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What are Middle
Neighborhoods?

Middle neighborhoods are neither healthy and thriving, nor overtly
distressed

Long seen as stable communities for middle- and working-class families,
today many middle neighborhoods are on the edge of growth or decline

As a result of demographic, socioeconomic, and market trends in regions
across the country, middle neighborhoods are steadily disappearing

Despite their prevalence in America’s cities and suburbs, middle
neighborhoods tend to be overlooked by national and local policymakers
and philanthropies



Many Middle Neighborhoods Are
Faltering In Their Sustainability

* Ability to reliably attract replacement owner occupants and
other neighborhood-friendly buyers

» Ability to generate home values that support quality
maintenance, repairs and updates without appraisal gaps

 Ability to repel irresponsible investors

* Ability to maintain engaged residents taking stewardship of
the neighborhood

* Ability to deliver home equity to owners and revenue to
municipal government




Middle neighborhoods facing
gentrification and
displacement

Regions with strong economies and/or
housing supply shortages

Loss of affordable housing

Risk displacement of lower-income renters,
homeowners, and commercial tenants.

A critical opportunity to:

* Ensure that existing residents and
businesses share in the community’s
growing prosperity.

* Preserve affordable housing before it is
lost.




Why Middle

Neighbo

‘hoods

Matter

Investment in middle neighborhoods can help:

e Safeguard the home equity of middle households, many of
whom are people of color.

* Bolster and protect city-wide fiscal health, thereby
preventing reduced services or lower quality of life for
residents.

* Maintain safe, affordable places to live with access to
opportunity.

* In regions with strong economies and/or housing supply
shortages, investment is needed to counter gentrification.

* Thereisa considerabIY]higher cost of intervention in
neighborhoods after they decline or gentrify.



Housing Strategies to
Mitigate Displacement

Acquisition/rehab by non-profits for affordable homeownership

Preservation of affordable homeownership: community land
trusts or shared equity programs

Grant or loan programs to ensure long-time residents can invest
in their properties

Preservation of subsidized and naturally-occurring affordable
housing

Tax relief aimed at preventing displacement

Creation of new affordable housing: direct subsidization or
inclusionary zoning

Strategies to enable voucher holders to rent in stronger markets
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Melrose Park, Fort Lauderdale: 568 W Evanston Circle

Before:

* Rehab Cost = 567,616

* Resale Price =
$300,000 (2020)
3 DORSEY !y aths LEEEE
BROWARD > ) RIVERBEND "'G|TY VIEW L)
3 ESTATES Boulevard = a8
) R Gardens e == Fort
and Scie ce@ Lauderdale
o SAILEOAT BENL{/\ LAS OLAS
|
Publix Super
MELROSE rket at Las Olas
MANORS
= . .
SN 5 Sahat | LJ RI9 e Census tract median income:
2 548,011 (88% of MSA median)
LAUDERDALE 2
A it WEST @ 2 podzo




Tamarac
Sea Ranch

Lakes
derdale-By-The-Sea

Pt

/)

rs

Areas with median
household incomes
between $32,543 and
€)Las Olas Bea $54,239, or 60-100% of
the MSA median
income

CORAL RIDGE

Fort
Lauderdale

SW 12th St

P e

Pine Isla
Ridge

Q

Tree Tops 2 Dr. VonD.
Falk iffin Rdl derdale-Hol 4 Mizell-Eula
F o i ternational Johnson

Cooper City Seminole Hard Rock (™ State Park

Hotel & Casino... ¥
!

Hollywood
Beach Broadwalk

@

W



Lauderhill: 1721 NW 36t Avenue

* Rehab Cost = $28,000
 Resale Price =
$175,000 (2016)

e Census tract median income:
$36,671 (68% of MSA median)

After:
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Middle Neighborhoods Initiative

* Today, the Middle Neighborhoods initiative encompasses:

* A National Initiative focused on mobilizing attention to reverse the trend of the disappearance of
middle neighborhood. The initiative does this through research, policy analysis, communications, and
advocacy.

* The initiative is coordinated by the National Community Stabilization Trust and is advised by a
Steering Committee of 20 prominent researchers, practitioners, and policy makers.

* A Community of Practice that facilitates facilitate peer-to-peer learning among middle neighborhood
practitioners. The CoP connects over 200 practitioners and city officials to organizations interested in

their efforts.
* The CoP is supported by NeighborWorks America and staffed by a small team of organizers.
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MiddleNeighborhoods.Org

* Join the Community of Practice
* Explore maps of Middle Neighborhoods nationwide

* Learn more about our research and advocacy

David Sanchez: dsanchez@stabilizationtrust.org
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