of compliance findings.   

Mr. Mark Johnson of Johnson Structural Group indicated a summary was written after 
the first year, noting some of the deficiencies that were discovered.   

Mr. Zackria recommended that a 6-month or 1-year recurring findings report to the 
Board.  He went on to comment that potentially some findings should be referred to the 
engineering licensing board.  Mr. DiPietro advised that with this organized approach and 
the results objective of at least two plan reviews in every department.  He provided 
additional background information of what is done in Miami-Dade and throughout the 
state.  In response to Mr. DiPietro, Mr. Johnson agreed to provide reports.  He went on 
to say that the intention is to create a live spreadsheet.  Discussion followed as to the 
scope of the plan review and deficiencies that have been discovered in the past.         

b. Board Action  

A motion was made by Mr. Lucas and seconded by Mr. Terry to approve the item as 
recommended.  The motion passed by unanimous vote of 12-0. 

7. Request for ratification of Administrative Director’s appointment of Chief Code 
Compliance Officer - Structural  

a. Recommendation of Administrative Director 
 
Mr. James DiPietro, Administrative Director, reviewed information in his memorandum 
to the Board, dated September 12, 2019. 
 

b. Board Action 
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A motion was made by Mr. Famularo and seconded by Mr. Lucas to approve 
appointment of Theodore Fowler as Chief Structural Code Compliance Officer pursuant 
to the terms and conditions in a letter provided in the agenda backup. The motion 
passed by unanimous vote of 11-0.  Chairman Lavrich recused himself from discussion 
as he was a member of the screening committee for this position.   

Mr. Fowler thanked the Board for their expression of confidence and support.   

8. Choosing from three options for selecting the Chief Code Compliance Officer – 
Energy position 

a. Report of Administrative Director  

Mr. James DiPietro, Administrative Director, reviewed information in his memorandum 
to the Board, dated September 12, 2019.   

Mr. Bailey wanted to see the resume of the recommended individual in that he did not 
see the connection between structural candidates and this position.  Mr. DiPietro 
explained that it would be available at a later date; the position is not official until the 
County Commission adopts the budget next week.  Mr. Zackria agreed with Mr. Bailey.  
He recommended Option 2:  Director chooses from existing list of candidates recently 
interviewed for chief structural code compliance officer and provides a recommended 
name at the Board’s October meeting for ratification.  Mr. Lucas questioned selecting 
from structural individuals.  He leaned toward Option 1:  advertise and interview for the 
position; director selects a candidate subject to the Board’s ratification.   Mr. DiPietro 
expanded on his reasoning and due diligence in selecting an individual from the 
structural candidate list.   

Mr. Rolando Soto, Chief Mechanical Code Compliance Officer, provided insight into the 
scope of work for an energy position, indicating it is generally handled by the individual 
with mechanical expertise.  He went on to comment why a structural individual would be 
well qualified in the field of energy.  

Further discussion ensued as to the options including the composition of the screening 
committee for the chief structural code compliance officer position.          

b. Board Action  

A motion was made by Mr. Zackria and seconded by Mr. Bailey to approve Option 2 
detailed above and in the Administrative Director’s memorandum of September 12, 
2019 the item as  recommended.  The motion passed by a vote of 8-3 with Messrs. 
Falkanger, Terry, Lucas voting no.  Chairman Lavrich recused himself from discussion 
as he was a member of the screening committee noted in this option.   

9. Rule change clarifying the authority of the administrative director to amend the 
Board of Rules and Appeals pay plan consistent with the actions of the Broward 
County Commission to amend the County pay plan. 
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a. Recommendation of Administrative Director  

Mr. James DiPietro, Administrative Director, reviewed information in his memorandum 
to the Board, dated September 12, 2019.   

b. Board Action 

 A motion was made by Mr. Kamm and seconded by Mr. Terry to approve the item as  
recommended.  The motion passed by unanimous vote of 12-0.   

10. Disposition of incomplete certification application records 

a. Recommendation of Administrative Director 

Mr. James DiPietro, Administrative Director, reviewed information in his memorandum 
to the Board, dated September 12, 2019, recommending a six-month retention 
schedule.    

b. Board Action 

A motion was made by Mr. Zackria and seconded by Mr. Lucas to approve the item as 
recommended.  The motion passed by unanimous vote of 12-0.   

11. Disposition of employment applications and selection records 

a. Recommendation of Administrative Director 

Mr. James DiPietro, Administrative Director, reviewed information in his memorandum 
to the Board, dated September 12, 2019, recommending a four year retention schedule 
provided any litigation is resolved.      

b. Board Action 

A motion was made by Mr. Lucas and seconded by Mr. Falkanger to approve the item 
as recommended.  The motion passed by unanimous vote of 12-0.   

ADDED TO AGENDA 

 Declaration of surplus property for outdated Building and Fire Code books and 
other code reference publications per the schedule provided 

Mr. James DiPietro, Administrative Director, reviewed information in his memorandum 
to the Board, dated September 12, 2019. 

A motion was made by Mr. Zackria and seconded by Mr. Rice to approve the item as 
recommended.  The motion passed by unanimous vote of 12-0. 

12. Director’s Report 
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Mr. James DiPietro, Administrative Director, advised that the reserve is now over $8 
million.   
 
Mr. DiPietro went on to recommend a representative from the County Attorney’s Office 
provide ethics training at the beginning of the Board’s October 10, 2019 meeting.   
 

13. Attorney’s Report 
 
Requirement for owner certification on permit application - Mr. Charles Kramer, 
Board Attorney, provided a brief overview concerning an advisory opinion as to 
requirement for owner certification on permit application provided with the agenda 
backup.  He spoke with the Florida Building Commission staff and received 
concurrence.  Essentially an owner affidavit would not be required, and it could provide 
uniform interpretation of the code countywide.   
 
Mr. DiPietro, Administrative Director, indicated that in order to implement this advisory 
opinion staff would present a formal interpretation at the October 10, 2019 Board 
meeting.     
 
Ms. Debra Mink, Alliance Permitting Action Team Chair, commented that a tenant could 
potentially hire a contractor without the owner’s knowledge.  Mr. Kramer indicated that 
there is no confirmation that the owner’s signature is provided in the first place.  Further 
discussion ensued on this point wherein Mr. Kramer explained that the language 
specifies owner or agent including contractor.   
 
Mr. George Kropp, Building Official, City of Pembroke Pines, believed there is a 
potential for fraud to be committed.  Property owners will not be required to sign a 
permit application for work that is being performed on their property.  He indicated that 
building department staff make the verification for commercial properties.  Mr. Kramer 
explained that he is simply interpreting the statute and not imparting a meaning that 
does not exist.   
 
Mr. Zackria inquired about referring this to a committee so that a solution would be 
available along with the interpretation at the October meeting.  Mr. DiPietro advised that 
would be possible.  He went on to indicate perhaps the GC/Architect Committee in 
conjunction with another committee would be appropriate or an ad hoc committee could 
be established by the Chairman.  Chairman Lavrich asked the Administrative Director to 
work through it with staff.  If a committee is needed, it could be considered at that time. 
 
Service on multiple boards by BORA staff – Mr. Kramer provided a brief overview 
concerning an advisory opinion as to whether staff could serve on more than one board, 
including licensing boards of the state, county or local municipality without creating a 
conflict of interest.  Essentially it would be permissible for BORA employees to do so.   
 
General counsel to BORA & Fort Lauderdale Building Officials – Mr. Kramer 
advised that five questions were presented to BORA by the Fort Lauderdale Building 
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Official.  He provided a brief overview relating to permitting and emergencies such as 
ZIKA; auditing; fees and auditing when private provider is used; and retrofit fire sprinkler 
systems.   
 
Electronic signatures and electronic records retention – Mr. Kramer provided a 
brief overview relating to this issue by the Administrative Director.  An electronic 
signature is as good as a physical signature.  Mr. DiPietro advised that the intention is 
to move toward electronic certification applications for new applicants.   
 
John Madden vs. Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals - Mr. Kramer noted 
that Mr. Madden’s reply brief to BORA’s response was struck by the Appellate Review 
Board because it exceeded the page limit.  They had to refile.  He has not heard from 
the court but understood that the information has not been furnished to that board by 
their clerk.     
 

14. Committee Reports 
 
BDA (Bi-Directional Amplifiers) Committee - Mr. Rice announced that another 
meeting is being held on September 17th.  He explained the goals of the Committee, 
being uniform code interpretation.  Information was sent out nationwide.   
 

15. General Board Member Discussion 
 
Wind-driven Water Intrusion from Hurricane Irma - Mr. Ulmer recalled the topic of 
wind-driven water intrusion after Hurricane Irma raised by the Chairman that was 
referred to a committee.  He asked if the Board could be furnished with a report on it.  
Chairman Lavrich advised that the Florida Building Commission appointed a wind-
driven rainwater intrusion work group.  The work group recommended further study as 
to why it occurs.  It seems self-evident in that the building code only requires that 
windows and doors be tested to only fifteen percent of their design pressures.  The 
University of Florida has developed protocols and recommendations for testing 
purposes.  A structural technical advisory committee webinar conference call will take 
place at the end of the month to discuss three proposed research projects and one has 
to do with this topic. 
 
BORA Quarterly Newsletter 
Mr. Falkanger complimented staff on the newsletter.  In response to his question, Mr. 
DiPietro elaborated upon the distribution.   Mr. Falkanger thought the mailing list could 
be expanded.    
 
Agenda Item 2 - Generators 
Mr. Kamm asked about informally approaching the building official before bringing a 
generator issue before the Board of Rules and Appeals.  Mr. DiPietro noted that the 
appeal process is available.   Mr. Rice explained how he approaches conflict issues, 
utilizing the chief code compliance officers.         
 



 
 

Board Meeting Minutes September 12, 2019 13 
 

16. Public Comment (3-minute limit per person) and written communications.- none 
 

17. Adjournment. 
 
Having no further business to go before the Board, the meeting adjourned at 9:52 p.m. 
 

______________________________________ 
Daniel Lavrich, P.E. - Chair 
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Section 1 



Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals 

Stronger Codes Mean Safer Buildings 

OCTOBER 10, 2019 BOARD MEETING 
CERTIFICATIONS     

BROWARD COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE 
CHAVEZ, IVAN, FIRE INSPECTOR  

CITY OF CORAL SPRINGS 
HELLER, JOHN, CHIEF STRUCTURAL INSPECTOR 

CITY OF DEERFIELD BEACH 
RICH, DALE W., ASSISTANT BUILDING OFFICIAL  

CITY OF FORT LAUDERDALE 
VERA, ANDRES L., CHIEF MECHANICAL INSPECTOR 
MCCARTY, MICHAEL, STRUCTURAL INSPECTOR (TEMPORARY 120-DAY)  

CITY OF HALLANDALE BEACH 
CHARLES, JACK-LUIS JR., FIRE PLANS EXAMINER  

CITY OF LIGHTHOUSE POINT 
LONG, ANTHONY, FIRE INSPECTOR  

CITY OF MIRAMAR 
ARNAIS, CARLOS, FIRE INSPECTOR  

CITY OF NORTH LAUDERDALE 
MARTINEZ, RODOLFO, CHIEF STRUCTURAL INSPECTOR  

CITY OF POMPANO BEACH 
RADA, MICHAEL, BUILDING OFFICIAL  

COUNTYWIDE 
BRINA, ANTONIO, STRUCTURAL INSPECTOR  
BRINA, ANTONIO, STRUCTURAL PLANS EXAMINER  
CHIN-SANG, DAVE C., MECHANICAL PLANS EXAMINER  
CRUZ-VELLON, JOSE, PLUMBING PLANS EXAMINER  
GIBBONS, ANDRELL, STRUCTURAL PLANS EXAMINE 
GRANBERG, JR., WILLIAM, PLUMBING PLANS EXAMINER  
HOWLAND, LESTER, STRUCTURAL PLANS EXAMINER  
ROSINSKI, CHRISTOPHER J., PLUMBING PLANS EXAMINER  
SMILEN, GERALD, STRUCTURAL PLANS EXAMINER 
TRANA, JAN, PLUMBING PLANS EXAMINER 
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102.8 Existing mechanical equipment. An agency or local 
government may not require that existing mechanical 
equipment located on or above the surface of a roof be installed 
in compliance with the requirements of the FBC except during 
reroofing when the equipment is being replaced or moved 
during reroofing and is not in compliance with the provisions 
of the FBC relating to roof mounted mechanical units. 

SECTION 103 
DEPARTMENT OF BUILDING SAFETY 

RESERVED 

SECTION 104 
POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE BUILDING 

OFFICIAL, ASSISTANT BUILDING OFFICIAL, 
FIRE CODE OFFICIAL, CHIEF INSPECTOR, 

PLAN EXAMINER, AND INSPECTOR 

104.1 Building Official. As set forth herein: 
104.1.1 Appointment of a Building Official. There shall 
be appointed by each governmental AHJ a person qualified 
as set forth in Section 104.1.3 to serve as a Building 
Official. To be eligible for appointment as a Building 
Official, such person shall be certified by BORA. The 
Building Official shall be the principal enforcing officer of 
this Code The appointing authority shall appoint a Building 
Official, and such person shall meet the following 
minimum qualifications and be certified by BORA, as 
specified in Section 104.1.3. Based on current technology, 
t The Building Official does not have to be personally 
present at the governmental department as long as he or she 
is available by telephone/computer etc. and can perform his 
or her duties. 

104.1.1.1 Appointment of an Interim Building 
Official.  
a) In the event that the Building Official is not

available to perform his or her duties, each
governmental AHJ appointing authority shall
appoint an Interim Building Official provided such
person is qualified as set forth in Section 104.1.3 of
this Code, BORA shall be timely notified in writing
by the Building Official or governmental AHJ
appointing authority of the starting date and period
of time that the Interim Building Official or
Assistant Building Official will assume the Building 
Official’s duties. The name of the Interim Building
Official will be recorded by BORA, but he or she
will not be issued a certification card as a Building
Official. If there is one Inspector hired by a
governmental AHJ in Broward County, that
Inspector shall be a Building Official. The Building
Official shall have the authority to delegate powers,
duties and assignments to subordinate regular
employees working under his or her authority,  but
only to those employees certified by BORA as
qualified to perform such powers, duties and

assignments. It shall be his or her duty and 
responsibility to supervise and coordinate the work 
of all subordinate Assistant Building Officials, 
Chief Inspectors, Plans Examiners and Inspectors. 

b) In the event that the Building Official’s
employment with the jurisdiction is terminated, an
Interim Building Official may be appointed while
the Building Official is being replaced with a
permanent appointee. The Interim Building Official
shall be qualified as a Building Official as specified
in 104.1.3. An Interim Building Official’s
appointment will be limited to 90 calendar days. At
the written request of the chief executive officer
(City Manager, Acting City Manager, or Mayor) for
demonstrated cause, a one-time 90 calendar days
extension may be granted by BORA’s
Administrative Director. Any additional extensions
beyond this point must be requested in writing to
BORA’s Administrative Director a minimum of 45
calendar days prior to the second period expiration
date. This request must be reviewed and approved
by the Board of Rules and Appeals at its next
regularly scheduled meeting. The name of the
Interim Building Official will be recorded by
BORA, but he/she will not be issued a certification
card as a Building Official.

104.1.2 Powers and Duties of the Building Official. The 
Building Official shall be vested with the powers and 
subject to regulations, as provided by Chapter 468 Florida 
Statues and BORA, as set forth in Section 113 of this Code. 
The Building Official is hereby authorized and directed to 
enforce the provisions of this Code. The Building Official 
shall delegate powers, duties and assignments to BORA 
certified Chief Inspectors to render interpretations of this 
Code and to adopt policies and procedures in order to 
clarify the application of the technical provisions of this 
Code in categories in which the Building Official is not 
certified. Such interpretations, policies, and procedures 
shall be in compliance with the intent and purpose of this 
Code. Such policies and procedures shall not have the 
effect of waiving requirements specifically provided for in 
this Code. 

104.1.3 Certification of the Building Official and the 
Assistant Building Official. To be eligible for 
appointment as a Building Official or Assistant Building 
Official, such person shall be certified as required by 
BCAIB as a Building Code Administrator.  

104.1.3.1 Such person shall be certified by BORA and 
shall meet at least one of the following qualifications. 

104.1.3.1.1 A Florida Registered Architect or 
Florida licensed Professional Engineer having 
practiced for at least seven (7) years, a minimum 
of five (5) years shall have been within the 
jurisdiction of the HVHZ. 
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104.1.3.1.2 Ten (10) years combined experience 
as a Master Electrician, Electrical Contractor, 
General Contractor, Master Mechanical, 
Mechanical Contractor, Class A Air Conditioning 
Contractor, Master Plumber, Plumbing 
Contractor, Chief Inspector, Standard Plans 
Examiner or Standard Inspector employed 
appointed by an municipality or private company 
contracted with a municipality AHJ or school 
board within the State of Florida. A minimum of 
five (5) years shall have been within the 
jurisdiction of the HVHZ. 

104.1.3.2 As part of the combined experience 
requirements above, the applicant shall have been 
employed appointed as Chief Inspector, Standard Plans 
Examiner or Standard Inspector by an municipality or 
private company  contracted by a municipality in AHJ 
or school board within the State of Florida for a 
minimum of two (2) years. 

