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	Go SOLAR Highlights

On April 10, 2012, Broward County launched the new Go SOLAR Rooftop Solar Challenge with a kick-off event. The purpose of the kick-off was to acknowledge that Broward County received the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) Rooftop Solar Challenge grant and to bring together our partners. The DOE grant includes developing a streamlined, online permitting process; identifying and eliminating restrictive zoning barriers; exploring ways to improve financing options; and educating the community about the economic and environmental benefits of solar power.

Guest speakers included representatives from Florida Power & Light; Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals; and the Florida Solar Energy Center. Over 150 people attended the event. 
The Go SOLAR Broward Rooftop Solar Challenge presentations are available on-line. Go Solar Presentations 
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Armando Linares, deputy director, Environmental Protection and Growth Management 
Department presenting at the Go SOLAR Kick-off
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	Partner of the Month:  Florida Solar Energy Center 
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	This material is based upon work supported by the U.S. Department of Energy under Award Number DE-EE0005701.
Disclaimer: “This report was prepared as an account of work sponsored by an agency of the United States Government. Neither the United States Government nor any agency thereof, nor any of their employees, makes any warranty, express or implied, or assumes any legal liability or responsibility for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information, apparatus, product, or process disclosed, or represents that its use would not infringe privately owned rights. Reference herein to any specific commercial product, process, or service by trade name, trademark, manufacturer, or otherwise does not necessarily constitute or imply its endorsement, recommendation, or favoring by the United States Government or any agency thereof. The views and opinions of authors expressed herein do not necessarily state or reflect those of the United States Government or any agency thereof.” 
Cost: reference funding from DOE Award Number DE-EE0005701.
	Members of the Go SOLAR team visited the Florida Solar Energy Center’s (FSEC) Coco Beach offices in February 2012.  The Team learned about FSEC’s mission and how they will support the Go SOLAR program.

FSEC’s mission is to research and develop energy technologies that enhance Florida's and the nation's economy and environment and to educate the public, students and practitioners on the results of the research.

The FSEC was created by the Florida Legislature in 1975 to serve as the state’s energy research institute. The main responsibilities of the center are to conduct research, test and certify solar systems and develop education programs.

As Florida's energy research institute — with a 35-year history of unique expertise, experience and infrastructure — they lead research and development efforts to bring their vision of Energy Independence to fruition.
FSEC staff is working with the Go SOLAR Team to provide a database of certified solar systems for the streamlined on-line solar permitting system for residential and low commercial rooftop photovoltaic installations.   
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A SERVICE OF THE BROWARD COUNTY Board of County Commissioners
www.broward.org/gogreen/gosolar
email: gosolar@broward.org
Phone: 954-519-1260
To submit articles, please email kdobies@broward.org. 
	Florida Solar Energy Center facility in Coco Beach FL
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News from the Department of Energy


Broward Go SOLAR Invited to SunShot Grand Challenge Summit and Technology Forum
The Go SOLAR Broward Rooftop Solar Challenge Team was invited to the SunShot Grand Challenge Summit and Technology Forum. The SunShot Initiative is leading the first in a series of Energy Department Grand Challenges that address the scientific, technological, and market barriers to achieving breakthroughs in national energy challenges. The SunShot Summit and Technology Forum convened the best and brightest minds in government, industry, and academia to strengthen U.S. leadership in global clean energy.
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	Success Stories

Broward County resident talks about residential solar rooftop system and Broward County Go SOLAR Broward Rooftop Solar Challenge.



	
	Solar Calendar

Standardized Permitting Meeting, Tuesday, July 17th, 2012
9:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.; One North University Drive Hearing Room; Plantation, Florida

	
	
Standardized Permitting Committee
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The Permitting Committee is responsible for developing a streamlined permitting system for solar photovoltaic (PV) installations and for working with the local utility company to make available best practices for net meeting and interconnection standards.  The Go SOLAR Team is working diligently to complete the external testing of the on-line permitting system by seeking feedback from all users. Training will be available once the system is launched through workshops, webinars, and online tutorials.

The concept behind the on-line permitting system goes beyond typical expedited permitting as outlined in the Solar ABC’s. Rather than requiring applicants to prepare plans and then wait for review, the on-demand system will be loaded with off-the shelf pre-approved pre-engineered solar PV mounting systems and electrical schematics allowing the issuance of a permit within minutes. For a custom solar PV solution, the regular and expedited permitting processes will remain available.
The Go SOLAR Team is seeking an Advantage Marketing agreement with solar PV mounting manufacturers and the solar industry to obtain electronic solar PV mounting system design plans. Release of the announcement is posted on the Broward Purchasing web site.  
Next Committee meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, July 17th, 2012 at 9:00 a.m.in the Government Center West Hearing room.  For meetings’ schedule and presentations visit our website at Go SOLAR Permitting.

	
	Financing Committee
Objective 3 under the Broward Go Solar grant creates a committee to investigate potential financing options for the installation of rooftop photovoltaic (PV) systems in residential and small commercial structures, identify the benefits and challenges of each option and provide information to stakeholders. Dr. Nancy J. Gassman will chair the committee scheduled to meet early in the fall of 2012. In the meantime, staff is reviewing financing options and compiling information useful to the committee. If you would like to volunteer to serve on the financing committee, please contact Dr. Gassman at 954-519-1295 or by e-mail at ngassman@broward.org.

Go SOLAR Financing

	
	Planning and Zoning Committee
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The Planning and Zoning Committee has been meeting regularly since March to discuss provisions in local zoning codes to encourage rooftop solar installations.

These discussions have culminated in the development of a model ordinance to assist the partners in amending their respective zoning codes. In early May, letters from Mr. Linares were sent to the City Managers with copies to the zoning officials of the 14 municipal partners requesting incorporation of the model ordinance into the municipal codes by mid-August. Attached to the letter were the model ordinance and the Go SOLAR brochure. To date, the County and 9 of the municipal partners have scheduled adoption of zoning amendments to address rooftop solar installations by mid-August when the Streamlined Go SOLAR permitting solution goes online. 
Go SOLAR Planning

	
	Outreach Committee
The Outreach Committee has reached thousands of homeowners, municipalities, businesses, and contractors from April through June 2012. Go SOLAR outreach materials were available at five of the Broward County Libraries, Broward College Earth Day event, JM Family Green Day event, and the Sustainability Stewards of Broward workshop.  

If you are interested in receiving outreach materials or joining the outreach committee, please contact Kenneth Dobies at kdobies@broward.org. Check out the Marketing section of the go solar website for new materials that you can use to promote the program. 
Go SOLAR Marketing 



	
	Solar PV Manufacturers Encouraged to Partner 
with Go SOLAR
Broward County’s Go SOLAR Team is seeking an Advantage Marketing agreement with solar PV mounting manufacturers and the solar industry.  Through this agreement, a company will provide an electronic set or sets of solar photovoltaic (solar PV) rooftop mounting system design plans as outlined in the agreement and in exchange, Broward County will include the company’s plans and required equipment list (as submitted under the agreement) as an option on the Go Solar on-line permitting system, which could eventually be used beyond just Broward County; will maintain the mounting plans on the permitting system for the life of the system; and will provide services to increase customer traffic to the on-line permitting system, as stipulated in the Department of Energy (DOE) Rooftop Solar Challenge agreement between DOE and Broward County. Release of the announcement is posted on the Broward Purchasing web site.  



	



