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ABOUT BPAC  
History   
 
The Broward County Bicycling and Pedestrian Advisory Committee (BPAC) was originally created by Broward County 
Resolution on October 6, 1981. For over 36 years, BPAC has advised the Broward County Board of County Commissioners 
on matters pertaining to bicyclists and pedestrians. The BPAC consists of ten members, with each of the nine Broward 
County Commissioners appointing one representative and one appointed by the Broward League of Cities. Broward County 
Urban Planning Division (UPD) provides support for BPAC.  

 

Purpose   
Per the Broward County Administrative Code, the BPAC was established with the following purpose: 
 

► Study and advise the Broward County Board of County Commissioners, with the cooperation and assistance 
of the County Administrator, on all matters related to bicycling and walking.  
 
► Review Broward County road construction projects at their planning and design stages for the possible 
inclusion and/or placement of bicycle and pedestrian facilities.  
 
► Develop programs to encourage bicycling and walking throughout Broward County.   

 

Committee Meetings 
Meetings are held the second Wednesday every other month, starting in January, at 6:30 pm at Government Center West, 
1 North University Drive, Plantation, 33324, 2nd Floor Hearing Room.  BPAC meetings are announced through the 
Sunshine meeting notice directory.  Dates and locations may be subject to change.  Please check online for updates at 
BPAC website 

 

Introduction  
This report covers several years of BPAC activity, from 2019 through July 2022. 
 
The year 2020 is distinguished by several major events, beginning with the declaration of a world-wide pandemic by the 
World Health Organization (WHO) and the closing of government buildings, schools and businesses for several months. 
Social distancing was required outside of homes. Use of video-based meetings and remote work became the norm. In 
May 2020 the BPAC held its first virtual meeting, in accordance with Emergency Orders issued by the State of Florida 
(March 2020). Throughout this period, processes were frequently being adjusted to new circumstances, often causing 
delays in some workflows.  
 
The pandemic “closings” spurred many people to start bicycle riding, particularly for recreational purposes. Bike sales 
increased, including electric bicycles. The building closings also reduced the number of motorized vehicles on the 
roadways, which reduced harmful vehicle emissions.  
 
Some roadway improvements were fast-tracked, since performing work was made easier due to the lessening of traffic.  

https://www.broward.org/Planning/About/Pages/BPAC/Bicycling-and-Pedestrian-Advisory-Committee.aspx
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STATE OF THE COUNTY  
 

In 2021, the National Complete Streets Coalition published the latest version of its Dangerous by Design Report. Once 
again, the State of Florida was highlighted as the state with the most metropolitan areas with 7 in the top 10 for pedestrian 
and bicycling danger. South Florida consistently ranks high on the list. South Florida dropped ranking by two positions to 
#13 on the current list.  
 

 
Figure 1 - Most dangerous metro areas for people walking based on their Pedestrian Danger Index (PDI), Dangerous by Design, 2021 

Data from the University of Florida’s Geoplan Center, Florida Signal Four Analytics compiles data from the Florida 
Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles (FLHSMV) by County and for the entire State (see following graphics). 
Data collection is coordinated through the Traffic Records Coordinating Committee (TRCC) Total fatalities in Broward 
County remained relatively constant from 2015-2021, with the exception of 2020. Reduced business and outdoor activity 
in general due to contact concerns with the Covid-19 pandemic significantly decreased vehicular travel for several months 
with most people staying indoors and venturing out only for urgent needs.  
 
While it is encouraging that fatalities are decreasing, continued implementation of complete streets, greenways, and trails 
will further improve safety.  
 
Additional emphasis on law enforcement, education, and awareness are needed to help change driver behavior and culture. 
Population projections show that Broward County could grow by an additional 330,000 residents by 2050. To manage 
impacts of future growth and provide transportation options, BPAC urges Broward County to continue efforts to provide a 
safe and convenient environment for pedestrians and bicyclists.    

  

https://smartgrowthamerica.org/dangerous-by-design/
https://www.flhsmv.gov/
http://www.fltrafficrecords.com/
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Figure 2 - serious injuries and fatalities that occurred in Broward County between 2012 and June 29, 2022. (Source: Signal Four Analytics) 

 

 
Figure 3 - Total pedestrian and Bicyclist injuries and fatality totals for the ten-year period from 2012 -2022 by cause. (Source: Signal 4 Analytics) 
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The 2020 Covid pandemic brought about numerous changes to the bicycle industry, beginning with the increase in demand 
for bikes, including motorized electric bikes (E-Bikes). Many people turned to recreational bicycle riding for relief from 
confinement. Cycling equipment revenue grew by 15% to $8.5 billion between July 2020 and 2021, compared to the 
previous year. Public parks were closed temporarily and re-opened initially for walking and bicycles. The sale of mountain 
bikes increased by 70% and children’s bikes by 57%. E-bike sales grew by 240%, which made it the third largest cycling 
category in terms of sales revenue (Dirk Sorenson, NPD, a global market information company online, 2021). This number 
is remarkable because it makes E-Bikes a larger category than road bikes, which has traditionally been one of the biggest 
categories across all of cycling. 