104.1.3.3 Each of the applicants shall possess a current 
Certificate of Competency or a Professional Engineer 
license or Architect registration issued by at least one of 
the following entities: 

A. Florida Construction Industry Licensing Board
as a General Contractor, Mechanical
Contractor or Plumbing Contractor.

B. Florida Electrical Contractors Licensing Board
as an Electrical Contractor.

C. Broward County Central Examining Board of
Building Construction Trades. (As Class “A”
Unlimited General Contractor).

D. Broward County Central Examining Board of
Electricians as a Master Electrician and/ or
Electrical Contractor.

E. Broward County Central Examining Board of
Mechanical Contractors and Specialty
Mechanical Contractors as a Mechanical
Contractor or Class A Air Conditioning
Contractor.

F. Broward County Central Examining Board of
Plumbers as a Master Plumber.

G. Miami-Dade County Construction Trades
Qualifying Board, for any of the above-
referenced disciplines.

H. Florida Board of Architecture and Interior
Design.

I. Florida Board of Professional Engineers.

104.1.3.4 An applicant for Certification as Building 
Official or Assistant Building Official under the 
provisions of this section may only substitute two years 
HVHZ experience with two years of statewide 
experience by passing the BORA HVHZ exam. 

104.1.3.5 An applicant for Certification as a Building 
Official or Assistant Building Official under the 
provisions of this section who is a graduate from an 

accredited school holding a Bachelor or Associate of 
Science Degree in Engineering, Architecture or 
Building Construction from an accredited school may be 
credited for a maximum of three two (32) years for 
Bachelor’s Degree or a maximum of one (1) year for an 
Associate Degree towards the combined experience 
requirements. This credit is not applicable towards the 
requirements under section 104.1.3.1.1. 

104.2 Assistant Building Official: As set forth herein: 

104.2.1 Appointment of an Assistant Building Official. 
There may be appointed by each governmental AHJ 
appointing authority a person qualified as set forth in 
Section 104.1.3 to serve as an Assistant Building Official. 
To be eligible for appointment as an Assistant Building 
Official, such person shall be certified by BORA and shall 
meet the qualifications equal to the requirements for 
Building Official. No other title is recognized for 
certification by BORA. 

104.2.2 Powers and Duties of the Assistant Building 
Official. The Assistant Building Official shall be vested 
with the powers and subject to regulations, as provided by 
Chapter 468 Florida Statues and BORA, as set forth in 
Section 113 of this Code. The Assistant Building Official 
shall be responsible for duties as assigned by the Building 
Official. The Assistant Building Official shall fulfill the 
duties of the Building Official during the absence of the 
Building Official with full responsibilities of the position. 

104.3 Appointment of the Chief Electrical, Mechanical, 
Plumbing and Structural Inspector: As set forth herein. 
There shall be appointed by each governmental AHJ a person 
qualified as set forth in the below Sections to serve as Chief 
Inspector in each discipline stated above. If there is one 
Inspector (each discipline stated above) hired by a 
governmental AHJ in Broward County, that Inspector shall be 
a Chief Inspector (Chief or Head of the Division). Based on 
current technology that tThe Chief Inspector (Chief or Head of 
the Division) does not have to be personally present at the 
governmental department as long as he or she is available by 
telephone/computer etc. and can perform their duties. To be 
eligible for appointment as a Chief Inspector (each discipline 
stated above), such person shall be certified by BORA. 

104.3.1 Interim Chief Inspector. In the event that a Chief 
Inspector’s employment is terminated with a jurisdiction, 
or is otherwise unavailable, an Interim Chief Inspector may 
be appointed for up to 90 days while the Chief Inspector is 
being replaced with a permanent appointee. An approved 
application for a Chief Inspector must be submitted to 
BORA prior to the expiration of the 90 days. The Interim 
Chief Inspector shall be qualified as a Chief Inspector as 
specified in 104.5, 104.6, 104.7 or 104.8 of this code. 
BORA shall be notified in writing by the Building Official 
of the name and starting date of the Interim Chief Inspector. 
The name of the Interim Chief Inspector will be recorded 
by BORA but he or she will not be issued a certification 
card as the Chief Inspector.  
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104.4 Powers and Duties of the Chief Electrical, 
Mechanical, Plumbing and Structural Inspector. The Chief 
Inspector (each discipline stated above) shall be vested with the 
powers and subject to regulations by BORA as set forth in 
Section 113 of this Code. The Chief Inspector shall have the 
power to delegate powers, duties and assignments to 
subordinate regular employees working under his or her 
authority, but only to those employees certified by BORA as 
qualified to perform such powers, duties and assignments 
within his or her particular discipline. It shall be his or her duty 
and responsibility to supervise and coordinate the work of all 
subordinate Plans Examiners and Inspectors within his or her 
particular discipline. The Chief Inspector shall have the sole 
authority to render interpretations of this Code and to adopt 
policies and procedures in order to clarify the application of its 
provisions within his or her particular discipline. Such 
interpretations, policies, and procedures shall be in compliance 
with the intent and purpose of this Code. Such policies and 
procedures shall not have the effect of waving requirements 
specifically provided for in this Code. The Inspection 
Department shall consist of one (1) Chief Inspector, one (1) or 
more Plans Examiner and one (1) or more Inspectors within his 
or her particular discipline. The Chief Inspector may hold any 
or all of these positions within his or her particular discipline. 

104.5 Certification of the Chief Electrical Inspector. To be 
eligible for appointment as a Chief Electrical Inspector, such 
person shall be certified as required by BCAIB as an Electrical 
Plans Examiner and as an Electrical Inspector. Engineers are 
exempt from BCAIB certification. 

104.5.1 Such person shall be certified by BORA and shall 
meet the following qualification:  

104.5.1.1 An Electrical Plans Examiner employed by a 
municipality or private company contracted with a 
municipality or school board within the State of Florida 
for a minimum of one (1) year and who complies with 
at least one (1) of the qualifications of Section 
104.10.2.1. An Electrical Plans Examiner serving for a 
minimum of one (1) year for an AHJ or school board 
within the State of Florida and who complies with at 
least one (1) of the qualifications of Section 104.10.2.1. 

104.5.2 Each of the applicants shall possess a current 
Certificate of Competency or a Professional License in the 
discipline requested as a Master Electrician or Electrical 
Contractor or Engineer issued by at least one of the 
following entities:  

A. Florida Electrical Contractors Licensing Board
B. Broward County Central Examining Board of

Electricians
C. Miami-Dade County Construction Trades

Qualifying Board
D. Florida Board of Professional Engineer

104.6 Certification of the Chief Mechanical. To be eligible 
for appointment as a Chief Mechanical Inspector, such person 
shall be certified as required by BCAIB as a Mechanical Plans 

Examiner and as a Mechanical Inspector. Engineers are exempt 
from BCAIB certification. 

104.6.1 Such person shall be certified by BORA and shall 
meet the following qualification: 

104.6.1.1 A Mechanical Plans Examiner employed by a 
municipality or private company contracted with a 
municipality or school board within the State of Florida 
for a minimum of one (1) year and who complies with 
at least one (1) of the qualifications of Section 
104.10.3.1. A Mechanical Plans Examiner serving for a 
minimum of one (1) year for an AHJ or school board 
within the State of Florida and who complies with at 
least one (1) of the qualifications of Section 104.10.3.1. 

104.6.2 Each of the applicants shall possess a current Certificate 
of Competency or a Professional License in the discipline 
requested as a Master Mechanical or Mechanical Contractor or 
Class “A” Air Conditioning Contractor or Engineer issued by 
at least one of the following entities: 

A. Florida Construction Industry Licensing Board
B. Broward County Central Examining Board of

Mechanical Contractors and Specialty
Mechanical Contractors

C. Miami-Dade County Construction Trades
Qualifying Board

D. Florida Board of Professional Engineers

104.7 Certification of the Chief Plumbing Inspector. To be 
eligible for appointment as a Chief Plumbing Inspector, such 
person shall be certified as required by BCAIB as a Plumbing 
Plans Examiner and as a Plumbing Inspector. Engineers are 
exempt from BCAIB certification. 

104.7.1 Such person shall be certified by BORA and shall 
meet the following qualification: 

104.7.1.1 A Plumbing Plans Examiner employed by a 
municipality or private company contracted with a 
municipality or school board within the State of Florida for 
a minimum of one (1) year and who complies with at least 
one (1) of the qualifications of Section 104.10.4.1. A 
Plumbing Plans Examiner serving for a minimum of one 
(1) year for an AHJ or school board within the State of
Florida and who complies with at least one (1) of the 
qualifications of Section 104.10.4.1. 

104.7.2 Each of the applicants shall possess a current Certificate 
of Competency or a Professional License in the discipline 
requested as a Master Plumber or Plumbing Contractor or 
Engineer issued by at least one of the following entities: 

A. Florida Construction Industry Licensing Board
B. Broward County Central Examining Board of

Plumbers 
C. Miami-Dade County Construction Trades

Qualifying Board
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D. Florida Board of Professional Engineers.

104.8 Certification of the Chief Structural Inspector. To be 
eligible for appointment as a Chief Structural Inspector, such 
person shall be certified as required by BCAIB as a Structural 
Standard Plans Examiner and Structural Standard Inspector or 
be a Florida Registered Architect or Florida Licensed 
Professional Engineer in the discipline requested. 

104.8.1 Such person shall be certified by BORA and shall 
meet at least one of the following qualification: 

104.8.1.1 Six (6) years combined experience including 
all of the following: 

A. Architect or an Engineer having practiced
within the HVHZ for a minimum two (2) years.

B. A minimum of one (1) year as a Structural Plans 
Examiner within the HVHZ employed by a
municipality or private company contracted
with a municipality.

C. A minimum of two (2) years as a Structural
Inspector within the HVHZ employed by a
municipality or private company contracted
with a municipality, or a Florida School Board,
within the HVHZ. Be a Standard Plans
Examiner employed appointed as such,
municipality or private company contracted
with a municipality for a minimum of one (1)
year by an AHJ or school board within the State
of Florida and who complies with at least one
(1) of the qualifications of Section 104.10.1.1.

104.8.1.2 Eight (8) years combined experience 
including all of the following: 

A. Experience as General Contractor (Unlimited)
licensed by the CILB, Broward County Central
Examining Board or Miami-Dade County
Construction Trades Qualifying Board.

B. A minimum two (2) years construction
experience in the Structural discipline within
the HVHZ.

C. A minimum of one (1) year as a Structural
Plans Examiner employed by a municipality or
private company contracted with a
municipality or a Florida School Board within
the HVHZ.

D. A minimum of two (2) years as a Structural
Inspector employed by a municipality or
private company contracted with a
municipality or a Florida School Board within
the HVHZ.

104.8.2 An applicant for Certification as a Chief Structural 
Inspector under the provisions of this section who is a 
graduate from an accredited school holding a Bachelor or 
Associate of Science Degree in Engineering, Architecture 
or Building Construction may be credited for three (3) 
years for Bachelor Degree or one (1) year for an Associate 

Degree towards the combined experience requirements. 
This credit is not applicable towards the requirements 
under Section 104.8.1.1. 

104.8.3.2 An applicant for Certification as Chief Structural 
Inspector under the provisions of this section may only 
substitute two years of HVHZ experience with two years 
of statewide experience by passing the BORA HVHZ 
exam. 

104.8.2 Each of the applicants shall possess a current 
Certificate of Competency as a G.C. or a Professional 
Engineer license or Architect registration issued by at least 
one of the following entities: 

A. Florida Construction Industry Licensing Board
B. Broward County Central Examining Board of

Building Construction Trades
C. Miami-Dade County Construction Trades

Qualifying Board
D. Florida Board of Professional Engineers
E. Department of Business and Professional

Regulation as an Architect

104.8.2 An applicant for Certification as a Chief Structural 
Inspector under the provisions of this section who is a 
graduate from an accredited school holding a Bachelor or 
Associate of Science Degree in Engineering, Architecture or 
Building Construction may be credited for three two (32) 
years for Bachelor Degree or one (1) year for an Associate 
Degree towards the combined experience requirements. This 
credit is not applicable towards the requirements under 
Section 104.8.1.1.  

104.8.3 An applicant for Certification as Chief Structural 
Inspector under the provisions of this section, who has passed 
BORA HVHZ Competency exam may substitute experience 
within the State of Florida for the required HVHZ experience 
requirements as specified in Section 104.8.1.1 or 104.8.1.2. 

104.9 Appointment of the Electrical, Mechanical, Plumbing 
and Structural Plans Examiner. As set forth herein: There 
shall be appointed by each governmental AHJ a person 
qualified as set forth in the above and below Sections to serve 
as Plans Examiner in each discipline as stated above. To be 
eligible for appointment as a Plans Examiner, such person shall 
be certified by BORA. 

104.10 Powers and Duties of the Electrical, Mechanical, 
Plumbing and Structural Plans Examiner. The Plans 
Examiner shall be responsible for duties as assigned by the 
Chief Inspector within his or her particular discipline. The Plans 
Examiner shall fulfill the duties of the Chief Inspector during 
the absence of the Chief Inspector with full responsibilities of 
the position within his or her particular discipline. The Plans 
Examiner shall examine all plans and/or specifications and 
applications for permits within his or her particular discipline. 
When approvals by other agencies having authority may 
logically be required to be affixed to the plans and/or 
specifications before approval by the Plans Examiner, such 
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approval shall be affixed to the plans and/or specifications 
before examination by the Plans Examiner. If the application or 
plans and/or specifications do not conform to the requirements 
of all pertinent laws or regulations, the Plans Examiner shall 
reject such application in writing, stating the reasons therefore 
and citing the relevant code section(s). Plans and/or 
specifications which are rejected, as stated herein above, shall 
be returned for correction. Pen notations on mechanically 
reproduced plans and/or specifications may be accepted for 
only minor corrections. If the applications, plans and/or 
specifications, upon examination, are found to comply with the 
requirements of this Code, the plans and/or specifications shall 
be signed and marked approved. 

104.10.1 Certification of the Structural Plans 
Examiner. To be eligible for appointment as a Structural 
Plans Examiner, such person shall be certified by BCAIB 
as a Structural Standard Plans Examiner or be a Florida 
Registered Architect or Florida Licensed Professional 
Engineer in the discipline requested. 

104.10.1.1 Such person shall also be certified by BORA 
by meeting at least one of the following: 

104.10.1.1.1 Be a Florida Registered Architect or 
a Florida Licensed Professional Engineer, in the 
discipline requested and having practiced for a 
minimum of five (5) years within the State of 
Florida, with two (2) years of which shall have 
been within the HVHZ experience or by passing 
BORA’s HVHZ exam. 

104.10.1.1.2 Be a BCAIB certified Structural 
Inspector with seven (7) years of experience, two 
(2) years of which shall have been within the
HVHZ or by passing BORA’s HVHZ exam An
individual qualifying  through this path shall be
required to acquire an Unlimited G.C. license, by
exam, from either the Construction Industry
Licensing Board (CILB), Broward County
Examining Board or the Miami-Dade
Construction Trades Qualifying Board, within
one (1) year of initial certification. Be a Standard
Inspector appointed as such, for a minimum of
one (1) year by an AHJ or school board within the
State of Florida and who complies with at least
one (1) of the qualifications of Section 104.16.3.1.

104.10.1.1.3 Be a State Licensed G.C. with at 
least seven (7) years of combined experience in 
the structural discipline of which a minimum of 
two (2) years as a BCAIB certified Structural 
Inspector and two (2) years shall have been within 
HVHZ or by passing BORA’s HVHZ exam. 

104.10.1.1.4 Be an unlimited G.C., licensed by 
either, Broward County Examining Board or the 
Miami-Dade Construction Trades Qualifying 
Board with at least seven (7) years of combined 
experience of which a minimum of two (2) years 

as a BCAIB certified Structural Inspector and two 
(2) years shall have been within the HVHZ or by
passing BORA’s HVHZ exam.

104.10.1.2 An applicant for Certification as a Structural 
Plans Examiner under the provisions of this section who 
is a graduate from an accredited school holding a 
Bachelor or Associate of Science Degree in Engineering, 
Architecture or Building Construction may be credited for 
three (3) years for Bachelor Degree or one (1) year for an 
Associate Degree towards the combined experience 
requirements. This credit is not applicable towards the 
requirements under Section 104.10.1.1.1. Limited Plans 
Examiner certifications may be issued to individuals 
holding current Building Contractor or Residential 
Contractor licenses and who otherwise meet the 
requirements of the appropriate section under which they 
are qualifying, with duties limited to the scope of work 
authorized by their license. 

104.10.1.3 An applicant for certification as Structural Plans 
Examiner under the provisions of this section may only 
substitute the required two year HVHZ experience with 
two years of statewide experience by passing the BORA 
HVHZ exam. Each of the applicants shall possess a current 
Certificate of Competency or a Professional Engineer 
license or Architect registration issued by at least one of 
the following entities: 

A. Florida Construction Industry Licensing Board
B. Broward County Central Examining Board of

Building Construction Trades
C. Miami-Dade County Construction Trades

Qualifying Board
D. Florida Board of Professional Engineers

Department of Business and Professional
Regulation as an Architect

104.10.2 Certification of the Electrical Plans Examiner. To 
be eligible for appointment as an Electrical Plans Examiner, 
such person shall be certified as required by BCAIB as an 
Electrical Plans Examiner and as an Electrical Inspector. 
Engineers are exempt from BCAIB certification. 

