
Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals Meeting Agenda 
 

May 12, 2022 
 

Broward County Governmental Center 
115 S. Andrews Avenue, Room 422, Fort Lauderdale, FL 

Time:  7:00 PM 

Zoom Information:   
https://broward-org.zoomgov.com/j/1618435910 

Meeting ID:  161 843 5910 
 

 
Call Meeting to Order 
 
Roll Call 
 
Approval of Agenda 
 
Approval of Minutes – April 14, 2022 
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 

Certifications – Staff Recommended 
 

BROWARD COUNTY SHERIFF FIRE RESCUE 
 HERSHEY, JAMI OLIVIA, FIRE PLANS EXAMINER 
 
CITY OF COCONUT CREEK 
 QUINTANA, CARMEN MARIA, FIRE PLANS EXAMINER 
 
CITY OF FORT LAUDERDALE 
 BATISTA, FREDDIE, FIRE INSPECTOR 
 DANIELS, CEDRIC, FIRE INSPECTOR 
 
CITY OF OAKLAND PARK 
 RICHARDSON, PATRICK, ASSISTANT BUILDING OFFICIAL 
 
CITY OF PEMBROKE PARK 
 FARIS, JOSEPH, CHIEF ELECTRICAL INSPECTOR 
 
CITY OF PEMBROKE PINES 
 JACKSON, ANTHONY (TEMPORARY 120-DAY) 
  
COUNTYWIDE 
 HIPOLITO, GISELLE, STRUCTURAL INSPECTOR 
 HIPOLITO, GISELLE, STRUCTURAL PLANS EXAMINER 
 ITURRI, DANIEL E., STRUCTURAL PLANS EXAMINER 
 SHRAMKO, PETER, STRUCTURAL PLANS EXAMINER 

 
 

REGULAR AGENDA 
 
1. Continuation of Mr. Jose L. Encarnacion’s appeal to Staff’s denial of his application for Structural Plans Examiner 
 

a. Staff Report 
b. Request of Mr. Encarnacion 
c. Board Questions 
d. Board Action 

 
2. First Reading of Amendment to Florida Fire Prevention Code – Section F-103.5.3.2 – Limiting the Number of Times 

Fire Inspector Exam can be taken by an individual 
 

a. Staff Report 
b. Board Questions 
c. Board Action 

https://broward-org.zoomgov.com/j/1618435910


3. First Reading of Amendment to Florida Fire Prevention Code – Section F-124.1, Uniform Generator Code – 
clarifying the types of facilities required to comply with the Uniform Generator Code 

 
a. Staff Report 
b. Board Questions 
c. Board Action 

 
4. First Reading of Changes to Section 101.2 Definitions, Chapter 1, 2020 Florida Building Code, 7th Edition Adding 

Definitions for “accredited school” and “practice”. 
 
a. Staff Report 
b. Board Questions 
c. Board Action 
 

5. First reading of amendment to Board of Rules and Appeals Policy 95-02, Rules and Regulations, Article 5, Section 
1, by adding language to allow for meetings to be held on a virtual basis via Zoom or other electronic media. 

 
a. Staff Report 
b. Board Questions 
c. Board Action 

 
6. Second Reading of Amendment to Section 110.15, Chapter 1, Florida Building Code, 7th Edition – Adding Fee-

Simple Townhouses designed and constructed according to definitions and requirements for townhouses in the 
Florida Building and Residential Codes to the Building Safety Inspection Program Exempt Properties 

 
a. Staff Report 
b. Board Questions 
c. Public Hearing 
d. Board Action 

 
7. Update concerning the Building Safety Inspection Program audits for 2019, 2020 and 2021 
 

a. Report of Administrative Director 
b. Board Questions 
c. If desired, motion accepting update 

 
8. Conceptual Review – Question concerning the combination of virtual and in-person classes, and whether to retain 

the 28 required contact hours in a 2-year certification cycle or reduce the number of hours required 
 

a. Staff Report 
b. Board Questions 
c. Public Hearing 
d. Board Action 

 
9. Director’s Report 
 
10. Attorney’s Report 

 
11. Committee Reports 

 
12. General Board Member Discussion 

 
13. Public Comment (3-minute limit per person) and written communications 

 
14. Adjournment 
 
If a person desires to appeal any decision with respect to any matter considered at this meeting, such person will need a record 
of the proceedings and, for this reason, such person may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceeding is made, 
which includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based (FS Sec.286.0105)  
 
Members: If you cannot attend the meeting, please contact Mr. DiPietro at 954-931-2393 between 6:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. 



April 14, 2022
Board Meeting Minutes 



   
 

BROWARD COUNTY BOARD OF RULES & APPEALS 
APRIL 14, 2022  

MEETING MINUTES  

Call to Order 
Chairman Daniel Lavrich called a published virtual meeting of the Broward County Board of 
Rules and Appeals to order at 7:00 p.m.     

Present: 

Daniel Lavrich, Chair 
Ron Burr 
Gregg D’Attile (arrived 7:31 p.m.) 
Shalanda Giles-Nelson 
Sergio Pellecer 
Daniel Rourke 
David Tringo (arrived 8:12 p.m.) 
Dennis Ulmer 
Abbas Zackria 
 
A quorum was present. 

Approval of Agenda 

Mr. Zackria made a motion and Ms. Giles-Nelson seconded the motion to approve the agenda 
as posted.  The motion carried by unanimous vote of 7-0. 

Approval of Minutes – March 10, 2022 
 
Mr. Ulmer made a motion and Mr. Zackria seconded the motion to approve the minutes as 
submitted.  The motion carried by unanimous vote of 7-0. 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 

Certifications - Staff Recommended. 
 
BROWARD COUNTY SHERIFF FIRE RESCUE 
 BOSSLE, JOSHUA, FIRE PLANS EXAMINER 
 RAMIREZ, ANTONIO, FIRE PLANS EXAMINER 
 
CITY OF COCONUT CREEK 
 ROSE, JOHANN, FIRE PLANS EXAMINER 
 
CITY OF DANIA BEACH 
 BENDAVID, ANDRE, ASSISTANT BUILDING OFFICIAL 
 
CITY OF FORT LAUDERDALE 
 BOURGEOIS, JOHN, FIRE PLANS EXAMINER 
  
CITY OF LIGHTHOUSE POINT 
 CONKIE, DANIEL, CHIEF ELECTRICAL INSPECTOR 
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CITY OF MARGATE 
 SCHOLL, DAVID, FIRE CODE OFFICIAL 
 
CITY OF MIRAMAR 
 PLA, YAIQUIMI ALBERTO,  PLUMBING INSPECTOR (TEMPORARY 120-DAY) 
 
COUNTYWIDE 
 ENCARNACION, JOSE L., STRUCTURAL INSPECTOR 
 MARTINEZ, LEONARDO, STRUCTURAL PLANS EXAMINER 
 RODRIGUEZ, ROLANDO, STRUCTURAL PLANS EXAMINER-LIMITED 
 VIEIRA, PEDRO P., ELECTRICAL INSPECTOR 
 
Mr. Pellecer made a motion and Mr. Burr seconded the motion to approve the certifications as 
recommended.  The motion carried by unanimous vote of 7-0. 

REGULAR AGENDA 
 
1. Request of Mr. Vesa Karttunen for an extension to close out open and ongoing permits 

through July 14, 2022 
 

a. Staff Report 
 
Mr. Jack Morell, Chief Structural Code Compliance Officer, noted that this is the first extension 
request due to unforeseen delays.  The request is to the July Board meeting, July 14th.     
 

b. Request of Mr. Karttunen 
 

Mr. Karttunen was sworn in. 
 
Mr. Karttunen indicated the delays are associated with product delivery.   
 

c. Board Questions - none 
 
d. Board Action 
 

Mr. Burr made a motion and Mr. Zackria seconded the motion to grant the extension to July 14, 
2022.  The motion carried by unanimous vote of 7-0. 
 
2. Request of Mr. Jose L. Encarnacion to appeal Staff’s denial of his application for 

Structural Plans Examiner  
 
a. Request of Mr. Encarnacion 
 

Mr. Encarnacion was sworn in.   
 
Mr. Encarnacion indicated he is requesting the Board to consider his application for structural 
plans examiner which was denied by Staff.   The denial is based on not meeting the minimum 
five-year experience.  The documentation he has provided shows he has been a professional 
engineer for five years in the State of Florida, specifically Broward County.   
 

b. Staff Report 
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Mr. Michael Guerasio, Chief Structural Code Compliance Officer, advised that the application 
was received on February 17th.  Staff replied to the Building Official and Chief Structural 
Inspector the same day on shortfalls in the submittal.  Additional information was submitted 
wherein Staff re-reviewed and could not confirm the requisite five years of practicing 
engineering under Mr. Encarnacion’s license.  He went on to enumerate the experience 
submitted and detailed in the agenda memorandum.  Staff spoke with Mr. Encarnacion’s former 
employer, Mr. Gregorio Batista, who indicated that Mr. Encarnacion did not perform any design 
work.  Mr. Batista reported Mr. Encarnacion’s scope of work as follows:  50% on inspections; 
20% managing construction part of the company and 30% ascertaining details for plans.   
    

c. Board Questions 
 
Chairman Lavrich referred to the backup information provided the Board, “VII. PRIVATE 
PRACTICE OF ENGINEERING IN FLORIDA” and asked the dates and for whom was Mr. 
Encarnacion working on the thirty listed permits.  Mr. Encarnacion indicated that these are when 
he was in private practice.  The date range is 2016 to 2022 before he started with the City of 
Pompano Beach.  In further response to Chairman Lavrich, Mr. Encarnacion advised that these 
permits are for work he performed while also working for Mr. Batista.  Mr. Batista was aware of 
this.  Mr. Encarnacion indicated he would be willing to provide the dates for each of the permits.  
Chairman Lavrich asked if Mr. Encarnacion was also working for Clear Choice Concrete 
Restoration and Waterproofing at the same time.  Mr. Encarnacion advised it had to do with a 
design/build collaboration.  He was not an employee of Clear Choice however he was qualifying 
them to do engineering work.  There was no direct payment to him from Clear Choice.   
 
