
Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals Meeting Agenda 
 

June 8, 2023 
Time: 7:00 PM 

 
Zoom Meeting Information: 

https://broward-org.zoomgov.com/j/1605817392 
Meeting ID: 160 581 7392 

 

  

 
I. Call Meeting to Order 

 
II. Roll Call 
 
III. Approval of Agenda 
 
IV. Approval of Minutes – May 11, 2023, Regular Meeting 
 
V. Public Comment (Except public hearing items on this agenda) 

Public comments are limited to 3 minutes. 
 
VI. CONSENT AGENDA 
 

1. Certifications – Staff Recommended  
 

CITY OF COCONUT CREEK 
 Vaughn, Thomas G., Chief Plumbing Inspector 
 
TOWN OF DAVIE 
 Allen, Adam, Fire Inspector 
 
CITY OF FORT LAUDERDALE 
 Mark, Preston G., Structural Inspector – Temporary 120-day 
 
TOWN OF HILLSBORO BEACH 
 Siravo, Michael, Chief Plumbing Inspector 
 Switalski, Joseph, Chief Mechanical Inspector 
 
CITY OF HOLLYWOOD 
 Francois, Louis, Fire Inspector 
 
CITY OF LIGHTHOUSE POINT 
 Siravo, Michael, Chief Plumbing Inspector 
 Switalski, Joseph, Chief Mechanical Inspector 
 
CITY OF MIRAMAR 
 Arcelay, Javon, Fire Inspector 
 Arcelay, Stephon, Fire Inspector 
 
CITY OF POMPANO BEACH 
 Pelaez, Jonathan, Electrical Inspector – Temporary 120-day 
 Sayer, Christopher A., Fire Plans Examiner 
 Zalewski, Ashley, Fire Plans Examiner 
  
CITY OF TAMARAC 
 Alexander, Diko, Plumbing Inspector – Provisional 
 
COUNTYWIDE 
 Monier, Claudio Rubin, Structural Inspector 
 Quesada, Sandy, Electrical Plans Examiner 
 Rodriguez-Gonzalez, Jose L., Electrical Plans Examiner/Inspector 

https://broward-org.zoomgov.com/j/1605817392


  

 
VII. REGULAR AGENDA 
 

1. Appeal 23-01 – Accent Closets Inc. and Pompano Beach Building Department 
 
a. Staff Report 
b. Appeal Presentation 
c. Board Questions 
d. Board Action 

 
2. Agreement between Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals and Charles Kramer, 

Esquire for legal services effective July 1, 2023 
 

a. Staff Report 
b. Board Questions 
c. Board Action 

 
3. Director’s Report 
 
4. Attorney’s Report 
 
5. Committee Reports 
 
6. General Board Member Discussion 
 
7. Adjournment 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If a person desires to appeal any decision with respect to any matter considered at this meeting, such 
person will need a record of the proceedings and, for this reason, such person may need to ensure that a 
verbatim record of the proceeding is made, which includes the testimony and evidence upon which the 
appeal is to be based (FS Sec.286.0105)  
 
Members: If you cannot attend the meeting, please contact Dr. Barbosa at 954-931-2393 between  
6:00 P.M. and 7:00 P.M. 



May 11, 2023
Board Meeting Minutes 



Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals Meeting Minutes 

May 11, 2023 
Time: 7:00 PM 

Zoom Meeting Information: 
https://broward-org.zoomgov.com/j/1615942399 

Meeting ID: 161 594 2399 

I. Call Meeting to Order

Chairman Lavrich called a published virtual meeting of the Broward County Board of Rules and
Appeals to order at 7 p.m.

II. Roll Call

Daniel Lavrich, Chairman
Gregg D’Attile, Vice Chairman
Stephen P. Bailey
Ron Burr
Jeffrey Falkanger
John Famularo
R. Art Kamm
Sergio Pellecer
Daniel Rourke
Dennis Ulmer
Derek A. Wassink
Lynn E. Wolfson (arrived during Item #2)
Abbas H. Zackria

III. Approval of Agenda

Dr. Barbosa requested that Item 1 be removed from the agenda.

Mr. D’Attile made a motion, and Mr. Falkanger seconded the motion to approve the agenda as
noted. The motion was carried out by a unanimous vote of 12-0.

IV. Approval of Minutes – April 13, 2023, Regular Meeting

Mr. Rourke made a motion, and Mr. Wassink seconded the motion to approve the April 13, 2023,
minutes as submitted. The motion was carried out by a unanimous vote of 12-0.

V. Public Comment (Except public hearing items on this agenda) - none
Public comments are limited to 3 minutes.

VI. CONSENT AGENDA

1. Certifications – Staff Recommended

BROWARD COUNTY, UNINCORPORATED
Vitorino Da Silva, Eric, Structural Inspector – Provisional 

CITY OF NORTH LAUDERDALE 
Camacho, Pablo, Chief Plumbing Inspector 

TOWN OF PEMBROKE PINES 
Heath, Matthew, Fire Inspector 
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CITY OF PLANTATION 
 Calvert, Scott, Electrical Inspector – Temporary 120-day 
 Forges, Bernard, Structural Plans Examiner – Provisional 
 
CITY OF POMPANO BEACH 
 Canizaro, James, Electrical Inspector – Temporary 120-day 
 McCrary, Brian, Electrical Inspector – Temporary 120-day 
 
CITY OF WEST PARK 
 Guanche, Steve, Chief Electrical Inspector 
 
COUNTYWIDE 
 Diez, Orlando J., Structural Inspector 
 Madic, Nebojsa, Electrical Inspector 
 
Mr. D’Attile made a motion, and Mr. Falkanger seconded the motion to approve the certifications 
as recommended. The motion was carried out by a unanimous vote of 12-0. 

 
 
VII. REGULAR AGENDA 
 

1. Appeal 23-01 – Accent Closets Inc. and Pompano Beach Building Department – removed 
from the agenda 

 
a. Appeal Presentation 
b. Staff Report 
c. Board Questions 
d. Board Action 

 
2. Second reading of revisions to Chapter 1, 2020 Florida Building Code, 7th Edition; Section 

104.1.1, Appointment of Building Official, and Section 104.3, Appointment of Chief Electrical, 
Mechanical, Plumbing, and Structural Inspectors, eliminating the prescriptive requirement 
of physical presence during regular business hours at building departments and reinstating 
previously approved code language stating that the Building Officials and Chief Inspectors 
do not have to be personally present at the government department as long as he or she is 
available and can perform his or her duties. 
 
a. Staff Report 

Mr. Rolando Soto, Chief Mechanical Code Compliance Officer, noted that applications from 
individuals wanting to be certified for more than two building official or chief positions would 
be required to secure the Board of Rules and Appeals’ approval.  

 
b. Board Questions – none 

 
c. Public Hearing  

There being no one wishing to speak, Chairman Lavrich closed the public hearing. 

d. Board Action 
Mr. D’Attile made a motion, and Mr. Pellecer seconded the motion to approve the code 
revisions as recommended on the second and final reading. The motion was carried out by a 
vote of 11-2. Mr. Burr and Mr. Ulmer voted no.   
 