104.10.2.1 Such person shall be certified by BORA and 
shall meet at least one of the following qualifications:  

104.10.2.1.1 An Engineer in the discipline 
requested and having practiced for a minimum of 
five (5) years within the State of Florida. 

104.10.2.1.2 An Electrical Inspector employed by 
a municipality or private company contracted 
with a municipality or school board within the 
State of Florida for a minimum of one (1) year and 
who complies at least one (1) of the qualifications 
of Section 104.12.3.1. An Electrical Inspector 
serving for a minimum of one (1) year for an AHJ 
or school board within the State of Florida and 
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who complies with at least one (1) of the 
qualifications of Section 104.12.3.1. 

104.10.2.2 Each of the applicants shall possess a current 
Certificate of Competency or a Professional License in 
the discipline requested as a Master Electrician or 
Electrical Contractor or Engineer issued by at least one 
of the following entities: 

A. Florida Electrical Contractors Licensing Board
B. Broward County Central Examining Board of

Electricians
C. Miami-Dade County Construction Trades

Qualifying Board
D. Florida Board of Professional Engineers

104.10.3 Certification of the Mechanical Plans 
Examiner. To be eligible for appointment as a Mechanical 
Plans Examiner, such person shall be certified as required 
by the BCAIB as a Mechanical Plans Examiner and as a 
Mechanical Inspector. Engineers are exempt from BCAIB 
certification. 

104.10.3.1 Such person shall be certified by BORA and 
shall meet at least one of the following qualifications:  

104.10.3.1.1 An Engineer in the discipline 
requested and having practiced for a minimum of 
five (5) years within the State of Florida. 

104.10.3.1.2 A Mechanical Inspector employed 
by a municipality or private company contracted 
with a municipality or school board within the 
State of Florida for a minimum of one (1) year and 
who complies with at least one the qualifications 
of Section 104.13.3.1. A Mechanical Inspector 
serving for a minimum of one (1) year for an AHJ 
or school board within the State of Florida and 
who complies with at least one (1) of the 
qualifications of Section 104.13.3.1. 

104.10.3.2 Each of the applicants shall possess a current 
Certificate of Competency or a Professional License as 
a Master Mechanical or Mechanical Contractor or Class 
“A” Air Conditioning Contractor or Class “B” Air 
Conditioning Contractor or Engineer issued by at least 
one of the following entities: 

A. Florida Construction Industry Licensing Board
B. Broward County Central Examining Board of

Mechanical Contractors and Specialty
Mechanical Contractors

C. Miami-Dade County Construction Trades
Qualifying Board

D. Florida Board of Professional Engineers

104.10.3.2.1 Individuals holding licenses as a 
Class “B” Air Conditioning Contractor, with a 
current Certificate of Competency issued by the 
above-mentioned Boards, shall have duties 

limited to the examination of air conditioning and 
mechanical plans within the scope of his or her 
Certificate of Competency. 

104.10.4 Certification of the Plumbing Plans Examiner. 
To be eligible for appointment as a Plumbing Plans 
Examiner, such person shall be certified as required by 
BCAIB as a Plumbing Plans Examiner and as a Plumbing 
Inspector. Engineers are exempt from BCAIB certification. 

104.10.4.1 Such person shall be certified by BORA and 
shall meet at least one of the following qualifications:  

104.10.4.1.1 An Engineer in the discipline 
requested and having practiced for a minimum of 
five (5) years within the State of Florida. 

104.10.4.1.2 A Plumbing Inspector employed by 
a municipality or private company contracted 
with a municipality or school board within the 
State of Florida for a minimum of one (1) year and 
who complies with the at least one (1) of the 
qualifications of Section 104.14.3.1. A Plumbing 
Inspector serving for a minimum of one (1) year 
for an AHJ or school board within the State of 
Florida and who complies with at least one (1) of 
the qualifications of Section 104.14.3.1. 

104.10.4.2 Each of the applicants shall possess a current 
Certificate of Competency or a Professional License in 
the discipline requested as a Master Plumber or 
Plumbing Contractor or Engineer issued by at least one 
of the following entities: 

A. Florida Construction Industry Licensing Board
B. Broward County Central Examining Board of

Plumbers
C. Miami-Dade County Construction Trades

Qualifying Board
D. Florida Board of Professional Engineers

104.11 Powers and Duties of the Electrical, Mechanical, 
Plumbing, Roofing and Structural Inspector. The Electrical, 
Mechanical, Plumbing, Roofing, and Structural Inspectors shall 
comply with rules and regulations of this Code, enforcing all 
the laws, rules and regulations relating thereto in the area of 
jurisdiction and enforcing all the provisions of this Code. If 
defects, omissions or violations exist on any other part relating 
to work for which approval is requested, the issuance of the 
Approval shall be withheld until corrections have been made to 
the defective portion and the same are made to comply with this 
Code. The Inspector shall serve notice to the 
contractor/representative or owner/representative in writing, 
stating the reasons therefore and citing the relevant code 
section(s) of this Code. 

104.12 Electrical Inspector. As set forth herein: 

104.12.1 Appointment of an Electrical Inspector. There 
shall be appointed by each governmental AHJ a person 
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qualified as set forth in Section 104.12.3 to serve as an 
Electrical Inspector. To be eligible for appointment as an 
Electrical Inspector, such person shall be certified by 
BORA. 

104.12.2 Powers and Duties of the Electrical Inspector. 

104.12.2.1 Such employee shall have the duties and 
powers as delegated by the Chief Electrical Inspector 
except that the Chief may not delegate authority to 
subordinates to interpret provisions of this Electrical 
Code. 

104.12.2.2 It shall be the duty of the Electrical Inspector 
to inspect any work on electrical installations shall be 
held to include and govern all work and materials used 
in installing, maintaining and/or extending a system of 
electrical wiring for the use of light, heat, power or low 
voltage systems, and all appurtenances, apparatus, or 
equipment used in connection therewith, inside of or 
attached to any building or structure, lot or premise) and 
every electrical system or device, (all wiring, apparatus 
and equipment, and all installations for light, heat, 
power and low voltage systems), installed in new 
construction, additions, alterations or repairs to existing 
electrical systems, apparatus or equipment in existing 
construction. 

104.12.2.3 The Electrical Inspector shall issue an 
Approval for all installations of light, heat, power and 
low voltage systems (burglar alarms, central vacuums, 
communications, computer systems, fiber optics, fire 
alarms, telephone, television and all other systems 98 
volts and less) that comply with the rules and regulations 
of this Electrical Code. 

104.12.2.4 A 30-day temporary electrical service 
connection shall be approved by the Electrical Inspector, 
where the need for electrical power exists, if the wiring 
installation, apparatus or equipment is found to be in a 
safe operating condition. Under these circumstances, an 
application for temporary service shall be made in 
writing by the electrical contractor, firm, corporation, or 
owner requesting a temporary service connection to the 
public utility system or isolated generating plant. 

104.12.2.5 The Electrical Inspector is hereby 
empowered to inspect or re-inspect any wiring, 
equipment or apparatus used in the installation of light, 
heat, power or low voltage systems and if this wiring, 
equipment, apparatus or low voltage system is found to 
be unsafe to life or property, the Electrical Inspector 
shall serve notice to the owner and/or operator, in 
writing, stating the reasons therefore and citing the 
relevant code section(s) of this Electrical Code, that the 
hazardous wiring, or equipment exists and shall be 
corrected within a reasonable period of time. 

104.12.2.6 The Electrical Inspector is hereby given the 
power to disconnect extension cords, temporary wiring, 

branch circuits, feeder conductors or the main service 
supplying electrical energy to any portion of an 
electrical wiring system in buildings, or on premises, if 
this wiring is in the opinion of the Electrical Inspector, 
considered to be hazardous to life or property. Any 
person, firm or corporation supplying current, shall 
disconnect service from the source of supply upon 
instructions from the Chief Electrical Inspector where 
hazards are deemed to exist, after receiving written 
notice citing the appropriate Code Section(s) of this 
Electrical Code from the Electrical Inspector. 

104.12.3 Certification of the Electrical Inspector. To be 
eligible for appointment as an Electrical Inspector, such 
person shall be certified as required by BCAIB as an 
Electrical Inspector. Engineers are exempt from BCAIB 
certification. 

104.12.3.1 Such person shall be certified by BORA and 
shall meet at least one of the following qualifications:  

104.12.3.1.1 An Engineer in the discipline 
requested. 

104.12.3.1.2 Five (5) years construction 
experience in the electrical discipline in a 
supervisory capacity and possess a Certificate of 
Competency as a Master Electrician or Electrical 
Contractor. 

104.12.3.1.3 Five (5) years construction 
experience in the electrical discipline and five (5) 
years experience as an Electrical Inspector 
certified by BCAIB and possess a Certificate of 
Competency as a Master Electrician or Electrical 
Contractor. 

104.12.3.1.4 Seven (7) years construction 
experience in the electrical discipline and possess 
a Certificate of Competency as a Journeyman 
Electrician. 

104.12.3.1.5 Ten (10) years experience as an 
Electrical Inspector certified by BCAIB. A person 
with multi-discipline certifications can only be 
certified in one discipline. A person certified 
under this section is exempt from Section 
104.12.3.2. 

104.12.3.2 Each of the applicants shall possess a current 
Certification of Competency or a Professional License 
in the discipline requested as a Master Electrician or 
Electrical Contractor or Journeyman Electrician or 
Engineer issued by at least one of the following entities: 

A. Florida Electrical Contractors Licensing Board
B. Broward County Central Examining Board of

Electricians
C. Miami-Dade County Construction Trades

Qualifying Board, Block proctored
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D. Florida Board of Professional Engineers

104.12.3.3 An applicant for Certification as an Electrical 
Inspector under the provisions of this Section who is a 
graduate from an accredited school holding a Bachelor 
or an Associate of Science Degree in Electrical 
Engineering may be credited for three two (32) years for 
a Bachelor Degree or one (1) year for an Associate 
Degree towards the combined experience requirements. 
This credit is not applicable towards the requirements 
under Section 104.12.3.1.1. 

104.13 Mechanical Inspector: As set forth herein: 

104.13.1 Appointment of a Mechanical Inspector. There 
shall be appointed by each governmental AHJ a person 
qualified as set forth in Section 104.13.3 to serve as 
Mechanical Inspector. To be eligible for appointment as a 
Mechanical Inspector, such person shall be certified by 
BORA.   

104.13.2 Powers and Duties of the Mechanical 
Inspector. 

104.13.2.1 Such employee shall have the duties and 
powers as delegated by the Chief Mechanical Inspector 
except that the Chief may not delegate authority to 
subordinates to interpret provisions of this Mechanical 
Code.  

104.13.2.2 The Mechanical Inspector shall issue an 
Approval for all installations of mechanical systems, 
including alterations, repairs, replacement, equipment, 
appliances, fixtures, fittings and/or appurtenances 
thereto, including ventilating, heating, cooling, air 
conditioning and refrigeration systems and other 
energy-related systems that comply with the rules and 
regulations of this Mechanical Code. 

104.13.2.3 It shall be the duty of the Mechanical 
Inspector to inspect all installations of ventilation, air 
conditioning and refrigeration systems and equipment. 
Existing installations not conforming to the 
requirements of this Mechanical Code shall be made to 
comply, when relocated, or when altered or repaired, in 
compliance with the FBC, Existing Building. The 
Mechanical Inspector shall enforce all the laws, rules 
and regulations relating thereto in the area of jurisdiction 
and to enforce all the provisions of this Mechanical 
Code. 

104.13.3 Certification of the Mechanical Inspector. To 
be eligible for appointment as a Mechanical Inspector, such 
person shall be certified as required by the BCAIB as a 
Mechanical Inspector. Engineers are exempt from BCAIB 
certification. 

104.13.3.1 Such person shall be certified by BORA and 
shall meet at least one of the following qualifications: 

104.13.3.1.1 An Engineer in the discipline 
requested. 

104.13.3.1.2 Five (5) years construction 
experience in the mechanical discipline in a 
supervisory capacity and possess a Certificate of 
Competency as a Master Mechanical or 
Mechanical Contractor or Class “A” Air 
Conditioning Contractor or Class “B” Air 
Conditioning Contractor. 

104.13.3.1.3 Five (5) years construction 
experience in the mechanical discipline and five 
(5) years experience as a Mechanical Inspector
certified by BCAIB and possess a Certificate of
Competency as a Master Mechanical or
Mechanical Contractor or Class “A” Air
Conditioning Contractor or Class “B” Air
Conditioning Contractor.

104.13.3.1.4 Seven (7) years construction 
experience in the mechanical discipline and 
possess a Certificate of Competency as a 
Journeyman Mechanical. 

104.13.3.1.5 Ten (10) years experience as a 
Mechanical Inspector certified by BCAIB. A 
person with multi-discipline certifications can 
only be certified in one discipline. A person 
certified under this section is exempt from Section 
104.13.3.2. 

104.13.3.2 Each of the applicants shall possess a current 
Certificate of Competency or a Professional License in 
the discipline requested as a Master Mechanical or 
Mechanical Contractor or Class “A” Air Conditioning 
Contractor or Class “B” Air Conditioning Contractor or 
Journeyman Mechanical or Engineer issued by at least 
one of the following entities: 

A. Florida Construction Industry Licensing Board
B. Broward County Central Examining Board of

Mechanical Contractors and Specialty
Mechanical Contractors

C. Miami-Dade County Construction Trades
Qualifying Board

D. Florida Board of Professional Engineers

104.13.3.2.1 Individuals holding licenses as a 
Class “B” Air Conditioning Contractor, with a 
current Certificate of Competency issued by the 
above-mentioned Boards, shall have duties 
limited to the inspection of air conditioning and 
mechanical work within the scope of his or her 
Certificate of Competency. 

104.13.3.3 An applicant for Certification as a 
Mechanical Inspector under the provisions of this 
Section who is a graduate from an accredited school 
holding a Bachelor or an Associate of Science Degree in 
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Mechanical Engineering may be credited for three two 
(32) years for a Bachelor Degree or one (1) year for an
Associate Degree towards the combined experience
requirements. This credit is not applicable towards the
requirements under Section 104.13.3.1.1.

104.14 Plumbing Inspector. As set forth herein: 

104.14.1 Appointment of a Plumbing Inspector. There 
shall be appointed by each governmental AHJ a person 
qualified as set forth in Section 104.14.3 to serve as 
Plumbing Inspector. To be eligible for appointment as a 
Plumbing Inspector, such person shall be certified by 
BORA. 

104.14.2 Powers and Duties of the Plumbing Inspector. 

104.14.2.1 Such employee shall have the duties and 
powers as delegated by the Chief Plumbing Inspector 
except that the Chief may not delegate authority to 
subordinates to interpret provisions of this Plumbing 
Code. 

104.14.2.2 The Plumbing Inspector shall issue an 
Approval for all installations of plumbing and sanitary 
systems, appliances, plumbing fixtures, fittings and/or 
appurtenances thereto, including heating and storing 
water, backflow and backsiphonage, public and private 
sewer disposal and drainage systems that comply with 
the rules and regulations of this Plumbing Code. 

104.14.2.3 It shall be the duty of the Plumbing Inspector 
to inspect all new plumbing or drainage systems or parts 
thereof or additions, alterations, repairs or changes to the 
existing plumbing or drainage installations or fixtures or 
appliances shall conform to the requirements of this 
Plumbing Code. The Plumbing Inspector shall enforce 
all the laws, rules and regulations relating thereto in the 
area of jurisdiction and to enforce all the provisions of 
the Plumbing Code. 

104.14.2.4 It shall be the duty of the Plumbing Inspector 
to inspect any Plumbing system, he or she has reason to 
believe has become unsanitary or deflective. Nothing 
contained in this Plumbing Code shall be deemed to 
require any plumbing or drainage system or part thereof, 
or any other work regulated by this Plumbing Code and 
existing prior to the effective date of this Plumbing 
Code, to be altered, changed, reconstructed, removed or 
demolished if such work was installed in accordance 
with all applicable laws in effect prior to the date this 
Plumbing Code became effective, except when any such 
plumbing or drainage system or other work regulated by 
this Plumbing Code is dangerous, unsafe, unsanitary or 
a menace to life, health or property, in the opinion of the 
Plumbing Inspector. 

104.14.2.5 All installations regulated by this Plumbing 
Code or related drainage work shall be maintained and 
executed in such a manner as to not constitute a nuisance 

or to threaten or impair the health of any individual or 
the public in general. The contents of such installations 
shall not be permitted to overflow in a building, on a 
premise or upon the surface of the ground, street or 
sidewalk. It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or 
corporation whether owner or agent, to create, keep, 
cause, maintain, propagate or permit the existence of a 
nuisance as defined in this Plumbing Code. Any 
building or premises found to be unsanitary or 
inadequate, or which constitute a health or safety hazard, 
or which by reason of illegal use or improper use, 
occupancy or maintenance constitute a violation of the 
provisions of this Plumbing Code, shall be deemed to be 
unsafe. The Plumbing Inspector shall have the power to 
abate any nuisance by the issuance of a notice to correct 
and/or eliminate the nuisance within a reasonable length 
of time. 

