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How to apply for an Elevator Variance 
 

When an elevator owner is unable to comply with requirements due to hardship, a variance may be 

requested. For a variance to be granted, the Petitioner must present the following on a company or 

personal letterhead: 
 

1. The specific codes the variance is requested for. 

2. A demonstrated hardship if they are required to meet the code. 

3. How the Petitioner intends to meet the intent of those specific codes (a variance cannot 

be granted unless the intent of the code is met in some other way, consult your registered 

elevator company or certified elevator inspector with questions about the specific rule(s) to 

cite) 

4. A $50 application fee. 
 

A petition for variance which does not meet these requirements will be denied. 
 

Each variance request must include the Broward County ID # (BCID) for the conveyance and 
supportive materials and documents providing the information necessary for rendering a decision. 

 

The applicant is responsible for demonstrating a substantial hardship exists and presenting facts 

relevant to and supportive of the variance request. 
 

Building Code responds to routine requests within 90 days of receipt. An emergency petition will be 

responded to within 30 days, but you must include justification why a response is needed within 30 

days. Without justification, the petition may be deemed a non- emergency and treated as a routine 

petition. 
 

Upon consideration of the merits of each variance request, the director or designee will either grant a 

variance, as requested, or deny the variance request. 
 

The Owner or Lessee of an elevator which has a variance approved by Building Code is 

responsible for maintaining a copy of the approved variance in the machine room at the 

physical location of the elevator and available for review during an elevator inspection. 
 

Variances will be granted when the elevator owner(s) demonstrates that the purpose of the 

underlying requirements will be or has been achieved by other means by the owner(s) and when 

application of a requirement would create a substantial hardship or would violate principles of 

fairness. For purposes of this section, “substantial hardship” means a demonstrated economic, 

technological, legal, or other type of hardship to the person requesting the variance or waiver. 




Accessibility Report


		Filename: 

		How-to-Apply-for-a-Variance.pdf




		Report created by: 

		, BCSD Certified Copy of Approved Plans

		Organization: 

		Building Code Services Division




 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.


		Needs manual check: 2

		Passed manually: 0

		Failed manually: 0

		Skipped: 2

		Passed: 28

		Failed: 0




Detailed Report


		Document



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set

		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF

		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF

		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order

		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified

		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar

		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents

		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast

		Page Content



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged content		Skipped		All page content is tagged

		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged

		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order

		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided

		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged

		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker

		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts

		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses

		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive

		Forms



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged

		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description

		Alternate Text



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text

		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read

		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content

		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation

		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text

		Tables



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot

		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR

		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers

		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column

		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary

		Lists



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L

		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI

		Headings



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting






Back to Top
