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	Broward County Go SOLAR Highlighted in 
Re-Power Florida 2013 Virtual Conference

The Broward County Go SOLAR Program will be featured in the Re-Power Florida 2013 online mini-conference on Saturday, April 20, from 10:35 to 11:05 a.m. Re-Power Florida will address energy issues facing Florida as well as real world options and solutions. The web conference is free and can be viewed at forthepublic.org.

The Go SOLAR team will engage viewers on the benefits of the Go SOLAR Online Permitting System, which allows Broward County residents to get a solar energy system permit, with preapproved design plans, within minutes, reducing costs to homeowners and saving time.

It’s all part of the Broward County Go SOLAR Rooftop Solar Challenge – a U.S. Department of Energy grant-funded initiative that makes it easier for residents and businesses to convert to solar energy by reducing the cost and wait time associated with the permitting process for photovoltaic (PV) rooftop installations.

The Go SOLAR team will also highlight the proposed Go SOLAR Florida Phase II, a $2 million grant opportunity to assist in developing similar programs regionally and ultimately statewide.

Other web conference highlights include: 

· Statewide Earth Day celebrations 

· Live access to state and national energy experts 

· Discussions on transportation, alternative fuel vehicles, renewable energy and energy efficiency

Segments of the web conference will be tailored for decision-makers with government, businesses and other organizations. 

Re-Power Florida is sponsored by the Future Is Now Foundation, with the Florida Solar Energy Center and Clean Cities Coalition. 

Register today or learn more about Re-Power Florida at forthepublic.org. 

Visit broward.org/gogreen for more information on the Go SOLAR Broward Rooftop Solar Challenge or call 954-519-1260.
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Renewable Energy Finance Forum – Latin America & Caribbean Description
REFF-LAC will address the rapidly changing state of renewable energy finance, and insights about the path ahead, with a specific focus on the Central, Latin American and Caribbean markets and how they are interacting with the broader global markets. 
In the face of tremendous long-term growth potential and new political support, the renewable energy markets are today suffering from the credit crisis, withdrawal of major lenders, loss of tax equity capacity, economic recession, and new legislative initiatives.
Special 20% Discount from 
Broward County

As a supporting organization of ACORE's Power Generation & Infrastructure Forum, Broward County would like to offer you a special 20% discount to attend.

Use 20% Off Discount code SPT20BRW and 
Register Now
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	Partner of the Month: Deerfield Beach

	
	City of Deerfield Beach Earth Day & Arbor Day

Join the City of Deerfield Beach, Saturday, April 27 for a dual celebration of Arbor Day and Earth Day. The event will take place from noon to 4 p.m. at the Deerfield Beach Middle School Complex. The Deerfield Beach Recycling/Solid Waste, Landscaping, and Parks Divisions have partnered to offer educational workshops, giveaways (including trees), and lots of earth-friendly, cost-saving ideas to residents. The Go SOLAR Program will have an informational booth set up for interested attendees.
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One FREE tree for Deerfield Beach residents (must show proof of residency). Trees available will include: 
· Yellow Elder 

· Laurel Oak 

· Green Buttonwood 

· Foxtail Palm 

· Dwarf Mango 

· Verawood 

· Simpson Stopper 

· Pink Tabebuia 

· Florida Thatch Palm 

· Loquat

· One box FREE - City-Shred on-site paper shredding for sensitive documents (charges apply for additional boxes)

· FREE water conserving shower head for Deerfield Beach residents (must show proof of residency)

· Compost bins and rain barrels

· Green businesses and organizations with displays, goods and tips for living a more sustainable life

· Food trucks Catered Bliss, VeggieXpress, and The Meanie Panini on-site.

On site collections of clothing, furniture, shoes, and electronics hosted by the Salvation Army, ARC Broward, and the Deerfield Beach Middle School Green Team. For more information, call the Recycling Division at 954-480-4454.
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	News from the Department of Energy

From Emerging to Mainstream: The Growth of the Global Clean Energy Marketplace
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Erin R. Pierce 
Digital Specialist, Office of Public Affairs

A new study, released today by the Pew Charitable Trust, analyzes the past, present and future of the global clean energy marketplace. Worldwide, the report projects the clean energy economy will continue to gather momentum and could generate as much as $1.9 trillion in revenue by 2018.

Over the past decade, the clean energy industry in the United States has experienced a steady rise – creating thousands of job opportunities in the process. An estimated 152,000 Americans are employed in the biomass sector, 100,000 in solar, and 75,000 in wind. The clean energy sector is also contributing to the revitalization of our domestic manufacturing industry. In particular, the wind industry has developed a significant domestic supply chain – with more than 450 manufacturing facilities located in the U.S.

Looking ahead, cumulative clean energy installations (for non-hydroelectric clean energy generation) in the United States are expected to more than double – reaching 126 GW by 2018. The sector is expected to continue to boost economic growth – with cumulative revenue projected to reach $269 billion.

Facing increasingly stiff international competition from Europe and Asia – U.S. dominance of the global clean energy marketplace is less than certain.  For America to continue to leverage the economic opportunities presented by this industry, the report emphasizes the critical-importance of continued clean energy policy support over the coming years.

Learn more about the global clean energy marketplace, by checking out the full report: Innovate Manufacture, Compete: A Clean Energy Action Plan.


	
 
 
 
	Success Stories

FPL’s ‘Next Generation Solar Education Stations’ Teach Students About Renewable Energy!
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Florida Power & Light Company installed a cutting-edge solar power array at Deerfield Beach Middle School to help teach future generations about the benefits of renewable energy. 