104.14.3 Certification of the Plumbing Inspector. To be 
eligible for appointment as a Plumbing Inspector, such person 
shall be certified as required BCAIB as a Plumbing Inspector. 
Engineers are exempt from BCAIB certification. 

104.14.3.1 Such person shall be certified by BORA and 
shall meet at least one of the following qualifications: 

104.14.3.1.1 An Engineer in the discipline 
requested.  

104.14.3.1.2 Five (5) years construction experience 
in the plumbing discipline in a supervisory capacity 
and possess a Certificate of Competency as a Master 
Plumber or Plumbing Contractor. 

104.14.3.1.3 Five (5) years construction experience 
in the plumbing discipline and five (5) years 
experience as a Plumbing Inspector certified by 
BCAIB and possess a Certificate of Competency as 
a Master Plumber or Plumbing Contractor. 

104.14.3.1.4 Seven (7) years construction 
experience in the plumbing discipline and possess a 
Certificate of Competency as a Journeyman 
Plumber.   

104.14.3.1.5 Ten (10) years experience as a 
Plumbing Inspector certified by BCAIB. A person 
with multi-discipline certifications can only be 
certified in one discipline. A person certified under 
this section is exempt from Section 104.14.3.2. 

104.14.3.2 Each of the applicants shall possess a current 
Certificate of Competency or a Professional License in 
the discipline requested as a Master Plumber or 
Plumbing Contractor or Journeyman Plumber issued by 
at least one of the following entities: 

A. Florida Construction Industry Licensing Board
B. Broward County Central Examining Board of

Plumbers
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C. Miami-Dade County Construction Trades
Qualifying Board

D. Florida Board of Professional Engineers

104.14.3.3 An applicant for Certification as a Plumbing 
Inspector under the provisions of this Section who is a 
graduate from an accredited school holding a Bachelor 
or an Associate of Science Degree in Mechanical 
Engineering may be credited for three two (32) years for 
a Bachelor Degree or one (1) year for an Associate 
Degree towards the combined experience requirements. 
This credit is not applicable towards the requirements 
under Section 104.14.3.1.1. 

104.15 Roofing Inspector.  As set forth herein: 

104.15.1 Appointment of a Roofing Inspector.  There 
shall be appointed by each governmental AHJ a person 
qualified as set forth in Section 104.15.3 to serve as a 
Roofing Inspector. To be eligible for appointment as a 
Roofing Inspector, such person shall be certified by 
BORA. 

104.15.2 Powers and Duties of the Roofing Inspector: 

104.15.2.1 Such employee shall have the duties and 
powers as delegated by the Chief Structural Inspector 
except that the Chief may not delegate authority to 
subordinates to interpret provisions of this Code. A 
Roofing Inspector, if properly certified, may be assigned 
to perform Roofing Inspections and such other duties as 
delegated by the Chief Structural Inspector. Certified 
Structural Standard Inspectors may be assigned duties as 
a Roofing Inspector. 

104.15.2.2 The Roofing Inspector shall serve notice to 
the Roofing Contractor/representative or 
owner/representative in writing, stating the reasons 
therefore and citing the relevant code section(s). 

104.15.3 Certification of the Roofing Inspector. To be 
eligible for appointment as a Roofing Inspector, such 
person shall be certified by BCAIB as a Structural Standard 
Inspector or Standard Roofing Inspector or be a Florida 
Registered Architect or Florida Licensed Professional 
Engineer in the discipline requested. 

104.15.3.1 Such person shall also be certified by BORA 
by meeting at least one of the following: 

104.15.3.1.1 Be a Florida Registered Architect or 
a Florida Licensed Professional Engineer in the 
discipline requested with two (2) years of HVHZ 
experience or passing BORA’s HVHZ exam. 

104.15.3.1.2 Be a BCAIB certified Structural 
Standard Inspector or Standard Roofing Inspector 
with five (5) years of experience within the State 
of Florida, two (2) years of which shall have been 
within the HVHZ or by passing BORA’s HVHZ 

exam. An individual qualifying through this path 
shall be required to acquire an Unlimited G.C. 
license or a Roofing Contractor license, by exam, 
from either the Construction Industry Licensing 
Board (CILB), Broward County Examining 
Board or the Miami-Dade Construction Trades 
Qualifying Board, within one (1) year of initial 
certification. 

104.15.3.1.3 Be a state licensed unlimited G.C. or 
Roofing Contractor, by exam, from either the 
Construction Industry Licensing Board (CILB), 
Broward County Examining Board or the Miami-
Dade Construction Trades Qualifying Board with 
at least five (5) years of experience within the 
State of Florida in the roofing discipline with that 
License of which two (2) years shall have been 
within the HVHZ or by passing BORA’s HVHZ 
exam. 

104.15.3.1.4 Be an unlimited G.C. or Roofing 
Contractor, licensed by either, Broward County 
Examining Board or the Miami-Dade 
Construction Trades Qualifying Board with at 
least five (5) years of experience with that License 
of which two (2) years shall have been within the 
HVHZ or by passing BORA’s HVHZ exam. Five 
(5) years construction experience within the State
of Florida in the roofing discipline in a 
supervisory capacity of which at least two (2) 
years shall have been within the HVHZ or by 
passing BORA’s HVHZ exam. An individual 
qualifying through this path shall be required to 
acquire an Unlimited G.C. a Roofing Contractors 
License, by exam, from either the Construction 
Industry Licensing Board (CILB), Broward 
County Examining Board or the Miami-Dade 
Construction Trades Qualifying Board, within 
one (1) year of initial certification as an inspector. 

104.15.3.1.5 Ten (10) years construction 
experience within the State of Florida in the 
roofing discipline of which at least two (2) years 
shall have been within the HVHZ or by passing 
BORA’s HVHZ exam. An individual qualifying 
through this path shall be required to acquire a 
Roofing Contractors License, by exam, from 
either the Construction Industry Licensing Board 
(CILB), Broward County Examining Board or the 
Miami-Dade Construction Trades Qualifying 
Board, within one (1) year of initial certification 
as an inspector. 

104.15.3.2 An applicant for Certification as a Structural 
Roofing Inspector under the provisions of this section 
who is a graduate from an accredited school holding a 
Bachelor or Associate of Science Degree in 
Engineering, Architecture or Building Construction may 
be credited for three two (32) years for Bachelor Degree 
or one (1) year for an Associate Degree towards the 
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combined experience requirements. This credit is not 
applicable towards the requirements under Section 
104.15.3.1.1. 

104.15.3.3 Individuals holding current licenses as a 
residential contractor or building contractor issued by 
any of the 3 agencies mentioned in Sections 
104.15.3.1.3 and 104.15.3.1.4 may be certified as 
Limited Inspectors with duties limited to the scope of 
work they are licensed to build.  

104.15.3.4 An applicant for certification as Roofing 
Inspector under the provisions of this section may only 
substitute the required two year HVHZ experience with 
two years of statewide experience by passing the BORA 
HVHZ exam. 

104.16 Structural Inspector. As set forth herein: 

104.16.1 Appointment of a Structural Inspector.  There 
shall be appointed by each governmental AHJ a person 
qualified as set forth in Section 104.16.3 to serve as a 
Structural Inspector. To be eligible for appointment as a 
Structural Inspector, such person shall be certified by 
BORA. 

104.16.2 Powers and Duties of the Structural Inspector. 
Such employee shall have the duties and powers as 
delegated by the Chief Structural Inspector except that the 
Chief may not delegate authority to subordinates to 
interpret provisions of this Code. 

104.16.2.1 The Structural Inspector shall serve notice to 
the Structural Contractor/representative or owner / 
representative in writing, stating the reasons therefore 
and citing the relevant code section(s) 

104.16.2.2 The Structural Inspector shall issue an 
Approval for installations of all building components, as 
listed in Section 110.3 of this Code. 

104.16.3 Certification of the Structural Inspector. To be 
eligible for appointment as a Structural Inspector, such 
person shall be certified by BCAIB as a Structural Standard 
Inspector or be a Florida Registered Architect or Florida 
Licensed Professional Engineer in the discipline requested. 

104.16.3.1 Such person shall also be certified by BORA 
by meeting the requirements of at least one of the 
following: 

104.16.3.1.1 Be a Florida Registered Architect or 
a Florida Licensed Professional Engineer in the 
discipline requested with two (2) years of HVHZ 
experience or by passing BORA’s HVHZ exam. 

104.16.3.1.2 Be a BCAIB certified Structural 
Standard Inspector in the Structural discipline 
with five (5) years of experience within the State 
of Florida, of which, either, two (2) years shall 

have been within HVHZ or by passing BORA’s 
HVHZ exam. An individual qualifying through 
this path shall be required to acquire an Unlimited 
G.C. license, by exam, from either the
Construction Industry Licensing Board (CILB),
Broward County Examining Board or the Miami-
Dade Construction Trades Qualifying Board,
within one (1) year of initial certification as an
inspector.

104.16.3.1.3 Be a state (CILB) licensed G.C. with 
at least five (5) years of experience within the 
State of Florida in the Structural discipline with 
that license of which, either, two (2) years shall 
have been within the HVHZ or by passing 
BORA’s HVHZ exam. 

104.16.3.1.4 Be an unlimited GC, licensed by 
either, Broward County Examining Board or the 
Miami-Dade Construction Trades Qualifying 
Board with at least five (5) years of experience 
with that license of which, either, two (2) years 
shall have been within the HVHZ or by passing 
BORA’s HVHZ exam. 

104.16.3.1.54 Five (5) years construction 
experience in the Structural discipline in a 
supervisory capacity of which at least two (2) 
years shall have been within the jurisdiction of 
HVHZ or by passing BORA’s HVHZ exam. An 
individual qualifying through this path shall be 
required to acquire an Unlimited G.C. license, by 
exam, from either the Construction Industry 
Licensing Board (CILB), Broward County 
Examining Board or the Miami-Dade 
Construction Trades Qualifying Board, within 
one (1) year of initial certification as an inspector. 

104.16.3.165 Ten (10) years construction 
experience in the Structural discipline of which at 
least two (2) years shall have been within the 
jurisdiction of the HVHZ or by passing BORA’s 
HVHZ exam. An individual qualifying through 
this path shall be required to acquire an Unlimited 
G.C. license, by exam, from either the
Construction Industry Licensing Board (CILB),
Broward County Examining Board or the Miami-
Dade Construction Trades Qualifying Board,
within one (1) year of initial certification as an
inspector.

104.16.3.2 An applicant for Certification as a 
Structural Inspector under the provisions of this 
section who is a graduate from an accredited 
school holding a Bachelor or Associate of Science 
Degree in Engineering, Architecture or Building 
Construction may be credited for three two (32) 
years for Bachelor Degree or one (1) year for an 
Associate Degree towards the combined 
experience requirements. This credit is not 
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applicable towards the requirements under 
Section 104.16.3.1.1. 

104.16.3.3 Limited Building or Residential Inspector 
certifications may be issued to individuals holding 
current Building Contractor or Residential Contractor 
licenses issued by any of the three (3) agencies 
mentioned in Sections 104.16.3.1.3 through 
104.16.3.1.6 and who otherwise meet the requirements 
of the appropriate section under which they are 
qualifying, with duties limited to the scope of work 
authorized by their license. 

104.16.3.4 An applicant for certification as Structural 
Inspector under the provisions of this section may only 
substitute the required two year HVHZ experience with 
two years of statewide experience by passing the BORA 
HVHZ exam. 

104.17 Certification of Building Departments and Building 
Code Inspection Enforcement Personnel. BORA shall certify 
each and every Building Department after it has determined to 
its satisfaction that the Building Code Inspection Enforcement 
Personnel are qualified by the provisions of this Code. These 
positions shall include at a minimum the Building Official, 
Chief Electrical Inspector, Chief Mechanical Inspector, Chief 
Plumbing Inspector, and Chief Structural Inspector. 

104.17.1 Only such persons that have been examined and 
certified by BORA may be appointed or have the powers 
and duties of a Building Official, Assistant Building 
Official, or Chief Inspector. Each Building Official, 
Assistant Building Official, and Chief Inspector shall 
obtain a separate card for each governmental AHJ by which 
he or she is employed. Plans Examiners and Inspectors 
shall be issued a single certification card that is valid 
Countywide upon approval. 

104.17.2 The certification of Building Department 
Inspection Personnel may be revoked, for cause, by 
BORA. BORA may deny, refuse to renew, suspend, or 
revoke BORA certificate of a Building Official, Assistant 
Building Official, Chief Inspector, Plans Examiner or 
Inspector if it finds that any of the following grounds exist: 

A. Any cause for which issuance of a certificate
could have been refused had it then existed and
been known to BORA.

B. Violation of FBC.
C. Falsification of records relating to the certificate.
D. Having been found guilty of or having pleaded

guilty or nolo contendere to a felony, whether or
not a judgment of conviction has been

E. entered.
F. Failure to meet any of the renewal requirements.
G. Having been convicted of a crime in any

jurisdiction which directly relates to the practice
of the building code inspection, plan review, or
administration.

H. Making or filing a report or record that the
certificate holder knows to be false, or knowingly
inducing another to file a false report or record, or
knowingly failing to file a report or record
required by the state or local law, or knowingly
impeding or obstructing such filings, or
knowingly inducing another person to impede or
obstruct such filing.

I. Failure to properly enforce applicable building
codes or permit requirements within this state
which the certificate holder knows are applicable
by committing willful misconduct, gross
negligence, gross misconduct, repeated
negligence, or negligence resulting in a
significant danger to life or property.

J. Accepting labor, service, or materials at no charge 
or at a noncompetitive rate from any person who
performs work that is under the enforcement
authority of the certificate holder and who is not
an immediate family member of the certificate
holder. For the purpose of this paragraph, the term 
“immediate family member” means a spouse,
child, parent, sibling, grandparent, aunt, uncle, or
first cousin of the person or the person's spouse or
any person who resides in the primary residence
of the certificate holder.  BORA upon verification
of the above grounds, shall immediately notify the 
Building Official, Assistant Building Official,
Chief Inspector, Plans Examiner and/or the
Inspector involved, who, upon notification from
BORA, shall appear before the Board to explain
why his or her certification should not be revoked.

104.17.3 When Building Departments fail to meet 
certification criteria, they will immediately be notified to 
cease activities until such time as requirements of this Code 
are met. 

104.17.4 Application for certification shall contain such 
pertinent information as is considered relevant by BORA. 

104.17.5 Certification shall be for the remainder of the 
current biennial certification period for initial employment 
and shall be renewed biennially on January 1 of each even-
numbered year thereafter. When a Building Official, 
Assistant Building Official or Chief Inspector, resigns from 
his or her position, his or her card becomes inactive until 
he or she again returns to work for a Building Department, 
at which time, upon proper application, he or she will be 
issued a new certification card, at a renewal fee in the  
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102.8 Existing mechanical equipment. An agency or local 
government may not require that existing mechanical 
equipment located on or above the surface of a roof be installed 
in compliance with the requirements of the FBC except during 
reroofing when the equipment is being replaced or moved 
during reroofing and is not in compliance with the provisions 
of the FBC relating to roof mounted mechanical units. 

SECTION 103 
DEPARTMENT OF BUILDING SAFETY 

RESERVED 

SECTION 104 
POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE BUILDING 

OFFICIAL, ASSISTANT BUILDING OFFICIAL, 
FIRE CODE OFFICIAL, CHIEF INSPECTOR, 

PLAN EXAMINER, AND INSPECTOR 

104.1 Building Official. As set forth herein: 
104.1.1 Appointment of a Building Official. The 
appointing authority shall appoint a Building Official, and 
such person shall meet the following minimum 
qualifications and be certified by BORA, as specified in 
Section 104.1.3. The Building Official does not have to be 
personally present at the governmental department as long 
as he or she is available and can perform his or her duties. 

104.1.1.1 Appointment of an Interim Building 
Official.  
a) In the event that the Building Official is not

available to perform his or her duties, each
governmental appointing authority shall appoint an
Interim Building Official provided such person is
qualified as set forth in Section 104.1.3 of this Code,
BORA shall be timely notified in writing by the
Building Official or governmental appointing
authority of the starting date and period of time that
the Interim Building Official or Assistant Building
Official will assume the Building Official’s duties.
The name of the Interim Building Official will be
recorded by BORA, but he or she will not be issued
a certification card as a Building Official. If there is
one Inspector hired by a governmental AHJ in
Broward County, that Inspector shall be a Building
Official. The Building Official shall have the
authority to delegate powers, duties and
assignments to subordinate regular employees
working under his or her authority,  but only to those
employees certified by BORA as qualified to
perform such powers, duties and assignments. It
shall be his or her duty and responsibility to
supervise and coordinate the work of all subordinate
Assistant Building Officials, Chief Inspectors, Plans
Examiners and Inspectors.

b) In the event that the Building Official’s
employment with the jurisdiction is terminated, an
Interim Building Official may be appointed while

the Building Official is being replaced with a 
permanent appointee. The Interim Building Official 
shall be qualified as a Building Official as specified 
in 104.1.3. An Interim Building Official’s 
appointment will be limited to 90 calendar days. At 
the written request of the chief executive officer 
(City Manager, Acting City Manager, or Mayor) for 
demonstrated cause, a one-time 90 calendar days 
extension may be granted by BORA’s 
Administrative Director. Any additional extensions 
beyond this point must be requested in writing to 
BORA’s Administrative Director a minimum of 45 
calendar days prior to the second period expiration 
date. This request must be reviewed and approved 
by the Board of Rules and Appeals at its next 
regularly scheduled meeting. The name of the 
Interim Building Official will be recorded by 
BORA, but he/she will not be issued a certification 
card as a Building Official.  

