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	TRAINING - SAVE THE DATE!
Go SOLAR Online Permitting System Training for Partner Cities

Who should attend?
Building Officials, Electrical Chiefs, Structural Chiefs and Inspectors
Description:
Training on how to use the Go SOLAR Online Permitting System to access rooftop solar photovoltaic permits issued for residential and small commercial installations, review plans and permit information, schedule inspections, enter inspection results, and administer the Go SOLAR Online Permitting System for your city.

Date: Tuesday, October 16, 2012

Registration: 8:30 a.m.

Training: 9 a.m. – 11 a.m.

Location:
Government Center West Hearing Room (Second Floor)
1 North University Drive, Plantation, Florida 33324
Please R.S.V.P. by emailing gosolar@broward.org and provide:
Name, title, city name and telephone number

For more information visit our website at www.broward.org/gogreen/gosolar 
or call Kenneth Dobies at 954-519-0313.

Go SOLAR Highlights

As expected, work on Go SOLAR is intensifying as we near the final quarter of the grant. This past month, our first set of design plans was received. They are currently undergoing internal review and revision and we are developing the first permit package, including design plans. This package will soon be distributed to participating partner cities for building official review. Our marketing effort has kicked-off with bus ads, public service announcements, press releases, a presentation to the Broward County Board of County Commissioners and other outreach efforts. The financial options workshop is targeted to occur the latter part of this month. Two training events for the online permitting system are scheduled for this month. Finally, the Go SOLAR team is beginning to lay the groundwork to prepare for Go SOLARFest, the final conference to report on Go SOLAR’s successes and develop strategies for future growth of solar within Broward County. Thanks to all that have contributed so much time and effort – your continued help is appreciated as we work toward completing this challenging project. 
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	Partners of the Month: City of Oakland Park with 
the City of Sunrise

	This material is based upon work supported by the U.S. Department of Energy under Award Number DE EE0005701.
Disclaimer: “This report was prepared as an account of work sponsored by an agency of the United States Government. Neither the United States Government nor any agency thereof, nor any of their employees, makes any warranty, express or implied, or assumes any legal liability or responsibility for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information, apparatus, product, or process disclosed, or represents that its use would not infringe privately owned rights. Reference herein to any specific commercial product, process, or service by trade name, trademark, manufacturer, or otherwise does not necessarily constitute or imply its endorsement, recommendation, or favoring by the United States Government or any agency thereof. The views and opinions of authors expressed herein do not necessarily state or reflect those of the United States Government or any agency thereof.” 
Cost: reference funding from DOE Award Number DE-EE0005701.
	The Go SOLAR Program makes news in the Oakleaf!

The City of Oakland Park’s community newspaper, The Oakleaf, published a Go SOLAR overview article detailing the benefits of solar energy and the online permitting process and details of the federal grant Broward County received from the Department of Energy. That article generated many calls and requests for information about the Go SOLAR program online application system and overall information about solar energy. The Oakleaf newspaper insert reaches approximately 24,000 residents in the city of Oakland Park.

The Go SOLAR Program has a new Horizon!
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The Go SOLAR outreach team provided to the City of Sunrise an advertisement promoting the Go SOLAR program to its residents. The quarterly publication Horizons is a full-color magazine published by the city of Sunrise to promote city-wide events, commission agenda information, parks and recreation schedules and additional pertinent information. The Horizons magazine reaches approximately 37,000 residents and is a valuable communication and marketing tool for the City of Sunrise.


	

A SERVICE OF THE BROWARD COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
broward.org/gogreen/gosolar
email: gosolar@broward.org
Phone: 954-519-1260
To submit articles, please email kdobies@broward.org
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News from the Department of Energy

Solar Generation Has a Bright Future
The amount of electricity the United States generates from solar power has started to grow rapidly and is projected to reach 18,000 megawatt hours per day in 2013.
Growth of Solar Power Electricity Generation in the United States, 1999-2013 | Chart provided by the U.S. Energy Information Administration

A growing solar industry presents a tremendous economic opportunity for the United States, and that is why the Energy Department’s SunShot Initiative supports America’s best solar energy entrepreneurs and innovators. This July, SunShot launched an $8 million investment in the SunShot Incubator program, enabling nine startups to combine new ideas, advanced technology, and their own ingenuity to reduce the non-hardware, or “soft” costs, of installing solar panels. The Energy Department’s National Renewable Energy Laboratory is also supporting this effort, providing the data that underlies New York’s innovative Solar Map.

Want to learn more about this increasingly important source of electricity? Check out this article on the “Top 6 Things You Didn’t Know About Solar Energy.”

The data for this graph is provided by the U.S. Energy Information Administration. You can create your own charts and graphs based on the Short Term Energy Outlook using their Custom Table Builder.
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	Success Stories

The 12th annual Solar Power International conference was held September 10-13, 2012, at the Orange County Convention Center (OCCC) in Orlando, Florida. The OCCC building, registered for LEED certification with the U.S. Green Building Council, carries a fully functioning 1-megawatt PV array on its roof that produces approximately 1,400 MWh of electricity per year.
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Entrance to the Solar Power International Conference registration counter area at the Orange County Convention Center. Exhibitor's showroom with 1100 companies straight ahead up the escalators.