The worldwide “lock down”, also caused a reduction in harmful emissions and other pollutants. Drops of emissions in the 
range of 25% were registered in other countries around the world at the start of the year 2020, including China and Italy. 
(Khan, Shah, & Shah; 2021)i 

Broward County experienced lower emissions, but clear skies in South Florida during the spring bring about a 
phenomenon that increases ozone naturally. As a result, the decrease of green-house-gasses (GHGs) were lessened. 

Figure 4 - Graph of annual hourly average pollution trends of ambient air monitoring results from 2000 to 2021 

See website at: Air Quality | Environment Broward (arcgis.com) and 
https://www.broward.org/Air/AirMonitoring/Pages/AboutAirQualityAndTheAirQualityIndex.aspx 

https://www.npd.com/news/blog/2021/the-cycling-market-pedals-ahead-in-2021/#:%7E:text=The%20bicycles%20category%20is%20currently,of%2020%25%20compared%20to%202019
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/5f8f8c4557ed46569deb7a240cf662be/page/Air-Quality/
https://www.broward.org/Air/AirMonitoring/Pages/AboutAirQualityAndTheAirQualityIndex.aspx
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GOALS & PRIORITIES 
BPAC updated its adopted goals on October 11, 2017. The goals are designed to guide the short and long-term course 
for BPAC initiatives. Short term goals focus on immediate needs and initiatives, whereas long term goals are more 
visionary in scope. 

 

Short Term Goals 
0-2 Years 

• Create stronger branding for BPAC including a unique logo and purchasing BPAC-branded collateral. 
• Increase BPAC’s web presence through social media campaigns on bicycle/pedestrian events and safety. 
• Update and redesign BPAC’s website to be a portal of community bike and pedestrian resources. 
• Adopt a formal legislative agenda to recommend changes to state statutes to the Board of County 

Commissioners. 
• Promote and attend bicycle and pedestrian events and programs. 
• Create and approve an annual report to the Board of County Commissioners. 
• Host subject matter experts to provide bicycle and pedestrian best practices. 
• Continue to advise the Board regularly on bicycle and pedestrian matters. 

 

Long Term Goals 
2-5 Years 
• Collaborate with law enforcement to ensure public compliance with vehicular laws related to pedestrian and bike 

safety. 
• Increase bicycle and pedestrian wayfinding signage. 
• Create a list of BPAC priority bicycle and pedestrian projects and express support for their funding and completion. 
• Collaborate with public and private transportation service providers to ensure safety programs include specific 

bicycle and pedestrian training. 
• Conduct outreach on bicycle and pedestrian safety to local HOA, Civic Associations, and other community 

organizations. 
• Encourage methods to continually reduce Broward County’s bicycle and pedestrian fatalities and injuries. 

 
Priorities 

 
• Collaborate with law enforcement efforts that prioritize pedestrian and bicycle safety. 
• Support timely and sustainable funding of bicycle and pedestrian amenities, including greenways and off-network 

paths. 
• Collaborate with public and private entities including, Broward MPO, FDOT, Broward County, and Broward’s 

municipalities to ensure bicycle and pedestrian projects, policy, and ordinances are implemented. 
• Promote bicycle and pedestrian focus outreach and events, especially those that underscore safety, funding, and 

education. 
• Endorse linkages for safe, comfortable, and convenient bicycle and pedestrian networks to seamlessly integrate with 

other transportation options. 
 
BPAC anticipates reviewing and updating these goals by the end of the first quarter in 2023. 
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BPAC ACHIEVEMENTS 
 
Adopted Goals and Priorities 
In 2017, BPAC developed and adopted the current adopted goals and priorities that serve as a guide to BPAC activities. 
  

Adopted Legislative Priorities for Commission Consideration 
In 2019 BPAC proposed Legislative Priorities to forward to the Board of County Commissioners that include adoption of 
the hands free, “Move Over,” and SunTrail Network priorities. In 2020, the list was expanded to include the 3-ft 
separation rule to apply to the “Move Over” expansion. No additional legislative priorities were added in 2021 or 2022.  