During the discussion of the motion, Dr. Ana Barbosa, Administrative Director, indicated if a 
member of the Board sees something happening in a city, they are encouraged to contact 
her, and she will discuss it with the building official. She went on to say that staff is trying to 
really work together with the cities.   

 
3. Second reading of proposed revision to Board Policy #16-01, Reduction of Paperwork for 

Building Officials and Chief Inspectors seeking to serve in multiple jurisdictions or moving 
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from one jurisdiction to another; changing the deadline from April 1, 2023, to the next 
recertification for individuals holding certifications issued by BORA for the permanent 
position of Building Official or Chief Inspector in more than two (2) jurisdictions. 

 
a. Staff Report 

Mr. Rolando Soto, Chief Mechanical Code Compliance Officer, noted that this is related to 
the previous code amendments. It has to do with individuals that are already certified and 
going through the recertification process. The same concept applies that more than two 
positions are required to be presented to the Board for approval.  
  

b. Board Questions – none 
 

c. Public Hearing 
There being no one wishing to speak, Chairman Lavrich closed the public hearing. 
 

d. Board Action 
Mr. D’Attile made a motion, and Mr. Zackria seconded the motion to approve the policy 
revision as recommended on the second and final reading. The motion was carried out by a 
unanimous vote of 13-0.    

 
4. Second reading of proposed revisions to Section 110.15, Building Safety Inspection 

Program, Chapter 1, 2020 Florida Building Code, 7th Edition and Policy #05-05, Building 
Safety Inspection Program. 

 
a. Staff Report 

Mr. Kenneth Castronovo, Chief Electrical Code Compliance Officer, explained that this policy 
was revised in 2022, after which some questions arose. An ad-hoc committee formed to 
develop the policy revisions presented this evening. This matter is being brought forward now 
in order to prepare and delay the regular information mailing. 
   

b. Board Questions 
Mr. Bailey noticed in the minutes of the last meeting that subsequent to the meeting he 
attended, a decision was made to remove thermal imaging from the testing. In the meeting 
that he attended in person, everyone, including himself, felt the single most important thing 
that could be done on an old electrical system is to test the integrity of the connections of the 
electrical system, which is done through infrared testing. He did not see how the electrical 
testing could be considered proper without this test. Dr. Barbosa indicated that the 
recommendation came from a company that does infrared testing, stating that it is specific 
testing. The engineer of record would be responsible for determining if required for a building. 
If it was included in the policy, then everyone would have to do it. Mr. Bailey advised that any 
electrical system that is tested and does not include infrared testing of the cable connections 
is not properly tested. He noted that he is a professional electrical engineer, and this is his 
opinion to the Board.  
 
Chairman Lavrich questioned why this was not discussed at the first reading, and Mr. Bailey 
noted he was not able to attend that meeting. Further Mr. Bailey indicated that at the 
committee meeting that he chaired all of the members agreed with him that infrared testing is 
probably the single most important testing component of any electrical system. He was not 
copied on the ad hoc committee meeting minutes. It should be required.  
 
Mr. D’Attile agreed with Mr. Bailey on the importance of such testing.  
 

c. Public Hearing 
There being no one wishing to speak, Chairman Lavrich closed the public hearing.  
 

d. Board Action 
Mr. Zackria made a motion, and Mr. Falkanger seconded the motion to approve the code and 
policy revisions as recommended on the second and final reading. The motion was carried 
out by a vote of 9-4. Mr. Bailey, Mr. Burr, Mr. D’Attile, and Mr. Rourke voted no.  
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During the discussion of the motion, Mr. Burr questioned why the change from thirty to 
twenty-five years for all properties. Mr. Zackria advised that there is a three-mile separation 
line mandated by the State that is a distinction between the twenty-five and the thirty. The ad 
hoc committee felt that there is no way to distinguish or even determine which properties are 
within that three-mile line. The committee decided to set everything at twenty-five. If there are 
problems with a building, those problems would be caught earlier, and the cost would be less 
over the long run.  
 
Mr. Zackria advised that thermal imaging was discussed at length and the committee 
concluded it was an unnecessary burden to require it of every single building. The committee 
left this decision to the engineer of record or the inspector conducting the building safety 
program inspection.  
 
Mr. Bailey advised that a professional engineer could perform hot-spot testing. Also, he did 
not think it was appropriate to make such a code change because of a hurry.  
 
Mr. Burr agreed with Mr. Bailey that this was being rushed. He felt it is unfair to people in 
buildings beyond the three-mile line. He believed the three-mile line determination should be 
left to the cities. He felt this was the easy way out and he was opposed to it.     
 
Mr. Charles Kramer, Board Attorney, advised that as an administrative amendment, this is 
entirely in the hands of the Board and what the Board is doing is perfectly acceptable.  
 
The roll was called, and the vote is reflected above.  

 
5. Director’s Report 

Dr. Barbosa advised that she has met with all of the building officials and will be sending the 
Board a report that looks at their top three issues and seeks the Board’s recommendation on 
going forward.  
 
Dr. Barbosa also drew attention to the upcoming code amendments this year.  
 

6. Attorney’s Report 
Mr. Charles Kramer, Board Attorney, advised that he has not heard back from the appellate panel 
with respect to the Plantation Inn case. The Board’s brief for the virtual inspections is due to the 
Fourth District Courts of Appeals on June 5. 

 
7. Committee Reports - none 
 
8. General Board Member Discussion 

Chairman Lavrich thanked everyone for their help while he was away and particularly Mr. D’Attile 
and Dr. Barbosa.  
 

9. Adjournment 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 
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Section 1 



Certifications – Staff Recommended     June 8, 2023 Board Meeting 
 
 
 
 
CITY OF COCONUT CREEK 
 Vaughn, Thomas G., Chief Plumbing Inspector 
 
TOWN OF DAVIE 
 Allen, Adam, Fire Inspector 
 
CITY OF FORT LAUDERDALE 
 Mark, Preston G., Structural Inspector – Temporary 120-day 
 
TOWN OF HILLSBORO BEACH 
 Siravo, Michael, Chief Plumbing Inspector 
 Switalski, Joseph, Chief Mechanical Inspector 
 
CITY OF HOLLYWOOD 
 Francois, Louis, Fire Inspector 
 
CITY OF LIGHTHOUSE POINT 
 Siravo, Michael, Chief Plumbing Inspector 
 Switalski, Joseph, Chief Mechanical Inspector 
 
CITY OF MIRAMAR 
 Arcelay, Javon, Fire Inspector 
 Arcelay, Stephon, Fire Inspector 
 