104.1.2 Powers and Duties of the Building Official. The 
Building Official shall be vested with the powers and 
subject to regulations, as provided by Chapter 468 Florida 
Statues and BORA, as set forth in Section 113 of this Code. 
The Building Official is hereby authorized and directed to 
enforce the provisions of this Code. The Building Official 
shall delegate powers, duties and assignments to BORA 
certified Chief Inspectors to render interpretations of this 
Code and to adopt policies and procedures in order to 
clarify the application of the technical provisions of this 
Code in categories in which the Building Official is not 
certified. Such interpretations, policies, and procedures 
shall be in compliance with the intent and purpose of this 
Code. Such policies and procedures shall not have the 
effect of waiving requirements specifically provided for in 
this Code. 

104.1.3 Certification of the Building Official and the 
Assistant Building Official. To be eligible for 
appointment as a Building Official or Assistant Building 
Official, such person shall be certified as required by 
BCAIB as a Building Code Administrator.  

104.1.3.1 Such person shall be certified by BORA and 
shall meet at least one of the following qualifications. 

104.1.3.1.1 A Florida Registered Architect or 
Florida licensed Professional Engineer having 
practiced for at least seven (7) years, a minimum 
of five (5) years shall have been within the 
jurisdiction of the HVHZ. 

104.1.3.1.2 Ten (10) years combined experience 
as a Master Electrician, Electrical Contractor, 
General Contractor, Master Mechanical, 
Mechanical Contractor, Class A Air Conditioning 
Contractor, Master Plumber, Plumbing 
Contractor, Chief Inspector, Standard Plans 
Examiner or Standard Inspector AHJ or school 
board within the State of Florida. A minimum of 

16

BCURRY
Text Box
Clean Language



five (5) years shall have been within the 
jurisdiction of the HVHZ. 

104.1.3.2 As part of the experience requirements above, 
the applicant shall have been appointed as Chief 
Inspector, Standard Plans Examiner or Standard 
Inspector by an AHJ or school board within the State of 
Florida for a minimum of two (2) years. 

104.1.3.3 Each of the applicants shall possess a current 
Certificate of Competency or a Professional Engineer 
license or Architect registration issued by at least one of 
the following entities: 

A. Florida Construction Industry Licensing Board
as a General Contractor, Mechanical
Contractor or Plumbing Contractor.

B. Florida Electrical Contractors Licensing Board
as an Electrical Contractor.

C. Broward County Central Examining Board of
Building Construction Trades. (As Class “A”
Unlimited General Contractor).

D. Broward County Central Examining Board of
Electricians as a Master Electrician and/ or
Electrical Contractor.

E. Broward County Central Examining Board of
Mechanical Contractors and Specialty
Mechanical Contractors as a Mechanical
Contractor or Class A Air Conditioning
Contractor.

F. Broward County Central Examining Board of
Plumbers as a Master Plumber.

G. Miami-Dade County Construction Trades
Qualifying Board, for any of the above-
referenced disciplines.

H. Florida Board of Architecture and Interior
Design.

I. Florida Board of Professional Engineers.

104.1.3.4 An applicant for Certification as Building 
Official or Assistant Building Official under the 
provisions of this section may only substitute two years 
HVHZ experience with two years of statewide 
experience by passing the BORA HVHZ exam. 

104.1.3.5 An applicant for Certification as a Building 
Official or Assistant Building Official under the 
provisions of this section who is a graduate from an 
accredited school holding a Bachelor or Associate of 
Science Degree in Engineering, Architecture or 
Building Construction from an accredited school may be 
credited for a maximum of  two (2) years for Bachelor’s 
Degree or a maximum of one (1) year for an Associate 
Degree towards the combined experience requirements. 
This credit is not applicable towards the requirements 
under section 104.1.3.1.1. 

104.2 Assistant Building Official: As set forth herein: 

104.2.1 Appointment of an Assistant Building Official. 
There may be appointed by each governmental appointing 
authority a person qualified as set forth in Section 104.1.3 
to serve as an Assistant Building Official. To be eligible 
for appointment as an Assistant Building Official, such 
person shall be certified by BORA and shall meet the 
qualifications equal to the requirements for Building 
Official. No other title is recognized for certification by 
BORA. 

104.2.2 Powers and Duties of the Assistant Building 
Official. The Assistant Building Official shall be vested 
with the powers and subject to regulations, as provided by 
Chapter 468 Florida Statues and BORA, as set forth in 
Section 113 of this Code. The Assistant Building Official 
shall be responsible for duties as assigned by the Building 
Official. The Assistant Building Official shall fulfill the 
duties of the Building Official during the absence of the 
Building Official with full responsibilities of the position. 

104.3 Appointment of the Chief Electrical, Mechanical, 
Plumbing and Structural Inspector: As set forth herein. 
There shall be appointed by each governmental AHJ a person 
qualified as set forth in the below Sections to serve as Chief 
Inspector in each discipline stated above. If there is one 
Inspector (each discipline stated above) hired by a 
governmental AHJ in Broward County, that Inspector shall be 
a Chief Inspector (Chief or Head of the Division). The Chief 
Inspector (Chief or Head of the Division) does not have to be 
personally present at the governmental department as long as 
he or she is available and can perform their duties. To be 
eligible for appointment as a Chief Inspector (each discipline 
stated above), such person shall be certified by BORA. 

104.3.1 Interim Chief Inspector. In the event that a Chief 
Inspector’s employment is terminated with a jurisdiction, 
or is otherwise unavailable, an Interim Chief Inspector may 
be appointed for up to 90 days while the Chief Inspector is 
being replaced with a permanent appointee. An approved 
application for a Chief Inspector must be submitted to 
BORA prior to the expiration of the 90 days. The Interim 
Chief Inspector shall be qualified as a Chief Inspector as 
specified in 104.5, 104.6, 104.7 or 104.8 of this code. 
BORA shall be notified in writing by the Building Official 
of the name and starting date of the Interim Chief Inspector. 
The name of the Interim Chief Inspector will be recorded 
by BORA but he or she will not be issued a certification 
card as the Chief Inspector.  

104.4 Powers and Duties of the Chief Electrical, 
Mechanical, Plumbing and Structural Inspector. The Chief 
Inspector (each discipline stated above) shall be vested with the 
powers and subject to regulations by BORA as set forth in 
Section 113 of this Code. The Chief Inspector shall have the 
power to delegate powers, duties and assignments to 
subordinate regular employees working under his or her 
authority, but only to those employees certified by BORA as 
qualified to perform such powers, duties and assignments 
within his or her particular discipline. It shall be his or her duty 
and responsibility to supervise and coordinate the work of all 
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subordinate Plans Examiners and Inspectors within his or her 
particular discipline. The Chief Inspector shall have the sole 
authority to render interpretations of this Code and to adopt 
policies and procedures in order to clarify the application of its 
provisions within his or her particular discipline. Such 
interpretations, policies, and procedures shall be in compliance 
with the intent and purpose of this Code. Such policies and 
procedures shall not have the effect of waving requirements 
specifically provided for in this Code.  

104.5 Certification of the Chief Electrical Inspector. To be 
eligible for appointment as a Chief Electrical Inspector, such 
person shall be certified as required by BCAIB as an Electrical 
Plans Examiner and as an Electrical Inspector. Engineers are 
exempt from BCAIB certification. 

104.5.1 Such person shall be certified by BORA and shall 
meet the following qualification:  

104.5.1.1 An Electrical Plans Examiner serving for a 
minimum of one (1) year for an AHJ or school board 
within the State of Florida and who complies with at 
least one (1) of the qualifications of Section 104.10.2.1. 

104.5.2 Each of the applicants shall possess a current 
Certificate of Competency or a Professional License in the 
discipline requested as a Master Electrician or Electrical 
Contractor or Engineer issued by at least one of the 
following entities:  

A. Florida Electrical Contractors Licensing Board
B. Broward County Central Examining Board of

Electricians
C. Miami-Dade County Construction Trades

Qualifying Board
D. Florida Board of Professional Engineer

104.6 Certification of the Chief Mechanical. To be eligible 
for appointment as a Chief Mechanical Inspector, such person 
shall be certified as required by BCAIB as a Mechanical Plans 
Examiner and as a Mechanical Inspector. Engineers are exempt 
from BCAIB certification. 

104.6.1 Such person shall be certified by BORA and shall 
meet the following qualification: 

104.6.1.1 A Mechanical Plans Examiner serving for a 
minimum of one (1) year for an AHJ or school board 
within the State of Florida and who complies with at 
least one (1) of the qualifications of Section 104.10.3.1. 

104.6.2 Each of the applicants shall possess a current Certificate 
of Competency or a Professional License in the discipline 
requested as a Master Mechanical or Mechanical Contractor or 
Class “A” Air Conditioning Contractor or Engineer issued by 
at least one of the following entities: 

A. Florida Construction Industry Licensing Board

B. Broward County Central Examining Board of
Mechanical Contractors and Specialty
Mechanical Contractors

C. Miami-Dade County Construction Trades
Qualifying Board

D. Florida Board of Professional Engineers

104.7 Certification of the Chief Plumbing Inspector. To be 
eligible for appointment as a Chief Plumbing Inspector, such 
person shall be certified as required by BCAIB as a Plumbing 
Plans Examiner and as a Plumbing Inspector. Engineers are 
exempt from BCAIB certification. 

104.7.1 Such person shall be certified by BORA and shall 
meet the following qualification: 

104.7.1.1 A Plumbing Plans Examiner serving for a 
minimum of one (1) year for an AHJ or school board within 
the State of Florida and who complies with at least one (1) 
of the qualifications of Section 104.10.4.1. 

104.7.2 Each of the applicants shall possess a current Certificate 
of Competency or a Professional License in the discipline 
requested as a Master Plumber or Plumbing Contractor or 
Engineer issued by at least one of the following entities: 

A. Florida Construction Industry Licensing Board
B. Broward County Central Examining Board of

Plumbers
C. Miami-Dade County Construction Trades

Qualifying Board
D. Florida Board of Professional Engineers.

104.8 Certification of the Chief Structural Inspector. To be 
eligible for appointment as a Chief Structural Inspector, such 
person shall be certified as required by BCAIB as a Standard 
Plans Examiner and Standard Inspector or be a Florida 
Registered Architect or Florida Licensed Professional Engineer 
in the discipline requested. 

104.8.1 Such person shall be certified by BORA and shall 
meet the following qualification: 

104.8.1.1 Be a Standard Plans Examiner appointed as 
such, for a minimum of one (1) year by an AHJ or school 
board within the State of Florida and who complies with 
at least one (1) of the qualifications of Section 
104.10.1.1. 

104.8.2 Each of the applicants shall possess a current 
Certificate of Competency as a G.C. or a Professional 
Engineer license or Architect registration issued by at least 
one of the following entities: 

A. Florida Construction Industry Licensing Board
B. Broward County Central Examining Board of

Building Construction Trades
C. Miami-Dade County Construction Trades

Qualifying Board
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D. Florida Board of Professional Engineers
E. Department of Business and Professional

Regulation as an Architect

104.9 Appointment of the Electrical, Mechanical, Plumbing 
and Structural Plans Examiner. As set forth herein: There 
shall be appointed by each governmental AHJ a person 
qualified as set forth in the above and below Sections to serve 
as Plans Examiner in each discipline as stated above. To be 
eligible for appointment as a Plans Examiner, such person shall 
be certified by BORA. 

104.10 Powers and Duties of the Electrical, Mechanical, 
Plumbing and Structural Plans Examiner. The Plans 
Examiner shall be responsible for duties as assigned by the 
Chief Inspector within his or her particular discipline. The Plans 
Examiner shall fulfill the duties of the Chief Inspector during 
the absence of the Chief Inspector with full responsibilities of 
the position within his or her particular discipline. The Plans 
Examiner shall examine all plans and/or specifications and 
applications for permits within his or her particular discipline. 
When approvals by other agencies having authority may 
logically be required to be affixed to the plans and/or 
specifications before approval by the Plans Examiner, such 
approval shall be affixed to the plans and/or specifications 
before examination by the Plans Examiner. If the application or 
plans and/or specifications do not conform to the requirements 
of all pertinent laws or regulations, the Plans Examiner shall 
reject such application in writing, stating the reasons therefore 
and citing the relevant code section(s). Plans and/or 
specifications which are rejected, as stated herein above, shall 
be returned for correction. Pen notations on mechanically 
reproduced plans and/or specifications may be accepted for 
only minor corrections. If the applications, plans and/or 
specifications, upon examination, are found to comply with the 
requirements of this Code, the plans and/or specifications shall 
be signed and marked approved. 

104.10.1 Certification of the Structural Plans 
Examiner. To be eligible for appointment as a Structural 
Plans Examiner, such person shall be certified by BCAIB 
as a Standard Plans Examiner or be a Florida Registered 
Architect or Florida Licensed Professional Engineer in the 
discipline requested. 

104.10.1.1 Such person shall also be certified by BORA 
by meeting at least one of the following: 

104.10.1.1.1 Be a Florida Registered Architect or 
a Florida Licensed Professional Engineer, in the 
discipline requested and having practiced for a 
minimum of five (5) years within the State of 
Florida, two (2) years of which shall have been 
within the HVHZ or by passing BORA’s HVHZ 
exam. 

104.10.1.1.2 Be a Standard Inspector appointed as 
such, for a minimum of one (1) year by an AHJ or 
school board within the State of Florida and who 

complies with at least one (1) of the qualifications 
of Section 104.16.3.1. 

104.10.2 Limited Plans Examiner certifications may be 
issued to individuals holding current Building Contractor 
or Residential Contractor licenses and who otherwise 
meet the requirements of the appropriate section under 
which they are qualifying, with duties limited to the scope 
of work authorized by their license. 

104.10.3 Each of the applicants shall possess a current 
Certificate of Competency or a Professional Engineer 
license or Architect registration issued by at least one of 
the following entities: 

A. Florida Construction Industry Licensing Board
B. Broward County Central Examining Board of

Building Construction Trades
C. Miami-Dade County Construction Trades

Qualifying Board
D. Florida Board of Professional Engineers

Department of Business and Professional
Regulation as an Architect

104.10.2 Certification of the Electrical Plans Examiner. To 
be eligible for appointment as an Electrical Plans Examiner, 
such person shall be certified as required by BCAIB as an 
Electrical Plans Examiner and as an Electrical Inspector. 
Engineers are exempt from BCAIB certification. 

104.10.2.1 Such person shall be certified by BORA and 
shall meet at least one of the following qualifications:  

104.10.2.1.1 An Engineer in the discipline 
requested and having practiced for a minimum of 
five (5) years within the State of Florida. 

104.10.2.1.2 An Electrical Inspector serving for a 
minimum of one (1) year for an AHJ or school 
board within the State of Florida and who 
complies with at least one (1) of the qualifications 
of Section 104.12.3.1. 

104.10.2.2 Each of the applicants shall possess a current 
Certificate of Competency or a Professional License in 
the discipline requested as a Master Electrician or 
Electrical Contractor or Engineer issued by at least one 
of the following entities: 

A. Florida Electrical Contractors Licensing Board
B. Broward County Central Examining Board of

Electricians
C. Miami-Dade County Construction Trades

Qualifying Board
D. Florida Board of Professional Engineers

104.10.3 Certification of the Mechanical Plans 
Examiner. To be eligible for appointment as a Mechanical 
Plans Examiner, such person shall be certified as required 
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by the BCAIB as a Mechanical Plans Examiner and as a 
Mechanical Inspector. Engineers are exempt from BCAIB 
certification. 

104.10.3.1 Such person shall be certified by BORA and 
shall meet at least one of the following qualifications:  

104.10.3.1.1 An Engineer in the discipline 
requested and having practiced for a minimum of 
five (5) years within the State of Florida. 

104.10.3.1.2 A Mechanical Inspector serving for 
a minimum of one (1) year for an AHJ or school 
board within the State of Florida and who 
complies with at least one (1) of the qualifications 
of Section 104.13.3.1. 

104.10.3.2 Each of the applicants shall possess a current 
Certificate of Competency or a Professional License as 
a Master Mechanical or Mechanical Contractor or Class 
“A” Air Conditioning Contractor or Class “B” Air 
Conditioning Contractor or Engineer issued by at least 
one of the following entities: 

A. Florida Construction Industry Licensing Board
B. Broward County Central Examining Board of

Mechanical Contractors and Specialty
Mechanical Contractors

C. Miami-Dade County Construction Trades
Qualifying Board

D. Florida Board of Professional Engineers

104.10.3.2.1 Individuals holding licenses as a 
Class “B” Air Conditioning Contractor, with a 
current Certificate of Competency issued by the 
above-mentioned Boards, shall have duties 
limited to the examination of air conditioning and 
mechanical plans within the scope of his or her 
Certificate of Competency. 