Ms. Giles-Nelson pointed out that the first two digits of the permit number typically reflect the 
year the permit was pulled.  The bulk of the work started in 2020 and 2022.  There are four 
outliers dating as far back to 2009.   
 
Mr. D’Attile arrived at approximately 7:31 p.m. 
 
In response to Mr. Zackria, Chairman Lavrich indicated that one does not have to be doing 
design work in order to qualify as a practicing engineer experience however he would not 
consider drafting as engineering.  Chairman Lavrich went on to raise concerns about the 
application documentation, i.e., Mr. Encarnacion was engaged in private practice for his own 
firm while employed by other two firms.  He was concerned that information could not be 
verified.  Mr. D’Attile was also concerned with the information.  He referred specifically to the job 
duties listed while Mr. Encarnacion was employed by Batista and that Mr. Batista indicated that 
Mr. Encarnacion did not perform any structural design or calculations. 
 
Mr. Encarnacion advised that he worked for Mr. Batista from 2015 to 2022 in Florida doing 
special inspections and other work that would fall under the practice of engineering.  He also 
can produce and prove that he signed and sealed documents during that time for himself, but it 
was not required for Mr. Batista.  In response to Chairman Lavrich, Mr. Encarnacion advised 
that some information was supplied to Staff after the initial application.  Mr. Guerasio clarified 
that when the application was initially denied, he notified Building Official Rada and the 
supplemental information was provided for the Board meeting.  He did not have the information 
for his review.  Perhaps Mr. Encarnacion could compile a complete packet of information with 
dates, etc. and it could be re-reviewed at the staff level.   
 
Mr. Jeffrey Massie, Chief Structural Inspector, City of Pompano Beach, was sworn in.  He 
believed the discrepancy has to do with what is considered engineering practice pursuant to 
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Florida statute.  While signing and sealing engineering systems is one of some eight things 
involved in engineering practice it begs the question that Mr. Encarnacion has been involved in 
engineering practice for more than five years and his application should be considered 
favorably.  Chairman Lavrich asked if Mr. Massie knows what work Mr. Encarnacion did or 
simply what he submitted.  Mr. Massie advised that he knows what Mr. Encarnacion submitted.  
Mr. Massie went on to comment that anyone who holds himself out as an engineer is 
considered engineering practice.  He questioned what more experience Mr. Encarnacion could 
attain as a structural inspector in Pompano Beach other than satisfying a narrow interpretation 
of engineering practice.   
 
Chairman Lavrich indicated that he does not think it is a narrow interpretation. The questions 
are valid.  Not all of the information was provided with the original application submittal.  He 
agreed with Mr. Guerasio that the complete information provided for re-review by staff.  He 
pointed out that all of the information was not provided before the Board deadline.  Mr. Zackria 
agreed with Mr. Massie that signing and sealing plans is not a complete definition, therefore all 
of the experience should be reviewed holistically and presented to the Board for 
reconsideration.    
 
Mr. James DiPietro, Administrative Director, advised that the May 12th Board meeting deadline 
for submittal of information is April 25th.      

 
d. Board Action 

 
Mr. Zackria made a motion and Mr. Ulmer seconded the motion to accept Staff’s 
recommendation to re-review all information submitted.  The motion carried by unanimous vote 
of 8-0. 
 
3. Formal Interpretation #30 – Fee Simple Townhouses designed and constructed according to 

Florida Building and Residential Codes are exempt from the Building Safety Inspection 
Program 

 
a. Staff Report 

 
Mr. James DiPietro, Administrative Director, noted with a vote this evening, no further action 
would be necessary.  The accompanying next item is to add this information to Chapter 1 of 
the Building Code which would require two readings.   
 
Mr. Michael Guerasio, Chief Structural Code Compliance Officer, explained the purpose is to 
clarify that fee simple townhouses are exempt from the Building Safety Inspection Program.  
There are condominiums that are townhouse like trying to be exempt from the Program.  
Fee simple townhouses are basically single family by definition.  They are structurally 
independent of each other.  It will help uniformity of the Program’s enforcement throughout 
the county.   This formal interpretation will take precedence until the following code 
amendment is done.  
  

b. Board Questions - none 
 

c. Public Comment – none 
 
d. Board Action 
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Mr. D’Attile made a motion and Ms. Giles-Nelson seconded the motion to approve Formal 
Interpretation #30 as recommended.  The motion carried by unanimous vote of 8-0. 
 
4. First Reading of Amendment to Section 110.15, Chapter 1, Florida Building Code, 7th Edition – 

Adding Fee-Simple Townhouses designed and constructed according to definitions and 
requirements for townhouses in the Florida Building and Residential Codes to the Building 
Safety Inspection Program Exempt Properties 

 
a. Report of Administrative Director  

Mr. James DiPietro, Administrative Director, reiterated this is a clarification as reflected in the 
previous item that will be codified.   

b. Board Questions - none 
 

c. Board Action 
 

Mr. D’Attile made a motion and Mr. Burr seconded the motion to approve the code amendment 
on first reading as recommended.  The motion carried by unanimous vote of 8-0. 

 
5. Local Amendment to Florida Fire Prevention Code for 2nd Reading – New Code Section F-

108.9.3, Entry Gates recommended by Fire Code Committee  
 

a. Staff Report 
 
Mr. Bryan Parks, Chief Fire Code Compliance Officer, advised that there have been no changes to this 
proposal since the first reading.   Mr. James DiPietro, Administrative Director, advised the proposed 
effective date would be April 25, 2022.   
  

b. Board Questions – none 
 

c. Public Hearing 
 

Chairman Lavrich opened the public hearing.  Please see discussion below. 
 

d. Board Action 
 
In response to Mr. D’Attile, Mr. Parks advised that all emergency vehicles including police would be able 
to open the entry gate from their vehicle.  Existing applications will be given one year to comply 
coordinated through the local Authority Having Jurisdiction (AHJ).  In response to Mr. Zackria, Mr. Parks 
indicated that most vehicles have existing equipment that reacts with the gate.  This would largely have to 
do with new entry gates.  Mr. Zackria was concerned that all implementation details should be worked out 
before the one-year compliance period is put into motion.  Mr. Parks indicated this has come through the 
fire marshals and fire chiefs.  They are all in agreement that it can be started now.  The objective primarily 
is uniformity.   
 
Ms. Lori Hastings, Chair of Fire Prevention Committee, Fire Chiefs Association of Broward County, 
explained that there are multiple brand names for these universal gate access systems, however they 
basically all function in the same manner. There is agreement on the manner or method, but it is the 
discretion of each (AHJ) to determine cost differential etc.  Only the method is proposed to be specified.  
Mr. Zackria wanted more specificity in the code language.  Mr. Zackria asked if there is a certification 
standard that could be applied to the universal gate access systems.  Mr. Parks was not aware of any 
one applicable standard.  He clarified that it is not a complete system; it is an audio sensing device that it 
placed into the system.  Ms. Hastings mentioned police and public works vehicle access could also be 
possible in this keyless system.  This only allows access to the gated area.   
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Mr. Zackria felt the item needs more specificity from a contractor’s perspective.   
 
Chief Jeffrey Lucas, Fire Code Official, City of Fort Lauderdale, explained that the Florida Fire Prevention 
Code is quite vague when it speaks to access control by the AHJ.  The Fire Chiefs Association wanted to 
avoid procurement process obstacles.  Going forward it can be clarified when the AHJ comes forward 
with an installation. 
 
Mr. Burr felt this is a life safety issue and consequently he wanted to move forward with the item this 
evening.   
 
Mr. Pellecer made a motion and Mr. D’Attile seconded the motion to approve the code 
amendment on final reading as recommended.  The motion carried by unanimous vote of 8-0. 
 
6. Local Amendment to Florida Fire Prevention Code for 2nd Reading – New Code Section F-

121, Automatic External Defibrillator and Stop the Bleed Kit recommended by Fire Code 
Committee  

 
a. Staff Report 

 
Mr. Bryan Parks, Chief Fire Code Compliance Officer, advised that there have been no changes to this 
proposal since the first reading.   
 

b. Board Questions - none 
c. Public Hearing 

 
Chairman Lavrich opened the public hearing but there was no one wishing to speak. 
 

d. Board Action 
 
Mr. Pellecer made a motion and Mr. D’Attile seconded the motion to approve the code 
amendment on final reading as recommended with an effective date of April 25, 2022.  The 
motion carried by unanimous vote of 8-0. 

 
7. Request of Administrative Director to ratify the appointment of the new Board of Rules and 

Appeals Chief Plumbing Code Compliance Officer  
 

a. Report of Administrative Director 
 
Note:  Mr. Tringo arrived at approximately 8:12 p.m. 
 
Mr. James DiPietro, Administrative Director, requested the Board ratify the appointment of Mr. Jose Cruz-
Vellon as the new Chief Plumbing Code Compliance Officer.  He noted that there were two 
comprehensive recruitment efforts with five applications in each.  Mr. Cruz-Vellon was one of two finalists 
chosen independently by a screening committee.  He interviewed both extensively and in his opinion Mr. 
Cruz-Vellon has the professional background, experience and temperament to be a great asset to the 
Board of Rules and Appeals.  He has the ability to work very well with people in the industry and the 
public.  He provided a brief outline of his professional background and listed the screening committee 
members.  A start date is planned for some time in May after background checks etc.    
 

b. Board Questions - none 
c. Board Action 

 
Mr. D’Attile made a motion and Mr. Pellecer seconded the motion to accept the 
recommendation and ratify the appointment of Jose Cruz-Vellon.  The motion carried by 
unanimous vote of 9-0. 
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Mr. Cruz-Vellon thanked the Board for the vote of support.   
 

 
8. Update concerning the Building Safety Inspection Program audits for 2019, 2020 

and 2021 
 

a. Report of Administrative Director 
 
Mr. James DiPietro, Administrative Director, pointed out that the backup information shows that 
municipalities have received 13,416 (93.3%) engineering reports and, or have code enforcement actions 
pending out of 14,372 buildings covering audit years of 2019, 2020 and 2021.  Also, a different kind of 
audit is now being performed to confirm that 13,416 is the correct number of notices that should have 
been mailed.   
 

b. Board Questions 
c. If desired, motion accepting update 
 

9. Director’s Report - none 
 
10. Attorney’s Report - none 
 
11. Committee Reports - none 
 
12. General Board Member Discussion  
 
Administrative Director Search 
 
Chairman Lavrich recapped the Screening Committee’s first meeting on March 18th including 
the mission statement and timeline.  There are approximately 77 applications to date. 
 
