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	Broward Go SOLAR Team Prepares for Phase II Rooftop Solar Challenge
Similar to the first Challenge, the Department of Energy is looking for solutions to reduce soft costs, but to be implemented on a wider scale (regionally or nationally). This second effort, dubbed Go SOLAR Florida, is being designed with five major components. 

Broward will solicit additional Broward municipalities to participate in the Broward County Go SOLAR online permitting system. Broward County will partner or coordinate with four other counties (Orange, Miami-Dade, Monroe, and Alachua) to replicate Go SOLAR within those counties. This effort will include transitioning design plans management into a single plans warehouse, managed by the Florida Solar Energy Center. The financial options committee will expand their efforts to capture financial mechanisms in use throughout all partner counties and continue to work to promote solutions to upfront costs for solar systems. Go SOLAR Florida will work to educate key stakeholders in the value of statewide consistency in net metering and interconnection standards. Finally, Florida will work on standardizing planning and zoning policies and procedures throughout all five partner counties. We hope to hear that Go SOLAR Florida is a successful submission sometime in May.

Solar PV Installers, Manufacturers and Educational Institutions Encouraged to Partner with Go SOLAR

Solar PV Educational Displays at Government Center West 
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Broward County is offering the opportunity of co-sponsorship on educational displays for the Government Center West lobby. The sponsor will provide and maintain a basic educational display about the benefits of solar energy for a three-month period. The display could include a solar panel or a cut-away of a panel for the public to see and touch (protected to avoid injury), a rack system, an inverter and any additional components that a resident or business would need to install a solar PV system. Also, the display should include educational signs and literature that the public can take away. Electricity will be provided. Available floor space would be a maximum of 4 feet by 10 feet.

The company’s educational display will be available to all visitors to the Government Center West lobby located at One N. University Drive, Plantation. The company can provide educational information about their products and services. The request for sponsorship announcement is posted on the Broward County Purchasing website.

Thank you to our first two co-sponsors:
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	Partners of the Month: City of Miramar

	This material is based upon work supported by the U.S. Department of Energy under Award Number DE EE0005701.
Disclaimer: “This report was prepared as an account of work sponsored by an agency of the United States Government. Neither the United States Government nor any agency thereof, nor any of their employees, makes any warranty, express or implied, or assumes any legal liability or responsibility for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information, apparatus, product, or process disclosed, or represents that its use would not infringe privately owned rights. Reference herein to any specific commercial product, process, or service by trade name, trademark, manufacturer, or otherwise does not necessarily constitute or imply its endorsement, recommendation, or favoring by the United States Government or any agency thereof. The views and opinions of authors expressed herein do not necessarily state or reflect those of the United States Government or any agency thereof.” 
Cost: reference funding from DOE Award Number DE-EE0005701.
	Miramar Hosts Conservation Day
The City of Miramar and Florida Power & Light (FPL) hosted a Conservation Day on Saturday, March 9 at the Miramar Cultural Arts Center.
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The City Miramar is a partner city in the Go SOLAR Program. Go SOLAR staff attended the event and delivered educational materials to all attendees. According to Commissioner Wayne M. Messam, “We, as a city, are thrilled to present this educational event designed to educate, engage and entertain our residents about sustainability initiatives. Being Green can be a fun lifestyle that preserves our natural resources and has proven to save us money. I encourage everyone to come and join us on Saturday.”

The event highlighted the importance of conserving energy, water and recycling household goods.

There were exhibits and demonstrations from Miramar’s recycling and water conservation programs, Miramar High School’s Electric Car program, FPL Energy Efficiency Program, Miramar Garden / Farmers’ Market, “Need to Feed” cooking demo, Broward County’s Go Solar Program, Broward County Transit, The Home Depot, and “Dream in Green.”

Activities included electric car demonstrations, free energy saving household items, local elementary school poster contest award announcements, and a live theater show by “Men in Plaid: The Kilowatt Connection.”
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News from the Department of Energy

Finding Solutions to Solar's Soft Cost Dilemma
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Brian Webster installs rooftop solar panels on a home in Englewood, Colorado. The Energy Department is working to streamline rooftop solar installations so that it’s faster, easier and cheaper for Americans to go solar. | Photo courtesy of Dennis Schroeder, NREL. 

Minh Le, Program Manager, Solar Program

Interested in going solar? In many ways, this is an ideal time to explore the possibility. The U.S. solar industry is stronger than ever with 2012 annual growth expected to top 70 percent over 2011. Prices for solar hardware -- including modules and inverters -- continue to plummet to historic lows. Still, among all these impressive gains -- a stubborn barrier remains. To truly realize the potential of solar energy in America, we must address the soft costs.

So, what exactly are the soft costs? I’m referring to all the permitting, interconnection and inspection requirements that ramp-up the price of solar installations. In many cases, soft costs account for as much as 40 percent of the total cost of a single installation. Even more troubling, inconsistencies in soft costs requirements -- from town to town and utility to utility -- make it difficult for solar installers to enter new markets.

A new study from Energy Department grant awardee Clean Power Finance found that more than 35 percent of solar installers avoid selling in certain areas because of permitting difficulties. This limits the adoption of solar in otherwise viable markets -- needlessly constraining a robust and growing industry. (I encourage you to take a look at more of the study’s revealing findings here.)

Soft costs are a very real obstacle to the widespread adoption of solar -- but they are not insurmountable. At the Energy Department, we’re investing in projects that are making headway. With our Rooftop Solar Challenge -- launched last February as part of the SunShot Initiative -- we’re empowering communities (22 teams in total) across the U.S. to devise innovative solutions to streamlining solar installation.