 

Advocated for Bicycle and Pedestrian Projects 
BPAC consistently advocates for bicycle and pedestrians safety via policy and capital project recommendations. In August 
2018, BPAC sent a letter to the City of Fort Lauderdale and FDOT on a project along Las Olas Boulevard. One of the 
recommendations the BPAC made to the City was inclusion of a dedicated bicycle lane or cycle track as part of the project 
design by removing one side of parallel parking. 
 
The consideration of Equity and Inclusion is required in the design of public services and programs. The goal is ensuring 
that all populations have equitable access and are purposefully included in discussions. In September 2020, Chair Siegel 
opened the conversation on equity and inclusion by sharing some observations from the 30-year surtax plan webmap 
(sidewalks and bike lanes only) compared with poverty level maps. She observed that many such improvements in high 
poverty neighborhoods were either not included or scheduled late in the surtax plan. She asked the BPAC and staff for 
recommendations on how to proceed with actions over the coming months. 

 

Planning for Safety 
Planning for bicycle and pedestrian safety is at the core of BPAC’s mission. In May 2020, BPAC adopted Bike and 
Pedestrian Safety Recommendations for COVID 19, which were posted on the BPAC website for the public.  
 
Additionally, members have discussed developing a “dashboard” to track accidents and fatalities, including enforcement 
of related penalties. County staff added links to available agency information to the BPAC website and is maintaining a 
folder of articles that BPAC members forward to the BPAC coordinator for sharing with other members.  
 
The BPAC also reviewed a presentation about bicycle lane standards by Scott Brunner, Director of the Broward County 
Traffic Engineering Division focused on bicycle lane markings and the County’s innovations in advanced intersection 
sensor technology. Several intersections in the County have been equipped with sensor cameras. New technology is being 
installed at several locations to extend “green times” when the presence of bicyclists is detected in the left turn lanes. The 
County continues to explore other safety uses for these new technologies, in coordination with FDOT.  
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Figure 5 - Photo of green marked bike lane Prospect Rd 4900 Block (Source:  BCTED) 

Figure 6 - Image generated by bike and pedestrian detection technology at an intersection. (Source: BCTED) 

Focused on Greenways and Trails 
Since the adoption of the Greenway System Master Plan twenty (20) years ago, over 40 miles of dedicated pathways for 
bicycles and pedestrians have been constructed. Originally, the County committed to ten greenways; these have been 
mostly completed or are in the process of implementation.  

Staff from the Mobility Advancement Program (MAP) recently shared information about the status of their programs, 
with a particular focus on funding for on- and off-road bicycle facilities, including greenways. In May 2022, MAP staff 
provided a progress report on a new project called the “Low Stress Multimodal Mobility Transportation Master Plan.” 
This $480,520 project is being funded through the constitutional gas tax and is expected to take 14 months to complete. 
Key deliverables include a county-wide master plan, a prioritized cost-feasible project list, and a design manual.   Input 
provided by the BPAC is being considered in development of the master plan.   Master Plan projects may be funded 
through MAP or other sources.
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Figure 7 - Clipped image of the Mobility Advancement Program (MAP) dashboard online. 

Over the past three years, the BPAC received several presentations on local and regional trails. 

In 2019, they were provided an introduction to the Fort Lauderdale “LauderTrail,” a plan to expand and fill in gaps to the 
City’s existing bicycle and pedestrian network.  

Figure 8 - Image of cover of the Fort Lauderdale Trail Master Plan, 2021. 
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Representatives of the non-profit Adventure Cycling Association provided a presentation in 2020 to the BPAC outlining a 
47-mile route/network in Florida, known as the US Bike Route 1.  The network is similar to others being developed in other 
states. The presentation highlighted proposed route changes in Broward County.  

Figure 9 - Map of the US 1 Bike Route along the Broward County coast. 

Focused on State of Good Repair and Maintenance 
In an effort to ensure safety for all users along bicycle lanes, greenways and sidewalks, BPAC members report maintenance 
issues related to these facilities. This was especially important after Hurricane Irma when large debris blocked many bike 
lanes and greenways. The BPAC continues to reach out to jurisdictional agencies, such as the FDOT and Broward County 
Highway and Bridge Maintenance Division, to learn more about the road maintenance frequency and how to ensure 
facilities are clear and safe.     