Board Open Discussion     
 
Mr. Burrr noted the upcoming Board open discussion meeting on April 20th.   
 
13. Public Committee (3-minute limit per person) and written communications - none 
 
14. Adjournment 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:19 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________ 
Daniel Lavrich, P.E. - Chair 



Certifications 



Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals 
 
 
 

Stronger Codes Mean Safer Buildings 

BROWARD COUNTY SHERIFF FIRE RESCUE 
 HERSHEY, JAMI OLIVIA, FIRE PLANS EXAMINER 
 
CITY OF COCONUT CREEK 
 QUINTANA, CARMEN MARIA, FIRE PLANS EXAMINER 
 
CITY OF FORT LAUDERDALE 
 BATISTA, FREDDIE, FIRE INSPECTOR 
 DANIELS, CEDRIC, FIRE INSPECTOR 
 
CITY OF OAKLAND PARK 
 RICHARDSON, PATRICK, ASSISTANT BUILDING OFFICIAL 
 
CITY OF PEMBROKE PARK 
 FARIS, JOSEPH, CHIEF ELECTRICAL INSPECTOR 
 
CITY OF PEMBROKE PINES 
 JACKSON, ANTHONY (TEMPORARY 120-DAY) 
  
COUNTYWIDE 
 HIPOLITO, GISELLE, STRUCTURAL INSPECTOR 
 HIPOLITO, GISELLE, STRUCTURAL PLANS EXAMINER 
 ITURRI, DANIEL E., STRUCTURAL PLANS EXAMINER 
 SHRAMKO, PETER, STRUCTURAL PLANS EXAMINER 
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I. Projects acting as Special Inspector per FBC-BCA 110.10.5: 

 
1. 2015 – 2018 - Concrete Restoration project (Common areas) – 8 story building (Permit# B15-104260, City 

of Hollywood) 
*Inspect the shoring & reshoring 
*Inspect concrete repair work as per approved construction documents and FBC. 
 
2. 2016 – 2020 - Concrete Restoration project – 27 story building (Permit# B16-102119, City of Hollywood) 
*Inspect the shoring & reshoring 
*Inspect concrete repair work as per approved construction documents and FBC. 
 
3. 2016 – Interior Alteration project – Retail Space (Permit# 16-517, City of Margate) 
*Inspect structural roof steel connections as per approved construction documents and FBC. 
 
4. 2017 – New Single-Family Residence – (Permit# PM-17021558, City of Fort Lauderdale) 
*Inspect structural reinforced unit masonry as per approved construction documents and FBC. 
 
5. 2018 – Interior Alteration project – Animal Hospital (Permit# B17-105726, City of Hollywood) 
*Inspect structural roof steel connections as per approved construction documents and FBC. 
*Inspect structural reinforced unit masonry as per approved construction documents and FBC. 
 
6. 2018 – Interior Alteration project – Dentist Office (Permit BP18-7452, City of Pompano Beach) 
*Inspect structural roof steel connections. 
 
7. 2019 – New Single-Family Residence – (Permit# B18-04863, City of Plantation) 
*Inspect structural reinforced unit masonry as per approved construction documents and FBC. 
*Inspect trusses connections as per approved construction documents and FBC. 
 
8. 2019 – Steel Structure in a SFR – (Permit# B19-103542, City of Hollywood) 
*Inspect steel connections as per approved construction documents and FBC. 
 
9. 2019 – Solar Panels in a SFR – (Permit# BP19-6219, City of Pompano Beach) 
*Inspect solar roof panel connections as per approved construction documents and FBC. 
 
10. 2020 – Interior Alteration project – Club House – (Permit# BP19-4184, City of Pompano Beach) 
*Inspect structural reinforced unit masonry as per approved construction documents and FBC. 
 
11. 2020 – Addition in a SFR – (Permit# BL19-04-4853, City of Coral Gables) 
*Inspect structural reinforced unit masonry as per approved construction documents and FBC. 
 
12. 2020 – Addition in a SFR – (Permit# B20-01851, City of Plantation) 
*Inspect structural reinforced unit masonry as per approved construction documents and FBC. 

 
13. 2020 – New One-Story Retail Building – (Permit# BLD-CNC-20020002, City of Fort Lauderdale) 
*Inspect structural steel connections (steel joists, steel beam, steel columns) as per approved construction 
documents and FBC. 
 
14. 2021 – Concrete Restoration project – 8 story building (Permit# 20-7780, City of Boca Raton) 
*Inspect concrete repair work as per approved construction documents as per approved construction documents 
and FBC. 
 
Note: These only represent an illustration of the numerous projects where I served as the duly authorized 
representative for the firm as Special Inspector. 
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II. 40-Year Inspections as per Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals Policy #05-#05 & Miami- 

Dade Board of Rules and Appeals General Considerations & Guidelines: 

 
*Detailed evaluation of structural integrity of buildings from an engineering perspective, to determine if there 
is any deficiency (like excessive cracks, excessive deflection, deterioration, excessive corrosion, among others) 
on any structural members such as, floor slabs, walls, columns, beams, joists, trusses, roofs, etc., that affect the 
capacity of such members to support any dead or designed live load, in order to guarantee the life safety of 
habitants and protect property. 

 
1. Year: 2015 

Owner: Cemex  
Structure: Concrete plant (CBS and Metal buildings) 
Address: 1200 NW 137th Avenue, Miami, FL 
 

2. Year: 2016 
Owner: Mayfair Arms, Inc. 
Structure: 3-story condominium (CBS building) 
Address: 1790 E Las Olas Blvd., Fort Lauderdale, FL 
 

3. Year: 2017 
Owner: Ann J. & Mitchel Pastarnack 
Structure: 1-story storage building (CBS building) 
Address: 10 SW 23rd Street, Fort Lauderdale, FL 
 

4. Year: 2018 
Owner: Interhome, Inc. 
Structure: 1-Story office building (CBS building) 
Address: 341-349 SE 2nd Avenue, Deerfield Beach, FL 
 

5. Year: 2019 
Owner: Sea Ranch Club Condominium, Inc. 
Structure: 17-story condominium (CBS building) 
Address: 5000 N Ocean Blvd., Lauderdale-by-the-Sea, FL 
 

6. Year: 2020 
Owner: Hillsboro Ocean Club Condominium Association, Inc. 
Structure: 7-story condominium (CBS building) 
Address: 1155 Hillsboro Mile., Hillsboro Beach, FL 
 

7. Year: 2021 
Owner: Douglas 27, LLC 
Structure: 1-Story strip mall (CBS building) 
Address: 2701 S Douglas Road, Miami, FL 
 

8. Year: 2022 
Owner: Lynwood, LLC 
Structure: 1-Story warehouse (CBS building) 
Address: 10460 SW 186th Street, Miami, FL 
 

Note: These only represent an illustration of the numerous projects where I served as the duly authorized 
representative for the firm performing inspections and preparing reports. 
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B .  Chron Construction Consulting  
Located at Palm Beach County, FL 
February 2019 – August 2021 (2.6 Years) 
Function: Consultant Engineer 

 

Description:  Main responsibilities included, but were not limited to providing consulting engineering services, 
cost estimating, structural inspections, and evaluations for Insurance Companies (i.e., Citizens Property 
Insurance Corporation). 

 

C. Self Employed works (signed and sealed by Eng. Jose L. Encarnacion) 
 

1. Year: 2016 – Under permit #BP16-00008002 (City of Pompano Beach) 
Scope of work: 40-Year Recertification Inspection 
Address: 1010 NW 15th Avenue, Pompano Beach, FL 33069 
 

2. Year: 2019 – Under permit #BP19-00002608 (City of Tamarac) 
Scope of work: Design a new CMU wall using rational load analysis, evaluating existing footing using structural 
calculations to determine if the footing is acceptable to hold the new wall, replacement of existing backdraft 
damper. 
Address: 443 Rock Island, Tamarac, FL 33319 
 

3. Year: 2020 – Under permit #BLR2020-1805 (City of Miami Lakes) 
Scope of work: Design a new CMU wall using rational load analysis, using structural calculation including wind 
load analysis we determine the foundation (footing) and wall dimensions with its reinforcement.  
Address: 15540 Sharpcroft Drive, Miami Lakes, FL 33016 
 

4. Year: 2022 (January) – Not in permitting 
Scope of work: Structural design for a new single-family residence, using rational load analysis, wind load 
calculation, structural calculations to determine the structural element dimensions (footings, floor slab, walls, 
beams, columns, roofs). 
Address: 2481 SE Stonecrop Street, Port Saint Lucie, FL 34984 

Note: These only represent an illustration of the projects where I served as the Engineer-of-Record. 

D. Engineered Parts & Services (General Contractor) 
Located at Puerto Rico 
November 2012 – March 2015 (2.4 Years) 
Position: Project Engineer 
 

Description: Main responsibilities included, but were not limited to construction project administration, 
reviewing project specification, examining, preparing and submitting structural project documentation (shop 
drawings, submittals, RFI, etc.), coordinating and supervising construction field personnel, developing working 
plans, performing quantity take-offs and field measurements,  performed quality control inspections of 
subcontractors, layout planning, establishing and executing production monitors and schedules, purchasing, 
contract negotiations, and any other facet of a project required for successful completion.  

 

Projects: 
Compliance Improvements to Esperanza Water Treatment Plant, Arecibo, PR.  This project’s scope of work 
included upgrading an existing water treatment plant to comply with the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) regulations.  It was a $1.2M capital improvement project from the Puerto Rico Aqueduct and 
Sewer Authority (PRASA).  

 

Compliance Improvements to Gurabo Water Treatment Plant, Gurabo, PR.  This project’s scope of work 
included upgrading an existing water treatment plant to comply with the U.S. Environmental Protection 
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Agency (EPA) regulations.  It was a $1.8M capital improvement project from the Puerto Rico Aqueduct and 
Sewer Authority (PRASA).  
 