After much hard work, the teams are achieving success. In Broward County, Florida -- residents will be able to get a solar energy system permit in just half an hour. In San Francisco -- applications for solar installations 4 kilowatts or less can be submitted and paid for online. Elsewhere, teams are leading the widespread adoption of simplified, standardized permitting and interconnection processes -- making it faster, easier and cheaper to go solar. And while more than 45 million Americans are benefitting from Rooftop Solar Challenge results, it is only the beginning.

With these promising results in tow, we recently launched Rooftop Solar Challenge II. This second round focuses on scaling up the most effective approaches, while driving new innovations that successfully address soft costs barriers. We are well on our way, and will continue to push until the obstacles related to soft costs are a thing of the past.

	


 HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/BrowardEnvironment" 
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	Success Stories

Broward Go SOLAR Team Joins National Discussion on Solar Power
The U.S. Department of Energy Secretary Dr. Steven Chu recently hosted a live discussion on the SunShot Initiative and the role solar power is playing in our growing clean energy economy. Solar industry experts from across the country, including members of the Broward Go SOLAR Team, shared how the domestic renewable energy source is creating jobs, strengthening the nation’s manufacturing capabilities and providing affordable clean energy. To view the recorded online session, visit youtube.com.

Broward Go SOLAR Team members who participated in the discussion included Deputy Director of Broward County’s Environmental Protection and Growth Management Department Armando Linares, Broward County Pollution Prevention and Remediation Division Director Jeffery Halsey and Natural Resource Specialist Maribel Feliciano.

The team also shared how the County’s participation in the SunShot Initiative’s Rooftop Solar Challenge is helping homeowners save time and money on solar installations. Through the Challenge, towns, cities and counties, such as Broward, are addressing the costs of solar – including permitting, interconnection and inspection requirements that can account for as much as 40 percent of the total cost of a single solar installation. Through the Broward County Online Permitting System, Broward County residents are now able to get a solar energy system permit, with preapproved design plans, within minutes reducing costs to homeowners and saving time.

Broward County partnered with 14 municipalities (Coconut Creek, Dania Beach, Davie, Deerfield Beach, Fort Lauderdale, Hallandale Beach, Hillsboro Beach, Lauderdale-By-The-Sea, Miramar, North Lauderdale, Oakland Park, Pompano Beach, Sunrise and Tamarac), the School Board of Broward County, Florida Solar Energy Center, Florida Power & Light, Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals and the Building Officials Association of Florida and Broward League of Cities.

	
	Solar Calendar

Saturday, April 13, 2013 - U.S. Solar Institute Informational Workshop 
Monthly educational series. April is all about evaluating the cost and return of solar, myth busting common misconceptions, understanding the different types of systems and exciting financing options for home and business owners.
· Open house 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. with educational programs every two hours

· Special Guest – Broward County Go Solar

· 10 – 11 a.m. – Solar System Components and Fundamentals

· Noon – 1 p.m. – Myth Busting – Common Misconceptions Debunked

· 2 –  3 p.m. – Solar Economics – Calculating Returns and Benefits

There will be a showcase multiple working systems, with some hands on labs and a showcase of operational systems (i.e. street lighting, off grid systems and grid interactive ones too)
Saturday, April 27, 2013 - Deerfield Beach Conservation Day
Deerfield Beach Athletics Complex, 701 S.E. 6th Avenue, Deerfield Beach

· Free Tree Giveaway - Must show proof of residency for Deerfield Beach

· Rain barrel and composting demonstrations/giveaways

· Residential low flow showerhead exchange – on equal exchange basis

· Open Forum with city, county and state organizations and green vendors

· Green Products – Learn how to make your home more environmental safe and efficient

· Vendors with crafts made of recycled/repurposed materials

For more information, contact the Environmental Services (Recycling) – 
at 954-480-4454 or Environmental Services (Utilities) – 954-480-4339
Saturday, May 10, 2013 - U.S. Solar Institute Informational Workshop 
Solar Mounting and Installation Practices for Hurricane Markets
Monthly educational series. This month globally recognized manufacturer - Schletter will provide hands-on demonstrations at USSolar Institute geared towards large solar installations and effective car park structures.
Observe the GAYK pile driving ram in action, and see Schletter's Park@Sol Carport, and the legendary FS System. Plus, learn how to save time during the installation process from our experienced Technical Sales Representatives.

Saturday, June 8, 2013 - U.S. Solar Institute Informational Workshop 
Solar Financing for your Home or Business

· Open house 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. with educational programs every two hours

· Special Guest – Florida Solar One, FlaSEIA and/or FPL (Guests TBD)

· 10 – 11 a.m. – Florida Solar Market with Legislation Updates

· Noon – 1 p.m. – Options for Financing your System in Florida 

· 2 – 3 p.m. – Community Funding Options

For more information on USSolar Institute Informational Workshops, Monthly Open House.


	
	Community Coordination

Solar PV Manufacturers Encouraged to Partner 
with Go SOLAR

Broward County’s Go SOLAR Team is seeking an Advantage Marketing agreement with solar PV mounting manufacturers and the solar industry. 
Through this agreement, companies will have the opportunity to become involved in the Broward County Go SOLAR challenge by providing an electronic set or sets of solar photovoltaic (solar PV) rooftop mounting system design plans (outlined in the agreement). In exchange, Broward County will include the company’s plans and required equipment list (as submitted under the agreement) as a design option in the Go Solar PV Online Permitting System. Release of the Advantage Marketing Agreement announcement is posted on the Broward County Purchasing website.
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	Go SOLAR Newsletter, a monthly ePublication from the Go SOLAR Broward Rooftop Solar Challenge Team, 
is produced by the Go SOLAR Outreach Committee. Address questions concerning articles to 954-519-0313.
To subscribe or unsubscribe to this newsletter, email gosolar@broward.org.

broward.org/gogreen/gosolar