CITY OF POMPANO BEACH 
 Pelaez, Jonathan, Electrical Inspector – Temporary 120-day 
 Sayer, Christopher A., Fire Plans Examiner 
 Zalewski, Ashley, Fire Plans Examiner 
  
CITY OF TAMARAC 
 Alexander, Diko, Plumbing Inspector – Provisional 
 
COUNTYWIDE 
 Monier, Claudio Rubin, Structural Inspector 
 Quesada, Sandy, Electrical Plans Examiner 
 Rodriguez-Gonzalez, Jose L., Electrical Plans Examiner/Inspector 
 



Regular Agenda
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BORA Staff Report
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Broward County 
Board of Rules and Appeals 
1 N. University Drive Suite, 3500B, Plantation, FL 33324 
Phone: 954-765-4500 │ Fax: 954-765-4504 
broward.org/CodeAppeals 
 

 
 
TO:  Members of the Board of Rules and Appeals 
 
FROM:  Chief Structural Code Compliance Officer 
 
DATE:  June 8, 2023 
 
RE:  Appeal #23-01 – Accent Closets, Inc., and Pompano Beach Building Department   
 
 
 
Recommendation  
The Board deny, by vote, the appeal submitted by Accent Closets requesting overturning the City of Pompano 
Building Official, Mr. Michael Rada's decision on the need for fire sprinklers. 
 
 
Reasons 
This appeal is being brought forward by Mr. Ryan Abrams, legal representative for Accent Closets, stating that the 
existing occupancy classification (F1) Low Hazard & (G2) Business, which was designated by the 1986 South 
Florida Building Code (SFBC), stays the same occupancy classification, and therefore does not require sprinklers. 
This statement is incorrect because when the building code converted from the SFBC to the Florida Building Code 
(FBC) on March 1, 2002, the FBC automatically changed the designation of the occupancy classifications, but the 
uses stood the same. It is important to remember that the Brazilian Stone Co. occupied the space from January 
through December of 2002. The occupancy classification was (F1) Low Hazard & (G2) Business which the 1999 
SFBC designated. Best Stone Corporation then occupied the space from January 2003 to 2009. This was used for 
an office/warehouse, which would have been a Business Occupancy Group (B) and Low-Hazard Storage Group 
(S-2) designated by the 2001 FBC.     
 
The confusion is the original occupancy classification (F1) Low Hazard under the SFBC is now occupancy 
classification (F2) Low Hazard when the 2004 FBC took effect on October 1, 2005, including all additional versions 
of the FBC up to the present. To compound this even further, when Accent Closets took over the space 
approximately in June of 2013, the occupancy classification for manufacturing closets was an (F1) Moderate Hazard 
which requires sprinklers if the fire area contains woodworking operations over 2,500 sq. ft. in the area which 
generates finely divided combustible waste or use finely divided combustible materials. The total square footage of 
the unit is 7,811, including aggregate accessory occupancy (B), occupying more than 10 percent of the floor area 
of the story in which its located and having no separation from the primary occupancy. It is important to note from 
2002 to 2009, the tenant at the property was a masonry company. From 2013 to the present, Accent Closets, a 
cabinet manufacturing/woodworking shop, has utilized the space, which changed the use of the space. 
 
 
Additional Information 
The use of the space within the group occupancy classification changed from when Best Stone Corporation 
occupied the space to when Accent Closets, Inc. took the space over. Besides the sprinkler requirements, other 
issues come into place, changing the rating requirements. You now have tenant separation that needs to be 
considered, occupancy separation within the space itself, penetrations, egress paths, high-piled combustible stock, 
etc. Staff agrees with Mr. Michael Rada's decision that the space now must be sprinkled. 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Michael Guerasio 

2

https://www.broward.org/codeappeals/Pages/Default.aspx


Progression of the 
Occupancy Classifications
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Progression of the Occupancy Classifications: 
 
 
1986 South Florida Building Code (SFBC) 
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1999 South Florida Building Code (SFBC) – Group Occupancy is still the same in the 
last edition of SFBC. 
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2001 Florida Building Code – Building 
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2004 Florida Building Code – Building 
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2010 Florida Building Code – Building 
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2020 Florida Building Code – Building 
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2010 Florida Building Code – Existing Building: Change of Occupancy 
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2020 Florida Building Code – Existing Building: Change of Occupancy 
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Appeal 23-01 
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9-12-2019

Broward County 
Board of Rules & Appeals 
955 South Federal Highway, Suite 401 

Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33316 
Phone 954-765- 4500 
Fax 954-765- 4504 

http://www.broward.org/codeappeals 
Appeal Application 

Please Type or Print Information 
Appellant Representative Information: 
Name __________________________________________________________ 
Address _________________________________________________________ 
City/State _______________________________________________________ 
Business/Profession _______________________________________________ 
Phone ______________________________Fax   _________________________ 
E-mail Address   ___________________________________________________

Project Information: 
Address _________________________________________________________ 
Type of Construction ______________________________________________ 
Height of Building ________________________________________________ 
Square Footage per Floor ___________________________________________ 
Permit Number ___________________________________________________ 
Permit Application Date ____________________________________________ 
Group of Occupancy _______________________________________________ 
Number of Stories _________________________________________________ 

We, the undersigned, appeal the decision of the Building/Fire Code Official of _______________________as it 
pertains 
to Chapter _____, Section____, of the (check one) □ South Florida Building Code / □ Florida Building Code /
□ Florida Fire Prevention Code, / □ Other ______________________________, as applicable to Broward County.

(Attach copy of relevant Code sections).

Note:   The Board shall base their decision upon the section(s) of the Code you have indicated above.  If these are in 
error, you will be required to re-submit your appeal. 

The Board is not authorized to grant variances from the Code. 

Summary of appeal (attach additional sheets as necessary): 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Results desired (attach additional sheets as necessary): 
________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Note: Exhibits intended for distribution to the Board, supporting the appeal, must be submitted with the 

appeal.  No additional material shall be passed out at the appeal hearing. A letter from the Building 
Official rejecting the applicant’s appeal must be included in the appeal packet submitted to the Board 
of Rules and Appeals 

Appellant Name (Please print) _______________________________ 

Appellant Signature ______________________________________ 

Office Use Only 

Date of Receipt: _____________________
Appeal # ___________________________
Hearing Date ________________________
Notice Mailed _______________________
Code in Effect _______________________
Electrical ___________________________
Fire Code __________________________
Mechanical _________________________
Plumbing ___________________________
Structural __________________________
Alternate Material ____________________
Alternate Method ____________________

6.4

Accent Closets, Inc. c/o Abrams Law Firm, P.A. 
888 SE 3rd Ave, Suite 400

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33316
Closet manufacture and install

954-332-2358
rabrams@abrams-law.com

2266 NW 30 Place, Bay 5, Pompano Beach, FL 
Existing warehouse bay 5 

one story
bay 5 warehouse floor area: 5,956 sq. ft. 