E .  Constructores del Este, S.E. (General Contractor)  
Located at Puerto Rico 
November 2010 – November 2012 (2.0 Years) 
Position: Project Manager 

 

Description: Main responsibilities included, but were not limited to construction project administration, 
reviewing project specifications, examining, preparing and submitting project documentation (shop drawings, 
submittals, RFI, etc.), coordinating and supervising construction field personnel, developing working plans, 
performing quantity take-offs and field measurements,  performing quality control inspections of 
subcontractors, layout planning, establishing and executing production monitors and schedules, purchasing, 
contract negotiations, and any other facet of a project required for successful completion.  

 

Projects: 
Relocation of Candelero Arriba Water Distribution Pump Station, Humacao, PR.  This project’s scope of work  
included building a new water tank with a pump station to transfer potable water from the new tank to an 
existing one.  It was a $1.5M capital improvement project from the Puerto Rico Aqueduct and Sewer Authority 
(PRASA).  

 

Museo de Historia y Arte de Carolina, Carolina, PR.  This project’s scope of work included the construction a 
modern four story building around of 6,000 sf.  The value of this project was $5.5M. 

 

F. JR Technical & Development (Engineering Firm) 
Located at Puerto Rico 
April 2010 – November 2010 (0.7 Years) 
Position: Project Engineer (Owner’s Representative) 

 

Description: As an owner’s representative we monitored the administration of construction projects, serving as a      
technical expert in the construction field for the owners.  Main responsibilities included, but were not limited to 
being in charge of monitoring, (not managing): the design development process to ensure project scope is 
achieved; the overall project; the bidding process; assist with jurisdictional reviews and project related 
mitigation issues; construction-related activities, including pay applications; project close-out and 
occupancy; move management and relocation. 

 

G. SEM & Associates, PSC (Engineering Consulting Firm) 
Located at Puerto Rico 
April 2005 – September 2009 (4.1 Years) 
Position: Project Engineer (Owner’s Representative) 
 

Description: As an owner’s representative we monitored the administration of construction projects, serving as 
a technical expert in the construction field for the owners.  Main responsibilities included, but were not limited 
to being in charge of monitoring, (not managing): the design development process to ensure project scope is 
achieved; the overall project; the bidding process; assist with jurisdictional reviews and project related 
mitigation issues; construction-related activities, including pay applications; project close-out and 
occupancy; move management and relocation. 
 

H. January 2003 – April 2005, Geo-Engineering (Engineering Firm) 
Located at Puerto Rico 
January 2003 – April 2005 (2.3 Years) 

       Position: Engineer 
 

Description:   Main responsibilities included, but were not limited to the supervision of field and laboratory 
personnel, performing site visits, evaluating soil properties for engineering use, performing geotechnical 
evaluations, and evaluating concrete properties.  I was in charge of the commercial Soil and Construction 
Material Testing Laboratory. 
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Florida, two (2) years of which shall have been within the HVHZ or by passing BORA's HVHZ 
exam. (Staff is disputing Mr. Encarnacion’s experience required by this section by a narrow 
interpretation of “Engineering Practice”); 
 
104.10.1.1.2 Be a Standard Inspector appointed as such, for a minimum of one (1) year by an 
AHJ or school board within the State of Florida and who complies with at least one (1) of the 
qualifications of Section 104.16.3.1. (Staff is offering this path of certification to Mr. 
Encarnacion by approving his certification request as Structural Inspector and requiring him to 
spend one year as such in the City of Pompano Beach before reapplying to the Board for Plans 
Examiner Certification) 
 

INTERPRETATION OF ENGINEERING PRACTICE 
 

• Verifying Mr. Encarnacion’s experience hinges on the apparent differences in the interpretation 
provided by Staff in the denial of application letter of April 14th 2022 (page 1 of Section 2 in the 
Agenda Packet) and the Florida Statutes Definition of Engineering Practice found in FS 471.005. 
 

o It is apparent from the verbiage provided by Staff that “engineering practice” is 
narrowly interpreted as structural design work bearing the signature and seal of Mr. 
Encarnacion only. 
 

o This is substantiated by Mr. Encarnacion’s approval as a Field Inspector where two years 
experience is required, and apparently has been verified and accepted by evidence of 
signed and sealed work on pages 28-30 in Section 2 of the Board packet. 
 

o While this type of work constitutes a part of what is considered Engineering Practice 
(design of engineering works and systems), it is necessary to analyze all work that is 
accepted as Engineering Practice according to Florida Statutes which includes the 
following: 
 
…any service or creative work, the adequate performance of which requires 
engineering education, training, and experience in the application of special knowledge 
of the mathematical, physical, and engineering sciences to such services or creative 
work as consultation, investigation, evaluation, planning, and design of 
engineering works and systems, planning the use of land and water, teaching of 
the principles and methods of engineering design, engineering surveys, and the 
inspection of construction for the purpose of determining in general if the work is 
proceeding in compliance with drawings and specifications… 
 
It is significant to note that when applying this standard to evaluating Mr. 
Encarnacion’s engineering practice, his experience more than satisfies the 5 
year requirement according to 104.10.1.1). 
 

o FS 471.005 (7) “Engineering”…A person who practices any branch of engineering; 
who, by verbal claim, sign, advertisement, letterhead, or card, or in any other way, 
represents himself or herself to be an engineer or, through the use of some other title, 
implies that he or she is an engineer or that he or she is licensed under this chapter; 
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or who holds himself or herself out as able to perform, or does perform, any 
engineering service or work or any other service designated by the practitioner which 
is recognized as engineering shall be construed to practice or offer to practice 
engineering within the meaning and intent of this chapter.  
 

o Condensed, the definition of Engineering Practice according to Florida Statues is as 
follows:   
 
“A person who practices any branch of engineering … is licensed under this chapter, or 
who holds himself or herself out as able to perform, or does perform, any engineering 
service or work … which is recognized as engineering shall be construed to practice … 
engineering within the meaning and intent of this chapter.” 
 

o Construe by conventional definition means to interpret or analyze. 
 

 

CONCLUSIONS 
 

• Staff approval of Mr. Encarnacion’s application as a Field Inspector and disapproval as a 
Plans Examiner begs the question that Staff accepts only a small portion of what is 
considered engineering practice (signed and sealed work) and not the totality of engineering 
practice as defined in Florida Statutes; 

 
• Denial of Mr. Encarnacion’s application is based solely on a very narrow interpretation of 

suitable and verifiable experience in Engineering Practice and a phone statement from Mr. 
Gregorio Batista stating that … “Mr. Encarnacion did not perform any structural design or 
structural calculations while employed at his company…;” 

 
• This narrow interpretation is justified by Staff as “not strictly meet(ing) the language of 

section 104.10.1.1”; 
 
• This narrow interpretation of strict language ignores the fact that Mr. Encarnacion 

performed special inspections for G. Batista Engineering during his entire tenure with the 
firm (see Mr. Encarnacion’s work experience on page 26 of Section 2 of the Board Packet), 
along with other verifiable experience of engineering work, which is recognized by Florida 
Statues as Engineering Practice (verifiable work); 
 

• Based on verifiable experience in Engineering Practice that satisfies the 5 year experience 
requirement intent of section 104.10.1.1, Mr. Encarnacion’s application for Structural Plans 
Examiner should be favorably accepted and approved by this board. 
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From: Morell, John
To: Dipietro, James; Kong, Maria; Curry, Brianna; Boselli, Ruth
Cc: Guerasio, Michael; Soto, Rolando
Subject: RE: Agenda item #1
Date: Tuesday, May 3, 2022 10:33:04 AM

Jim,
I have reviewed agenda item #1 and concur with the analysis to recommend for approval.
 
Respectfully
 
Jack Morell
Chief Structural Code Compliance Officer
Broward County Board  of Rules and Appeals
954-765-4500 x 9887
jmorell@broward.org
 

 

From: Dipietro, James <JDIPIETRO@broward.org> 
Sent: Monday, May 2, 2022 12:08 PM
To: Morell, John <JMORELL@broward.org>; Kong, Maria <MKONG@broward.org>; Curry, Brianna
<BCURRY@broward.org>; Boselli, Ruth <RBOSELLI@broward.org>
Cc: Guerasio, Michael <MGUERASIO@broward.org>; Soto, Rolando <ROSOTO@broward.org>
Subject: FW: Agenda item #1
 
Jack, please review the file and independently determine if the person is quailed to serve or not
qualified. Please make this your top priority item on Tuesday. We have a couple of additional files
should you need them.
 
Ruth/Brianna/Pat. Someone will need to start redacting this file on Tuesday to remove social security
numbers, home address etc. of the applicant.
 
Thank you all. Jim
 
954-931-2393
 

From: Guerasio, Michael <MGUERASIO@broward.org> 
Sent: Monday, May 2, 2022 11:36 AM
To: Dipietro, James <JDIPIETRO@broward.org>; Boselli, Ruth <RBOSELLI@broward.org>
Cc: Curry, Brianna <BCURRY@broward.org>; Joseph, Jonda <JONDAJOSEPH@broward.org>; Soto,
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Rolando <ROSOTO@broward.org>; Guerasio, Michael <MGUERASIO@broward.org>
Subject: Agenda item #1
 
Agenda item #1, Encarnacion certification.
 
Thank you
 
Respectfully
Michael Guerasio
Chief Code Compliance Officer, Structural
Board of Rules and Appeals
1 N University Dr., Suite 3500B
Plantation, Florida 33324
954-765-4500 X 9886
broward.org/codeappeals
 

 
Stronger Codes Mean Safer Buildings

              ~Establ ished 1971~

Please consider the Environment before printing
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G:\SHARED\2022 BR&A\BORA Agendas\5. May 12\Item 4 - F-124\BORA Memo Related to Modifying F-124.1 Generator Scope as approvided by FCC.docx

BROWARD COUNTY 

Board of Rules & Appeals 
ONE NORTH UNIVERSITY DRIVE, SUITE 3500-B, PLANTATION, FLORIDA 33324 
PHONE (954) 765-4500 FAX: (954) 765-4504 
http: / /www.broward.org/codeappeals  

To:      Board of Rules and Appeals     
From:  Bryan Parks, Chief Fire Code Official 
Date:   Apri l 14, 2022 
RE:     Modificat ion of F-124.1 Uniform Generator Code; Scope to 
provide clari ty. 