The ‘Next Generation Solar Education Station’ will generate emissions-free electricity and provide students with a hands-on tool to learn how solar power works.
“The next generation of Floridians will live in a world where renewable energy is a central part of the economy and our way of life. The Next Generation Solar Education Stations we are building will give students a head start on understanding the critical role solar power will play in that future,” said FPL External Affairs Area Manager Isabel Hebert, whose territory includes Deerfield Beach.

FPL’s Next Generation Solar Education Station will provide 5 kilowatts of solar electricity. The solar installation will save the school about $800 each year in electricity costs while giving teachers a way to focus science education on essential energy technologies of the future. 

Unlike most small-scale photovoltaic solar arrays, which are mounted on rooftops, FPL’s Next Generation Solar Education Stations will be mounted on the ground to maximize their effectiveness as a teaching tool. The FPL Group Foundation also will provide teacher training and curriculum materials to help create age-appropriate renewable energy lessons for students. All materials will be housed on FPL’s Web site. 

	
	Solar Calendar

Sunday, April 21, 2013 – CocoFest Green Expo
Promenade at Coconut Creek 
Southwest corner of Wiles Road and Lyons Road, Coconut Creek
11 a.m. – 5 p.m.
· Full day of tropical themed live music, food and family fun activities.  

· Free to the public.  

· Live entertainment includes Reggae and steel drum bands, Junkanoo Parade and more.  

· Kid’s activities like coconut games and crafts, face painting, bounce house and inflatables by South Florida Parenting Magazine. 

· In honor of Earth Day, CocoFest will include a “Green Expo”, where you can obtain information from environmental vendors and services.  

· Parking is available at the Promenade at Coconut Creek, located at 4451 Lyons Road and you can also park in the Monarch High School parking lot

For more information, logon www.coconutcree​k.net/events or call 954-545-6620
April 22 - 25, 2013 – Broward College North Campus Earth Week

· April 22 – Panel discussion on organic food/health relationships

· April 23 – Green Business and Sustainability presentations

· April 24 – Trash Audit

· April 25 – Campus Clean-up

The Go SOLAR program will be presenting on April 23, 2013. Panel discussion starts at 10 a.m.   
Saturday, April 27, 2013 - Deerfield Beach Conservation Day
Deerfield Beach Athletics Complex, 701 S.E. 6th Avenue, Deerfield Beach
· Free Tree Giveaway - Must show proof of residency for Deerfield Beach
· Rain barrel and composting demonstrations/giveaways

· Residential low flow showerhead exchange – on equal exchange basis
· Open Forum with city, county and state organizations and green vendors
· Green Products – Learn how to make your home more environmental safe and efficient

· Vendors with crafts made of recycled/repurposed materials

For more information, contact the Environmental Services (Recycling) – 
at 954-480-4454 or Environmental Services (Utilities) – 954-480-4339
Saturday, May 10, 2013 - U.S. Solar Institute Informational Workshop 
Solar Mounting and Installation Practices for Hurricane Markets
Monthly educational series. This month globally recognized manufacturer  Schletter will provide hands-on demonstrations at USSolar Institute geared towards large solar installations and effective car park structures.
Observe the GAYK pile driving ram in action, and see Schletter's Park@Sol Carport, and the legendary FS System. Plus, learn how to save time during the installation process from our experienced Technical Sales Representatives.
Saturday, June 8, 2013 - U.S. Solar Institute Informational Workshop 
Solar Financing for your Home or Business

· Open house 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. with educational programs every two hours

· Special Guest – Florida Solar One, FlaSEIA and/or FPL (Guests TBD)

· 10 – 11 a.m. – Florida Solar Market with Legislation Updates

· Noon – 1 p.m. – Options for Financing your System in Florida 

· 2 – 3 p.m. – Community Funding Options
For more information on USSolar Institute Informational Workshops, Monthly Open House.



	
	Community Coordination

Solar PV Installers, Manufacturers and Educational Institutions Encouraged to Partner with Go SOLAR

Solar PV Educational Displays at Government Center West 

Broward County is offering the opportunity of co-sponsorship on educational displays for the Government Center West lobby. The sponsor will provide and maintain a basic educational display about the benefits of solar energy for a three-month period. The display could include a solar panel or a cut-away of a panel for the public to see and touch (protected to avoid injury), a rack system, an inverter and any additional components that a resident or business would need to install a solar PV system. Also, the display should include educational signs and literature that the public can take away. Electricity will be provided. Available floor space would be a maximum of 4 feet by 10 feet.

The company’s educational display will be available to all visitors to the Government Center West lobby located at One N. University Drive, Plantation. The company can provide educational information about their products and services. The request for sponsorship announcement is posted on the Broward County Purchasing website.

Thank you to our first two co-sponsors:
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Solar PV Manufacturers Encouraged to Partner 
with Go SOLAR
Broward County’s Go SOLAR Team is seeking an Advantage Marketing agreement with solar PV mounting manufacturers and the solar industry. 

Through this agreement, companies will have the opportunity to become involved in the Broward County Go SOLAR challenge by providing an electronic set or sets of solar photovoltaic (solar PV) rooftop mounting system design plans (outlined in the agreement). In exchange, Broward County will include the company’s plans and required equipment list (as submitted under the agreement) as a design option in the Go Solar PV Online Permitting System. Release of the Advantage Marketing Agreement announcement is posted on the Broward County Purchasing website.
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	Go SOLAR Newsletter, a monthly ePublication from the Go SOLAR Broward Rooftop Solar Challenge Team, 
is produced by the Go SOLAR Outreach Committee. Address questions concerning articles to 954-519-0313.

To subscribe or unsubscribe to this newsletter, email gosolar@broward.org.
broward.org/gogreen/gosolar