104.10.4 Certification of the Plumbing Plans Examiner. 
To be eligible for appointment as a Plumbing Plans 
Examiner, such person shall be certified as required by 
BCAIB as a Plumbing Plans Examiner and as a Plumbing 
Inspector. Engineers are exempt from BCAIB certification. 

104.10.4.1 Such person shall be certified by BORA and 
shall meet at least one of the following qualifications:  

104.10.4.1.1 An Engineer in the discipline 
requested and having practiced for a minimum of 
five (5) years within the State of Florida. 

104.10.4.1.2 A Plumbing Inspector serving for a 
minimum of one (1) year for an AHJ or school 
board within the State of Florida and who 
complies with at least one (1) of the qualifications 
of Section 104.14.3.1. 

104.10.4.2 Each of the applicants shall possess a current 
Certificate of Competency or a Professional License in 
the discipline requested as a Master Plumber or 
Plumbing Contractor or Engineer issued by at least one 
of the following entities: 

A. Florida Construction Industry Licensing Board
B. Broward County Central Examining Board of

Plumbers
C. Miami-Dade County Construction Trades

Qualifying Board
D. Florida Board of Professional Engineers

104.11 Powers and Duties of the Electrical, Mechanical, 
Plumbing, Roofing and Structural Inspector. The Electrical, 
Mechanical, Plumbing, Roofing, and Structural Inspectors shall 
comply with rules and regulations of this Code, enforcing all 
the laws, rules and regulations relating thereto in the area of 
jurisdiction and enforcing all the provisions of this Code. If 
defects, omissions or violations exist on any other part relating 
to work for which approval is requested, the issuance of the 
Approval shall be withheld until corrections have been made to 
the defective portion and the same are made to comply with this 
Code. The Inspector shall serve notice to the 
contractor/representative or owner/representative in writing, 
stating the reasons therefore and citing the relevant code 
section(s) of this Code. 

104.12 Electrical Inspector. As set forth herein: 

104.12.1 Appointment of an Electrical Inspector. There 
shall be appointed by each governmental AHJ a person 
qualified as set forth in Section 104.12.3 to serve as an 
Electrical Inspector. To be eligible for appointment as an 
Electrical Inspector, such person shall be certified by 
BORA. 

104.12.2 Powers and Duties of the Electrical Inspector. 

104.12.2.1 Such employee shall have the duties and 
powers as delegated by the Chief Electrical Inspector 
except that the Chief may not delegate authority to 
subordinates to interpret provisions of this Electrical 
Code. 

104.12.2.2 It shall be the duty of the Electrical Inspector 
to inspect any work on electrical installations shall be 
held to include and govern all work and materials used 
in installing, maintaining and/or extending a system of 
electrical wiring for the use of light, heat, power or low 
voltage systems, and all appurtenances, apparatus, or 
equipment used in connection therewith, inside of or 
attached to any building or structure, lot or premise) and 
every electrical system or device, (all wiring, apparatus 
and equipment, and all installations for light, heat, 
power and low voltage systems), installed in new 
construction, additions, alterations or repairs to existing 
electrical systems, apparatus or equipment in existing 
construction. 
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104.12.2.3 The Electrical Inspector shall issue an 
Approval for all installations of light, heat, power and 
low voltage systems (burglar alarms, central vacuums, 
communications, computer systems, fiber optics, fire 
alarms, telephone, television and all other systems 98 
volts and less) that comply with the rules and regulations 
of this Electrical Code. 

104.12.2.4 A 30-day temporary electrical service 
connection shall be approved by the Electrical Inspector, 
where the need for electrical power exists, if the wiring 
installation, apparatus or equipment is found to be in a 
safe operating condition. Under these circumstances, an 
application for temporary service shall be made in 
writing by the electrical contractor, firm, corporation, or 
owner requesting a temporary service connection to the 
public utility system or isolated generating plant. 

104.12.2.5 The Electrical Inspector is hereby 
empowered to inspect or re-inspect any wiring, 
equipment or apparatus used in the installation of light, 
heat, power or low voltage systems and if this wiring, 
equipment, apparatus or low voltage system is found to 
be unsafe to life or property, the Electrical Inspector 
shall serve notice to the owner and/or operator, in 
writing, stating the reasons therefore and citing the 
relevant code section(s) of this Electrical Code, that the 
hazardous wiring, or equipment exists and shall be 
corrected within a reasonable period of time. 

104.12.2.6 The Electrical Inspector is hereby given the 
power to disconnect extension cords, temporary wiring, 
branch circuits, feeder conductors or the main service 
supplying electrical energy to any portion of an 
electrical wiring system in buildings, or on premises, if 
this wiring is in the opinion of the Electrical Inspector, 
considered to be hazardous to life or property. Any 
person, firm or corporation supplying current, shall 
disconnect service from the source of supply upon 
instructions from the Chief Electrical Inspector where 
hazards are deemed to exist, after receiving written 
notice citing the appropriate Code Section(s) of this 
Electrical Code from the Electrical Inspector. 

104.12.3 Certification of the Electrical Inspector. To be 
eligible for appointment as an Electrical Inspector, such 
person shall be certified as required by BCAIB as an 
Electrical Inspector. Engineers are exempt from BCAIB 
certification. 

104.12.3.1 Such person shall be certified by BORA and 
shall meet at least one of the following qualifications:  

104.12.3.1.1 An Engineer in the discipline 
requested. 

104.12.3.1.2 Five (5) years construction 
experience in the electrical discipline in a 
supervisory capacity and possess a Certificate of 

Competency as a Master Electrician or Electrical 
Contractor. 

104.12.3.1.3 Five (5) years construction 
experience in the electrical discipline and five (5) 
years experience as an Electrical Inspector 
certified by BCAIB and possess a Certificate of 
Competency as a Master Electrician or Electrical 
Contractor. 

104.12.3.1.4 Seven (7) years construction 
experience in the electrical discipline and possess 
a Certificate of Competency as a Journeyman 
Electrician. 

104.12.3.1.5 Ten (10) years experience as an 
Electrical Inspector certified by BCAIB. A person 
with multi-discipline certifications can only be 
certified in one discipline. A person certified 
under this section is exempt from Section 
104.12.3.2. 

104.12.3.2 Each of the applicants shall possess a current 
Certification of Competency or a Professional License 
in the discipline requested as a Master Electrician or 
Electrical Contractor or Journeyman Electrician or 
Engineer issued by at least one of the following entities: 

A. Florida Electrical Contractors Licensing Board
B. Broward County Central Examining Board of

Electricians
C. Miami-Dade County Construction Trades

Qualifying Board, Block proctored
D. Florida Board of Professional Engineers

104.12.3.3 An applicant for Certification as an Electrical 
Inspector under the provisions of this Section who is a 
graduate from an accredited school holding a Bachelor 
or an Associate of Science Degree in Electrical 
Engineering may be credited for two (2) years for a 
Bachelor Degree or one (1) year for an Associate Degree 
towards the combined experience requirements. This 
credit is not applicable towards the requirements under 
Section 104.12.3.1.1. 

104.13 Mechanical Inspector: As set forth herein: 

104.13.1 Appointment of a Mechanical Inspector. There 
shall be appointed by each governmental AHJ a person 
qualified as set forth in Section 104.13.3 to serve as 
Mechanical Inspector. To be eligible for appointment as a 
Mechanical Inspector, such person shall be certified by 
BORA.   

104.13.2 Powers and Duties of the Mechanical 
Inspector. 

104.13.2.1 Such employee shall have the duties and 
powers as delegated by the Chief Mechanical Inspector 
except that the Chief may not delegate authority to 
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subordinates to interpret provisions of this Mechanical 
Code.  

104.13.2.2 The Mechanical Inspector shall issue an 
Approval for all installations of mechanical systems, 
including alterations, repairs, replacement, equipment, 
appliances, fixtures, fittings and/or appurtenances 
thereto, including ventilating, heating, cooling, air 
conditioning and refrigeration systems and other 
energy-related systems that comply with the rules and 
regulations of this Mechanical Code. 

104.13.2.3 It shall be the duty of the Mechanical 
Inspector to inspect all installations of ventilation, air 
conditioning and refrigeration systems and equipment. 
Existing installations not conforming to the 
requirements of this Mechanical Code shall be made to 
comply, when relocated, or when altered or repaired, in 
compliance with the FBC, Existing Building. The 
Mechanical Inspector shall enforce all the laws, rules 
and regulations relating thereto in the area of jurisdiction 
and to enforce all the provisions of this Mechanical 
Code. 

104.13.3 Certification of the Mechanical Inspector. To 
be eligible for appointment as a Mechanical Inspector, such 
person shall be certified as required by the BCAIB as a 
Mechanical Inspector. Engineers are exempt from BCAIB 
certification. 

104.13.3.1 Such person shall be certified by BORA and 
shall meet at least one of the following qualifications: 

104.13.3.1.1 An Engineer in the discipline 
requested. 

104.13.3.1.2 Five (5) years construction 
experience in the mechanical discipline in a 
supervisory capacity and possess a Certificate of 
Competency as a Master Mechanical or 
Mechanical Contractor or Class “A” Air 
Conditioning Contractor or Class “B” Air 
Conditioning Contractor. 

104.13.3.1.3 Five (5) years construction 
experience in the mechanical discipline and five 
(5) years experience as a Mechanical Inspector
certified by BCAIB and possess a Certificate of
Competency as a Master Mechanical or
Mechanical Contractor or Class “A” Air
Conditioning Contractor or Class “B” Air
Conditioning Contractor.

104.13.3.1.4 Seven (7) years construction 
experience in the mechanical discipline and 
possess a Certificate of Competency as a 
Journeyman Mechanical. 

104.13.3.1.5 Ten (10) years experience as a 
Mechanical Inspector certified by BCAIB. A 

person with multi-discipline certifications can 
only be certified in one discipline. A person 
certified under this section is exempt from Section 
104.13.3.2. 

104.13.3.2 Each of the applicants shall possess a current 
Certificate of Competency or a Professional License in 
the discipline requested as a Master Mechanical or 
Mechanical Contractor or Class “A” Air Conditioning 
Contractor or Class “B” Air Conditioning Contractor or 
Journeyman Mechanical or Engineer issued by at least 
one of the following entities: 

A. Florida Construction Industry Licensing Board
B. Broward County Central Examining Board of

Mechanical Contractors and Specialty
Mechanical Contractors

C. Miami-Dade County Construction Trades
Qualifying Board

D. Florida Board of Professional Engineers

104.13.3.2.1 Individuals holding licenses as a 
Class “B” Air Conditioning Contractor, with a 
current Certificate of Competency issued by the 
above-mentioned Boards, shall have duties 
limited to the inspection of air conditioning and 
mechanical work within the scope of his or her 
Certificate of Competency. 

104.13.3.3 An applicant for Certification as a 
Mechanical Inspector under the provisions of this 
Section who is a graduate from an accredited school 
holding a Bachelor or an Associate of Science Degree in 
Mechanical Engineering may be credited for two (2) 
years for a Bachelor Degree or one (1) year for an 
Associate Degree towards the combined experience 
requirements. This credit is not applicable towards the 
requirements under Section 104.13.3.1.1. 

104.14 Plumbing Inspector. As set forth herein: 

104.14.1 Appointment of a Plumbing Inspector. There 
shall be appointed by each governmental AHJ a person 
qualified as set forth in Section 104.14.3 to serve as 
Plumbing Inspector. To be eligible for appointment as a 
Plumbing Inspector, such person shall be certified by 
BORA. 

104.14.2 Powers and Duties of the Plumbing Inspector. 

104.14.2.1 Such employee shall have the duties and 
powers as delegated by the Chief Plumbing Inspector 
except that the Chief may not delegate authority to 
subordinates to interpret provisions of this Plumbing 
Code. 

104.14.2.2 The Plumbing Inspector shall issue an 
Approval for all installations of plumbing and sanitary 
systems, appliances, plumbing fixtures, fittings and/or 
appurtenances thereto, including heating and storing 

22



water, backflow and backsiphonage, public and private 
sewer disposal and drainage systems that comply with 
the rules and regulations of this Plumbing Code. 

104.14.2.3 It shall be the duty of the Plumbing Inspector 
to inspect all new plumbing or drainage systems or parts 
thereof or additions, alterations, repairs or changes to the 
existing plumbing or drainage installations or fixtures or 
appliances shall conform to the requirements of this 
Plumbing Code. The Plumbing Inspector shall enforce 
all the laws, rules and regulations relating thereto in the 
area of jurisdiction and to enforce all the provisions of 
the Plumbing Code. 

104.14.2.4 It shall be the duty of the Plumbing Inspector 
to inspect any Plumbing system, he or she has reason to 
believe has become unsanitary or deflective. Nothing 
contained in this Plumbing Code shall be deemed to 
require any plumbing or drainage system or part thereof, 
or any other work regulated by this Plumbing Code and 
existing prior to the effective date of this Plumbing 
Code, to be altered, changed, reconstructed, removed or 
demolished if such work was installed in accordance 
with all applicable laws in effect prior to the date this 
Plumbing Code became effective, except when any such 
plumbing or drainage system or other work regulated by 
this Plumbing Code is dangerous, unsafe, unsanitary or 
a menace to life, health or property, in the opinion of the 
Plumbing Inspector. 

104.14.2.5 All installations regulated by this Plumbing 
Code or related drainage work shall be maintained and 
executed in such a manner as to not constitute a nuisance 
or to threaten or impair the health of any individual or 
the public in general. The contents of such installations 
shall not be permitted to overflow in a building, on a 
premise or upon the surface of the ground, street or 
sidewalk. It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or 
corporation whether owner or agent, to create, keep, 
cause, maintain, propagate or permit the existence of a 
nuisance as defined in this Plumbing Code. Any 
building or premises found to be unsanitary or 
inadequate, or which constitute a health or safety hazard, 
or which by reason of illegal use or improper use, 
occupancy or maintenance constitute a violation of the 
provisions of this Plumbing Code, shall be deemed to be 
unsafe. The Plumbing Inspector shall have the power to 
abate any nuisance by the issuance of a notice to correct 
and/or eliminate the nuisance within a reasonable length 
of time. 

104.14.3 Certification of the Plumbing Inspector. To be 
eligible for appointment as a Plumbing Inspector, such 
person shall be certified as required BCAIB as a Plumbing 
Inspector. Engineers are exempt from BCAIB certification. 

104.14.3.1 Such person shall be certified by BORA and 
shall meet at least one of the following qualifications: 

104.14.3.1.1 An Engineer in the discipline 
requested.  

104.14.3.1.2 Five (5) years construction experience 
in the plumbing discipline in a supervisory capacity 
and possess a Certificate of Competency as a Master 
Plumber or Plumbing Contractor. 

104.14.3.1.3 Five (5) years construction experience 
in the plumbing discipline and five (5) years 
experience as a Plumbing Inspector certified by 
BCAIB and possess a Certificate of Competency as 
a Master Plumber or Plumbing Contractor. 

104.14.3.1.4 Seven (7) years construction 
experience in the plumbing discipline and possess a 
Certificate of Competency as a Journeyman 
Plumber.   

104.14.3.1.5 Ten (10) years experience as a 
Plumbing Inspector certified by BCAIB. A person 
with multi-discipline certifications can only be 
certified in one discipline. A person certified under 
this section is exempt from Section 104.14.3.2. 

104.14.3.2 Each of the applicants shall possess a current 
Certificate of Competency or a Professional License in 
the discipline requested as a Master Plumber or 
Plumbing Contractor or Journeyman Plumber issued by 
at least one of the following entities: 

A. Florida Construction Industry Licensing Board
B. Broward County Central Examining Board of

Plumbers
C. Miami-Dade County Construction Trades

Qualifying Board
D. Florida Board of Professional Engineers

104.14.3.3 An applicant for Certification as a Plumbing 
Inspector under the provisions of this Section who is a 
graduate from an accredited school holding a Bachelor 
or an Associate of Science Degree in Mechanical 
Engineering may be credited for two (2) years for a 
Bachelor Degree or one (1) year for an Associate Degree 
towards the combined experience requirements. This 
credit is not applicable towards the requirements under 
Section 104.14.3.1.1. 

104.15 Roofing Inspector.  As set forth herein: 

104.15.1 Appointment of a Roofing Inspector.  There 
shall be appointed by each governmental AHJ a person 
qualified as set forth in Section 104.15.3 to serve as a 
Roofing Inspector. To be eligible for appointment as a 
Roofing Inspector, such person shall be certified by 
BORA. 

104.15.2 Powers and Duties of the Roofing Inspector: 
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104.15.2.1 Such employee shall have the duties and 
powers as delegated by the Chief Structural Inspector 
except that the Chief may not delegate authority to 
subordinates to interpret provisions of this Code. A 
Roofing Inspector, if properly certified, may be assigned 
to perform Roofing Inspections as delegated by the 
Chief Structural Inspector. Certified Standard Inspectors 
may be assigned duties as a Roofing Inspector. 

104.15.2.2 The Roofing Inspector shall serve notice to 
the Roofing Contractor/representative or 
owner/representative in writing, stating the reasons 
therefore and citing the relevant code section(s). 

104.15.3 Certification of the Roofing Inspector. To be 
eligible for appointment as a Roofing Inspector, such 
person shall be certified by BCAIB as a Standard Inspector 
or Standard Roofing Inspector or be a Florida Registered 
Architect or Florida Licensed Professional Engineer in the 
discipline requested. 