Recommendation 
It is recommended by BORA’S, Fire Code Committee in a vote of 8 to 1 
in favor that F-124.1 be modified to provide more clarity to what specif ic 
type of facil it ies this code section applies to. 

Reason 
This off ice receives numerus complaints from code off icials and 
challenges by the public as i t relates to small homes and faci l it ies which 
are not required by statute or code to instal l generators outside the 
provision found in FS 633.208 which requires a different code adoption 
process.  This off ice has even been questioned by governmental off icial 
as it relates to the applicat ion of this section to private homes being 
used to care for fr iends.  

Proposed Modification F-124.1 
F-124 Uniform Generator Code

F-124.1 Scope The purpose of this document is to provide uniform procedures for the AHJs’ in Broward
County as it pertains to secondary power sources. Any Board and Care occupancy as defined by the
provisions of the Florida Fire Prevention Code (FFPC) as requiring emergency or legally required standby
power, this code that is required to receive an inspection from an AHJ as per Florida State Statute or the
Florida Administrative Code, shall comply with the provisions of this code.

Existing Code Section F-124.1 
F-124  Uniform Generator Code
F-124.1  Scope The purpose of th is  document is  to  prov ide uni form procedures for
the AHJs ’ in Broward County  as  i t  perta ins to secondary power sources. Any
Resident ia l  Board and Care occupancy as def ined by the provis ions of  th is code
that  is  required to receive an inspect ion from an AHJ as per F lor ida State Statute or
the Flor ida Administrat ive Code, shal l  comply with the prov is ions of th is code.
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BROWARD COUNTY 

Board of Rules & Appeals 
ONE NORTH UNIVERSITY DRIVE, SUITE 3500-B, PLANTATION, FLORIDA 33324 

PHONE (954) 765-4500 FAX: (954) 765-4504 
http : / /www.br oward.org /cod eapp ea ls  

To:    Members of the Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals. 
From:     James DiPietro, Administrative Director.  
Date:    May 12, 2022. 
Subject:  First reading of changes to section 101.2 Definitions, Chapter 1, 2020 Florida Building 

Code, 7th Edition adding definitions for “Accredited School” and “Practice”.  

Recommendation 
That BORA adopt by vote, the first reading of changes to section 101.2 Definitions, Chapter 1, 2020 
Florida Building Code, 7th Edition adding definitions for “Accredited School” and “Practice”. 

Reasons 
BORA’s Certification Review Committee discussed the matter and recommended the adoption of 
both definitions to clarify the qualifications stated in section 104 for the certification of building 
officials, assistant building officials, chiefs, plans examiners and inspectors. See Version 1. 
An alternative definition of “Practice” is recommended by BORA’s attorney and staff for your 
consideration. See Version 2. 
Additionally, we alphabetized the Definitions in section 101.2. 

Additional information 
List of attached documents: 

1. Version 1 of revised section 101.2 Definitions, Chapter 1, 2020 Florida Building Code, 7th
Edition with stricken and underlined text to show changes.

2. Version 1 of clean revised section 101.2 Definitions, Chapter 1, 2020 Florida Building
Code, 7th Edition.

3. Minutes of BORA Certification Review Committee meeting.
4. Version 2 of revised section 101.2 Definitions, Chapter 1, 2020 Florida Building Code,

7th Edition with stricken and underlined text to show changes with additional language
recommended by staff.

5. Version 2 of clean revised section 101.2 Definitions, Chapter 1, 2020 Florida Building
Code, 7th Edition with additional language recommended by staff.

6. Florida Statute (F.S.) 471.005(7) and F.S. 481.203(2), definition of “Engineering” and
“Architecture”.

Respectfully Submitted, 
James DiPietro. 
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DRAFT  
Version 1 

101.2.2 Definitions.  

A. Accredited school –means a school that meets the same criteria that the State of 
Florida DPBR uses in evaluating a school for licensing or registration of Engineers and 
Architects. 
A B. AHJ (means Authority Having Jurisdiction) shall be a federal, state, local (Building 
or Fire Service Provider), or individual such as a Building Official, Assistant Building 
Official; Chief Electrical/Mechanical/Plumbing/Structural Inspector; Fire Chief; Fire 
Marshal/Fire Code Official; or Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals.  
C. Architect means Registered Architect, registered in the State of Florida.  
E D. BCAIB means the Building Code Administrators and Inspectors Board.  
B E. BORA means the Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals.  
N F. CILB means the Florida Construction Industry Licensing Board.  
O G. ECLB means the Florida Electrical Contractors Licensing Board.  
D H. Engineer means licensed Professional Engineer, licensed in the State of Florida.  
I. FAC means Florida Administrative Code.  
F J. FFPC means the adopted Florida Fire Prevention Code including the Broward 
County Local Fire Amendments to the Florida Fire Prevention Code.  
K. Fire Code Manager/Administrator means Fire Code Official or Fire Marshal.  
J L. Fire Service Provider means Fire Department.  
M. G.C. means an unlimited General Contractor licensed by either the CILB, the 
Broward County Central Examining Board or the Miami-Dade Construction Trades 
Qualifying Board.  
G N. HVHZ means the High Velocity Hurricane Zone.  
M. Practice – the term practice as it relates to Architects and Engineers is deemed to 
be the active engagement in the field of Architecture or Engineering. 
L N. SFBC means South Florida Building Code, Broward Edition.  
H O. State means the State of Florida.  
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DRAFT  
Version 1 Clean 

 
101.2.2 Definitions.  

A. Accredited school –means a school that meets the same criteria that the State of 
Florida DPBR uses in evaluating a school for licensing or registration of Engineers 
and Architects. 

B. AHJ (means Authority Having Jurisdiction) shall be a federal, state, local (Building or 
Fire Service Provider), or individual such as a Building Official, Assistant Building 
Official; Chief Electrical/Mechanical/Plumbing/Structural Inspector; Fire Chief; Fire 
Marshal/Fire Code Official; or Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals.  

C. Architect means Registered Architect, registered in the State of Florida.  
D. BCAIB means the Building Code Administrators and Inspectors Board.  
E. BORA means the Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals.  
F. CILB means the Florida Construction Industry Licensing Board.  
G. ECLB means the Florida Electrical Contractors Licensing Board.  
H. Engineer means licensed Professional Engineer, licensed in the State of Florida.  
I. FAC means Florida Administrative Code.  
J. FFPC means the adopted Florida Fire Prevention Code including the Broward 

County Local Fire Amendments to the Florida Fire Prevention Code.  
K. Fire Code Manager/Administrator means Fire Code Official or Fire Marshal.  
L. Fire Service Provider means Fire Department.  
M. G.C. means an unlimited General Contractor licensed by either the CILB, the 

Broward County Central Examining Board or the Miami-Dade Construction Trades 
Qualifying Board.  

N. HVHZ means the High Velocity Hurricane Zone.  
O. Practice – the term practice as it relates to Architects and Engineers is deemed to 

be the active engagement in the field of Architecture or Engineering. 
P. SFBC means South Florida Building Code, Broward Edition.  
Q. State means the State of Florida.  
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Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals 
Certification Standards Review Committee 

September 16, 2019 Meeting Minutes 
 

Call to order: 
Chairman D’Attile called a published meeting of the Certification Standards Review Committee 
to order at 9:10 a.m. at Deicke Auditorium, 5701 Cypress Road, Plantation, Florida.  The roll 
was called, and the following members were present: 
 
Present:  
Gregg D’Attile, Chair 
Stephen E. Bailey 
Adnan “Danny” Ezzeddine 
Jack Fisher 
Claudio Grande 
Michael Guerasio 
Andre Bendavid  
Miguel Nunez 
Lisa Synalovski 
 

Approval of Minutes – May 16, 2019 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Guerasio and seconded by Mr. Fisher to approve the May 16, 2019 
minutes as submitted.  Motion passed by unanimous vote of 9-0. 
 
Business Items: 
 
1. Discussion on Section 101.2.2, Definitions 
 

a. Accredited – the term accredited is intended to mean a school that meets the same 
criteria that the State of Florida DPBR uses in evaluating a school for licensing or 
registration of Engineers and Architects 

 
Mr. Guerasio, Chief Structural Code Compliance Officer, advised that this would be a new 
definition added. 
 
Mr. Daniel Lavrich, Chairman of the Board of Rules and Appeals, commented that this term 
appears in several locations of the code.  The question as to who would be the accrediting 
entity.  There was consensus that the definition would be a clarification.   
 
A motion was made by Mr. Nunez and seconded by Mr. Ezzeddine to accept the item as 
presented.  The motion passed by unanimous vote of 9-0. 
 
 
 

b. Experience – the term experience is intended to mean experience in the State of 
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Florida 
 
Mr. Guerasio noted this term was eliminated at the May 16th meeting.   
 
c. Practice – the term practice as it relates to Architects and Engineers is deemed to 

be the active engagement in the field of Architecture or Engineering 
 
Mr. Bailey raised the question of defining active engagement.  Discussion ensued as to whether 
actively signing and sealing plans is necessary for an architect or engineer to be in active 
engagement.  The individual could be active in the practice of designing or producing contract 
documents.  Mr. Guerasio advised that the intention was that the individual is actually using 
their seal.  It was never intended to mean a draftsman or internship.  Mr. Lavrich commented 
that an individual may possess a license for a  number of years but not be practicing in the 
profession.  It should not qualify for experience in the profession.  An individual could be actively 
practicing without signing and sealing plans.   Some discussion followed as to the importance of 
the resume in showing experience and qualifications.    

 
A motion was made by Mr. Grande and seconded by Mr. Synalovski to accept the item as 
presented.  The motion passed by unanimous vote of 9-0. 
 

2. Discussion on Certification Sections:  Michael Guerasio 
 

a) 104.12.3 – 104.16.3.4 Certification of Inspectors 
 
Mr. Grande pointed out at the last meeting he thought language was going to be revised to 
show the hiring individual or authority having jurisdiction (AHJ) and not the government agency. 
 The AHJ is the building official that appoints the inspector, not the municipality.  Mr. Guerasio 
advised that “appointing authority” aligns with Miami-Dade language.  Mr. Grande recalled that 
the Administrative Director was going to consult with the Board Attorney for his interpretation.  
Mr. Guerasio indicated this was reviewed by the Board Attorney.  Mr. Ezzeddine commented 
that the appointing authority is the political entity of any governmental organization.  He 
questioned politicians appointing inspectors and disagreed with the term, “appointing authority”. 
  
