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Date: April 10, 2012
Contact: Jeff Halsey, Director, Pollution Prevention, Remediation and Air Quality Division 
Phone: 954-519-1468
Email: jhalsey@broward.org 
Broward County Launches New Go SOLAR Rooftop Solar Challenge 

Are you interested in expanding the local solar market and advancing renewable energy in Broward County?  Join us for a kick-off meeting on the new Go Solar Rooftop Solar Challenge on Thursday, April 19, from 1:30 to 3 p.m., in the Commission Chambers at the Governmental Center, 115 S. Andrews Avenue, Fort Lauderdale.   

In December 2011, Broward County was awarded a $646,367 grant to help reduce the cost and wait time associated with the installation of photovoltaic (PV), or rooftop solar systems, by residents and businesses.  The grant is part of the U.S. Department of Energy’s Initiative to jump-start the expansion of solar energy by streamlining the application, permitting and installation processes for PV systems.  Broward County was the only government or organization in the southeastern United States to receive funds from the program 

Broward County is partnering with fourteen cities (City of Coconut Creek, Dania Beach, Davie, Deerfield Beach, Fort Lauderdale, Hallandale Beach, Hillsboro Beach, Lauderdale-By-The-Sea, Miramar, North Lauderdale, Oakland Park, Pompano Beach, Sunrise, Tamarac), Unincorporated Broward County, School Board of Broward County, Florida Solar Energy Center, Florida Power & Light; Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals, Building Officials Association of Florida, and Broward League of Cities. 
The grant’s objectives include developing a streamlined, online permitting process; identifying and eliminating restrictive zoning barriers; exploring ways to improve financing options; and educating the community about the economic and environmental benefits of solar power.  

The meeting will include the following topics and guest speakers: 

· Purpose of the Go SOLAR Broward Rootftop Solar Energy Challenge
Armando Linares, Deputy Director of the Broward County Environmental Protection and Growth Management Department

· Accomplishments, Immediate and Long –Term Challenges
Jeff Halsey, Director Broward County Pollution Prevention and Air Quality Division  

· How Net Metering Works 
John McComb, Florida Power & Light 

· Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals: Role and Commitment 
James DiPietro, Administrative Director, Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals 

· Solar Energy Vision
Steven Barkaszi, senior research engineer, Florida Solar Energy Center 

For more information on the program, or to volunteer to become involved, visit broward.org/gogreen/gosolar.  For weekly email status updates, email jhalsey@broward.org. 

