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Flood Control and Water Supply Planning, South Florida Water
Management District

Wesley Oehmig, PE, PhD

Joshua Benjamin, PhD, PE

Suzanne Mechler, PE, CDM Smith

A joint meeting of the Water Advisory Board and Technical Advisory Committee was held
on Friday, January 16, 2026, at 10:05 a.m., in Room 430 of the Broward County
Governmental Center, Fort Lauderdale, Florida.

Call to Order
Senator Geller called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m.

Introduction of New Member
a. Commissioner Hazelle P. Rogers
Chair Geller announced and introduced Commissioner Hazelle P. Rogers
as the newest member appointed to the Water Advisory Board. He provided
a brief background on her time and experience as an elected official.
Commissioner Rogers thanked Chair Geller and spoke on her excitement
to be working with the board.

Roll Call Broward Water Advisory Board (WAB)
A quorum was present following Roll Call by Real Time Reporter, Karen Pannell.

IV. Roll Call Technical Advisory Committee (TAC)
A quorum was present following Roll Call by Real Time Reporter, Karen Pannell.
V. Public Comments
(None.)
VI. **WAB Approval of Meeting Minutes from 11/14/2025
Vice Mayor Caggiano made a motion to approve the minutes from November 14,
2025. Commissioner Biederman seconded the motion. The motion passed
unanimously.
Vil. Updates and Announcements
Chair Geller stated that there will be upcoming changes to rules that pertain to
County Commission boards, one change specifically applies to the Water Advisory
Board. He spoke on the authority of this board, noting that once an item is passed
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VIIL.

from the Water Advisory Board it moves onto the Broward County Commission
agenda for approval. Chair Geller reiterated the importance of member
attendance. He explained that under the new rules appointed members who do
not attend will be able to be removed from the board and those vacancies will be
filled by the board.

Chair Geller explained that the Solid Waste Authority meeting was taking place at
the same time as this WAB/TAC meeting, noting that several members of this
board are absent for that reason. He requested that Dr. Mount coordinate the two
meetings to avoid overlap due to the important environmental issues that each
meeting addresses.

Dr. Mount stated that the 10" running of the Broward Leaders Water Academy
recently concluded. He explained that the program has been active for 20 years
and showed a photograph of the 2025-2026 participants. Dr. Mount mentioned that
several participants are Broward Advisory Board members and returning alumni.
He celebrated the participation of over 200 elected officials over the 20-year
period. Dr. Mount named several presenters including Chair Geller. He stated that
attendees took trips to the Everglades, the Independent Water Control District, and
other tours. Dr. Mount thanked the attendees and presenters of the Legislative and
Innovation Session and the Reclaimed Water Session of the Academy.

Presentations:
a. PFAS Regulatory and Destruction Technology and Green Cay Phase
2 Update
Dr. Wesley Oehmig provided an overview of PFAS, explaining that the
harmful molecules are in many different products and end up in our
domestic water sources. He showed the cycle of PFAS into the air, soil, and
water noting the need to treat or destroy the molecules.

Dr. Oehmig spoke on several health effects of PFOS and PFOA which can
cause increased cholesterol levels, changes in liver enzymes, decreased
infant birth weight, decreased vaccine response in children, risk of high
blood pressure, and increased risk of kidney or testicular cancer.

Dr. Oehmig spoke on the regulations of PFAS, which mostly focus on
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) administered programs. He
discussed the Safe Drinking Water Act, Comprehensive Environmental
Response Compensation Liability Act (CERCLA), the Clean Water Act,
Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA) and the Resource Conservation and
Recovery Act (RCRA).

Dr. Oehmig detailed the difference between a hazardous constituent,
hazardous substance, and hazardous waste. He spoke on the EPA
administration’s proposed changes to define the criteria that will define
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whether PFAS would become a hazardous waste in the future.

Dr. Oehmig discussed the Safe Drinking Water Act and its regulations for
the maximum contaminant level (MCL) which is the amount of a pollutant or
contaminant that is allowed in drinking water. He spoke on several changes
to the Drinking Water Regulations between 2023-2025 to put limitations on
PFOA and PFOS. Dr. Oehmig explained CERCLA, which does not regulate
drinking water but does give the EPA authority to regulate a cleanup
response if a site is deemed to have been contaminated by the release of
PFOA or PFOS. Chair Geller spoke on the importance of this issue to
Broward County due to the lawsuits against water plants alleging
responsibility for passing on PFAS/PFOA in the water. Dr. Oehmig
discussed legislation as it relates to this issue, noting bills that may grant
exemptions for certain industries and utilities and the lack of support for
these exemptions.

Dr. Oehmig spoke on the global trends for drinking water regulations. He
stated that Europe has lower limits (2 to 4 ng/L) for the sum of several PFAS
while the US has4 ng/L for each PFOS and PFOA. The European Chemical
Agency (ECHA) has drafted a proposal, as of August 20, 2025, to ban PFAS
use and manufacturing, hoping to have the final restrictions published in
2027/2028.

Dr. Joshua Benjamin spoke on current treatment options and the possible
destruction of PFAS. He discussed the filtering of PFAS through membrane
to produce purified drinking water which leaves a brine concentrate that can
be deep well injected as a form of disposal in Florida. Dr. Benjamin
explained the process of High-Recovery Reverse Osmosis (HRRO) noting
the advantages, concentration factors, and disadvantages. He spoke on
foam fractionation, which is a way to separate the brine concentration from
water for destruction and is commercially available.