22-5056
6/13/2023

F-1
one

x2 202
x 903.2.4.1, FBC, and as stated in

attached narrative

See attached narrative.

reversal of final determination of change of occupancy by building official, and as further requested
in attached narrative.

Ryan Abrams, Esq.

Pompano Beach
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888 SE 3rd Ave., Suite 400 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33316 

Office: 954.332.2358 
Email: rabrams@abrams-law.com 

Website: www.abrams-law.com 

1 
Abrams Law Firm, P.A.     •     888 SE 3rd Ave., Suite 400, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33316   •     954-332-2358 

RE:  Accent Closets – 2266 SW 30 Place, Pompano Beach, FL (the “Property”) 
Building permit no. 22-5056 

To whom it may concern: 

This firm represents Accent Closets, Inc. (“Accent Closets”), the building permit applicant 
and tenant at the above Property.  Accent Closets has a permit application pending with the city 
for interior renovations including steel racking, machinery, electrical connections, and a work sink.  
The life safety plan submitted with the permit application is attached as Exhibit “A”.  The permit 
was rejected and has gone through multiple comment cycles.  The application has been pending 
since June 2022.  The City of Pompano Beach (“City’) Building Official issued a final 
determination on April 9, 2023, finding that the permit application amounts to a “change of 
occupancy” and new code provisions require automatic fire sprinklers for woodworking operations 
exceeding 2,500 square feet.   The building official’s letter is attached as Exhibit “B”, as is referred 
to herein as the “Letter”.  Accent Closets now appeals the building official’s decision to the Board 
of Rules and Appeals as detailed further below. 

Background 

Accent Closets manufactures and installs closet furniture from prefabricated particle board 
parts. Accent Closets moved into the Property in or around July 2013.  Before signing the lease, 
Accent Closets took steps to ensure the City had no objections to its intended use of the Property.  
Accent Closets requested a voluntary fire inspection of the Property.  The first inspection was 
conducted by inspector Rick Hall on May 16, 2013.  Inspector Hall returned for another inspection 
after Accent Closets moved in, and no additional issues were noted.  Annual fire inspections have 
been conducted each year since moving in.  For reference, copies of fire inspection reports from 
2013 and 2016 are attached as Exhibit “C”.     

Accent Closets also applied for a zoning use certificate. The City issued Accent Closets a 
zoning use certificate and business tax receipt, which characterized the business as “manufacture 
and install closets”.  The zoning use certificate is attached as Exhibit “D”.  While use certificates 
are not always relevant to building code issues, this is not the case with Pompano Beach.  Per the 
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VIA EMAIL (rulesboard@broward.org)  
The Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals
c/o Dr. Ana C. Barbosa, Administrative Director  
1 N. University Drive, Suite 3500B  
Plantation, FL 33324 
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City’s Code, the zoning use certificate is confirmation by the City that a use “complies with all 
applicable standards of this Code, Florida Building Code and Florida Fire Prevention Code.”  Code 
Sec. 155.2414. D.  Accent Closets’ use of the property has not changed since the zoning use 
certificate was issued in 2013.  Accent Closets moved to the Property in 2013.  It renewed its lease 
in 2019 for a 5-year term in reliance on the zoning use certificate.   

The dispute with the city on sprinklers began in July 2021, when Accent Closets received 
a failed fire inspection report. The inspector concluded that an automatic sprinkler system was 
required by the life safety code.  The July 2021 fire inspection report is attached as Exhibit “E”. 
There is no automatic sprinkler system at the Property, nor is there believed to be a fire line that 
would allow for sprinklers to be installed.   

Accent Closets contested the issue with the Fire Prevention division.  The undersigned 
counsel attempted to find a resolution and coordinated with the City to allow inspection of the 
property in October 2021.  Following the inspection, the city alleged that interior alterations had 
been carried out at the Property that required permits.  The changes consisted primarily of adding 
machinery such as a multifunction saw, and installing a work sink, electrical connections, and steel 
racks.  Accent Closets disputed that a permit was required. Meanwhile, Accent Closets attempted 
to appeal the sprinklers issue to BORA on March 28, 2022.  Then, the City initiated a code 
enforcement case for alleged unpermitted work.  Soon after, BORA determined that the sprinklers 
issue was not yet ripe for review.  

Accent Closets applied for a building permit in or around June 2022.  The Fire Prevention 
division maintained its position that sprinklers are required and rejected the permit application.  
The Building Division added a rejection comment stating that sprinklers are also required under 
the Florida Building Code (“FBC”).  We contested these comments.  By March 2023, Fire 
Prevention conditionally approved the plans.  However, as stated in the Letter, the Building 
Official issued a final determination requiring installation of automatic sprinklers and concluded 
that the use is a “change of occupancy”.    

At this juncture, the City will not issue the permit unless fire sprinklers are installed.  
Accent Closets cannot install automatic fire sprinklers without a fire line, in a building it does not 
own. Further, Accent Closets cannot enclose a fire area smaller than 2,500 sq. ft. as it would restrict 
movement and access to the machinery in a way that would negatively impact the operation of its 
business.    

Issues Appealed and Reasons for Reversal  

 The Building Official made the following final determinations as stated in the Letter: (1) 
Accent Closets’ use of the Property is one that is not listed within the F-1 occupancy group and 
requires reclassification to a different occupancy group; and (2) Accent Closets’ use of the Property 
includes woodworking operations on a floor area exceeding 2,500 square feet.  Each determination 
is addressed separately below.   
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A. Reversal of the building official’s change of use determination is required because 
Accent Closets’ use does not require change of the occupancy classification or group 
within a classification.  
 
As the building official stated in the Letter, a change of occupancy triggers the application 

of current building code requirements to the structure if there is a “change of occupancy 
classification [or] a change to another group within an occupancy classification”.  (Letter, pg. 3); 
see also Section 1012, 2020 FBC, Existing Buildings.  The structure at the Property is classified 
on the certificate of occupancy as “F-1”, which includes the following uses: furniture, machinery, 
woodworking (cabinet).  Sec. 306, FBC, Buildings. The certificate of occupancy is attached as 
Exhibit “F”.  Accent Closets’ use is consistent with the uses listed under F-1 and does not require 
a new classification nor a different group within the Group F classification.  The city permitted 
Accent Closets to move into the structure for “manufacture and install closets” in 2013, and there 
has been no change of use since that time. (Exhibit D) 

The building official based his decision on the list of uses under the Group F occupancy in 
1986, when the building was constructed.1  (Letter, pg. 2). This was improper. The building official 
disregards that the city allowed Accent Closets to take occupancy in the structure in 2013.  A 
change of occupancy is determined based on how uses are classified under the current building 
code.  Sec. 1012, 2020 FBC, Existing Buildings; Sec. 202, FBC, Buildings.  The only relevant 
inquiry is whether the group or classification must change to accommodate the use.  If not, then it 
is clearly not a change of occupancy as defined in Section 202 of FBC, and 1012 of the FBC, 
Existing Buildings.  There has been no change of use since 2013. 

