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	The Go SOLAR Fest was a Shining Success!
The Go SOLAR Fest proved to be a popular event with over 1,225 attendees, 54 exhibitors and 37 speakers for the two-day event. The Go SOLAR Fest was considered by many to be a shining success. South Florida residents along with small business owners were treated to a jam packed two-day agenda which highlighted solar for South Florida.
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Broward County Mayor Kristin Jacobs gives the opening remarks at the Go SOLAR Fest. Seated behind the Mayor are Congresswoman Debbie Wasserman Schultz and Congressman Ted Deutch’s Broward County Director, Theresa Breir.

Congresswoman Debbie Wasserman Schultz speaks at the Go SOLAR Fest.

On Friday, January 25, Broward County Mayor Kristin Jacobs delivered the opening remarks. “This event is an exciting opportunity to promote solar within Broward County, showcase Broward County and its partners’ successes, and lay the groundwork for future solar-related grants. We look to you for assistance as we aim to accomplish the goal of renewable energy here in Broward County and our region at large.”
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Congressman Ted Deutch Broward County Director, Theresa Breir, presents the Congressional Record at the Go SOLAR Fest.
County Administrator Bertha Henry speaks about Broward County’s commitment to go green and advance renewable energy regionally.

Congresswoman Debbie Wasserman Schultz said, “The Broward Rooftop Solar Challenge is critical to expanding our use of renewable energies.” Congressman Ted Deutch provided a Congressional Record stating, “The Go SOLAR Broward Rooftop Challenge provides an important service to the County by making solar power more accessible to local residents and businesses.”
Broward County Administrator Bertha Henry remarked “Broward County has implemented 65 individual actions that we are taking as an organization to go green.” Also, Broward County Commissioner Martin David Kiar summed up the day’s events with closing remarks to a rapt audience, “Broward County has taken the lead in solar and renewable energies, which is very important.”

[image: image6.jpg]



Broward County Commissioner Martin David Kiar summed up the day’s events with closing remarks.

On Saturday, January 26, Broward County Commissioner Chip LaMarca opened the second day of the Go SOLAR Fest, “The Go Solar initiative is all about reducing the cost of solar rooftop solar systems, with the reduction in these permitting costs and the reduction in solar panel pricing, my hope is that this translates into more quality jobs in Broward County, particularly in the construction industry.” The U.S. Department of Energy Solar Energy Technologies Director, Minh Le, spoke about the Department of Energy vision to advance solar regionally and nationwide, and how Broward County is taking the lead with the Go Solar online permitting system. Finally, Broward County Commissioner Dale V.C. Holness wrapped up the event highlighting the importance of bringing green jobs to the region. “Go SOLAR Broward Rooftop Solar Challenge is leading the way in Florida. As we lead the way, great things happen for Broward County, reducing our dependency on foreign oil, reducing greenhouse gases, and creating green jobs.”
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Broward County Commissioner Chip LaMarca opened the second day of the Go SOLAR Fest.
The U.S. Department of Energy Solar Energy Technologies Director, Minh Le.
Broward County Commissioner Dale V.C. Holness wrapped up the event highlighting the importance of bringing green jobs to the region.
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	The Go SOLAR Program Will Continue to Grow
There was growing publicity for the Go SOLAR Fest with newspaper, radio, and television, newspaper articles and press releases working to generate a buzz with Broward County residents and amongst the current partner cities and stakeholders, all attendees were given an update regarding phase II of the Go SOLAR program, “We are excited to learn that during the event, 9 additional cities, 5 counties in Florida and national partners are interested in joining phase II of the Broward County Go SOLAR online permitting system.” said Armando Linares, Deputy Director of the Environmental Protection and Growth Management Department. Many of the exhibitors were enthusiastic about the overall response from attendees, and were thrilled to hear that the Go SOLAR Fest will be an annual event.
Go SOLAR partner cities and stakeholders were included in the festivities with a recognition award honoring their participation in the Go Solar online permitting system.

Current partner cities and stakeholders include:
· Coconut Creek

· Dania Beach

· Davie

· Deerfield Beach

· Fort Lauderdale

· Hallandale Beach

· Hillsboro Beach

· Lauderdale-By-The-Sea

· Miramar

· North Lauderdale

· Oakland Park

· Pompano Beach

· Sunrise

· Tamarac

· Unincorporated Broward County

· Florida Power & Light

· School Board of Broward County

· Broward League of Cities

· Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals

· State Office of Energy

· Florida Solar Energy Center
Potential new partners and stakeholders include:

· Cooper City

· Coral Springs

· Hollywood

· Lauderdale Lakes

· Lighthouse Point

· Parkland

· Pembroke Pines

· Southwest Ranches

· Wilton Manors

· Miami Dade County

· Monroe County

· Orange County

· Sarasota County

· Alachua County
The Broward County Go SOLAR program invites all nonparticipating cities to join the Go SOLAR Broward Rooftop Solar Challenge. For more information email gosolar@broward.org.

	This material is based upon work supported by the U.S. Department of Energy under Award Number DE EE0005701.
Disclaimer: “This report was prepared as an account of work sponsored by an agency of the United States Government. Neither the United States Government nor any agency thereof, nor any of their employees, makes any warranty, express or implied, or assumes any legal liability or responsibility for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information, apparatus, product, or process disclosed, or represents that its use would not infringe privately owned rights. Reference herein to any specific commercial product, process, or service by trade name, trademark, manufacturer, or otherwise does not necessarily constitute or imply its endorsement, recommendation, or favoring by the United States Government or any agency thereof. The views and opinions of authors expressed herein do not necessarily state or reflect those of the United States Government or any agency thereof.” 
Cost: reference funding from DOE Award Number DE-EE0005701.


A SERVICE OF THE BROWARD COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
broward.org/gogreen/gosolar
email: gosolar@broward.org
Phone: 954-519-1260
To submit articles, please email kdobies@broward.org
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Partnerships…the key to success. Seated from left to right: Mayor Anne E. Sallee, City of Oakland Park; Mayor Peggy Noland, City of Deerfield Beach; Mayor Joy Cooper, City of Hallandale Beach; Mayor Beth Talabisco, City of Tamarac; Commissioner Lisa Aronson, City of Coconut Creek; Mayor Judy Paul, Town of Davie; Vice Chair Patricia Good, Broward County School Board; Gregg D’Attile, Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals; Juliet M. Roulhac, Florida Power & Light; Mayor Jack Brady, City of North Lauderdale; Commissioner Bobby B. DuBose, Broward League of Cities; Commissioner Romney Rogers, City of Fort Lauderdale; Mayor Lamar Fisher, City of Pompano Beach; Vice Mayor Troy R. Samuels, City of Miramar; Stephen F. Barkaszi, Florida Solar Energy Center; Ivonne Perez-Suarez, State Office of Energy; Vice Mayor Albert T. Jones, City of Dania Beach

	
	Go Solar Fest sponsors include: Advanced Green Technologies/Advanced Renewable Energies, Florida Power & Light, Miami Herald, Mr. Solar/Wiremasters Electric, Port Everglades, Siemens Industry, Inc., Solar World, Solar Source and Waste Management.
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	Go SOLAR Fest Newsletter, a monthly ePublication from the Go SOLAR Broward Rooftop Solar Challenge Team, is produced by the Go SOLAR Outreach Committee. 
Address questions concerning articles to 954-519-0313.

To subscribe or unsubscribe to this newsletter, email gosolar@broward.org.
broward.org/gogreen/gosolar