104.15.3.1 Such person shall also be certified by BORA 
by meeting at least one of the following: 

104.15.3.1.1 Be a Florida Registered Architect or 
a Florida Licensed Professional Engineer in the 
discipline requested with two (2) years of HVHZ 
experience or passing BORA’s HVHZ exam. 

104.15.3.1.2 Be a BCAIB certified Standard 
Inspector or Standard Roofing Inspector with five 
(5) years of experience within the State of Florida, 
two (2) years of which shall have been within the
HVHZ or by passing BORA’s HVHZ exam. An
individual qualifying through this path shall be
required to acquire a Roofing Contractor license,
by exam, from either the Construction Industry
Licensing Board (CILB), Broward County
Examining Board or the Miami-Dade
Construction Trades Qualifying Board, within
one (1) year of initial certification.

104.15.3.1.3 Be a licensed Roofing Contractor, by 
exam, from either the Construction Industry 
Licensing Board (CILB), Broward County 
Examining Board or the Miami-Dade 
Construction Trades Qualifying Board with at 
least five (5) years of experience within the State 
of Florida in the roofing discipline with that 
License of which two (2) years shall have been 
within the HVHZ or by passing BORA’s HVHZ 
exam. 

104.15.3.1.4 Five (5) years construction 
experience within the State of Florida in the 
roofing discipline in a supervisory capacity of 
which at least two (2) years shall have been within 
the HVHZ or by passing BORA’s HVHZ exam. 
An individual qualifying through this path shall 
be required to acquire a Roofing Contractors 

License, by exam, from either the Construction 
Industry Licensing Board (CILB), Broward 
County Examining Board or the Miami-Dade 
Construction Trades Qualifying Board, within 
one (1) year of initial certification as an inspector. 

104.15.3.1.5 Ten (10) years construction 
experience within the State of Florida in the 
roofing discipline of which at least two (2) years 
shall have been within the HVHZ or by passing 
BORA’s HVHZ exam. An individual qualifying 
through this path shall be required to acquire a 
Roofing Contractors License, by exam, from 
either the Construction Industry Licensing Board 
(CILB), Broward County Examining Board or the 
Miami-Dade Construction Trades Qualifying 
Board, within one (1) year of initial certification 
as an inspector. 

104.15.3.2 An applicant for Certification as a Roofing 
Inspector under the provisions of this section who is a 
graduate from an accredited school holding a Bachelor 
or Associate of Science Degree in Engineering, 
Architecture or Building Construction may be credited 
for two (2) years for Bachelor Degree or one (1) year for 
an Associate Degree towards the combined experience 
requirements. This credit is not applicable towards the 
requirements under Section 104.15.3.1.1. 

104.15.3.3 An applicant for certification as Roofing 
Inspector under the provisions of this section may only 
substitute the required two year HVHZ experience with 
two years of statewide experience by passing the BORA 
HVHZ exam. 

104.16 Structural Inspector. As set forth herein: 

104.16.1 Appointment of a Structural Inspector.  There 
shall be appointed by each governmental AHJ a person 
qualified as set forth in Section 104.16.3 to serve as a 
Structural Inspector. To be eligible for appointment as a 
Structural Inspector, such person shall be certified by 
BORA. 

104.16.2 Powers and Duties of the Structural Inspector. 
Such employee shall have the duties and powers as 
delegated by the Chief Structural Inspector except that the 
Chief may not delegate authority to subordinates to 
interpret provisions of this Code. 

104.16.2.1 The Structural Inspector shall serve notice to 
the Structural Contractor/representative or owner / 
representative in writing, stating the reasons therefore 
and citing the relevant code section(s) 

104.16.2.2 The Structural Inspector shall issue an 
Approval for installations of all building components, as 
listed in Section 110.3 of this Code. 
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104.16.3 Certification of the Structural Inspector. To be 
eligible for appointment as a Structural Inspector, such 
person shall be certified by BCAIB as a Standard Inspector 
or be a Florida Registered Architect or Florida Licensed 
Professional Engineer in the discipline requested. 

104.16.3.1 Such person shall also be certified by BORA 
by meeting the requirements of at least one of the 
following: 

104.16.3.1.1 Be a Florida Registered Architect or 
a Florida Licensed Professional Engineer in the 
discipline requested with two (2) years of HVHZ 
experience or by passing BORA’s HVHZ exam. 

104.16.3.1.2 Be a BCAIB certified Standard 
Inspector in the Structural discipline with five (5) 
years of experience within the State of Florida, of 
which, two (2) years shall have been within 
HVHZ or by passing BORA’s HVHZ exam. An 
individual qualifying through this path shall be 
required to acquire a G.C. license, by exam, 
within one (1) year of initial certification as an 
inspector. 

104.16.3.1.3 Be a licensed G.C. with at least five 
(5) years of experience within the State of Florida
in the Structural discipline with that license of
which, two (2) years shall have been within the
HVHZ or by passing BORA’s HVHZ exam.

104.16.3.1.4 Five (5) years construction 
experience in the Structural discipline in a 
supervisory capacity of which at least two (2) 
years shall have been within the jurisdiction of 
HVHZ or by passing BORA’s HVHZ exam. An 
individual qualifying through this path shall be 
required to acquire an Unlimited G.C. license, by 
exam, from either the Construction Industry 
Licensing Board (CILB), Broward County 
Examining Board or the Miami-Dade 
Construction Trades Qualifying Board, within 
one (1) year of initial certification as an inspector. 

104.16.3.1.5 Ten (10) years construction 
experience in the Structural discipline of which at 
least two (2) years shall have been within the 
jurisdiction of the HVHZ or by passing BORA’s 
HVHZ exam. An individual qualifying through 
this path shall be required to acquire an Unlimited 
G.C. license, by exam, from either the
Construction Industry Licensing Board (CILB),
Broward County Examining Board or the Miami-
Dade Construction Trades Qualifying Board,
within one (1) year of initial certification as an
inspector.

104.16.3.2 An applicant for Certification as a 
Structural Inspector under the provisions of this 
section who is a graduate from an accredited 

school holding a Bachelor or Associate of Science 
Degree in Engineering, Architecture or Building 
Construction may be credited for two (2) years for 
Bachelor Degree or one (1) year for an Associate 
Degree towards the combined experience 
requirements. This credit is not applicable 
towards the requirements under Section 
104.16.3.1.1. 

104.16.3.3 Limited Building or Residential Inspector 
certifications may be issued to individuals holding 
current Building Contractor or Residential Contractor 
licenses and who otherwise meet the requirements of the 
appropriate section under which they are qualifying, 
with duties limited to the scope of work authorized by 
their license. 

104.16.3.4 An applicant for certification as Structural 
Inspector under the provisions of this section may only 
substitute the required two year HVHZ experience with 
two years of statewide experience by passing the BORA 
HVHZ exam. 

104.17 Certification of Building Departments and Building 
Code Inspection Enforcement Personnel. BORA shall certify 
each and every Building Department after it has determined to 
its satisfaction that the Building Code Inspection Enforcement 
Personnel are qualified by the provisions of this Code. These 
positions shall include at a minimum the Building Official, 
Chief Electrical Inspector, Chief Mechanical Inspector, Chief 
Plumbing Inspector, and Chief Structural Inspector. 

104.17.1 Only such persons that have been examined and 
certified by BORA may be appointed or have the powers 
and duties of a Building Official, Assistant Building 
Official, or Chief Inspector. Each Building Official, 
Assistant Building Official, and Chief Inspector shall 
obtain a separate card for each governmental AHJ by which 
he or she is employed. Plans Examiners and Inspectors 
shall be issued a single certification card that is valid 
Countywide upon approval. 

104.17.2 The certification of Building Department 
Inspection Personnel may be revoked, for cause, by 
BORA. BORA may deny, refuse to renew, suspend, or 
revoke BORA certificate of a Building Official, Assistant 
Building Official, Chief Inspector, Plans Examiner or 
Inspector if it finds that any of the following grounds exist: 

A. Any cause for which issuance of a certificate
could have been refused had it then existed and
been known to BORA.

B. Violation of FBC.
C. Falsification of records relating to the certificate.
D. Having been found guilty of or having pleaded

guilty or nolo contendere to a felony, whether or
not a judgment of conviction has been

E. entered.
F. Failure to meet any of the renewal requirements.
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G. Having been convicted of a crime in any
jurisdiction which directly relates to the practice
of the building code inspection, plan review, or
administration.

H. Making or filing a report or record that the
certificate holder knows to be false, or knowingly
inducing another to file a false report or record, or
knowingly failing to file a report or record
required by the state or local law, or knowingly
impeding or obstructing such filings, or
knowingly inducing another person to impede or
obstruct such filing.

I. Failure to properly enforce applicable building
codes or permit requirements within this state
which the certificate holder knows are applicable
by committing willful misconduct, gross
negligence, gross misconduct, repeated
negligence, or negligence resulting in a
significant danger to life or property.

J. Accepting labor, service, or materials at no charge 
or at a noncompetitive rate from any person who
performs work that is under the enforcement
authority of the certificate holder and who is not
an immediate family member of the certificate
holder. For the purpose of this paragraph, the term 
“immediate family member” means a spouse,
child, parent, sibling, grandparent, aunt, uncle, or
first cousin of the person or the person's spouse or
any person who resides in the primary residence
of the certificate holder.  BORA upon verification
of the above grounds, shall immediately notify the 
Building Official, Assistant Building Official,
Chief Inspector, Plans Examiner and/or the
Inspector involved, who, upon notification from
BORA, shall appear before the Board to explain
why his or her certification should not be revoked.

104.17.3 When Building Departments fail to meet 
certification criteria, they will immediately be notified to 
cease activities until such time as requirements of this Code 
are met. 

104.17.4 Application for certification shall contain such 
pertinent information as is considered relevant by BORA. 

104.17.5 Certification shall be for the remainder of the 
current biennial certification period for initial employment 
and shall be renewed biennially on January 1 of each even-
numbered year thereafter. When a Building Official, 
Assistant Building Official or Chief Inspector, resigns from 
his or her position, his or her card becomes inactive until 
he or she again returns to work for a Building Department, 
at which time, upon proper application, he or she will be 
issued a new certification card, at a renewal fee in the  
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Section 2c 



                                  BROWARD COUNTY  Board of Rules & Appeals 
                       1 North University Drive, Suite 3500B, Plantation, Florida 33324 
 

g:\shared\staff files\compliance officers\soto\agendas\2019\october 10 2019\staff report 105.3.2 
w hihli.doc 

 
To: Members of the Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals 
From:  Rolando Soto, Chief Mechanical Code Compliance Officer.  
Date:  October 10, 2019 
Re: The Board will consider proposed changes to Broward County 

Administrative Provisions for the 2017 FBC (6th Edition), section 105 
Permits, subsection 105.3.2 Time Limitation, 105.3.2.5.1 due to changes 
to Florida Statute (FS) 553.79. that became effective October 1, 2019. 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
It is recommended that the Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals read for the record as 
follows on the first reading of the proposed changes to section 105 Permits, subsection 105.3.2 
Time Limitation, 105.3.2.5.1 of “Broward County Administrative Provisions for the 2017 FBC 
(6th Edition) and establish a public hearing date (November 14, 2019). 
 
REASONS 
FS 553.79. was changed during the 2019 Florida legislative session. The changes in the FS 
553.79 affect the way in which expired permits are handled and can be closed by the building 
official. 
The proposed changes to Section 105.3.2.5.1 are underscored and are verbatim from FS 
553.79, except that the phrase “may send a written notice of expiration” on the FS has been 
replaced with “shall send a written notice of expiration” to continue the existing notification 
requirement of the Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals. Please see highlighted text. 
 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
Please see the following revised code section and copy of FS 553.79. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

Rolando Soto.  
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Broward County Administrative Provisions for the 2017 FBC (6th Edition) 
 
105 Permits 
 
105.3.2 Time Limitation. 

 
105.3.2.1 Every permit issued shall become null and void if work, as defined in Paragraph 105.3.2.6 authorized 
by such permit is not commenced within 180 days from the date the permit is issued or if the work authorized 
by such permit is suspended or abandoned for a period of 90 days after the time the work is commenced.  
 
105.3.2.2 If the work covered by the permit has not commenced, or has been commenced and is been suspended 
or abandoned, the Building Official may for good cause, extend such permit for no more than two (2) periods 
of ninety (90) days, not to exceed 1 year, from the date of expiration of the initial permit, if an extension is 
requested.  
 
105.3.2.3 If the work covered by the permit has commenced, is in progress, has not been completed and is 
being carried on progressively in a substantial manner in accordance with Paragraph 105.3.2.6, the permit shall 
be in effect until completion of the job. 
 
105.3.2.4 If work has commenced and the permit is revoked, becomes null and void or expires because of lack 
of progress or abandonment, a new permit covering the proposed construction shall be obtained before 
proceeding with the work. 
 
105.3.2.5 If a new building permit is not obtained within 180 days from the date the initial permit became null 
and void, the Building Official is authorized to require that any work which has been commenced or completed 
be removed from the building site; or alternately, he or she may issue a new permit, on application, providing 
the work in place and the required work to complete the structure meets all applicable regulations in effect at 
the time the initial permit became null and void and any regulations which may have become effective between 
the date of expiration and the date of issuance of a new permit. 
 
Exception: On written request from owner or the contractor, the Building Official may reinstate the permit 
one time. The job shall be completed under the jurisdiction of the code that the original permit was approved 
under. The reinstated permit shall be subject to the life safety requirements as determined by the Fire Code 
Official. 

 
105.3.2.5.1 The Building Official shall provide written notification to both the permit holder and the 
property owner 30 days prior to the expiration date of the permit. The notice shall include the projected 
expiration date and the steps necessary to continue the permit in an active status. If the Building Official 
fails to provide written notification, and the permit expires, the permit holder may request a one-time 
30-day extension of the permit so they have the opportunity to revalidate it.  
A local government that issues building permits may shall send a written notice of expiration, by e-mail 
or United States Postal Service, to the owner of the property and the contractor listed on the permit, no 
less than 30 days before a building permit is set to expire. The written notice must identify the permit 
that is set to expire and the date the permit will expire. 
 (a) A property owner, regardless of whether the property owner is the one listed on the application 
for the building permit, may close a building permit by complying with the following requirements: 

1. The property owner may retain the original contractor listed on the permit or hire a different 
contractor appropriately licensed in this state to perform the work necessary to satisfy the conditions 
of the permit and to obtain any necessary inspections in order to close the permit. If a contractor other 
than the original contractor listed on the permit is hired by the property owner to close the permit, 
such contractor is not liable for any defects in the work performed by the original contractor and is 
only liable for the work that he or she performs. 
2. The property owner may assume the role of an owner-builder, in accordance with ss. 489.103(7) 
and 489.503(6). 
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3. For purposes of this section, the term “close” means that the requirements of the permit have 
been satisfied. 

(b) If a building permit is expired and its requirements have been substantially completed, as 
determined by the local enforcement agency, the permit may be closed without having to obtain a new 
building permit, and the work required to close the permit may be done pursuant to the building code 
in effect at the time the local enforcement agency received the application for the permit, unless the 
contractor has sought and received approval from the local enforcement agency for an alternative 
material, design, or method of construction. 
(c) A local enforcement agency may close a building permit 6 years after the issuance of the permit, 
even in the absence of a final inspection, if the local enforcement agency determines that no apparent 
safety hazards exist. 
(d) A local enforcement agency may not deny issuance of a building permit to; issue a notice of 
violation to; or fine, penalize, sanction, or assess fees against an arms-length purchaser of a property 
for value solely because a building 1permit applied for by a previous owner of the property was not 
closed. The local enforcement agency shall maintain all rights and remedies against the property owner 
and contractor listed on the permit. 
(e) The local enforcement agency may not deny issuance of a building permit to a contractor solely 
because the contractor is listed on other building permits that were not closed. 
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Only the statute sections that have changed are quoted. 

The 2019 Florida Statutes  

Title XXXIII REGULATION OF TRADE, COMMERCE, INVESTMENTS, AND SOLICITATIONS 

Chapter 553 BUILDING CONSTRUCTION STANDARDS 

553.79 Permits; applications; issuance; inspections.— 

(1)(c) A local government that issues building permits may send a written notice of expiration, by e-mail or United 
States Postal Service, to the owner of the property and the contractor listed on the permit, no less than 30 days 
before a building permit is set to expire. The written notice must identify the permit that is set to expire and the 
date the permit will expire. 

(15)(a) A property owner, regardless of whether the property owner is the one listed on the application for 

the building permit, may close a building permit by complying with the following requirements: 

1. The property owner may retain the original contractor listed on the permit or hire a different contractor 

appropriately licensed in this state to perform the work necessary to satisfy the conditions of the permit and to 

obtain any necessary inspections in order to close the permit. If a contractor other than the original contractor 

listed on the permit is hired by the property owner to close the permit, such contractor is not liable for any defects 

in the work performed by the original contractor and is only liable for the work that he or she performs. 

2. The property owner may assume the role of an owner-builder, in accordance with ss. 489.103(7) 

and 489.503(6). 

3. For purposes of this section, the term “close” means that the requirements of the permit have been 

satisfied. 