Additionally, as stated, the City issued a zoning use certificate to Accent Closets in 2013, 
which cannot be granted unless the city has “competent substantial evidence in the record that the 
new use…complies with all applicable standards of this Code, Florida Building Code….”  Code 
Sec. 155.2414. D.  The City cannot in good faith now reverse position and call it a change of 
occupancy. The use has all along been “closet manufacturing and installation” as originally 
approved by the City.  The City’s Code requires determinations of the need for a change of 
occupancy to be made prior to issuance of the zoning use certificate.  Id. The City followed that 
procedure and is bound by its initial determination of compliance with the building code.   

 In sum, Accent Closets is not required to undergo a change of occupancy for the F-1 
structure at the Property.  The certificate of occupancy designates the property as F-1, and it will 
remain F-1 as is consistent with the use, which has not changed since 2013. 

 

 

 
1 The Building Official did not consider that there was no automatic fire sprinkler 

requirement applicable to Group F in 1986, including woodworking. 
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B. The building official’s decision to require installation of automatic sprinklers must 
be reversed because the alleged “woodworking” operations are not large enough to 
trigger sec. 903.2.4.1, FBC. 
 
The woodworking operations on the property do not exceed 2,500 sq. ft. of floor area. The 

plans show 1,319 sq. ft. of floor area dedicated to the cutting of wood products.  (Letter, Ex. 12).  
The Building Official contends that the floor area of operations refers to “fire area”. (Letter, pg. 
5). However, this contradicts Rule 903.2.4.1.  This provision applies to “woodworking operations 
in excess of 2,500 sq. ft.” (Letter, pg. 4) (emphasis added). The International Code Council and 
the International Building Council, which drafted Rule 903.2.4.1, gives the following commentary 
to explain how the provision is to be applied:   

“The extent of sprinkler coverage is only intended to be for the Group F-1 occupancy 
involved in the woodworking activity.  If the fire area is larger than 2,500 square feet but 
the woodworking area is 2,500 square feet or less, sprinklers are not required.” 

Rule 903.2.4.1 was drafted by the IBC and has been adopted without changes in the Florida 
Building Code.  (Exhibit G).  If the operations are under 2,500 square feet, then regardless of the 
fire area size, the “particle concentrations” are not expected to reach “the explosive range”. 

Conclusion  

Accent Closets has not proposed a change of occupancy as defined in Section 1012, FBC, 
Existing Buildings, nor is there a basis to require automatic sprinklers under Section 903.2.4.1, 
FBC, Buildings.  The occupancy classification will remain F-1 and has not changed since Accent 
Closets took occupancy in 2013 with the city’s permission.  Further, to the extent there is 
“woodworking” at the Property, these operations do not exceed 2,500 square feet of floor area as 
demonstrated by Accent Closets’ life safety plan.  Thus, the building officials’ conclusions stated 
in the Letter must be reversed. 

 
      Sincerely, 
      /s/Ryan Abrams 

       Ryan Abrams, Esq. 
 
 

CC:  

Chuck Kramer  
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EXHIBIT A 
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Photos Taken by Building Safety Chief Charles Rizzuto September 28, 2021 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Racking installed without 
required permits. 
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Photos Taken by Building Safety Chief Charles Rizzuto September 28, 2021 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Equipment (Streamer 
1057XL Edge Bander) data 
plate showing 2018 as the 
year built. 
 

 
Equipment (Streamer 1057XL Edge 
Bander) installed without a permit. 
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Photos Taken by Building Safety Chief Charles Rizzuto September 28, 2021 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Equipment (Tectra 
6120 Beam Saw) 
installed without a 
permit. 
 

 
Equipment (Tectra 
6120 Beam Saw) 
data plate showing 
2019 as the year 
built. 
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Photos Taken by Building Safety Chief Charles Rizzuto September 28, 2021 
 

      

         

 
Equipment (Kaeser SK 15 
Aircenter Air Compressor) 
data plate showing 2020 as 
the year built. 
 

 
Equipment (Kaeser 
SK 15 Aircenter Air 
Compressor) 
Installed without a 
permit. 
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Photos Taken by Building Safety Chief Charles Rizzuto September 28, 2021 
 

 

             

 

 
Dust collection ductwork 
installed without permits. 
 

Compressed Air Lines 
installed without permits. 
 

Added Electrical Lines 
installed without permits. 
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Photos Taken by Building Safety Chief Charles Rizzuto September 28, 2021 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Photos of Sawdust 
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Photos Taken by Building Safety Chief Charles Rizzuto September 28, 2021 
 

 
Photo of Sawdust on 
Electrical Panel and Added 
Electrical Lines Installed 
without a Permit 
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Photos Taken by Building Safety Chief Charles Rizzuto September 28, 2021 
 

  

 

 
Photo of Sawdust on 
Electrical Shutoff and 
Added Electrical Lines 
Installed without a Permit 
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Photos Taken by Building Safety Chief Charles Rizzuto September 28, 2021 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A Kitchenette Found 
Constructed Without 
Permits. 
 

 
Electrical Line (Car Charger) 
Without a permit.  
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Photos Taken by Building Safety Chief Charles Rizzuto September 28, 2021 
 

            

  
Electrical Lines Installed 
Without a Permit.  
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Photos Taken by Building Safety Chief Charles Rizzuto September 28, 2021 
 

 
Electrical Lines and 
Shutoffs Installed Without 
a Permit.  
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Photos Taken by Building Safety Chief Charles Rizzuto September 28, 2021 
 

       

 
Electrical Line and 
Compressed Airline 
Installed Without a Permit.  
 

 
Electrical Disconnect 
Installed Without a Permit.  
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Photos Taken by Building Safety Chief Charles Rizzuto September 28, 2021 
 

 

 

  
Photo of work area and 
storage. 
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CHAPTER 9: FIRE PROTECTION AND LIFE SAFETY SYSTEMS

[F] 903.2.4.1 Woodworking operations.
A n automatic sprinkler system shall be provided throughout all Group F-1 occupancy fire areas that contain
woodworking operations in excess of 2,500 square feet (232 m ) in area that generate finely divided combustible
waste or use finely divided combustible materials.

❖ Because of the potential amount of combustible dust that could be generated during woodworking operations, an
automatic sprinkler system is required throughout a fire area when it contains a woodworking operation that
exceeds 2,500 square feet (232 m ) in area. Facilities where woodworking operations take place, such as cabinet
making, are considered Group F-1 occupancies. The intent of the phrase “finely divided combustible waste” is to
describe particle concentrations that are in the explosive range (see Chapter 22 of the IFC for discussion of dust-
producing operations).

The extent of sprinkler coverage is only intended to be for the Group F-1 occupancy involved in the woodworking
activity. If the fire area is larger than 2,500 square feet (232 m ) but the woodworking area is 2,500 square feet
(232 m ) or less, sprinklers are not required. It is not the intent to require the installation of sprinklers throughout
the building but rather in the fire area where the hazard may be present.