 
Ms. Synalovski asked that this matter be referred to the Board Attorney and indicate to him that 
the Committee would like this point revisited.  Chairman D’Attile indicated that he would like to 
conclude the Committee’s work at this meeting. 
 
Mr. Synalovski made a motion and Mr. Ezzeddine seconded the motion to recommend to the 
Board of Rules and Appeals that this language be changed to include authority having 
jurisdiction (AHJ), including a clarification to the Board that this is a concern to the building 
officials.  The motion passed by a vote of 8-1, with Mr. Bailey voting no.    
 
During discussion of the above motion, Mr. Bailey pointed out that once the inspector is 
appointed, the appointment has to be presented to the Board, therefore he did not think the 
language is problematic.  He did not think that politicians would get involved.  
 
Mr. Lavrich pointed out that the appointing authority appoints  the individuals who become the 
AHJ.  As such, he believed the proposed language is correct.   Mr. Ezzeddine did not think the 
politicians would have the same understanding.  Mr. Lavrich suggested the Committee request 
the Board Attorney’s opinion or approve the item with a request that the term be clarified by the 
Board Attorney.  Mr. Bailey reiterated that regardless of who appoints, the Board remains the 
approver.  He felt that appointing authority is broader and intended to be so.  Mr. Nunez agreed 
with Mr. Grande.  He felt it should remain AHJ regardless of the Board Attorney’s opinion.  It 
was pointed out that the concern is that a mayor or city manager could appoint an individual.  
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Mr. Ezzeddine questioned creating another layer with appointing authority.  The city attorneys 
will not make an interpretation against the politicians.  Mr. Lavrich commented that the 
appointing authority vary from city to city.  It may not be that the building official appoints these 
individuals.  Perhaps the building official only recommends.  He did not think this is for the 
Board of Rules and Appeals to decide.   
 
Chairman D’Attile commented from a contractor’s point of view, uniformity throughout the cities 
is helpful.   
 
Mr. Grande emphasized the discussion is about appointment of inspectors which is done by the 
building official, therefore it should be revised to AHJ.  Mr. Fisher believed that political 
appointments occur in Miami-Dade.  He would prefer to steer away from that environment. Mr. 
Grande indicated that this is important to building officials.  Mr. Lavrich felt the term is generic.   
 
Discussion ended; the vote is reflected above.   
 
With reference to Section 104.12.3.3, Mr. Guerasio explained this change of credited years for 
having a bachelor’s degree is recommended to have the same ratio as the credit for having an 
Associate Degree.    
 
No discussion or objection. 
 
With reference to Section 104.15, Mr. Guerasio noted that the description of the type of 
inspector certification was changed from “structural” to “standard” to conform with the license 
name.  He went on to explain the reorganizing edits made for the roofing category.  He also 
noted the addition of 104.15.3.1 providing a new opportunity for roofing contractors to be 
certified in the same way as a structural inspector certification. 
 
No discussion or objection. 
 
Mr. Guerasio noted additional language in 104.16.3.3, “building contractor of residential 
contractor” license for Limited Building or Residential Inspector certifications.  In 104.16.3.1, 
“structural” was changed to “standard” as mentioned earlier.  Unnecessary language in 
104.16.3.1.2 as it is contained under General Contractor.   
 
There was no objection.     
 

b) 104.9-4.10.4.2 Certification of the Plans Examiners 
 
Mr. Guerasio explained that unnecessary language in Section 104.10.1.1.2 as to requirements 
to become an inspector is proposed to be removed as it is addressed under the code relating to 
inspectors.  In Section 104.10.1.2 is proposed to be revised to allow for a limited structural 
inspector to progress to limited plans examiner.  Also, two years as a structural inspector is 
required to qualify for plans examiner unless like mechanical, electrical and plumbing disciplines 
(MEP) where one year is required.  It was noted that the reasoning was simply to advance 
people more quickly.   

 
After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Mr. Nunez and seconded by Mr. Grande to 
make the change to one-year experience as a structural inspector in order to qualify as a plans 
examiner.  The motion passed by unanimous vote of 9-0.  
 
Mr. Guerasio noted that Section 104.10.2.1.2 was reworded and applied for all of the MEP 
sections.  There was no objection.  
 

c) 104.3-104-8.2 Certification of the Chief Inspectors 
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Mr. Guerasio advised that changes in this area was to cleanup/streamline the language so as 
not to repeat the previous requirements.  There was no objection.      
 

d) 104.1-104.2.2 Certification of the Building Official and the Assistant Building Official   
 
Mr. Guerasio advised that this was covered in the Committee’s previous meeting.  He felt that 
use of the term, appointing authority, is appropriate in that the city manager appoints the 
building official.  There was concurrence that the term, appointing authority, would be used 
except for the third instance in Section 104.1.1.1a where it should be AHJ.   
 
A motion was made by Mr. Grande and seconded by Mr. Nunez to accept all proposed changes 
for Item 2a, b, c, and d.  The motion passed by unanimous vote of 9-0.   
 
There was a brief recess 
 

3. Discussion on Licensing Board’s Equivalencies to BORA’s Certification Requirements 
 
Mr. Rolando Soto, Chief Mechanical Code Compliance Officer, reviewed information in the 
memorandum from Otto Vinas, Chief Plumbing Code Compliance Officer, dated July 31, 2019 
provided to the Committee.  He noted that Mr. Vinas was not able to attend this evening.  He 
went on to explain that this was a staff denial of an application for certification as a plumbing 
inspector.  The individual does not have a plumbing contractor or journeyman license from the 
State of Florida, or Broward or Miami-Dade counties.  The individual holds a journeyman license 
and a contractor’s license from the State of Illinois and the City of Chicago.  The Building 
Official’s position was that those are equivalent, but the staff disagreed.  This matter was 
presented to the Board of Rules and Appeals at their September 12th meeting and the Board 
referred the case to this Committee for their opinion.  None of the licensing entities (Section 
104.14.3.2) will reciprocate with another state.   
 
Mr. Bailey believed that if the Committee does not approve this modification, the individual 
would like the opportunity to take the appropriate exam and then reapply to the Board of Rules 
and Appeals.  Mr. Soto indicated that staff is not questioning the experience, but rather they are 
questioning his license.  If he was to obtain a license from any of the entities in Section 
104.14.3.2, staff does not see a problem with the application.  Mr. Lavrich noted that the 
individual has a Florida plumbing inspector certification which is required by the Board of Rules 
and Appeals.  The Board also requires a journeyman or master’s license.   
 
Ms. Synalovski felt the individual should secure a Florida license and then reapply.  Mr. Lavrich 
explained that the Board does not have the power to approve the application because he does 
not meet the code which is specific.   
 
Mr. Soto explained this matter is before the Committee to give them the opportunity to make a 
recommendation to the Board.  This building official believes that a license from another area 
should be accepted.  He went on to explain the thinking behind why a contractor’s license is 
required for an inspector having to do with their interaction with contractors on job sites in 
seeing that the code is followed.   
 
A motion was made by Ms. Synalovski and seconded by Mr. Ezzeddine recommending that the 
applicant comply with Section 104.14.3.2.  The motion passed by unanimous vote of 9-0.   
 

4. General Discussion    
 
Mr. Guerasio asked whether the Committee would like to create a category in the code for 
roofing plans examiner.  The Committee was not receptive.  
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Mr. Guerasio asked if the Committee would like to include residential and building contractors 
for qualifying to be a building official in the certification requirements.  There was no consensus 
to do so.    
 
For a roofing inspector, Mr. Guerasio felt the language referencing architect or professional 
engineer which is identical to the structural inspector is unnecessary.  There was no consensus 
to make the change.   
 
Chairman D’Attile advised that these recommendations will be presented to the Board.   

   
5. Public Comment – 3-minute time limit – none 

  
6. Set Next Meeting Date – unnecessary 

 
7. Adjournment 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 10:50 a.m. 
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DRAFT  
Version 2 

 
101.2.2 Definitions.  

A. Accredited school –means a school that meets the same criteria that the State of 
Florida DPBR uses in evaluating a school for licensing or registration of Engineers and 
Architects. 
A B. AHJ (means Authority Having Jurisdiction) shall be a federal, state, local (Building 
or Fire Service Provider), or individual such as a Building Official, Assistant Building 
Official; Chief Electrical/Mechanical/Plumbing/Structural Inspector; Fire Chief; Fire 
Marshal/Fire Code Official; or Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals.  
C. Architect means Registered Architect, registered in the State of Florida.  
E D. BCAIB means the Building Code Administrators and Inspectors Board.  
B E. BORA means the Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals.  
N F. CILB means the Florida Construction Industry Licensing Board.  
O G. ECLB means the Florida Electrical Contractors Licensing Board.  
D H. Engineer means licensed Professional Engineer, licensed in the State of Florida.  
I. FAC means Florida Administrative Code.  
F J. FFPC means the adopted Florida Fire Prevention Code including the Broward 
County Local Fire Amendments to the Florida Fire Prevention Code.  
K. Fire Code Manager/Administrator means Fire Code Official or Fire Marshal.  
J L. Fire Service Provider means Fire Department.  
M. G.C. means an unlimited General Contractor licensed by either the CILB, the 
Broward County Central Examining Board or the Miami-Dade Construction Trades 
Qualifying Board.  
G N. HVHZ means the High Velocity Hurricane Zone.  
M. Practice – the term practice as it relates to Architects and Engineers is deemed to 
be the active engagement in the field of Architecture or Engineering. See 
F.S.471.005(7) and/or F.S.481.203(2), for definitions of “Engineering” and/or 
“Architecture”. 
L N. SFBC means South Florida Building Code, Broward Edition.  
H O. State means the State of Florida.  
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DRAFT  

Version 2 Clean 
 
101.2.2 Definitions.  

A. Accredited school –means a school that meets the same criteria that the State of 
Florida DPBR uses in evaluating a school for licensing or registration of Engineers 
and Architects. 