The conference was hosted by Solar Energy industries Association (SEIA), Solar Electric Power Association (SEPA), and sponsored by more than 1,100 companies large and small showcasing the latest innovations in product and services on the exhibit floor. 
The conference was well attended by thousands of participants representing PV/CPV module manufacturers, balance of system component manufacturers, roofers, contractors, engineers, legal/marketing/financial/
investor services, energy service providers, energy storage system manufacturers, racking system manufacturers, distributors, governments, etc. from more than 100 countries from around the world.

The conference workshops focused on a wide variety of topics from PV installation, module designs, performance monitoring, fire safety issues, financing, regulation, including the following specific subjects areas:

Rooftop PV Installations in 2012, Washington Update - Legislation and Regulation, North American Board of Certified Energy Practitioners (NABCEP) Certification programs, Creative and Cutting Edge Financing, Florida Solar Project Finance, State of RPS Policies and Incentive Updates, The Evolution of Net Metering, Utility Revenues & Rate Design, SREC Markets and Trends, and PV Mounting and Layout.
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Exhibit showroom housing 1100 company exhibits: PV Solar Panel Ground Mount support systems in the foreground with PV system component manufacturer from Korea.
These workshops and panel discussions were moderated and presented by distinguished experts in their field of expertise. A full list of the workshops and speakers can be viewed at: solarpowerinternational. com/2012/public/
enter.aspx.

On Wednesday, September 12, the keynote speaker, President Bill Clinton, described the challenges of globalization in solar energy and emphasized the growing interdependence of nations and their renewable energy resources. Needless to say the meeting hall was packed to overflowing with standing room only.

Several states such as California, New Jersey, Massachusetts and Colorado participated and are leaders in promoting their PV solar industry goals and in some cases achieving and meeting their Renewable and Alternative Energy Portfolio Standards targets through accommodating legislature, renewable energy certificate and creative financing.

Representatives from FSEC, FP&L and others, strongly recommend Broward County participate and attend the next conference. The next annual conference meeting is scheduled to be held October 21-24, 2013, McCormick Place, Chicago.

	
	Solar Calendar

Tuesday, October 16 - SAVE THE DATE - 
Go SOLAR Online Permitting System Training for Partner Cities
Training for building officials, electrical chiefs, structural chiefs and inspectors
8 a.m. – 11 a.m.; Government Center West Hearing Room (Second Floor) 
1 North University Drive
R.S.V.P. by emailing gosolar@broward.org and provide: name, title, city name and telephone number
Tuesday, October 16 – Apply for Solar Photovoltaic (PV) System Rebates on October 16
Florida Power & Light Company customers interested in installing solar-powered upgrades to their homes and businesses can apply beginning at 8:30 a.m. on October 16, 2012, for about $9 million in available incentive funding for 2013. Application checklists and updated program details are available at www.FPL.com/solarrebates
Saturday, October 27 - City of Coconut Creek Halloween Business Expo
4 p.m. - 8 p.m.; Sabal Pines Park (5005 N.W. 38th Ave.)
Tuesday, October 30 – Go SOLAR Finance Committee Meeting
1 p.m. – 4 p.m.; Government Center West Hearing Room (Second Floor) 
1 North University Drive
Wednesday, October 31 - SAVE THE DATE - 
Go SOLAR Online Permitting System Training
Training for solar contractors and interested parties
8:30 a.m. – 11 a.m.; Government Center West Hearing Room (Second Floor) 
1 North University Drive
Saturday & Sunday, November 17 & 18 - Town of Davie Holiday Craft Show and Green Fair
An eco-friendly educational opportunity to discover new "green products". 
Free admission and parking.
9 a.m. – 5 p.m.; Town of Davie's Bergeron Rodeo Grounds, 4271 Davie Road, Davie

	
	Broward County Go SOLAR Rooftop Solar Challenge Committees Update:

Standardized Permitting
Broward County residents and businesses participated in the Go SOLAR Permitting Committee meeting and Open House at the USSI 
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Local solar company owner inquires about requirements related to certificate of occupancy for new construction with solar installations.

Mr. Ray Johnson provides an overview of the USSI and his experience providing training and installing solar in Broward County.

The U.S. Solar Institute (USSI) hosted the Go SOLAR Broward Rooftop Solar Challenge Standardized Permitting Committee meeting on Tuesday, September 25, and provided an educational presentation about solar energy in Florida and opportunities to advance solar markets. More than 50 Broward County residents, small businesses, solar contractors, building officials, fire marshals and partner cities staff attended the event and found the presentations very informative.
Go SOLAR Permitting.