2

2

2
2

2021 IBC Code and Commentary Volumes 1 & 2
(IBC)
First Version: May 2022   

Copyright © 2023 International Code Council, Inc., or its licensors (ALL RIGHTS RESERVED). 
Accessed by Ryan Abrams on 05/08/2023 pursuant to License Agreement with ICC. No further reproduction or distribution
authorized. Any Unauthorized reproduction or distribution is a violation of the federal copyright, and subject to civil and

criminal penalties thereunder.
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Broward County 
Board of Rules and Appeals 
1 N. University Drive Suite, 3500B, Plantation, FL 33324 
Phone: 954-765-4500 │ Fax: 954-765-4504 
broward.org/CodeAppeals 

TO: Members of the Board of Rules and Appeals 

FROM:  Administrative Director 

DATE: June 8, 2023 

RE: Agreement between Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals and Charles M. Kramer, 
Esquire for legal services effective July 1, 2023 

Recommendation  
It is recommended that the Board approve the contract for legal services between Broward County Board of 
Rules and Appeals and Charles M. Kramer, effective July 1, 2023, until June 30, 2026.  

Reasons 
Discussions have occurred over the past six weeks with the Board Attorney, Charles Kramer, and me before 
the expiry of the current contract to renegotiate a future contract. Mutual terms and conditions have been 
reasonably accomplished.  

A review of the past legal services provided by the Board Attorney shows that the previous contract was a 
significantly lower hourly rate than other municipalities, the county, and ½ the hourly rate of the prior contract 
for legal services. The contract was created to control costs. Nevertheless, with a historical amount litigation, 
costs remain a factor for which there is no easy solution. It may be possible to save money on legal fees 
through proper due diligence prior to engaging the Board Attorney, but that would require at least a partial 
assumption that legal action by third parties can be controlled by BORA, the director, or staff. Underpaying 
the Board Attorney is not reasonable or sustainable by the Board’s attorney. The cost of living with the rapidly 
increasing inflation merits a standard hourly rate and a return to at least those rates for fees from 2020.  

Charles Kramer provided the Board of Rules and Appeals with thorough, credible, and sound counsel for well 
over 12 years and will continue to render services above and beyond other counsels.  

Respectfully Submitted, 

Dr. Ana Barbosa 
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AGREEMENT 
Between 

BROWARD COUNTY BOARD OF RULES AND APPEALS 

and 

CHARLES M. KRAMER, ESQUIRE FOR 
LEGAL SERVICES 

This is an Agreement (the “Agreement”), consists of nine (9) pages, and is 
made and entered into by and between: 

BROWARD COUNTY BOARD OF RULES AND APPEALS, 
hereinafter referred to as “BOARD,” 

THE LAW OFFICE OF CHARLES M. KRAMER, hereinafter 

referred to as “COUNSEL.” 

WHEREAS, the BOARD wishes to enter into an agreement (“Agreement”) with 
COUNSEL for his employment in connection with certain legal representation; 
NOW, THEREFORE, 

In consideration of the mutual terms and conditions, promises, covenants, and 
payments hereinafter set forth, parties agree as follows: 

ARTICLE I  
SCOPE OF SERVICES 

l.l COUNSEL agrees to provide legal services to and on behalf of BOARD in 
all matters involving BOARD as BOARD’S General Counsel. 

1.2  COUNSEL is permitted to delegate the performance of services and work 
with other attorneys of similar experience (Co-Counsel), associate attorneys 
(Associates)(attorneys with less than seven (7) years of experience in the applicable 
area of practice), and paralegals/legal assistants, in the law firm of Benson, Mucci & 
Weiss, P.L. 

-l- For BOARD ___________  For COUNSEL________ 
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ARTICLE II 
COMPENSATION: METHOD OF PAYMENT 

2.1  Compensation shall be paid to the COUNSEL in accordance with the terms 
set forth herein below. 

2.2   For professional services rendered, COUNSEL’s, Co-Counsel’s, and 
Associate’s fees shall be based on the hourly rate as follows: 

PROPOSED FEES: 07/01/2023-
06/30/2023 

Office and Non-Litigation       $265.00/hour            
Time (COUNSEL & Co- 
Counsel) 

(Associates)  $190.00/hour 

Litigation Time                $324.00/hour 
(COUNSEL & Co- 
Counsel) 

Board and                                  $525.00 
Committee Meetings 
(Fee is for 3 hours) 

Each hour or fraction $195.00 
thereof above of 3  
hours 

Paralegal Time            $130.00/hour 

Travel outside Broward              $60/hour 
County 

2.3  COUNSEL agrees that there will be no charge for review of emails, 
correspondence, or other communication(s) received from BOARD or its 
administrative personnel by COUNSEL’s paralegal(s) or support staff. This 
provision shall not apply if   COUNSEL or  Co-Counsel is/are personally unable to 
retrieve and review such communication(s) due to circumstances beyond their 
control and require the assistance of COUNSEL’s paralegal(s) or support staff. 

-2- For BOARD ___________  For COUNSEL________ 

3



{00383446.DOCX; 1 }  

2.4   Review of emails, correspondence, or communication received from 
BOARD or its administrative staff, which are sent for the purpose of updating or 
informing on matters not requiring the direct or ongoing assistance of COUNSEL 
or Co-Counsel, shall be billed in increments of .10 hours. 
 
2.5   COUNSEL agrees that there will be no charge for review of emails, 
correspondence, or other communication(s) received from BOARD or its 
administrative personnel by COUNSEL’s paralegal(s) or support staff. This 
provision shall not apply if COUNSEL or Co-Counsel is/are personally unable to 
retrieve and review such communication(s) due to circumstances beyond their 
control and require the assistance of COUNSEL’s paralegal(s) or support staff. 
 
2.6   Review of emails, correspondence, or communication received from 
BOARD or its administrative staff, which are sent for the purpose of updating or 
informing on matters not requiring the direct or ongoing assistance of COUNSEL 
or Co-Counsel, shall be billed in increments of .10 hours. 
 
2.7   In addition to the charges for professional fees set forth in Subsection 2.2 
above, BOARD shall reimburse COUNSEL for out-of-pocket expenses reasonably 
incurred in the course of rendering such legal services, including costs, printing, 
costs of reproduction, secretarial overtime, computer time, and necessary travel 
expenses incurred in accordance with the requirements of Chapter 112, F.S. 
COUNSEL shall not charge for travel of attorneys within Broward County offices 
and pledges that it shall provide the best available and most appropriate lawyer in 
any of its office locations for the issues involved. 
 
2.8   COUNSEL shall submit invoices on a monthly basis for the payment of out-
of-pocket expenses. Each invoice shall include a signed certificate listing all costs, 
fees, vouchers, invoices, and other documentary evidence that will describe in 
reasonable detail the basis for expenditures for which reimbursement is sought. 
 