Dr. Benjamin listed and described four PFAS destruction technologies that
are available: Incineration, Electrochemical Oxidation, Plasma Discharge,
and Supercritical Water Oxidation. He explained that each option and their
level of robustness, scale, and energy costs. Dr. Benjamin discussed
potential future changes to regulations, exemptions, and treatment and
disposal/destruction technology technologies.

Suzanne Mechler of CDM Smith, spoke on the treatment of wastewater and
reclaimed water for use as irrigation water and other uses. She stated that
canal and surface waters have similar PFAS components. Ms. Mechler
explained the Green Cay project to increase ways of utilizing indirect
potable reuse of water by treating it to drinking water standards. She
discussed projects in Jacksonville and Palm Beach County permitted under
the new reuse regulations, noting that more projects will be coming.
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Ms. Mechler provided the Green Cay project overview stating that it is a
$100 million project with CDM Smith as the designer/builder of the indirect
potable reuse plant which will use ultrafiltration, reverse osmosis, and
UV/advanced oxidation. She stated that the Green Cay project will consist
of a treatment area and an education center noting that the million gallons
of reusable water per day will be put into the surrounding lake systems
which will go into the groundwater. Ms. Mechler showed images of the sites
while discussing the progress and future benefits.

Dr. Oehmig and Dr. Benjamin answered several questions from the
WAB/TAC members on PFAS exposure, removal, and regulations.

. C&SF Flood Resiliency (Section 203) Study — Broward Basins —

Latest Progress Update and Next Steps
Chair Geller thanked the South Florida Water Management District for their
work. (Commissioner Beasley-Pittman arrived)

Referencing a presentation, Dr. Carolina Maran spoke on the work being
done to achieve the Water Resources Development Act of 2026 deadline.
(Chair Geller noted that Isabel Cosio Carballo was present.) Dr. Maran
presented the BB-203 project schedule that began in October 2024 and
goes to May/June of 2026. She showed the project study area detailing the
nine Watershed Basins, seven Primary Canals, and nine Water Control
Structures.

Dr. Maran discussed the Tentatively Selected Plan (TSP) which is part of
the Army Corps process. She noted the recommendation of project
components and highlighted the project locations that will be requesting
federal appropriation for design and construction. Dr. Maran detailed the
timeline stating that public comments were received, adjustments were
made and engineering studies and conceptual designs were produced. She
explained that the 30% design mark would be met this week.

Dr. Maran explained the Draft Integrated Feasibility Report and
Environmental Evaluation, which is required as part of the federal project
process. She thanked Broward County for the letter of support, cities of Fort
Lauderdale, Dania Beach, and Oakland Park for follow-up discussions, and
the Seminole Tribe of Florida for comments.

Dr. Maran stated that a separate National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
analysis will be released by the US Army Corps of Engineers evaluating the
environmental effects of the SFWMD Section 203 Study and that another
30-day public comment period will be opened once the cost certification is
obtained. She spoke on the Agency Technical Review (ATR) and the
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Independent External Peer review (IEPR) for the final review by the Army
Corps for the cost certification.

Dr. Maran summarized the TSP noting that the recommended features meet
the project objectives, is cost-effective, and will ensure flood resiliency by
addressing concerns and major issues. She stated that the plan addresses
changing conditions such as urban growth and extreme rainfall and will
support long-term infrastructure performance. She listed several benefits of
the plan and spoke about historical flooding that has taken place in Broward
County before the implementation of drainage and protection were
addressed. Dr. Maran discussed the future projects and components of the
Countywide Resiliency Plan that will continue to improve flood resiliency in
Broward County.

Chair Geller discussed necessary changes to South Florida drainage due
to excessive rainwater and sea level rise which affects the storage capacity
of the canals. He affirmed that the Army Corps of Engineers agreed to
accept the partnership between Broward County, who paid $5 million for the
Resiliency Study, and the South Florida Water Management District, who
matched the funding. Chair Geller acknowledged that though Palm Beach
and Dade counties are affected by the changes, Broward County is the only
county to help pay for the study in order to accelerate it. He stated that the
Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) is only awarded every two
years and hopes to make the 2026 bill or 2028 would be the earliest. Chair
Geller spoke on challenges of funding and the issue of sea level rise.

Dr. Maran answered several questions from the WAB/TAC members
regarding the phases of engineering and design, costs, funding, and
scheduling.

Chair Geller requested members to contact Congress members and US
Senators for assistance with these issues.

. Broward Rainy Season 2025 Year in Review

No presentation was given due to timing.

IX. New Business

a. Topics for Discussion at Future WAB Meetings

X. Discussion
(None.)

Xl. Lake Okeechobee Water Levels: (ft-NGVD 1929) This month: 13.30; Last
month: 13.53; One year ago: 16.18
Next scheduled Joint WAB/TAC - March 13, 2026.Vimeo. G.C. East, Room 430.
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Next scheduled TAC Meeting — February 20, 2026. Hybrid. G.C. East, Room 430.

Xill. ADJOURN
Chair Geller adjourned the meeting at 12:02 p.m.

WAB/TAC
1/16/2026
KP






Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		2026-0116-Joint WAB TAC Minutes.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 0



		Passed manually: 2



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 0



		Passed: 30



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top