	
	Financing

Financial Committee to Meet On October 30

To help make solar technology more affordable for property owners, a variety of stakeholders representing financial institutions, solar installers, potential customers and legal experts are invited to attend a workshop to discuss the applicability of successful market-based incentives, as well as various financing options, including direct financing, leasing, and third-party ownership models. This Financing Workshop will be held on October 30 from 1 - 4:30 in the Second Floor Hearing Room at Government Center West at 1 North University Drive in Plantation. The Financing Committee’s objective is to investigate potential financing options for the installation of rooftop photovoltaic (PV) systems in residential and small commercial structures, identify the benefits and challenges of each option and recommend the most feasible alternatives for Broward County. All parties are welcome. For more information, contact Nancy Gassman at ngassman@broward.org or call 954-519-1295.

Go SOLAR Financing

	
	Planning and Zoning

The Planning and Zoning Committee (PZC) has been meeting regularly since March to discuss provisions in local zoning codes to encourage rooftop solar installations. A model ordinance was developed to assist the partners in amending their respective zoning codes. To date, the County and 10 municipal partners have adopted solar-friendly zoning amendments to address rooftop solar installations and three more municipal partners have scheduled adoption hearings. Staff prepared a draft of “Planning and Zoning Best Practices.” The full committee is reviewing the draft which will be finalized by mid-November.
Go SOLAR Planning

	
	Outreach 
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Go SOLAR Bus Ads, Route 2, University Drive
The Go SOLAR public relations campaign is underway with a diverse array of promotional media components. In collaboration with Go SOLAR partner cities the Go SOLAR team has created brochures, fliers, informational cards, press releases, advertising, exhibit displays, presentations, posters and bus ads.

The team is also producing public service announcements and short videos relating to the benefits of solar energy, how net metering and interconnection works, testimonials from County residents that have installed solar systems, and information about rebates and tax credits that are available for residents and businesses. A Go SOLAR kiosk will be available at Government Center West for contractors to learn about the Go SOLAR program and even apply online for rooftop solar photovoltaic permits.
The Go SOLAR program will also provide training on the online permitting system to contractors, solar installers, building officials and other partner cities staff. A solar rights and zoning workshop will be held for homeowners associations, residents and small businesses, and a Solar Financing workshop will be held for local financial institutions, insurance companies and interested stakeholders.

In collaboration with the partner cities the Go SOLAR team will be continuing outreach efforts by holding a series of community outreach events at all the partner cities between October and February. At the end of the grant period the GO SOLARFest will be held to share with the community the grant accomplishments. This event will include panel discussions, concurrent technical sessions, an exhibit hall and more. For more information visit our website at broward.org/GoGreen/GoSOLAR.

	
	Community Coordination

Solar PV Installers, Manufacturers and Educational Institutions are Encouraged to Partner with Go SOLAR

Broward County’s Go SOLAR Team is seeking an Advantage Marketing agreement in two areas with solar PV installers, educational institutions, mounting manufacturers and the solar industry.
Solar PV Educational Displays: Co-Sponsorship Opportunity

Broward County is offering the opportunity of co-sponsorship on educational displays for the Government Center West lobby. The sponsor will provide and maintain a basic educational display for a three-month period about the benefits of solar energy. The display could include a solar panel or a cut-away of a panel for the public to see and touch (protected to avoid injury), a rack system, an inverter and any additional components that a resident or business would need to install a solar PV system. Also, the display should include educational signs and literature that the public can take away. Electricity will be provided. Available floor space would be a maximum of 4 feet by 10 feet.

Solar PV System Installation to Power Go SOLAR Kiosk at Government Center West

The sponsor will install a permanent solar system outside the east entrance of the Governmental Center West to power a Go SOLAR permitting Kiosk. Solar unit should include a solar panel for the public to view, along with a descriptive display of the solar system and the name and logo of company.

Co-sponsorship Benefits

The company’s educational display will be available to all visitors to the Government Center West lobby. The company can provide educational information about their specific products and services. The company will be showcased as a sponsor on the Go SOLAR website, kiosk and e-newsletter.

Release of the Advantage Marketing Agreement announcement is posted on the Broward County Purchasing website
Solar PV Manufacturers Encouraged to Partner 
with Go SOLAR
Broward County’s Go SOLAR Team is seeking an Advantage Marketing agreement with solar PV mounting manufacturers and the solar industry. 

Through this agreement, companies will have the opportunity to become involved in the Broward County Go SOLAR challenge by providing an electronic set or sets of solar photovoltaic (solar PV) rooftop mounting system design plans (outlined in the agreement). In exchange, Broward County will include the company’s plans and required equipment list (as submitted under the agreement) as a design option in the Go Solar PV Online Permitting System. Release of the Advantage Marketing Agreement announcement is posted on the Broward County Purchasing website.

	


	Go SOLAR Newsletter, a monthly ePublication from the Go SOLAR Broward Rooftop Solar Challenge Team, 
is produced by the Go SOLAR Outreach Committee. Address questions concerning articles to 954-519-0313.

To subscribe or unsubscribe to this newsletter, email gosolar@broward.org.
broward.org/gogreen/gosolar