2.9   In the event that COUNSEL, CO-COUNSEL, or ASSOCIATE(s) is/arc 
required or requested to perform any additional or extraordinary services not herein 
contemplated, COUNSEL, CO-COUNSEL, or ASSOCIATE(s) shall be entitled to 
apply for additional compensation, the amount of which shall be subject to the 
approval of BOARD and no such additional compensation in excess of the amount 
herein stated shall he paid unless specifically authorized in advance by BOARD, in 
its sole discretion. 
 
2.10   All amounts paid by BOARD to COUNSEL shall be subject to audit by 
BOARD  and Broward County. All charges incurred under this Agreement shall be 
due and payable only after services have been rendered or expenses incurred and 
invoice submitted. 
 
-3-  For BOARD ___________  For COUNSEL________ 
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2.11 Payment shall be made on a monthly basis to: THE LAW OFFICE OF 
CHARLES M. KRAMER. 
 

ARTICLE III 
TERM AND TERMINATION OF AGREEMENT 

 
3.1 This Agreement shall commence on July 1, 2023, and shall continue until 
June 30, 2026. 
 
3.2 It is expressly understood and agreed that the occurrence of an Event of 
Default, as set forth in Article IV herein, will give rise to a right of termination by 
the non-defaulting party. Termination shall be upon ten (10) days written notice to 
the Defaulting Party after the expiration of the cure period provided for in Article 
IV herein. In the event of termination by BOARD, COUNSEL shall not undertake 
any new work under this Agreement after receipt of the notice. 
 
3.3 In the event of termination and upon receipt of written notice from BOARD 
of such termination, COUNSEL shall promptly submit an invoice to BOARD for 
the out-of-pocket expenses actually incurred and not reimbursed prior to the 
termination date and a final invoice for all services rendered prior to the termination 
of this Agreement. Upon payment of such invoices by BOARD, COUNSEL shall 
have no further obligation to COUNSEL monetarily or otherwise. Likewise, 
COUNSEL’S obligations to the BOARD as provided for hereunder shall cease, 
except for participating in an orderly and professional transfer of such 
responsibilities and files or copies of files to the BOARD or its designee. 
 

ARTICLE IV  
DEFAULT 

 
4.1 Failure or refusal of either party to perform or do any act herein required of 
that party after thirty (30) days written notice from the non-defaulting party shall 
constitute a default (“Event of Default”). 
 
4.2 In the event of any default, in addition to any other remedy available to the 
non-defaulting party, this Agreement may be terminated pursuant to Article III 
hereof. Such termination shall not waive any other legal remedies available to the 
non-defaulting party. 
 

ARTICLE V 
RECORD AUDIT AND INSPECTION 

 
5.1 COUNSEL agrees to maintain and make available all financial records, 
supporting documents, records, and any other documents pertinent to the funding 
under this Agreement. 
 
-4-  For BOARD ___________    For COUNSEL________ 
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5.2  COUNSEL shall maintain such data and financial records in an accessible 
location and condition for a period of not less than three (3) years after final payment 
under this Agreement or until after the final audit has been resolved, whichever is 
later. 
 
5.3 COUNSEL shall permit BOARD or its designee to audit, examine and make 
excerpts and transcripts from such records. 
 

ARTICLE VI 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

 
6.1 COUNSEL states that he is familiar with and will comply with the terms and 
conditions of Chapter 112, Part III, Florida  Statutes  (Code of  Ethics),  and  
Broward  Ethics  Ordinance  2015-55, and will make himself aware and comply 
with any amendments thereto. 
 
6.2 It is important that COUNSEL be independent and impartial in order to 
properly conduct his services to the BOARD. COUNSEL shall not act as counsel in 
any lawsuit or other adversary proceeding in which BOARD is named as an 
adversary party or in which COUNSEL takes an adverse position to the BOARD. 
 

ARTICLE VII 
PUBLIC RECORDS-LAW 

 
7.1 It is important that COUNSEL be independent and impartial in order to 
properly conduct his services to the BOARD. COUNSEL shall not act as counsel in 
any lawsuit or other adversary proceeding in which BOARD is named as an 
adversary party or in which COUNSEL takes an adverse position to the BOARD. 
 
7.2 COUNSEL agrees that he will comply with all BOARD policies and 
procedures in observing the requirements of said laws. 
 

ARTICLE VIII 
INSURANCE 

 
8.1 COUNSEL will maintain in force, during the life of this Agreement, 
Professional Liability Insurance with limits not less than Five Hundred Thousand 
Dollars ($500,000.00) for each occurrence with the maximum deduction of Fifty 
Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00). 

 
 
 
-5-  For BOARD ___________    For COUNSEL________ 
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ARTICLE IX 

OWNERSHIP OF RESULTS 
 

9.0 Any interest of COUNSEL in reports, memoranda, or other documents 
Prepared or received by COUNSEL in connection with services performed or to be 
performed under this Agreement shall be the property of the BOARD and will be 
transmitted to BOARD or its designee upon request. 
 

ARTICLE X 
INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR 

10.0  COUNSEL is an independent contractor under this Agreement. Services provided 
by COUNSEL shall not be as an officer, employee, or agent of BOARD. 

 
ARTICLE XI 

SUBCONTRACTING 

11. l  Neither party to this Agreement shall contract on behalf or in the name of the other 
party. 

11.2 Any violation of this provision shall confer no rights in favor of anyone and shall 
be void. 

11.3  COUNSEL is expressly prohibited from subcontracting the legal services required 
hereunder unless such subcontracting is agreed to in writing by BOARD. 

 
 

ARTICLE XII 
WAIVER 

 
12. The omission of either party at any time to enforce any default or right reserved to 
it, or to require the performance of any of the terms, covenants, or provisions hereof by the 
other party at the time designated, shall not be a waiver of any such default or right to 
which the party is entitled, nor shall it in any way affect the right of the party to enforce 
such provisions thereafter. 

 
 
 
 

-6-  For BOARD ___________   For COUNSEL________ 
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ARTICLE XIII 

VENUE AND WAIVER OF JURY TRIAL 
 

13.  This Agreement shall be construed according to the laws of the State of Florida, 
and the appropriate venue for any actions arising out of this Agreement, or the making of 
this Agreement, shall be either the Circuit Court of Broward County, Florida. To encourage 
prompt and equitable resolution of any litigation that may arise hereunder, the parties 
hereby waive any rights that either may have to a trial by jury of any such litigation. 
Alternatively, the parties may jointly agree to resolve any dispute(s) under the JAMS 
Streamlined Arbitration Rules and Procedures. Any decision(s) rendered by JAMS shall 
be final and binding on the parties. 