(b) If a building permit is expired and its requirements have been substantially completed, as determined by 

the local enforcement agency, the permit may be closed without having to obtain a new building permit, and the 

work required to close the permit may be done pursuant to the building code in effect at the time the local 

enforcement agency received the application for the permit, unless the contractor has sought and received 

approval from the local enforcement agency for an alternative material, design, or method of construction. 

(c) A local enforcement agency may close a building permit 6 years after the issuance of the permit, even in 

the absence of a final inspection, if the local enforcement agency determines that no apparent safety hazards 

exist. 

(16)(a) A local enforcement agency may not deny issuance of a building permit to; issue a notice of violation 

to; or fine, penalize, sanction, or assess fees against an arms-length purchaser of a property for value solely 

because a building 1permit applied for by a previous owner of the property was not closed. The local enforcement 

agency shall maintain all rights and remedies against the property owner and contractor listed on the permit. 

(b) The local enforcement agency may not deny issuance of a building permit to a contractor solely because 

the contractor is listed on other building permits that were not closed. 

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0400-0499/0489/Sections/0489.103.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0400-0499/0489/Sections/0489.503.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0500-0599/0553/Sections/0553.79.html#1
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                                  BROWARD COUNTY 

 Board of Rules & Appeals 
                       1 North University Drive, Suite 3500B, Plantation, Florida 33324 

 

 
To:  Members of the Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals 
 
From:  Administrative Director  

 
Date:  October 10, 2019 
 
Re:  Requested ratification of the Administrative Director’s recommended  
                      appointment for the Chief Energy Code Compliance Officer position.  

 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
It is recommended that the Board of Rules and Appeals approve, by motion, the appointment of 

Mr. Edward Eugene “Gene” Adach as the Board of Rules and Appeals’ first Chief Energy Code 

Compliance Officer, pursuant to the terms and conditions of the attached letter dated August 29, 

2019. 

 

 

REASONS 
 

The new position of Chief Energy Code Compliance Officer was duly authorized by vote of the 

Board of Rules and Appeals on May 9, 2019 and was approved by the County Commission on 

September 24, 2019 for the 2020 fiscal year that began on October 1, 2019. At its meeting of 

September 12, 2019, the Board of Rules and Appeals was presented with three options for 

selecting a Board of Rules and Appeals Chief Code Compliance officer for the energy discipline. 

The option the Board selected allows the Director to choose from existing list of candidates that 

were recently interviewed by a screening panel for the Chief Code Compliance Officer Structural 

position and place a name on the October Board of Rules and Appeals agenda requesting a 

ratification vote. Although there were two different positions to be filled the fact is that there is a 

great deal of overlap in the experience of those who are qualified to be Chief Structural Code 

Compliance Officer and Chief Energy Code Compliance Officer. The Chief Structural Code 

Compliance Officer position was advertised in the Sun-Sentinel from October 28, 2018 through 

November 3, 2018 and re-advertised from May 26, 2019 through June 1, 2019 both in print and 

online. This position was also posted on GovermentJobs.com for one month and posted on our 

agency’s website. In addition, the job advertisement was mailed out to all the structural plan’s 

examiners within Broward County. Seventeen individuals applied, two withdrew their 

applications, one was un-qualified, and of the remaining 14 candidates, eleven were selected to 

be interviewed. All applicants were interviewed by an independent screening committee. 

 

Mr. Adach is a Licensed Architect, pursuant to Chapter 481, Florida Statutes; a Licensed 

Building Code Administrator, pursuant to Chapter 468, Florida Statutes and a recent Broward 

County Certified Building Official. Overall, Gene has some 35 years of experience in a multitude 

of roles as Inspector, Plan Reviewer, Building Official, Architect and Project Manager. As an 

Assistant Building Official, Mr. Adach was Plan Reviewer and Structural Inspector for the new 

1



$50 million, 5-story medical clinic building addition to the existing Cleveland Clinic Hospital in 

Weston, Fla. For more than 3 years, 2015 to 2018, Gene served as Building Official for the City 

of Pembroke Pines. In Weston, Pembroke Pines, and elsewhere in Broward County, Mr. Adach 

addressed energy code compliance issues on a regular basis. 

A review of our certification files shows the following: 

Mr. Adach was licensed by Florida DBPR as follows: Architect on 6/18/1999, as Standard 
Building Inspector on 10/05/1999, Standard Plans Examiner on 03/08/2000, and Building Code 
Administrator 01/17/2002. 

He was certified by BORA as follows: Building Inspector on 1/19/2013, Assistant Building 
Official for the City of Weston on 7/19/2013, Structural Plans Examiner 8/8/2013, Assistant 
Building Official for the City of Pembroke Pines on 3/18/2015, Building Official for the City of 
Pembroke Pines on 4/21/2015, and Assistant Building Official for the City of Lauderdale Lakes 
on 1/11/2018. 

In his practice as a Registered Architect, Gene was involved with multiple aspects of the Florida 
Energy Code, known today as the Florida Energy Conservation Code. Additionally, Mr. Adach 
served as Building Inspector, Plans Examiner, and Assistant Building Official for the School 
Board of Broward County from 9/1995 to 11/2008, work that also involved the use and 
enforcement of the Florida Energy Code. 

Based upon the professional background and extensive work experience, in my own personal 

knowledge of Mr. Adach, I believe that he would be a great asset to the Board of Rules and 

Appeals and the staff. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

The members of CCCO - Structural screening committee were Mr. Dan Lavrich, P.E., Mr. Mike 

Goolsby, Mr. Cris Fardelmann and Mr. Mike Guerasio. When the eleven candidates for the 

Structural position were interviewed it occurred to me that one candidate would be especially 

strong for the Chief Code Compliance Officer - Energy position. I shared my opinion with both 

the Chair and my counterpart in Miami-Dade County, Mr. Goolsby, as he filled a similar position 

in his jurisdiction about three years ago, who was in strong support of my decision. Also, the 

Chief Code Compliance Officer – Mechanical, Mr. Rolando Soto, believes that the candidate we 

have in mind is well qualified.  

Mr. Adach will receive an annual salary of $107,000 and, following 26 weeks of service, a merit 

review which may result up to a $1,750 increase culminating in a revised salary of $108,750. 

Gene is expected to assume his position on November 4, 2019. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

James DiPietro 
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From: Dipietro, James
To: "Ezzeddine, Danny (Adnan)"
Cc: Mayor Lynn Stoner; "dlavrich"
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL SENDER] - FW: Certifications for October 10th -- Danny Ezzeddine?( Chief Structural Inspector

/ABO)
Date: Wednesday, October 2, 2019 1:13:38 PM

Hello Danny.  Your e-mail below has been received. The matter described below will be placed on
the Board of Rules and Appeals agenda for vote on October 10. Please contact me if additional
information is desired. Thank you. Jim
 
Jim DiPietro
Administrative Director
Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals
1 North University Drive, Suite 3500 B
Plantation Fl 33324
954-765-4500 X9892
954-931-2393 (cell)
 

From: Ezzeddine, Danny (Adnan) <dezzeddine@plantation.org> 
Sent: Wednesday, October 2, 2019 10:20 AM
To: Dipietro, James <JDIPIETRO@broward.org>
Cc: Mayor Lynn Stoner <LStoner@plantation.org>; Edsall, Denese <DEdsall@plantation.org>;
Nunemaker, Jason <JNunemaker@plantation.org>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL SENDER] - FW: Certifications for October 10th -- Danny Ezzeddine?( Chief
Structural Inspector /ABO)
 

External Email
 
Good Morning Mr. Dipietro
 
I am in receipt of your email dated September 30 , 2019, and I do understand the limit of your
authority in this matter, however , I am formally requesting and additional extension of
approximately 60 + days ( from sept 30, 2019 to December 6 ,2019) , as an interim Chief Structural
Inspector . This extension is requested due to our inability to fill the position of Chief Structural
Inspector/ABO at this time, and will allow us to extend our recruitment period in anticipation of
having more candidates for this position.
 
I do appreciate your assistance in this matter, and I am aware that this request will be on the BORA’s

agenda for October 10th ,2019.
 
Best regards
 
 
Danny Ezzeddine, AIA, NCARB
Director /Building Official

mailto:JDIPIETRO@broward.org
mailto:dezzeddine@plantation.org
mailto:LStoner@plantation.org
mailto:dlavrich@aol.com
JDIPIETRO
Highlight

JDIPIETRO
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City of Plantation
401 NW 70 Terrace
Plantation, FL  33317
954-797-2268 - office
954-797 -2273  fax
 

From: Dipietro, James <JDIPIETRO@broward.org> 
Sent: Monday, September 30, 2019 4:16 PM
To: Ezzeddine, Danny (Adnan) <dezzeddine@plantation.org>
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL SENDER] - FW: Certifications for October 10th -- Danny Ezzeddine?
 
Danny. I do not have the clear code authority to extend further but the Board of Rules and
Appeals may do so. The code says 90 days and then I gave an extra month or so under September
30 to accommodate your  request. Please provide us with a letter or e-mail of the city`s request
to extend to a date certain , and why there is a reason to do so,  and I will place your request on
the BORA agenda for the October 10 session. You can remain as interim until BORA votes on
October 10. Please provide the written communication by Wednesday at noon to help meet
agenda production and mailing deadlines. Thank you. Jim
 
 
From: Dipietro, James <JDIPIETRO@broward.org> 
Sent: Monday, September 30, 2019 11:57 AM
To: 'Ezzeddine, Danny (Adnan)' <dezzeddine@plantation.org>
Cc: RULES <RULES2@broward.org>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL SENDER] - FW: Certifications for October 10th -- Danny Ezzeddine?
 
Thank you.
 
 
From: Ezzeddine, Danny (Adnan) <dezzeddine@plantation.org> 
Sent: Monday, September 30, 2019 11:05 AM
To: Dipietro, James <JDIPIETRO@broward.org>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL SENDER] - FW: Certifications for October 10th -- Danny Ezzeddine?
 

External Email
 
Good morning Jim
Sorry for the late reply , however  administration is meeting with the candidate for the chief’s
position at 11:00 am today , I should know by 12:00 what’s the decision and will update you whether
I extend my interim position or certify the candidate.
I am aware that the agenda’s deadline is 3:00 pm but will let you know ahead of time.
Thank you for your patience and assistance in this matter.
 
Best regards
 

mailto:JDIPIETRO@broward.org
mailto:dezzeddine@plantation.org
mailto:JDIPIETRO@broward.org
mailto:dezzeddine@plantation.org
mailto:RULES2@broward.org
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Danny Ezzeddine, AIA, NCARB
Director /Building Official
City of Plantation
401 NW 70 Terrace
Plantation, FL  33317

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Ezzeddine, Danny (Adnan)" <dezzeddine@plantation.org>
Date: September 30, 2019 at 11:53:53 AM EDT
To: "'Dipietro, James'" <JDIPIETRO@broward.org>
Cc: "Guerasio, Michael" <MGUERASIO@broward.org>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL SENDER] - FW: Certifications for October 10th  -- Danny
Ezzeddine?

External Email

Good Morning Jim
Please extend my interim chief position for another period allowed until we have some
applicants.
Thank you for your assistance in this matter

Danny Ezzeddine, AIA, NCARB
Director /Building Official
City of Plantation
401 NW 70 Terrace
Plantation, FL  33317
954-797-2268 - office
954-797 -2273  fax

mailto:dezzeddine@plantation.org
mailto:JDIPIETRO@broward.org
mailto:MGUERASIO@broward.org


Extension request chronology for City of Plantation Chief Structural position 

Jun 1, 2019   Original request 
Aug 29, 2019    Expiration 
Aug 19, 2019    Request by Ezzeddine for extension to CCCO 
Aug 20, 2019    Request by Ezzeddine for extension to director 
Aug 20,2019     Extension to Sep 30, 2019 granted by director 
Sep 30, 2019  2nd extension request by Ezzeddine to director 

FBC 6th Edition (2017) Chapter I (excerpt) 

104.3.1 Interim Chief Inspector. In the event that a Chief Inspector’s employment is terminated with a 
jurisdiction, or is otherwise unavailable, an Interim Chief Inspector may be appointed for up to 90 days 
while the Chief Inspector is being replaced with a permanent appointee. An approved application for a 
Chief Inspector must be submitted to BORA prior to the expiration of the 90 days. The Interim Chief 
Inspector shall be qualified as a Chief Inspector as specified in 104.5, 104.6, 104.7 or 104.8 of this code. 
BORA shall be notified in writing by the Building Official of the name and starting date of the Interim 
Chief Inspector. The name of the Interim Chief Inspector will be recorded by BORA but he or she will not 
be issued a certification card as the Chief Inspector. 

This sheet was prepared and added to the agenda by the BORA staff
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MARK S. MUCCI, P.A.* 
   Certified Civil Mediator 
 
BRAD R. WEISS, P.A. 
   Board Certified in Construction Law 
   Also Admitted in Michigan 
 
BRIAN M. ABELOW 
    __________________ 
 
MATTHEW D. COHEN 

5561 NORTH UNIVERSITY DRIVE 
SUITE 102 

CORAL SPRINGS, FLORIDA 33067 
————— 

TELEPHONE 954-323-1023 
FACSIMILE 954-323-1013 

 
WWW.BMWLAWYERS.NET 

 
WILLIAM H. BENSON 

(1929 – 2013) 
 

 
CHARLES M. KRAMER, Of Counsel 

                     Board Certified in Construction  
                     Law    

 
 

June 13, 2018 
 

LEGAL ADVISORY OPINION AS TO ALLOCATION OF FUNDING FOR  
ORCAT AND FEES FOR PERMITTING OF BI-DIRECTIONAL AMPLIFIER SYSTEMS 

 
You have asked your attorney to determine the propriety of the Broward  County Building 

Code Services (building department) permit fees being used to fund county ORCAT (the office 
responsible for plan review check on bi-directional amplifiers pursuant to Florida Building Code  
section 118) or if only user fees would be eligible as is the case with county charges for elevator and 
environmental reviews.  

 
Permit Fees. 
 

After review of 71-575, F.S. Sec. 553.80, and Broward County Charter Sec. 9.02(a) and (d), I 
conclude that BCBCS permit fees should not be used for funding of performing plan review check on 
BDA.  

 
Florida Statutes Sec  553.80 states in part:  
 

The governing bodies of local governments may provide a schedule of fees, as 
authorized by s. 125.56(2) or s. 166.222 and this section, for the enforcement of 
the provisions of this part. Such fees shall be used solely for carrying out the local 
government’s responsibilities in enforcing the Florida Building Code. 

 
See F.S. Sec 553.80   
 

In as much as the County Commission establishes the fee schedule for permits, fees, etc. it 
does so with the express intent (as determined by F.S. sec.553.80) of creating funds for enforcement 
of the Florida Building Code.  
 

 
Page 2 
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Funding of BDA permitting costs 
June 13, 2018 

 
That is not to say that funds obtained as a part of the permit fee distribution, and which are 

specifically allocated for an agency or a fund such as BORA or the Homeowner’s Construction 
Recovery Fund, may then be taxed of a portion of their established allocation to assist in enforcing 
the building code. There is no provision in 71-575, F.S. Sec. 553.80, 125.56, 166.222, or the  Broward 
County Charter which determines that monies allocated to a legislatively created entity or fund can 
then be randomly or unilaterally supplementally taxed to meet arbitrary funding determinations.  

 
We would further state that simply because BORA promulgated Sec 118 of the Code as part of 

its dutiesi, it does not mean that BORA somehow becomes responsible for funding same. See Special 
Act 71-575 Sec 3(c), Broward County Charter Sec 9.02 A(1-4). 
 
User fees. 
 

In reviewing the statutes, and constitution of the state of Florida, the proper choice for funding 
is through user fee payments made by those entities which derive real but unequal benefit from 
permitting of BDA systems. Precedent is already established where only the structure requiring an 
elevator permit, or only the facility requiring an environmental review is responsible for payment of 
the fees.     
  

The concept of ‘special assessments” for specific applications is well developed in the Florida 
courts. Not only are municipalities faced with the decision where public works are concerned but 
specifically where apportionment must fall fairly and squarely on those parties receiving benefit. 

 
In Sarasota County vs. Sarasota Church of Christ, 667 So.2d 180 (Fla. 1995) the Florida Supreme 

Court reasoned that special assessments for building permits was warranted where: (1) stormwater 
utility services provided special benefit to developed properties within service area of the stormwater 
facility, and (2) the method of apportioning fees for those stormwater services was not arbitrary.  
 

The Supreme Court noted the propriety of same where it stated “special assessments are 
imposed under the theory that a portion of the community that bears the cost of assessment will 
receive special benefit from improvement or service for which assessment is levied.” This principal 
applies equally to special costs incurred by municipalities or the County where only a select few users 
will benefit from the requirements of specialty plan review. 
 

The most obvious proof of implementation of user fees for BDA’s in high-rise or other like kind 
and type structures (larger commercial applications) is that most, if not all, of these structures do in 
fact already pay user fees for elevator, and environmental review.  
 

The intent of special assessments or permit fee scheduling includes fair and equitable 
apportionment of fees based on benefits derived by the user versus benefits derived by the 
community. See City of Boca Raton vs. State, 595 So.2d 25 (Fla. 1995).  
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