Maintenance Frequency

Road Sweeping
Approx. Every 6 Weeks

Pothole Repair
When Reported / Inspec�on Approx. Every 4 Weeks

Greenway Mowing 
Approx. Every 2 Weeks

 
Figure 10 - Division's focus on road maintenance frequency and how to ensure facilities are clear and safe. 
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Advocated Safe Passing Distance 
In response to BPAC concerns over road conflicts between buses and bicyclists, Broward County Transit Division (BCT) 
started a campaign to remind bus operators of the safe passing distance when overtaking a bicyclist. The reminder is 
shown on monitors located at BCT Copans and Ravenswood Operations and Maintenance Garages.  

Figure 11 - Bus Reminder that State Law requires 3 feet of separation when overtaking bicyclists. (Source: BCT) 

Promoted Bicycle Month Events 

Figure 12 - March is Bike Month Logo 



  
Bicycling and Pedestrian Advisory Committee  
2022 Annual Report  12 

 

March 1, 2022 – Proclamation Signed by Broward County Board of 
Commissioners 
At the March 1, 2022, Broward County Board of Commissioners meeting, Vice Mayor Lamar P. Fisher read the County 
proclamation declaring March bicycle month. This proclamation was drafted and received by representatives from the 
Parks and Recreation Division, Urban Planning Division, and BPAC members.   

 
Figure 13 - Photo of BPAC members receiving the 2022 Bike Month proclamation from the Board of County Commissioners. 

March 5, 2022 – Junior Bike Fair at Brian Piccolo Park 
Broward County partnered with the Florida Velodrome Association (FVA) to host an educational bike safety event and 
promote bicycle riding at the Brian Piccolo Park Velodrome. Park staff provided free helmets, t-shirts and other giveaways 
and provided a free safety course for all ages. The FVA helped organize a flea market for bicycle related items that had 
approximately eight vendors selling bicycle related items. The FVA also provided lessons for any interested participants at 
the velodrome track. 

 

 

Figure 14 - Photo of March Bike Month event at the velodrome. 
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March 5, 2022 – Tandem Bike Ride with Special Populations Group 
at Tradewinds Park 

The Parks and Recreation Division hosts a tandem bicycle program that partners visually impaired riders with others to 
ride tandem bicycles. They hosted a special lesson at Tradewinds Park.  Each attendee partnered with a Bike Captain and 
rode around Tradewinds park with the aid of park staff. Participants were provided with helmets and t-shirts. 

Figure 15 - Park staff with participants of the 2022 March Bike Month Event. 

2022 Broward County Bike Month Event  Calendar 
Activity Location 

Mountain Bike Trails Quiet Waters 

Mountain Bike Trails *Markham

March is Bike Month Bicycle Giveaway –  

Drawing was held March 31 for refurbished bikes. 

Miramar Pineland 

https://www.broward.org/Parks/Pages/Park.aspx?=28
https://www.broward.org/Parks/ThingsToDo/Pages/Bicycling.aspx
https://www.broward.org/Parks/Pages/Park.aspx?=23
https://www.broward.org/Parks/Pages/park.aspx?park=25


  
Bicycling and Pedestrian Advisory Committee  
2022 Annual Report  14 

 

Velodrome Open Track  *Brian Piccolo 

 
Tandem Bike Ride for the Visually Impaired –  

registration at SpecialPopulations 

 
*Tradewinds 

 

Junior Bike Fair 

 

*Brian Piccolo  

Kids Bike Ride to Safety *TY. (Topeekeegee Yugnee) 

Bike Clinic *Markham 

Bike Scavenger Hunt *Tradewinds 

Bike Demo and Night Ride *Quiet Waters 

2022 Bike Rodeo and Giveaway *Central Broward 

Bike Rodeo Plantation Heritage 

Bike for Life Delevoe 

Kids Bike Fest *Vista View 
 

 
REFERENCES 
 
i Khan, I., Shah, D. & Shah, S.S. COVID-19 pandemic and its positive impacts on environment: an updated review. Int. J. Environ. Sci. Technol. 18, 521–530 
(2021). https://doi.org/10.1007/s13762-020-03021- 

https://www.broward.org/Parks/ThingsToDo/Pages/Velodrome.aspx
https://www.broward.org/Parks/Pages/Park.aspx?=4
mailto:SpecialPopulations@Broward.org
http://www.broward.org/parks/Pages/Park.aspx?=39
https://www.broward.org/Parks/Pages/Park.aspx?park=4
https://www.broward.org/Parks/Pages/park.aspx?park=37
https://www.broward.org/Parks/Pages/park.aspx?park=23
https://www.broward.org/Parks/Pages/park.aspx?park=39
https://www.broward.org/Parks/Pages/park.aspx?park=28
https://www.broward.org/Parks/Pages/park.aspx?park=29
https://www.broward.org/Parks/Pages/park.aspx?park=41
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