 
 

ARTICLE XIV  
SEVERABILITY 

14. In the event that any term or provision of this Agreement shall be determined by 
appropriate judicial authority to be illegal or otherwise invalid, such provision shall be 
given its nearest legal meaning or construed or deleted as such authority determines, and 
the remainder of the Agreement shall be construed to be in full force and effect. 

 

 
ARTICLE XV  

AMENDMENTS/ ASSIGNMENTS 

15.1 No modification, amendment, or alteration in the terms or conditions of this 
Agreement shall be effective unless contained in a written document executed with the 
same formality and of equal dignity herewith. 

15.2 COUNSEL shall not transfer or assign any duties or obligations hereunder without 
the prior written consent of the BOARD. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

-7-  For BOARD ___________   For COUNSEL________ 
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ARTICLE XVI  
NOTICES 

16. Whenever either party desires to give notice unto the other, it must be given by 
written notice, sent by registered or certified United States mail, with return receipt 
requested, addressed to the party for whom it is intended, at the place last specified. The 
place for giving notice shall remain such until it shall have been changed by written notice 
in compliance with the provisions of this paragraph. For the present, the parties designate 
the following as the respective places for giving of notice, to-wit: 

 

 FOR BOARD: 
       Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals 
       1 N. University Drive Suite 3500B,  
       Plantation, FL 33324 
 
 FOR COUNSEL: 
       The Law Office of Charles M. Kramer, PLLC  
       5561 N. University Drive, Suite 103    
       Coral Springs, FL 33067 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-8-  For BOARD ___________   For COUNSEL_________ 

9



{00383446.DOCX; 1 }  

ARTICLE XVII 
 ENTIRE AGREEMENT 

 
18.  This Agreement constitutes the entire understanding and agreement between the 
parties, and no warranties, express or implied, representations, promises, or statements 
have been made by either party unless endorsed herein. 
 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have made and executed this Agreement on 
the respective dates under each signature: BROWARD COUNTY BOARD OF RULES 
AND APPEALS through its BOARD OF DIRECTORS, signing by and through its 
Chair, authorized to execute same by Board action on the ______day of June 2023. 
 
ATTEST: 
 

 
 
 
 

         BROWARD COUNTY BOARD 
              OF RULES AND APPEALS  
  
              By:_______________________ 
            For BOARD 
   
             Dated:_____________________ 
 
 
 
              COUNSEL 
 
              By: _______________________ 
            Charles M. Kramer, Esq 
   
               Dated:____________________ 
           
         

 

10


	June 8, 2023 Board Meeting – Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals
	Board Meeting Minutes – May 11, 2023
	CONSENT AGENDA
	Item 1 (C) – Certifications – Staff Recommended
	REGULAR AGENDA
	Item 1 (R) – Appeal 23-01 – Accent Closets Inc. and Pompano Beach Building Department
	Item 2 – Agreement between Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals and Charles Kramer, Esquire for legal services effective July 1, 2023
	Item 2 - C. Kramer, Esq. Contract Renewal.pdf
	2. Attorney Fee Agreement with BORA and CMK 07_01_2023.pdf
	This is an Agreement (the “Agreement”), consists of nine (9) pages, and is made and entered into by and between:
	BROWARD COUNTY BOARD OF RULES AND APPEALS, hereinafter referred to as “BOARD,”
	THE LAW OFFICE OF CHARLES M. KRAMER, hereinafter
	referred to as “COUNSEL.”
	WHEREAS, the BOARD wishes to enter into an agreement (“Agreement”) with COUNSEL for his employment in connection with certain legal representation; NOW, THEREFORE,
	In consideration of the mutual terms and conditions, promises, covenants, and payments hereinafter set forth, parties agree as follows:
	ARTICLE I
	SCOPE OF SERVICES
	l.l  COUNSEL agrees to provide legal services to and on behalf of BOARD in all matters involving BOARD as BOARD’S General Counsel.
	1.2  COUNSEL is permitted to delegate the performance of services and work with other attorneys of similar experience (Co-Counsel), associate attorneys (Associates)(attorneys with less than seven (7) years of experience in the applicable area of pract...
	2.1  Compensation shall be paid to the COUNSEL in accordance with the terms set forth herein below.
	2.2   For professional services rendered, COUNSEL’s, Co-Counsel’s, and Associate’s fees shall be based on the hourly rate as follows:
	PROPOSED FEES:   07/01/2023-
	06/30/2023
	10.0  COUNSEL is an independent contractor under this Agreement. Services provided by COUNSEL shall not be as an officer, employee, or agent of BOARD.
	ARTICLE XI
	SUBCONTRACTING
	11. l  Neither party to this Agreement shall contract on behalf or in the name of the other party.
	11.2 Any violation of this provision shall confer no rights in favor of anyone and shall be void.
	11.3  COUNSEL is expressly prohibited from subcontracting the legal services required hereunder unless such subcontracting is agreed to in writing by BOARD.
	-6-  For BOARD ___________   For COUNSEL________
	13.  This Agreement shall be construed according to the laws of the State of Florida, and the appropriate venue for any actions arising out of this Agreement, or the making of this Agreement, shall be either the Circuit Court of Broward County, Florid...
	ARTICLE XIV
	SEVERABILITY
	14. In the event that any term or provision of this Agreement shall be determined by appropriate judicial authority to be illegal or otherwise invalid, such provision shall be given its nearest legal meaning or construed or deleted as such authority d...
	ARTICLE XV
	AMENDMENTS/ ASSIGNMENTS
	15.1 No modification, amendment, or alteration in the terms or conditions of this Agreement shall be effective unless contained in a written document executed with the same formality and of equal dignity herewith.
	15.2 COUNSEL shall not transfer or assign any duties or obligations hereunder without the prior written consent of the BOARD.
	-7-  For BOARD ___________   For COUNSEL________
	ARTICLE XVI
	NOTICES
	16. Whenever either party desires to give notice unto the other, it must be given by written notice, sent by registered or certified United States mail, with return receipt requested, addressed to the party for whom it is intended, at the place last s...
	FOR BOARD:
	Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals
	1 N. University Drive Suite 3500B,
	Plantation, FL 33324
	FOR COUNSEL:
	The Law Office of Charles M. Kramer, PLLC
	5561 N. University Drive, Suite 103           Coral Springs, FL 33067
	-8-  For BOARD ___________   For COUNSEL_________
	ARTICLE XVII
	ENTIRE AGREEMENT
	18.  This Agreement constitutes the entire understanding and agreement between the parties, and no warranties, express or implied, representations, promises, or statements have been made by either party unless endorsed herein.
	IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have made and executed this Agreement on the respective dates under each signature: BROWARD COUNTY BOARD OF RULES AND APPEALS through its BOARD OF DIRECTORS, signing by and through its Chair, authorized to execut...
	ATTEST:
	BROWARD COUNTY BOARD
	OF RULES AND APPEALS
	By:_______________________
	For BOARD
	Dated:_____________________
	COUNSEL
	By: _______________________
	Charles M. Kramer, Esq
	Dated:____________________