B. AHJ (means Authority Having Jurisdiction) shall be a federal, state, local (Building or 
Fire Service Provider), or individual such as a Building Official, Assistant Building 
Official; Chief Electrical/Mechanical/Plumbing/Structural Inspector; Fire Chief; Fire 
Marshal/Fire Code Official; or Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals.  

C. Architect means Registered Architect, registered in the State of Florida.  
D. BCAIB means the Building Code Administrators and Inspectors Board.  
E. BORA means the Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals.  
F. CILB means the Florida Construction Industry Licensing Board.  
G. ECLB means the Florida Electrical Contractors Licensing Board.  
H. Engineer means licensed Professional Engineer, licensed in the State of Florida.  
I. FAC means Florida Administrative Code.  
J. FFPC means the adopted Florida Fire Prevention Code including the Broward 

County Local Fire Amendments to the Florida Fire Prevention Code.  
K. Fire Code Manager/Administrator means Fire Code Official or Fire Marshal.  
L. Fire Service Provider means Fire Department.  
M. G.C. means an unlimited General Contractor licensed by either the CILB, the 

Broward County Central Examining Board or the Miami-Dade Construction Trades 
Qualifying Board.  

N. HVHZ means the High Velocity Hurricane Zone.  
O. Practice – the term practice as it relates to Architects and Engineers is deemed to 

be the active engagement in the field of Architecture or Engineering. See 
F.S.471.005(7) and/or F.S.481.203(2), for definitions of “Engineering” and/or 
“Architecture”. 

P. SFBC means South Florida Building Code, Broward Edition.  
Q. State means the State of Florida.  
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 The 2021 Florida Statutes 
 

 

Title XXXII 
REGULATION OF PROFESSIONS AND OCCUPATIONS 

Chapter 471 
ENGINEERING 

View Entire Chapter  

 

471.005 Definitions.—As used in this chapter, the term: 
(1) “Board” means the Board of Professional Engineers. 
(2) “Board of directors” means the board of directors of the Florida Engineers Management 

Corporation. 

(3) “Defense company” means any business entity that holds a valid Department of Defense 

contract or any business entity that is a subcontractor under a valid Department of Defense 

contract. The term includes any business entity that holds valid contracts or subcontracts for 

products or services for military use under prime contracts with the United States Department of 

Defense, the United States Department of State, or the United States Coast Guard. 

(4) “Department” means the Department of Business and Professional Regulation. 

(5) “Engineer” includes the terms “professional engineer” and “licensed engineer” and means 

a person who is licensed to engage in the practice of engineering under this chapter. 

(6) “Engineer intern” means a person who has graduated from an engineering curriculum 

approved by the board and has passed the fundamentals of engineering examination as provided by 

rules adopted by the board. 

(7) “Engineering” includes the term “professional engineering” and means any service or 

creative work, the adequate performance of which requires engineering education, training, and 

experience in the application of special knowledge of the mathematical, physical, and engineering 

sciences to such services or creative work as consultation, investigation, evaluation, planning, and 

design of engineering works and systems, planning the use of land and water, teaching of the 

principles and methods of engineering design, engineering surveys, and the inspection of 

construction for the purpose of determining in general if the work is proceeding in compliance with 

drawings and specifications, any of which embraces such services or work, either public or private, 

in connection with any utilities, structures, buildings, machines, equipment, processes, work 

systems, projects, and industrial or consumer products or equipment of a mechanical, electrical, 

hydraulic, pneumatic, or thermal nature, insofar as they involve safeguarding life, health, or 

property; and includes such other professional services as may be necessary to the planning, 

progress, and completion of any engineering services. A person who practices any branch of 

engineering; who, by verbal claim, sign, advertisement, letterhead, or card, or in any other way, 

represents himself or herself to be an engineer or, through the use of some other title, implies that 

he or she is an engineer or that he or she is licensed under this chapter; or who holds himself or 

herself out as able to perform, or does perform, any engineering service or work or any other 

service designated by the practitioner which is recognized as engineering shall be construed to 

practice or offer to practice engineering within the meaning and intent of this chapter.   
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 The 2021 Florida Statutes 
 

 

Title XXXII 
REGULATION OF PROFESSIONS 

AND OCCUPATIONS 

Chapter 481 
ARCHITECTURE, INTERIOR DESIGN, AND 

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

View Entire 
Chapter  

 

481.203 Definitions.—As used in this part, the term: 
(1) “Architect” or “registered architect” means a natural person who is licensed under this 

part to engage in the practice of architecture. 
(2) “Architecture” means the rendering or offering to render services in connection with the 

design and construction of a structure or group of structures which have as their principal purpose 

human habitation or use, and the utilization of space within and surrounding such structures. These 

services include planning, providing preliminary study designs, drawings and specifications, job-site 

inspection, and administration of construction contracts. 
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                                  BROWARD COUNTY 

 Board of Rules & Appeals 
                       1 North University Drive, Suite 3500B, Plantation, Florida 33324 
 

 
To:  Members of the Board of Rules and Appeals 
 
From:  Administrative Director 

 
Date:  May 12, 2022 
 
Re:  Amendment to Section 110.15, Chapter 1, Florida Building Code, 7th Edition 

– Adding Fee-Simple Townhouses designed and constructed according to 
definitions and requirements for townhouses in the Florida Building and 
Residential Codes to the Building Safety Inspection Program Exempt 
Properties 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
This amendment was approved on 1st reading on April 14, 2022 and is scheduled for 2nd reading and 
public hearing on May 12, 2022. 
 
 

 
James DiPietro 
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To: 
From: 
Date: 
Re: 

 BROWARD COUNTY

 Board 
 

of Rules & Appeals 
   1 North University Drive, Suite 3500B, Plantation, Florida 33324 

Members of the Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals 

Administrative Director 

April 14, 2022 

Proposed change to Broward County Amendments (Chapter 1), Section 110.15 adding 
“fee-simple Townhouses designed and constructed according to the definitions 
and requirements for townhouses as stated in the FBC Building and FBC Residential 
Codes” to the exempt properties from the 40-year Building Safety Inspection 
Program. 

RECOMMENDATION 
That BORA approve by vote, the first reading of staff’s proposed language change to Section 110.15 
“Building Safety Inspection Program” of Broward County Amendments (Chapter 1) Florida Building 

Code (FBC) 7th Edition 2020.

REASONS 
This code revision will clarify whether fee-simple townhouses designed and constructed 
according to the definitions and requirements for townhouses as stated in the FBC Building and FBC 
Residential Codes are exempt from the 40-year Building Safety Inspection Program and promote 
uniform enforcement throughout Broward County. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
Existing Language: 
110.15 Building Safety Inspection Program. BORA has established a building 
safety inspection program for buildings and structures that have been in existence for a period of 40 
years or longer. BORA by written policy shall establish the guidelines and criteria which will be the 
minimum requirements for the Building Safety Inspection Program. The Building Official shall 
enforce the building safety inspection Program. U. S. Government buildings, State of Florida 
buildings, buildings built on Indian Reservations, Schools buildings under the jurisdiction of the 
Broward County School Board, One- and Two-Family Dwellings, and minor structures defined as 
buildings or structures in any occupancy group having a gross floor area less than three thousand 
five hundred (3,500) square feet; are exempt from this program. 

Proposed Language: 
110.15 Building Safety Inspection Program. BORA has established a building safety 
inspection program for buildings and structures that have been in existence for a period of 40 years or 
longer. BORA by written policy shall establish the guidelines and criteria which will be the minimum 
requirements for the Building Safety Inspection Program. The Building Official shall enforce the 
building safety inspection Program. U. S. Government buildings, State of Florida buildings, buildings 
built on Indian Reservations, Schools buildings under the jurisdiction of the Broward County School 
Board, One- and Two-Family Dwellings, fee-simple Townhouses designed and constructed 
according to the definitions and requirements for townhouses as stated in the FBC Building 
and FBC Residential Codes, and minor structures defined as buildings or structures in any 
occupancy group having a gross floor area less than three thousand five hundred (3,500) 
square feet; are exempt from this program.

Respectfully submitted, 
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Building Safety Inspection Program: Summary of Notices Sent and Inspection Reports Received for 2019, 2020 and 2021 

MUNICIPALITY Total number of buildings for 2019, 
2020 and 2021? 

BORA 
BUILDING 

AUDIT REVIEW 

Date range that the notices were 
sent? 

How many inspection reports 
were returned to your department 
for 2019, 2020 and 2021? 

Sent to Magistrate or Code 
Enforcement/Extensions 

AUDITED 
BY CITY 
(AFTER 
03-25-22) 

NOTES 

Broward County 47 OK July 2019 - August 2021 34 13 • 100% Complete

Coconut Creek 68 June 2019 - June 2021 68 • 100% Complete

Cooper City 14 12/04/2020 - 11/29/2021 13 1 YES • 100% Complete

Coral Springs 318 OK June - August 273 45 YES • 100% Complete

Dania Beach 68 June 2019 - June 2021 60 

Davie 115 OK 07/26/2019 - 07/12/2021 94 19 YES 
• 1 property was sold after 1st letter sent. Sent request to new 
owner; 1 in contact with engineer, reports are done, waiting on 
submittal. 100% Complete 

Deerfield Beach 249 OK 06/20/19 - 06/11/2021 198 51 • 100% Complete

Fort Lauderdale 7,969 08/20/2019 - 10/31/2021 6,253 1,716 YES • 100% Complete

Hallandale Beach 126 06/30/2021 - 07/22/2021 80 

Hillsboro Beach 6 Summer 5  1 YES • 100% Complete

Hollywood 2,027 June 2019 - December 2021 1,915 112 YES 
• Remaining 112: (5) Properties were written up for non-compliant; 
(107) staff is working on NOV for remainder. 100% Complete

Lauderdale-by-the-Sea 54 07/02/2021 - 08/16/2021 49 4 YES • 1 removed administratively. 100% Complete

Lauderdale Lakes 110 08/26/2019 - 06/28/2021 56 

Lauderhill 108 July - August 2021 95 13 YES • 100% Complete

Lazy Lake NO INSPECTIONS REQUIRED 

Lighthouse Point 32 07/16/2019 - 08/13/2021 25  5 YES 

Margate 128 09/11/2019 - 08/19/2021 119 10 YES • 1 Additional Voluntary Report Received. 100% Complete

Miramar 67 08/05/2019 - 07/13/2021 56 

North Lauderdale 111 September 2019 - August 2021 85  25 YES  • 1 Extension; 25 Code Cases; 7 Repairs

Oakland Park 390 08/29/2019 - 07/14/2021 256 134 YES • 100% Complete

Parkland NO INSPECTIONS REQUIRED 

Pembroke Park 27 07/10/2019 - 06/15/2021 23 4 • 100% Complete

Pembroke Pines 89 June 2019 - June 2022 37 

Plantation 983 08/12/2019 - 11/19/2021 815 168 YES • 129 Special Magistrate; 39 extensions. 100% Complete

Pompano Beach 757 04/20/2021 - 08/10-2021 415 342 YES • 100% Complete

Sea Ranch Lakes NO INSPECTIONS REQUIRED 

Southwest Ranches NO INSPECTIONS REQUIRED 

Sunrise 159 August 2019 - September 2021 147 12 YES • 100% Complete

Tamarac 81 May 2020 - November 2021 65 

West Park 50 June 2021 25 

Weston 164 02/06/2020 - 06/28/2021 110 54 YES • 100% Complete

Wilton Manors 79 07/14/2021 - 08/26/2021 57 22 • 100% Complete

TOTAL 14,428 14,204 

BSIP Survey Updates as of May 2, 2022 
1
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 Broward County 
 Board of Rules and Appeals 
  1 North University Drive, Suite 3500B, Plantation, Florida 33324 

G:\SHARED\2022 BR&A\BORA Agendas\5. May 12\Item 8 - Contact Hours Survey Results\Memo - Contact Hours Survey Results.docx 

To: Members of the Board of Rules and Appeals 

From: Brianna Curry, Administrative Specialist 

Date: May 12, 2022 

Re: Conceptual Review – Question concerning the combination of virtual and in-person 
classes, and whether to retain the 28 required contact hours in a 2-year certification cycle 
or reduce the number of hours required 

Attached please find documentation related to the survey results of the Draft Language for Changes to 
Chapter 1, Section 104.18.1.3 Survey. A survey was created after the BORA Open Discussion Meeting 
held on April 20, 2022. The survey was sent to 28 building officials throughout Broward County as well 
as the BORA Chief Code Compliance Officers and the Administrative Director. Our office received 14 
responses from the building officials, reflecting a 50 percent vote. Also, 7 responses from the staff, 
reflecting a 100 percent vote. Each participant was able to vote once, and all votes were anonymous. 

The final question of the survey read: “If you are in favor lowering the individual continuing education 
hour requirements in question #5, what amount of hours would you recommend?”  

The results of the survey show that three building officials suggested 14 continuing education hours, one 
building official suggested 20 continuing education hours, and another building official suggested 24 
continuing education hours. 

The results of the survey show that BORA Chief Code Compliance Officers are not in favor of lowering 
the individual continuing education hour requirements. One Chief Code Compliance Officer stated: “The 
local code should be more restrictive than state and the increased hours need to take in consideration 
education of local Broward Code. You could lose local certification.” 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Brianna Curry  
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Draft Language for Changes to Chapter 1, Section 104.18.1.3 – Survey Responses 

April 28, 2022 

Question Data Summaries 
NOTE: Responses for Question #6 can be found in the individual responses. 
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Draft Language for Changes to Chapter 1, Section 104.18.1.3

1 / 1

35.71% 5

64.29% 9

Q1
Are you in support of the current rule in section 104.18.1.3 that 50
percent or more of the individual continuing education certification

requirement be conducted in a live setting and the other 50 percent or less
of the individual continuing education certification requirement be

conducted online?  Yes, or no?
Answered: 14
 Skipped: 0

TOTAL 14

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Yes

No

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Yes

No
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Draft Language for Changes to Chapter 1, Section 104.18.1.3

1 / 1

64.29% 9

35.71% 5

Q2
Are you in support of changing the current rule in section 104.18.1.3
that the individual continuing education certification requirement could be

conducted at 100 percent online with the option to allow continuing
education classes in a live setting also? Yes, or no?

Answered: 14
 Skipped: 0

TOTAL 14

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Yes

No

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Yes

No
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Draft Language for Changes to Chapter 1, Section 104.18.1.3

1 / 1

42.86% 6

57.14% 8

Q3
Are you in favor of retaining the 28-hour individual continuing education
certification hour requirements as expressed in section 104.18.1.3? Yes, or

no?
Answered: 14
 Skipped: 0

TOTAL 14

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Yes

No

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Yes

No
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Draft Language for Changes to Chapter 1, Section 104.18.1.3

1 / 1

50.00% 7

50.00% 7

Q4
Are you in favor of lowering the individual continuing education hour
requirements in section 104.18.1.3 to 24 hours? Yes, or no?

Answered: 14
 Skipped: 0

TOTAL 14

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Yes

No

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Yes

No
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Draft Language for Changes to Chapter 1, Section 104.18.1.3

1 / 1

42.86% 6

57.14% 8

Q5
Are you in favor of lowering the individual continuing education hour
requirements in section 104.18.1.3 to less than 24 hours? Yes, or no?

Answered: 14
 Skipped: 0

TOTAL 14

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Yes

No

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Yes

No
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Draft Language for Changes to Chapter 1, Section 104.18.1.3

1 / 1

14.29% 2

57.14% 8

28.57% 4

Q6
If you are in favor lowering the individual continuing education hour
requirements in question #5, what amount of hours would you

recommend?
Answered: 14
 Skipped: 0

TOTAL 14

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Yes

No

Please specify

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Yes

No

Please specify
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BORA CCCOs – Draft Language for Changes to Chapter 1, Section 104.18.1.3 – Survey Responses 

April 26, 2022 

Question Data Summaries 
NOTE: Responses for Question #6 can be found in the individual responses. 
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BORA CCCOs - Copy of Draft Language for Changes to Chapter 1, Section 104.18.1.3

1 / 1

57.14% 4

42.86% 3

Q1
Are you in support of the current rule in section 104.18.1.3 that 50
percent or more of the individual continuing education certification

requirement be conducted in a live setting and the other 50 percent or less
of the individual continuing education certification requirement be

conducted online?  Yes, or no?
Answered: 7
 Skipped: 0

TOTAL 7

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Yes

No

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Yes

No
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BORA CCCOs - Copy of Draft Language for Changes to Chapter 1, Section 104.18.1.3

1 / 1

42.86% 3

57.14% 4

Q2
Are you in support of changing the current rule in section 104.18.1.3
that the individual continuing education certification requirement could be

conducted at 100 percent online with the option to allow continuing
education classes in a live setting also? Yes, or no?

Answered: 7
 Skipped: 0

TOTAL 7

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Yes

No

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Yes

No
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BORA CCCOs - Copy of Draft Language for Changes to Chapter 1, Section 104.18.1.3

1 / 1

85.71% 6

14.29% 1

Q3
Are you in favor of retaining the 28-hour individual continuing education
certification hour requirements as expressed in section 104.18.1.3? Yes, or

no?
Answered: 7
 Skipped: 0

TOTAL 7

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Yes

No

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Yes

No
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BORA CCCOs - Copy of Draft Language for Changes to Chapter 1, Section 104.18.1.3

1 / 1

14.29% 1

85.71% 6

Q4
Are you in favor of lowering the individual continuing education hour
requirements in section 104.18.1.3 to 24 hours? Yes, or no?

Answered: 7
 Skipped: 0

TOTAL 7

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Yes

No

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Yes

No
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BORA CCCOs - Copy of Draft Language for Changes to Chapter 1, Section 104.18.1.3

1 / 1

0.00% 0

100.00% 7

Q5
Are you in favor of lowering the individual continuing education hour
requirements in section 104.18.1.3 to less than 24 hours? Yes, or no?

Answered: 7
 Skipped: 0

TOTAL 7

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Yes

No

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Yes

No
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BORA CCCOs - Copy of Draft Language for Changes to Chapter 1, Section 104.18.1.3

1 / 1

0.00% 0

71.43% 5

28.57% 2

Q6
If you are in favor lowering the individual continuing education hour
requirements in question #5, what amount of hours would you

recommend?
Answered: 7
 Skipped: 0

TOTAL 7

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Yes

No

Please specify

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Yes

No

Please specify
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104.18 Recertification of Building Departments and Building Code Inspection Enforcement Personnel. 

104.18.1 All Building Departments shall be recertified biennially by BORA. To be recertified, all Building Officials, 
Assistant Building Officials, Chief Inspectors, Plans Examiners, and Inspectors who are presently certified by BORA, 
shall meet the following criteria and comply with the current requirements for initial certification:  

104.18.1.1 Be currently certified by BORA.  

104.18.1.2 Be presently employed by a governmental AHJ (Building Department) within Broward County. See 
Section 104.17.  

104.18.1.3 All Building Officials, Assistant Building Officials, Chief Inspectors, Plans Examiners, and Inspectors, 
to be recertified shall obtain twenty-eight (28) contact hours within a two (2) consecutive calendar year biennial 
renewal period (starting January 1, on an even year, through December 31, of the next odd year) by attending 
classroom or online education courses, workshops, and seminars, any of which shall be approved by BORA, the 
Miami-Dade County Code Compliance Office, or the Florida Department of Business and Professional 
Regulation. Continuing education contact hours shall include courses approved as discipline specific category 
(courses which are specific to the code chapters enforced by the specific discipline) and non-discipline specific 
category. Specific courses mandated for license holders by the State of Florida Boards shall be classified as non-
discipline specific, unless clearly indicated as discipline specific by a State agency. A minimum of one-half (½) of 
the twenty-eight (28) contact hours within a two (2) consecutive calendar year biennial renewal period shall be 
discipline specific category. Meetings of BORA Committees shall be counted as one (1) hour in the non-discipline 
specific category and professional association meetings shall be counted as not to exceed one (1) hour in the 
discipline specific category for a maximum of fourteen (14) contact hours within a two (2) consecutive calendar 
year biennial renewal period. Only a maximum of half of the twenty-eight (28) required contact hours can be 
attended online.  

Exception: Due to the COVID-19 health emergency, for the 2020—2021 recertification cycle online courses 
approved by FL DBPR are acceptable for the twenty-eight (28) required contact hours. This exception expires on 
December 31, 2021. 
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